
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic E R Gri ffj tb boqse 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6121 Sund own Rd • (Rt. 420) 

city, town Laytonsville _vicinity of 
·-'---------~- ·--------------

Survey No.l-1\~ 23 _28 
Magi No. 1605335904 

DOE _yes no 

___________ -- not for publication 

congressional district ls t 

state Maryl a pd county Montgomery 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
~building(s) 
_structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
---x- public 
__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
X occupied 
__ unoccupied 
___ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
___ yes: unrestricted 
~-no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
____ commercial 
___ educational 
_ entertainment 
____ government 
__ industrial 

__ military 

_museum 
__ park 

..x- private residence 
_religious 
___ scientific 
___ transportation 
___ other: 

4. Owner of Propert·y (give names and mailing addresses of -~!:. owners) 

name Edwin & Susan Fry 

street & number 5929 Sundown Rd. telephone no. : 
---

city, town Ga i tbe l:,Sbu rQ 
state and zip code Maryland, 20760 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Court Ho_u_s_e ______ -=1=-=i=b=-=e=-=r=--_8_2_7 

street & number folio 470 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 

6111 Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Nrr>TCPPC H; stori,.., S :i tes Inventory 

date 1976 __________ -::._-::_-_-f_e_de_ral _x_ state ___x_ county __ local 

,.,..51·t ... ....,f,.. ..... u 0 ,.. Park Historian's Office 
:o.v .... ,, "' "' rvey rec rus 

city, town Rockville state Mary land 



II Good 0 Excellent 0 Folr 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

Ill Altered 0 Uncltered 0 Moved Ill Original Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ •D ORIG!N.'<L (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a 1-1/2 story, stone building, now covered 

with stucco. There is a central chimney~ The facade is 

three bays. The house is built on the side of the hill with 

the foundation exposed on the gable end; there is a door 

into the basement. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash. 
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"' a. Significance Survey No. 

Porlod 
_ .prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Sl9nlflcance-Check and Ju•tlfy below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture _ rellglon 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 

~ 1500-1599 
r 'L 1&00-1199 
~ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

__ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education __ mllltary __ soclal/ 
_ art __ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ explorallon/seltlement _ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _ Industry _ polltlcstgovemment _ transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dat•• circa. 1855 Bullder/Archltect 

::heck : Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance : national state local 

"'.repare both a SW'llltlary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
lUpport . 

r 

r 

The E . R. Griffith farm house is significant .s an example of vern.:icu­
lar architecture typical of that constructc I in Montgomery County from 
the mid-nineteenth through the early ntentieth centuries. The Griffith 
fnmi l y wer among the early settlers to the Laytonsville area ~nl harl 
c>:tensi ve lan::I ho1 lings. The hou.,e is hel it've to hl!v hPC•n bui 1 t by 
Elishn R. Griffith, a farmer nnd businessman, about 1855. l The house 
sat on 8 acrco anrj 12 pcr~hes of lanl tracts rrFcreri co as '~i~ition 
to Brooke Grove" an I "R<' tircmcnt." Elisha ha-I purcha .. e l t·1e lan I Ln 
December of ~ESL• for $500 from Lucretia Griffith (-:tau liter of Fenry 
Griffith I). 

In October of 18R3, Elis 11 d l<"avinc the "pl ntation," inclt.rrg 
all bui.ldinr,s 011 ''P.ctircmt'nr'' an 1 "Brook<> Gro ·c 11 to his wf fC"1 Eli.zobethJ 
anJ his daughter llary. To his so 1 Charles (ju 1 •e of t. j rphans Court) 
he left the ''plontation" on which Chnrlas then rf'si. :lcJ. !n November 
of 1880 , Elizabeth and :~ry solJ t eir inherit nee to ~harlcs for 
$3000. This inclulcd 102 aczes anl 10 perches with S acres nttached 
on which Ellsha's house ::i t. 

In March of ~839 Charles t1nd his wife, llester1 sol I the house to SarCih 
A. Clagett. SaTahoHc D small piece of land purchase I by Charles 
Griffith gut never recor ed, bri n · r the acrca"e up to 10 acres on i 
8 perches. Sar oh EOld tl c> house to E<lwar 1 IlDrh r in May of 1900. 7 
Then in June o~ 1941 Edwarrl a old the house to tlie present owners, Edwin 
and Susan Fry . The hou~c th~n sat on 11. 77 acres, Barber having added 
to the propcrtv in 1924. 

1 . 
Based on purchase date, olso, the house appears in Elisha's name 

on both the Nartenet & Bond r.tnp of 1869 anJ the 'iopki ns atlas of 1879. 
2 Deed JGH 4/193, Moat . Co. LanJ Records . 
3 trill RWC 15/48, ltont . Co . lleuisteT of \!ills. 
4 Deed JA 3/451, Mont. Co. Lan-! Records. 
5 Deed JA l'.3/164, " 11 11 11 

6 Deed TD 14/213 ~ '' " " " 
7 Deed TD 14/213~ Mont . Co. L8nl R corls. 
8 Deed 8?.7/470, " 11 

" '' 
9 Deccl 358/135, " 11 

" '' 

137 



M:ll23-2s 

Attachment Sheet 

A, date of 1855 has been given to this house based on the 
tax assessment records and the purchase date for the property. 
This hou&e, however, may be earlier. Its basic configuration, 
a small rectangular main block, oneand a half story with a lean 
to like front and rear (the roof in front sloping down to form the 
roof of the porch), conforms to that of the dwellings of earlier 
settlers built during the first decades of the nineteenth century. 
In this case, the house would have been constructed as the home 
of Henry Gaither who owned the property in the early nineteenth 
century and whos heir sold it to Elisha R. Griffith in December 
of 1854. 



.Mont. Co. Land Records 
Mont. Co. Register of Wills 

Io.. Geographical Data 
Acreage of r1omlnated property _ _llJ7 ___ acres 
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL._U I I I I Li I I I B lJj I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I I I I I I oL.iJ I I I I J 
E L...Ll I I J I u 1.J FLU I I I J I I 
aLL.J I I I I I I I l H l__t_j I I 
Vtn·bal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 ll Form Prepared By 
~-·~--~ ...... ..._------~~--~--------....-.....-~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~--~~~~~~-----

name/tit I e Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Preservation Comm. date 8/82 

street & number 

Rockville 
city or town 

telephone 

state 
Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



PRELIMINARY DRAFT 

AMENDMENT TO THE APPROVED AND ADOPTED 
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

/ 

NORTHERN AND EASTERN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, 
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtonsville Areas 

March 1986 

• 

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/ 
Ashton Special Study Plan, 1970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the 
1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan; being also an 
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of 
Highways within Montgomery County, Maryland. 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090 



APPENDIX A 

SITES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR REGULATION UNDER THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE CHAPTER 24A OF THE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CODE 

The following sites have been reviewed by the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission and were found not to 
merit designation of the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. 
If not included in the Master Plan, these resources may be 
removed from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in 
Montgomery County. If removed from the Locational Atlas, the 
sites will no longer be governed by the Moratorium on Alteration 
and Demolition, Section 24A-10 of the County's Historic Preserva­
tion Ordinance. The sites will, however, remain on the Maryland 
Historical Trust's Inventory. 

The following sites were found by the Preservation Commis­
sion to be too greatly altered from the period of their architec­
tural or historical significance or not to meet Ordinance 
criteria for designation. 

1'.tlas # Site Location 

15/31 Tyson House (Mrs. w. Chandlee 18600 Brooke Rd., Ashton 
House) 

13/32 Brinklow Store & Post Office 18930 New Hampshire Ave. 

15/40 Rawlings Mill House 

15/44 Pat Cuff House 

15/48 Chimney Ruins 

15/51 Drayton 

15/57 Murphy Ford Log House 

15/70 Harriet Lea House 

23/l Gaither/Gray House 

23/2 Leamon/Faucett House 

23/3 Dennis Thomas House 

18 

Brinklow 

1820 Tucker Lane, Ashton 

1515 Edner Rd., Edner 

Oak Hill Rd.-North of 
Rt. 198, Spencerville 

16000 Oak Hill Road, 
Silver Spring 

16500 Block of Batson 
Rd., Spencerville 

18900 New Hampshire Ave., 
Brinklow 

24241 Hipsley Mill Rd., 
Gaithersburg 

24405 Hipsley Mill Road, 
Gaithersburg 

24501 Hipsley Mill Road, 
Laytonsville 
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Atlas # Site 

23/4 Griffith-Hawkins House 
(Windcrest Farm) 

23/10 William Belt House 

23/16 Elisha Riggs House 

23/20 Ulysses Griffith House 

23/22 Crow's Content 

23/25 Walter Magruder House 

~ E.R. Griffith House 

23/32 Worthington Tenant House 

23/43 Frank Brown House 

23/44 

23/52 

23/55 

23/56 

23/59 

23/61 

23/73 

23/74 

23/88 

Bushrod Gartrell House 

Fletcher Veitch Farmhouse 

Spring Garden 

Melwood (Captain Strain 
House) 

Locust Hill 

Locust Grove II 

Gittings Ha Ha 

Log Tenant House 

George Stabler Farmhouse 

19 

Location 

6630 Damascus Road, 
Laytonsville 

23511 Howard Chapel Rd, 
Brookeville 

5210 Damascus Road, 
Laytonsville 

6001 Griffith Road, 
Laytonsville 

6410 Sundown Road, 
Laytonsville 

6201 Olney-Laytonsville 
Road, Laytonsville 

6121 Sundown Road, 
Laytonsville 

4201 Sundown Road, 
Laytonsville 

22015 Georgia Avenue, 
Brookeville 

22000 Georgia Avenue, 
Brookeville 

5211 Brookeville Road, 
Laytonsville 

4700 Brookeville Road, 
Brookeville 

19715 Zion Rd., Olney 

4415 Brookeville Road, 
Brookeville 

3415 Brookeville Road 
Brookeville 

21030 New Hampshire Ave., 
Brookeville 

21020 New Hampshire Avenue, 
Brookeville -

101 Haviland Mill Road, 
Brinklow 
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

~ 

I 

8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 

Rn~-..,~.,.-- ~n-
• • --· L' . . L...,._...i_.-:_:_ ;. ~.,; 

MEMORANDu"M March 21, 1986 

TO: Richard Ferrara, Director 

MARYLAND H'STOR;CAL 
TRUST 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
John L. Menke, Director 

FROM: 

// Department of Environmental Protection 
[/ J. Rodney Little, Direc~or 

State Historic Preservation Office 
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Melissa C. Banach, Coordinator ll~rtn 
Community Planning North ~-

SUBJECT: Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern 
Montgomery County Resources 

I am pleased to transmit to you this Preliminary D~aft 
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 
Nor":.hern and Eastern Montgomery Col1nt:v Resources. 

This document contains the recolfu~endations of the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission on approximately 80 
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, Aspen Hill, 
and Burtonsville areas of the County. 

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, ApriI 21, 
1986, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional 
O!fice at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Should you have any questions concerning this specific 
Preliminary Draft A.~endment, please do not hesitate to contact 
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565. 

MCB:MR:dws 
Attachment 
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1\111'~ 
THE Mt.P.YLt:J~D-Nf-.TIONAL C:/\PIT /\L P/l.RV. fl.r!r1 Plf'd·H-llf'JG C0Mh.'11SS 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

ACTION TAKEN 

23/l 

23/2 

23/3 

23/4 

*23/5 

23/10 

*23/14 

23/16 

23/20 

23/22 

23/25 

April 8. 1987 

The following sites will be removed from the 
Locational Atlas. 

23/96 

23/32 
23/98 

23/43 

23/44 -
*23/98-3 

- ' 
*23/50 

23/99 

23/52 
*23/llO 

23/55 
23/113 

23/56 
23/114 

-
23/59 -

23/61 

23/74 - 23/l.l.6 

23/88 23/117 
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.MlillYLAND HISTO?..ICAL TRUST WORKSHEE'I' 

NOMINA.'l'ION FORM 
for the 

N.f.SIONJtL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PU.CES 1 NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

f!t~§t~~::;c'••···J ·.< <·············\ : r·:rn7?"" ... ~ ......... ·•""· _..,.,......,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,..,,,,,.:"'•···=·· ::~ .... >--"'"""-~~--

!ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

f-1#23-28 
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.7:-::ffiCi~t5·~TtON ~~-----~------·----
"""-~~--~---· ---· --·--------

(Ch<Jcll: Orie) 

CONDl'TlON 
0 Excellent iii Gcod 0 Fair 0 Deteriornted 0 R<Jina 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Ch-~-ckO-ne-j~·---~·--T,-------(-C_h_e_ck_O_n-~--~~~--...1 

~ A!lt<nod 0 Unc:h<0red 0 Move-d iii Oviginol Sit<t 
.~-'----- ----- ------~~-·~-~~-~~~.;;;;:_------~--4 

DE..SC.f<ltHS THE PA.ES.ENT 1' "110 OfilG!NAL (ii k1~own) Pi-1V$1CAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a i.-:1;2 story, stone building, now covered 

with stucco. There is a central chimney. The facade is 

three bays. The house is built on the side of the hill with 

the foundation exposed on the gable end; there is a O.oor 

into the basement. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash~ 
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~--~--"'""--.,------·--------~··----·---------~-----------
Sl~Htf'ICANCf 
:-~ - -

PERIOD (C."iei;k Om1 or More aa Ap<,>r0ptlat<11) 

0 p,.,.Coluinbian 0 16th C•r.tury 0 18th Cer.tury 0 20th Cen!ury 

0 15th Century 0 17th Cen~ury • i9th C•ntury 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

... REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cneck One or M<>«• •• A.pproprlata) 

Aboriginal 0 Edueatien 0 Politiccil D U,.ban Planning 

D PNOhistoric D Eng.in .. tring 0 Religion/Phi. D Other (Specify) 

0 Historic D Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 lnveMion D S<:ien¢e 

0 Architecture D landscape D Sculpture 

D Att Architecture 0 Sod" I/Human-

D Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

D Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Musi<: D Transportation 
"< 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

------. 
·-

?S - 7CB 
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LATITUDE ANO l.ONGITUOE COOROIN.A.TES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

I 
lo 

,, 
-----.~-~.-..... ...... ~-=-~~ ....... ~-~ .... ,~ 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEF;NING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPS::RTY 

----~---------~----------• R -=-·--·-,·-·-o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H._.,.AN_T_E_N_•_c.:..R~E_s ______ --+ 
' CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE • -1:.. ( • .'ATtTUOE.· "\ -'"'·• LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes S•conds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S..ccnds Degrees Minula5 Seconds 
NW 0 0 0 ·.•· I!·.• ~ 

NE 0 " 
SE 0 0 

<ow 9 0 I APPROXl-MATE ACREAGE.OF NOMINATED PROPE·RTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGAN? ZAT10N 

.Ml:JCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georai;:i Av 

I 
'

STA TE 

Marv land 

(Off ice Use Only) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Si.ln<=>r ~nri nrt 

~tate L~ais~n Officer Review: 

Significance of this property is: 
Nation.al 0 State O Local 0 
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! 
NAME £.t. &~IFFtrH'S 

LOCATION RJ. tfdo ( SllN/JOWN &I. ) UrtaNSVlu£, /ltd. 

FACADE SW 

PHOTO TAKEN f/d.3 (W /llONYI< 


