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·UNAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Needwood Mansion 

BLOCATION, 
STREET & NUMBER 

: Needwood Road 
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Dgrwood' 

CATEGORY 
. -jDISTRICT' 

~BUILOING(S> 

_STRUCTIJRE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

jSTATUS 
-OCCUPIED 

-PRIVATE. -UNOCCUPIED -

.-BOTlt _WORK IN PROGRESS•'>. 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION . f ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS '.Lves: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTC:O 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY. 

: PRES.ENT USE 
~GRICULTURE • .' ~USEUM 

,-COMMERCIAL ·~PARK 
,: -EDUCATIONAi.. · ·, ,.· JRlVATE FIESll)EN<:~ ·' • 

;·:_EN-TERTAl!'tMENT• ;.JEUGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -:_SClENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

"'-OTHER: ::-

NAME ·· ' · . . -' · .. 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Telephone ~: . 589-1480··· 

STREET& NUMBER Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Ave. (main office) 

CITY. TOWN zip code STATE r 
... "!!!!'!' ....... ____ _.s.._i_l_v_,e._r..._·_s,.p_r_i ... n_g ____ -;.-:._v_1c_1,,,_1rv_o_F ________ M_a_ry,;;....,l_an_d ________ _ 

II LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: · 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS; ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Rockville 

l!JREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Folio :IF: 

. STATE 

Marv land 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

ClTY. TOWN STATE 
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· .. &DESCRIPTION 

_ .. 

, _ _., .. 

CONDfftON CHECX ONE 
-. -

-::f:.;.CElLP.HT _oeTERlGRA no ·fr ' 
_ GOOD _RUINS 

JHECKON£ 

-;-ORIGIN_AL SITE_ 

. _MOVED DAT.._....,._ _ 

_FAIR 

. DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORlmNAl UF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large, .late-Federal brick house of thre.e stories. 
Its formal r GeorgetO'.'m-style of architecture is most unusual. 
for this country setting. The brick is laid in conunon. bond,, and. 
there are three bays on the main (north) facade. The entrance 
is -in the east-end bay.. . The door originally had transom and 
sidelights. The windows directly above the door, on the second 
and third stories, also had sidelights, and _thus were wider than 

-the .other windows. The door was replaced (ca. 1.948) witp:;;.:.;the 
present heavy door and- Greek Revival architrave, - but"-i:b~:-~lndow 
sidelights remain~ .. The. ·shutters are folded ·over ,.fb.eii;-,b_owever, 
to balance :the~--present' appearance. The gently-s:top±ngL~>~!A~~:~roof 
is accented by double,internal. chimneys, thatare bridged'across 
the ridge by a, low brick curtain. 

• • " :·~~f: ·- .: .- " - > • <:-=:)~~C:" 

Windows are '·ta11; ~6/6 sash On the first 'tWo stories,_.:, and 

. ~---' 

are half-sized, lie-on-your-stomach openings at the attic·level~ _ 
(This was a Greek Revival. feature on some-Georgetown houses of 
the late-Federal period .. ) Each of the windows has stone sills,. 
a.-rid thick wooden lintels with a raise_j. molding. A lower,~,frame _ 
wing (from about 1913} extends from the main block on the east 
side, and a later brick wing has been added to the right.,-' 

Outbuildings include a two-story, stone dairy, that may· 
have been a slave quarters upstairs, and a log shed that is now 
a garage. The block dairy barn remains at the golf course next 
door .. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NEC!::SSARY 



"" D SIGNIFICANCE 

.PERIOD 
,r-

AREAS OF SIGNiACANCE ··CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_I.AW 

_RELIGION 

-1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

1.700-1799 

-1800-1899 

-1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC 

-AGFllCULTURe 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

"_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

' ' -l'OUTICS/GOVEflNMENT 

--SCIENCE 

_scuLFrURe 
_SOC!AUHUMAN~TARtA» 

..:...THEATER 

_TRANSP0RTAT101$ 

-OTHcR tSPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-., ·-- ..... _- .... 
'-~"iii.:..;_,-±~. .. . , ' .. ,. ·_,_ ·-: '~ . ,,, 

"Needwood 11 was a land patent ·to planter John Cooke. It 
was surveyed in-1758 for 1,000 acres. Descendants of Cooke's, 
the Rob~r:t::son, .. family (who married into the Muncas_ter f~ily), _ 

·-;-. . u, .. ,,..1 ~ i _ ~... ..·~ · ~ , __ . ~ <t......1 l ·. \.....> .. -,~ ~ 

inherited this land, and. it is believed that William Ro~rtson 
built the brick house about 1832. The building is now .. the 

_ headquarters for the Division ·of -Interpretation and Conservation 

1of the M-NCPPC_ Parks Department. (See reference notes..-:) 

. = ..... ? . .:. t. ', 

1 ' :_:.:_ : ' 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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(note errors in text) 
2) Notes from Mrs. Ruth Stickles. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHE.ET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

STATE COUNTY 

.~ · STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael F. I?wyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC. 
STREET & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN 

~ilver Spring 

DATE 

8/12/74 
TELEPHONE 

589-1480 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
~..nnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for informa.tion 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



!lf"J 
M~~ Mi~ 

11.ukp,.,l ~ 
• rHE r MARvt AN0-NAT10NAL CAPITAL PARK ANO PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 0 Silver Spring F·J\aryl1J'1d 20907 

r 

-! ~=j 
.. l---.. . _. 

(301) 4q5-45t5 

1984 August Jl, 

Richard Ferrara, Director, Department of Housing and 
COllllwlity Development 

RECEJVEn 
John L. Menke, Director, Departmf:nt of Environmentdl 

Protection 
SEP 18 JS8f 

\.'J. Rodney Little, Director, State Historic Preservati~tt1 1 LA ND 
Co-1asion . . . ''r;i HISTOf;icAl' 

Susan Xuklevic3, Chairperson, Historic Preservr,~commissior1 UST 
FROM: Perry Ber.an, Chief, Ccmlllunity Pl3nninq North , . 

Prelimin.try Draft Anw:?ndment to the Master Plan for Uistoric 
Preservation: Rock Creek Planning Area Resources 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am pleased to tranamit to your this August 1984 ?reliminary Draft Amencbnent 

to tll4 Maater Pl!p for Historic Pteservation. 

-rbb doc.-nt oontaina the recoamendations of the Montgomery County H.istoric 
Pre ervation < crmtiuion oonoerninlJ tl\e unevaluated Rock Creek Planning Area 
historic n90\lr09e l4entifie4 in the CoWlty's Locational Atlaa and Index of 
His gic lit!!· 

The Praenoad.oD a-i•aion re~ the designation of •even (7) •itea 
for ~ min t:lle Cbunty'• Bitltcric Preservation Ordinance, Ol&pter 24A 
of ~ County OD61. !tie C 1 l•aion also reconaends the removal of 15 situ liated 

lll tbe LD!!!teal •"•· 
'l!ae ~ ~ Pl•nntng 9ou'd will bold a public hearing on this 

PreJia'PUf IJnlt n. • .,_._, Oataber 2, 1984 at 7:30 P.11. in the Autitori• 
o~ tJle 71 t11 Ill •1&111J Wfl• •~ 8"787 Geoqia Aftllue, Sllwr 8Jrin9, llu'ylMll. 

•11.U ,_..., .. ~ ~ this • ..,.._t, pleue do not bellitate 
to a IS I 1 M•••* • 01" J,q. •lming Horth ataff at 495-4565. 

'9f .... 
&Ct• :II f rt. 

. . 



PRELIMINARY DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE AMENDMENT 
TO THE 

ROCK CREEK A.AASTER PLAN 
CHAPTER VIII 

f. Historic Sites Master Plan and Ordinance 

There are a nt.rnber and a variety of hl~toric resource!! in tnc County. Some are 
prott!'f:ted tram adverse state or federal actions through idendflcation °" the Mao·land 
StateJ'm « 19\e National Reer of H1stork Places. The Col.l\ty, recognizing the 
need for Gnat protec:tlon for e1e ilte3 and for iltes of local significance, adopted a 
f\S\ctlonaJ e P:fX for ~rlc: Preservation and enacted a Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, • i Of the Mty COde In 1979. 

The Montgamiry Comty Historic Preservation Commission was aeated with the 
enac::smem af the CCM.l\ty'1 Historic Preservation Ordinance and was charged with the 
.. apons1blllty of r~ch&nK and evaluetint historic resources accorclng to alteria 
specUled in the ordnance. The Ccmmbslon then recommends ttlGM worthy of 
Pf'••..Uan c:o Che Mwpnery Ccutcy Planning ~rd for Jnclusion 1n the Mgter Pl!n 
for ntl!Rd5 Pnaa !llon and protec:Uon wider the ordinance. 

Upon recelvtfta a N!QQlftmendltlon from the Hbtoric Preservation Commission, the 
P~ Boud hllck a pul!Uc hesiftl to make its determination using the same a!teria, 
co..w.tng the IUIKl• aC ._ orclnlnoe, and balandng the lmportan~ of the hLstoric 
resCU'ce with -.. public lnteresta. 

If, tn b&tance, the P~ Boerd find.t the historic resource wuld be deslgn•ted, it 
wall then recamlMnd a m•ter • amen<i'nent to the COW\tY Council. The ColSldl may 
hold a ~ before lt acts, lf app'oprlate. Upon approval by the C<U'\cil and adoption 
by the PlaMng Board cf the prapa1ed amendment, the historf c resource would then • . 
::iecane ~an me M!1t!r Plan for Hbtoric Pr~ervatlon, and thus, 2ubject to the 
protection al the an1nan~. 

AJ a '°""' CIC tMlr •vUultloA. the Preservation Cammb.sion recommends the 
L. --~ ;.!_:_ Pf1mJ: Da&s lfll!l!!s Pr · !' be amended to lndude the following altes: 

AWJ! f Ill! Locat&<!n ~ Acr&al!: 

22/l DOl"ley Roed 7UO.cs- ft. 

The mad•t beerd and bitten springhouse covers the headwaters of Rock 
~which, MSt to Che Potomac River, has historically been Mont«0mef'Y 
Can'J'I mast 1ft'lflrtant body of water. 

-1-
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22 3, 

22/15 

Euba~ Farm .. &:: ~ t-~ecdwood Rd. 

ConstructC'd tn 1839 for Sar-iu,..l Rouertson, th~3 irrep,u1ar Ou,.f'..n Ann• vita 
beani th~ unmisr1:?'.able quallty of It:s de:;ignrr, Thomas Groom~, Montgomery 
County's m"s~ prollfic 19th century architect and the gpcat popu!lrizer of th~ 
revival swl~ In the Rockville-Gair~·1c "'urg area. 

Recommended environmental setting of the entire l J..52 acre parc: .. t. 

Nccdwood Maroion 6700 Ncedwoo1 I Rd. 
Need.vocd Go!! Cou:•e 

Corustructed for W illlam George Robertson (Samuel's !athr.r). Tnc m .i.n btock. 
completed in 18.56, repeats the t:rlp.3rtite matt t char(.! :trrhtic of thr late 
Greek rev1 val-er."'lY Italianate pcriocb ir the v.indows, "idcl.ig!1ts, and nurnber 
o! storif''S. 

tater flanklrig wing .. , the frame built in 1913, the bdck in l'n4. do not over
shadow the strength of the main block. 

Re;:ommendP.d with 2.5 acre:s to ind•Jde all outbuil<il"gs an<! a 3wath o! 
Necdwoorl Road preserving the rual vista ,-,f the site 

I! designated on the Master Plan for HJ:storlc Prest~rvatio • anv application to 
d n!>U:sh; or to substantially alter ifle extcrlor o! a re~ource or its environmc-ntal :iet dng 
must be reviewed by the Hutoric Preservation Commls3ion and to; hi•t:odc are work 
permit (HAWP) iS!IUed. The ordinance al!lo empowers the Countv's Departm~r.t of 
E v1ronmcntal ProtC\:tiO i rand the Hlstorlc Preservation Comm13:sion to prevent th• 

10Utlon o! historic buildln~ through n~glcct. 

Three sites within t1',.. Planning Area have al,.eady been de3lgn. ted as part •)1 
pr~vio~ amendmenu to tht.t Master Plan for Histo,.Ic Prescrvntion. The sit~'S Clrrently 
protected ll'der the County4s Preservation Ordinance are: 

22/7 

Narne -
&usard Farm 

Location 

Upper Rock Creek Park 

Q..e-1I.anated As Part Of 

September 1983 Amendment 

Circa l 900-Two story Victorian vemacubr frame structure, repr<..-sents the 
third dwP-lling on the site. 

Associated for more than lOO year:s with the Magruder family, prominent in 
the early hbtoric of the State and County. 

Parm cultivated as early as 1734, reclaimed ln the m1d-l800's by Otho 
Magruder, an early proponent of agricultural Lnnovation in the County. 

-3-
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

8/31/84 
See correspondence dated ___________________ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The Preservation Commission recommends the Mas~er Plan be 
amended to include the following sites: 

M: 22/1 .•.••..•..•. Dorsey Springhouse 
M: 22/2 ........... Pugh Farm 
M: 22/14 ..•••.....• oatland Farm 
M: 22/25 .......•.•. J.H. Cashell (Grantham) 
M: 22/30 •.........• Barnesley House 

22,~ ....•...... Eubanks Farm 
22/)5) .......... Needwood Mansion 

Farm 

The following three sites within the Planning Area have already 
been designated as part of previous amendments to the Master 
Plan. 

M : 2 2 / 7 ....••.••. Buss a rd Fa rm 
M: 22/15 ..•...... The Ridge 
M: 22/17 .....••.. Flint Hill II 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

' .. '. ,, 

~,Jy 
See. correspondence dated_~~~~~~~~--r~~--'7~~~~~~~~-? 7 

P RELUUNARY DRAFT AMENDMENT TO 9. Holland Fann 1122/8 
19510 Muncaster Road THE MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC P RESER

-VATlON: ROCK CREEK PLANNING AREA 
... RESOURCES • 10. --. -=---. Duley Farm #22/9 

19600 Muncaster Road 
at 

7:30 P.M. . 11. Beane Farm Barn 1122/10 
Route 108 & Muncaster Road Tuesday 

October 2, 19f.4 
in the Auditorium of the 12. Elizabeth Darby House 112']./ l l 

Olney/Laytonsville Road near 
Muncaster Mill Road 

Montgcmery Cour:ty Regional Offices 
8787 Georgia Avenue 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20907 
13. Thomas Griffith 022/12 

Route 108 &. Muncaster Road to take testimony on whi::ther or not the 
following historic resources pr~.ently listed in 
the Locaticnz.l AtlRS and Index oi Historic Sites 14. 
l!J. M~.J,,t.,.rtomer~ Cott'lU shouldbelncluded m the 

Chichester House 1122/ l 3 
Olney/Laytonsville Road 

~~faster Plan for Historic Preservation. --- .~ -...:.-.--

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

'5. 

- 6. 

7. 

Dorsey Sprinhhouse 1/22/ l 
Dor~ey Road (between Rte. 124 6: 108) 

Pug:i Farm 1122/2 
6411 Dorsey Road 

Oatfa"ld Farm U22/14 
4231 Briars Road 

J.H. Ca.shell (Grantham) Farm 1122/25 
5g67 Muncaster Mill Road 

Bamesley Hou.'>e #22/30 
1571.5 Avery Road 

Eubanks Farm fJ22/34 
6325 Nee Road 

Needwood Meulsion i/22/3.5 
6700 Nee woo oad 

Carson Farm/Log Smokehouse #22/4 
Route 124 - Laytonsville 

. 1.5. Granby Farm j/22/16 
Muncaster Road 

16. H.B. Magruder/Water Farm 1122/19 
Muncaster Re.ad near Redland Road 

- 17. Belt Farm 1122/26 
Route 11.5 6: A very Road 

18. Adamson Farmhouse 1122/27 
Route 115 & Aver! -Road 

- 19. Muncaster MlU Ruin /122/28 
Muncaster Mill Road & Nort!i 
Branch of Rock Creek 

20. 

21. 

22. 

Pather Cemeterr IJ22/29 
Meyers Property off ?.very Road 

Avery #22/Jl 
Southlawn Drive&. Avery Road 

Gas House de 
Watergate Phone Booth 1122/32 
Route 355 at College Parkway 
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,,,-., Lamar Jackson's mother, went to sl'hool. Emma 
oftpn met her beau, George Montgomery Ben
nett, under a large oak tree at this spot when 
George came courting. He always came on 
hon;ebaek from Spencerville, and on one of 
thl'HC vi8its his fine riding horse was taken from 
him hy eonfrderate soldiers on a raid. Ile lost 

his horse but won Emma who became his bride, 
and they went to live in Spencerville. 

Mr. Edward }.[. Acorn, son of former owner, 
G. "\V. Acorn, 1961; lives in the old house now on 
the site of the original home of favo fanious 
Quakers, Evan Thomas and Philip E. Thomas. 
He retains 82 acres, all balance now built on. 

Needwood 

T O tra<·e the line of ownership of the in- 'Villiam G. vVootton, and in 1882 vVootton eon
teresting plantation of N eedwood from veyed the land to \Villiam Robertson. In 1842 

i, Colonial days to 1951 has been easier than "William Robertson, "in consideration of $5.00 
is generally the case with such old estates. 'l'he and affection and natural love the said William 
<l<>fi.nite condition of the land records is one rea- Robertson bears to "William George Robertson" 
so11. The laud is from several very early origi- 759 acres were transferred to his son William 
nu! grunts. One of the first owners is said to Georgo together with all l>1'idges, stock, nunwr
hnve been a Reverend Mr. 'Booth, a clergyman of ous Negroes by name, and "all other stock and 
tht' <nmrch of Englaud. personal property.'' 

Booth came from Wales, according to a record According to a descendant of this old Mary-
in tho Congressional Library, to the area of land family who traces his line of descent from 
lowpr l<,rederick County at a very early date. Samuel Robertson, born 1667, Samuel married 

~ Moving up Rock Creek from Georgetown he., l~lizaheth Harris. Of their four sons and three 
settled in the wilderness on land which botdered ·daughters George Robertson, who died in 1792, 
both sides of the main branch of Rock Creek married Susannah "\Vaters. The issue of this 
south of Redland.1 He called his estate Need- union was three sous and four daughters. One 
wood, and started a school in a log cabin. 'I1he of the sons was \Villiam Robertson who married 
legend of a log house on the place as early as Harriet Cooke, born in 1795. A son of this latter 
178:2 is given credence by the fact that there was union was "William George Robertson. '\Villiam, 
a spring house near the present house with the Sr. died in 1852, after he bad deeded the farm to 
date 1782 cut into it. his son, and Harriet C., died in 1877 at Snnny-

The Booth legend continues to the effect that side. 
<luring the Revolution, being a Loyalist to tho One daughter of William, Senior, and Harriet 
Crown of 1'Jngland, he found the neighborhood C; was Rachel who became the wife of Edwin 
not congenial to his work and "he fled over the Muncaster of Milton II. For a while Harriet 
mountains" to start another school in the safer C. Robertson appears to have owned both the 
and more secluded area of western Maryland Milton II and Sunnyside farms. vVilliam George 

~ in '\Vashington County. Robertson I was unfortunate, after he had en-
This fine farm is located on the south side of joyed ownership of Sunnyside for eighteen 

the road known as N eedwood Road, from Der- years. In June, 1861, he was riding in from the 
wood and is one and one-half miles from the hay field, and just as he turned to ride into the 
Ba1timore and Ohio Railroad at Derwood. For barn, he and the horse were both killed by a 
more than a century it lvas known as Sunnyside. stroke of lightning. He and his wife, Mary 

In November, 1777, ,John Kennedy conveyed Victoria Key, had a family of seven sons and 
to .James Latimer, for 1,:{J 0 poundR i.;terling, 82 three daughters. One son was -William George 
a('res of Locust Thicket, 194 acres of Needwood, II, who also had a son, \Villiam George III, who 
and 150 acrN1 of Granhy, a total of 426 acres. In passed away in 1950. 

,,,,.-"July, 1798, Latimer conveyed the same land to By a decree of the court passed September, 
1 l~arly Days of Washington, by Sallie S. Mackall. 1875, the widow of William George, I, Mary V. 
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230 HISTORW 'MONTGOMERY COUNTY, .MARYLAND 

XO. 78 E-8 WIJ.LJAM ROBERTSOX 1832 BRICK 

K. Robertson, nncl th<' other hciri::, transferred 
tho plnntntion to GC'org<' Wnshiugton Colmnhus 
Beall for <'onsirlerntion of $8,!100. The 1mrv('y 
i-how01l th<' tmrt thus ronY<'Y<'d to rontain 299Y:i 
nrrcs. it h<'ing parts of Lo<•ust 'l'hicket, Resur
vey of Ncedwood, part of Bnrgurnlr. and pnrt of 
Or:mhv. It honlcr<'cl the hnnks of Roek Creek, 
and c~tenclc1l down tlw meanderings of the 
Cr<'<'k for tw<'lY<' t•om·s<'s, n dista1wc of about n 
mil<'. 'l'h<' clc1•d to H<':tll wns dated Odohcr 7, 
18Rl. 

G. \V. C. Beall wns horn at Flint Hill I in 
18:~7. nncl ma1Tied Mary Ann Pnlm<'r. a clnngh
h'r of :R Pcmtcll Pnhnc1· who owned an ndjoin
ing form. In .January, 18fiH, n dcNl of partition 
wns rt•c·ordecl 1li\·iding the Flint II ill I plnC'C~ hc
tw<'c>n Charles A .. n hrothc>r, nnd G. \v. C. Beall, 
the moity rN'civecl hy Charles A. being 15£)1,h 
aeres, nnd that half rcrch·l'll by 0. ·w. C. ron· 

taincd 193 acres, appraised as of equnl ,·alnc. 
Each hrothcr ga,·<' to t11e other $1.00 cash as n 
hinclcr. 

G. ,V. C. Il<>all, g<'nera1Jy ca11ccl "Lum" for 
short, was a modernfoly snc<'cssfnl famH't-. 1 Io 
was n uniqnC\ <'hnrl\der in sc'·~ral wllyA. Tri' 
was reported to hnve harl n rather violent t<'m
per, and was not always friendly with his llC'ig-h
hors. He displayc>cl hir-; tc>mpcr hy goin~ for 
long periodA without i::1wnking to hi!oi hirNl 
hancls or nrqnainlances. On one orcn~ion hn 
nncl n color<'<l man, from n neighhorhoocl farm, 
he<'amc invoh·('d in an argument and l\ seuffie. 
Lum was getting t1ie worst of the fight, nn<l ran 
to tho house to gct his gnn. lfo~ goocl wif<', Mary 
Ann, knowing his foiling, and having oh:,;;c1Tc1l 
the row, rcmo,·ed the shelh1 from the gun. Im
agine, if yot1 will, faun not knowing th<' 1-.run was 
<>mpty of ammunition, running to interc·c>pt the 

I 
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t'""" man driving off in his wagon, and furiously 
::mapping the triggers of two empty barrels. 

• • 

Two sons of G. -w. C. Beall owned the farm 
after his death: Frank and Edward Beall. Frank 
was for a number of years a successful official in 
Detroit. He was a vice-president of the Pack
ard Motor Company, and later became associa
ted with Graham Brothers. His brother Edward 
stayed on the farm, and managed it successfully. 

After his years of manufacturing automo-· 
biles, Frank returned to the home farm. He 
and E~dward obtained a patent for a medical 
remedy, and built a factory near the house for 
its manufacture. This product made from plants 
grown on the farm, was apparently sold for 
quik a while with some success. ]~rank died be-

• . fore the farm was sold, and Edward shortly 
afterward. Their children sold the farm in 
1948 to Wilmer Franklin Stickle and his wife, 
Huth Breuninger Stickle, both graduates · of 
8warthrnore College. 

The present handsome brick house facing 
the west is believed to have been built by '\Vil
liam Robertson about the time he purchased the 
place in 1832. The brick were made in a pit still 
visible on the farm, and were laid up in Federal 

r--- bond. 
' This handsome brick house was purchased in 

1952, from Mr. and Mrs. Stickle, by Mr. Charles 
Ellison Eckles, with 369 acres, to which he has 
added 43 acres, now making 412 acres, total. 

Mr. Eckles is continuing the dairy business 
run by Mr. Stickle, although with many im
provements, in facilities. The dairy barns and 
silos are planned, for maximum efficiency, with 
automatic features, for feeding silage to the 
present herd of 120 cows, which are milked by 
machinery. The milk stream goes directly into 
tanks, by pipe lines and from thence into tank 
trucks, which call at the farm for the product. 

Mr. Eckles has added a brick 'ving on the right 
side of the old house, to balance the two story 
wing to the left, giving a pleasing architectural 
effect. The whole interior is in splendid condi
tion, the large front hall leading toward a parlor 
to the left, a living room to the right. The new 
wing off the living room is a luxurious library 
with books, a new fireplace. A formal parlor, 
is in front of the living room, the dining room 
and kitchen are to the left of the front hall and 
a large porch across the rear is enclosed with 
screening. Pleasant views toward the rear fields, 
are to be had. 

The driveway to entrance gate on N eedwood 
Road has been hard surfaced, with' white pine 
trees planted on each side, flanked by white 
board fences. There are two huge English box 
trees in front of the house, at least 25 feet high, 
evidently as old as the house, built 125 years ago. 

Mr. Eckles is in the real estate business in 
Washington. 

Norwood 

THIS beautiful ivy-covered colonial brick 
r_, house, one mile south of Sandy Spring 
" could almost be called a home of perpetual 
., youth, for Norwood is located in a country com
- munity which for many generations _has been 

considered an unusually healthful one. People, 
threatened with early death, have come to the 
neighborhood and stayed to live out their lives 
far beyond the biblical span of ''four score and 
ten'' in usefulness and serenity. 

That was the experience of Robert R. Moore, 
who, stricken with tuberculosis, had to give up 
a good business in Baltimore. At the age of 
twenty-seven he came to Sandy Spring, after 
being told that he had but a year or two to live. 

He lived to be eighty-five, and for nearly fifty 
years efficiently performed the double duties of 
secretary and treasurer of the Mutual Fire In
surance Company of Montgomery County, 
which celebrated its one hundredth anniversary 
in 1948. 

In 1839 when their son, Joseph T. Moore, was 
four years old, Robert Moore and Hadassah, 
his wife, settled in a house, now Plainfield, near 
the Norwood place, where they lived for fifty-six 
years. Young Joseph had an experience which 
in part drove him from the neighborhood; but 
later he, too, had to return to conserve his 
health. ·when about fifteen years of age, having 
seen a slave sold at auction on a nearby farm, 


