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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

00038 
Contributing <CONJ or Non <NCI Resource: NC 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Charles and Nan Fox House 

and/or common The Fox House 

2. Location 

street & number 
109 Chestnut Street _·_ noffor publication 

city, town 
Gaithersburg 

_ vicinity of · congressio~al district 
9th 

state 
Maryland 

county 
Montgomery 

3. Classifjcation 
Category Ownership 
_ district· ~ J>Ublic 
£ building(s) -1L' private 
_ structure . _ both 
_site 

.. ~-- object 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
;k6?1ot applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-. yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
/,L:no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educati.onal 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
K private residence 
_religious 
-. scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

··4·J ,. 

• Ownet:- o, Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

Charles P. and N.R. Fox 
name 

109 Chestnut Street 
street & number telephone no. : 

Gaithersburg MD 20879 
city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Montgomery Coun~y· Cburthouse 1995/82 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 
50 Courthouse Square 7167383 

street & number folio 
Rockv111 e Max•y 1 and 

city, town state 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

4pository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
~good 
__ fair 

_ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
-_....unaltered 
--tL- altered 

Ch~k one 
_JL_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. H-.;'Jl-171 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of th.e resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The subject house faces northeast on Chestnut, a two-block three
lane one-way street which was originally residential but now 
mixes office, commercial, and industrial with residential uses 
and has become a major traffic arterial. Sited on a narrow and 
deep rectangular 11,242 square foot lot, 109 Chestnut is one of 
five houses ranging from post-Victorian vernacular to 1940s one
and-a-hal f story -frame Cape Cod style dwellings. All have a 
uniform moderate setback. The generous front yard has azalea 
shrubs planted along the house foundation and large mature ever
greens which shade the rear yard. An asphalt driveway along the 
east property line accesses a parking area east of the house. 

109 Chestnut is an end-gabled, three-bay by four-bay 1-1/2-story 
frame Cape Cod-:-styl e •-house with two wa 11 · dormers and a one-story 
screened porch on the west facade, and an off-set one-story rear 
<south> addition. The foundation is brick, the exterior .is clad 
with wide clapboard siding and the 6/6 windows with plain sur
rounds stripped out, indicating the siding is installed over 
original material. The roof is covered with composition shingle, 
and there is a central brick exterior chimney on the west facade. 
The house is unaltered except for replacement siding and is in 
good condition. 

The three-bay--front (northeast>- -facade has a central exterior 
door with three small lights at the top. The door is accessed by 
a concrete stoop sheltered by a •had-roofed portico supported by 
two square posts. A single window flanked by decorative non
functional shutters is in each o-f the other two bays. Two evenly
spaced windows are in the second story. 

The four-bay east facade has a window in the tiorth bay, a smaller 
6/6 window in the north central bay, a pair o~ similar windows in 
the south centra I bay and an exterior door sheltered by a ·pent 
roof in the south bay. -There is a small narrow sash dormer in the 
east roof slope. 

The two-bay w~st facade has a window in the north bay, an exte
riorc brick chimney with corbeled top in t'.he center bay, and an 
exterior door to the screen porch in the south bay. There are 
two shed-roofed wall dormers with full-size windows on the second 
story. 



8. Significance Survey No. i(-,:V-17/ 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
~ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_.JS00-1899 
_LL_1900-

_ '9riculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
-Varchitecture _education _military _social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
_ communicat.ions _ industry -. _ politics/government _ transpo~ation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1938 <BP> Builder/ Architect 
Unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B /c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national _state Vi'ocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
support. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

This we 1 I -kept re~'idence ,_is, 6ne'·; b 1T' th'e 'ofirst modern 'c>ne-and-a
ha l f story Cape Cod-style houses built in Meem's Subdivision. 
Built in 1938 by Charles and Nan Fox, the little altered house is 
still the home OT Mrs. Fox. 

/'1ARYLAND HISTORICAL RESOURCES /'1ANAG/'1ENT PLAN DAT.A 

Geographic Organization: 3) Piedmont, Montgomery County, Town/City of Gaithersburg 

Chronological/Developme~tal Periodlsi' ": - 1~2'1 Modern 'PeriOi:f," A~D. isao.:.p-'resen't : 

Historic. Period Theme! sl: 21 Architecture/L~ndscape 'Archi tec:ture~ COamu.nity 'Planning 

Resource Type: Building/domestic, single dwelling, residi:inbe ' ' 

Category: Building/ 20th Century/ frame Cape Cod bungalow· 

Historic Environment: Suburban 

Historic Function(sl and Use(sl: Domestic/single dwelling 

Known Design Source: None 

Continued on Attachment 8, page 1 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

History of 109 Chestnut Street 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

SURVEY NO. /1-:J/-17/ 
SECTION 8 PAGE 1 

The property at 109 Chestnut Street is in Meem's Addition, part 
of 200 acres of land purchased b)( Martha Meem and her husband 
George in 1862 from Mary J. Bibb. 1 Mary Bibb's husband, George 
Bibb, was an educated man, a lawyer, and a U.S. Senator from 
Kentucky. He was appointed Secretary of the U.S. Treasury in 
1844 and after his term of office, practiced law in the District 
of Columbia and was an assistant in the office of the U.S. Attor
ney General. They built a house called "Pomona" which they used 
a summer refuge from Georgetown's heat and humidity. 2 

The Meems were al so Georgetown residents in 1862, but built a 
house cal led "Mt. Washington" in 1865 on the present Montgomery 
County Fair Grounds property and became permanent residents of 
Gaithersburg. About 1879, the widowed Martha Meem built a new 
house at 104 Chestnut Street. 3 She had been selling house lot 
parcels along Chestnut Street to others si nee 1873, among them 
Charles E. Beall and his wife who built their house on the south
west corner of Chestnut and Meem. 4 

Their son, Charles W. Beall and his wife, Dorothy, bought the 
adjacent lots 12 and 13 consisting of 6/7th of an acre from the 
Meem heirs and built the house at 105 Chestnut Street in 1910-11. 
5 

In 1938, Charles and Dorothy Beall sold 11, 242 square feet, the 
south 55 feet of subdivided lot twelve to Charles P. Fox and his 
wife Nan R. Fox. 6 On the third of October in 1938, Charles P 
and Nellie Fox were issued building permit number 358 by the Town 
of Gaithersburg, granting approval to build a 26 by 28 foot frame 
dwell in' on Chestnut Street lot 13 at an estimated cost of 
$2250. The house was probably started shortly after the permit 
was obtained. 

Mr. Fox worked for the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
CWSSC>, whose water plant and storage tanks were behind their 
house and at the corner of Water Street and West Diamond Avenue. 
The widowed Mrs. Fox resides in the house in 1992. 

1 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

SURVEY NO. 1'1-2..1-lif 
SECTION 8 PAGE 2 

/~ Hi story of 109 Chestnut Street 

<1> Montgomery County Land Record JGH9/228 <1862>, Mary J. Bibb 
to Martha A. Meem. 

( 2 ) li.:"!itLtt! ... s-L:;?..R!d . .L9..L ............... .It.!.§... ..... ...!::!.fi#..?..Lt ... _ ..... P...t . ..J.:'.!.9 .. 1J..°t.f!.Q.!1!.§. .. f..Y: ............ ~9.bLfJ .. ~~.).:: , C i t y o f 
Gaithersburg, 1978. Page 338. 

(3) Judy Christensen, MHT form 21-11, 104 Chestnut Street, 1990. 

(4) Chri·:.;tensen, Judith ?:i., "MeE'Jm's Additicm 
Thi:.~ !·-Ii s tcn~y of Ma r·tha. 1~. Mi~em .. s '.200 Ac res", 
script, City of Gaithersburg, MD. 

(5) See MHT form M-21-12, 105 Chestnut Street. 

to Gaithersburg~ 

unpublished manu-

(6) Montgomery County Land Record 716/383 <1938>. 

<7> Town/City of Gaithersburg building permit receipt book 
located at City Hall, 31 South Summit Avenue. 

2 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. H-.:2./-../1/ 

Montgomery Co. Land Records; Ga.1 thersburg; The Heart of Mont 

gomery County; "Meem•s Addition to Gaithersburg", 
Gaithersburg permit receipt book 1930-39. 

Town OT 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---,7.....,7.....,7'1-t'9~---.5 ... q ... unca...-...-1 ~e-fee t 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM refer~11css , 

AL._U I I I I I I I I I 8 W 1 l, I I J I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I_.___.----~'~!.....__._._ ___ _,__. 
E Li_J I I ~I ......__..._._........., ....... 
G LLJ I I I..__.,__..~ ............... 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Lot _12 pt. Meems Addition. to Gaithersburg 
' ' ' ,'I'. , ! _i 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
·=t.' 

name/title Arc~!story ~.Jµdy phristensen 

organization __ -..,----,--,.-'--'· F"--. o.=-=-r-_~C':-"iC-'t"-:jl.'l'-'-o=--;:..-f_G:;:;::~o.-=i:.....:t=-=h=e=-.,.r=-=s.=b..:;::u:.::,:,,.._ g"---c,-.-,_ -.,....,,-d.,.,.a_te--;-,.---~--,-+-.-_,_ . .c.;,D=e .... c~. e--'m._b_e_r-<-,---'1_9_9_2 ___ _ 

street & number 6 Walker Aven.u.e _telephone 30~-926-2650 

city or town Gai thersbu.r:g state f"ID 20877 

The Maryland Histo;t'i~· S:;q::es :.I.:nv§!ntQr.y:; w-a§' .-0£.fi::kially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to"be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,,-..19Z4 ,supplem~nt. 

.. 
The survey and inventory are being prepared for information a~~ 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

MARYLAND hiSi\.;1~iC,L\l musr 
DHCP/DHCC 

100 COMMUNITY PLACl: 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 

301-514-7600 

PS-2746 
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