
M1ryl~nd Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Dr. Dwyer House or "Bl eakwood" 

and/or common 

2. Location 

Survey No. V\', 23-33 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

street & number 3 7 3 0 Damascus Rd. __ not for publication 
·-------~~-~~~~--~~--

city, town Brookeville _ vicinity ot congressional district 1st 

state Mar~land county J;:1s;intggm~.:~ 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
__ district- __ public __ ;K. occupied __ agriculture _museum 
_K__ bullding(s) ~-private _ unoccupied ____ commercial __ park 

_structure __ both __ work in progress __ educational -~ private residence 
__ site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment __ religious 

/'~_object _in process __ yes: restricted __ government __ scientific 
__ being considered __ yes: unrestricted ____ industrial __ transportation 
__ not applicable _x_no ____ military __ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mayna Dwyer Elkins 

street & number 3 7 3 0 Damascus J3.d • telephone no.: 
-----------

city, town B k · 11 state and zip code M 1 :3 rQO ey1 e _an,r_,,gp~. 20729 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Court House 
liber 

915 

street & number folio 236 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MNCPPC Hi st or i c S j te s: Inven..to•..1,ri,'-----------------

date 1976 __ federal ~ state ~ county __ local 

l.leposltory for survey records Park Historian's Office 
-------

city, town Rockville state Maryland 



!iiV Good 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

( Cl>eck One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) I (Check One) 

UJ Alter"d 0 Undtorecl 0 Moved g Original Site 
DESCR18ETHEPRESEN--;:-;-~DORIG-IN-A-~-(~17flm::--ow-n~)-P-H-Y-5-IC-A-~~A-PP-E-A~R-A-N-C-E~~~~~~-=:::::......~~~~~-~--f 

The house is a two story, frame structure with a 

three bay, main (north) facade. The central doorway has a 

transom light and flanking sidelights. The doors have arched, 

moulded panels. The first floor windows are 2/4 double hung 

sash opening to the porch floor. The second floor windows 

are 2/2 double hung sash. The frieze is a wide board below 

a boxed cornice. There is a central gable window with a 

segmentally arched head. There are internal chimneys at 

either end. 

In plan, the house has a central hall and flanking 

parlors. The door frames have heavy mouldings. The base

boards are tall with a moulding capping them. 
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--·-~··,~·--=·=-~=~"'i;;~·,;,.~~·_,, __________________ _ 

'~~~!.-!.~!~£.--~-~'~-----------s-u ..... rv_e_y_N_o_. __ ..:..H•:~~::;;;.;3;;...-'..;;;;3;.;;;3;..._ 
---· ""'""""'"""""-·'"""'-·"'' mwww• • 

~ ti:iriod J!l1.reas of Signllincanc&-Check and justify below 
· ·---- pre·historic 
--- 1400-1499 
. --- 1500-1599 

_,_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
__ agriculture -··· economics _ literature __ sculpture 

/ _ 1600-1699 ~architecture - education - military - social/ 
--- 1700-1799 
-~ 1800-1899 

__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 

----- 1900- ___ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 
- Invention __ other (specify) 

::llpeciffo dates 18 7 7 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 

A B 

c D 

c D E F 

Level of Significance: national state local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Dr. Dwyer house is significant as an example of verna
cular architecture typical to that constructed in Montgomery County 
from the mid-nineteenth throu9h the early twentieth centuries. 
The house was built by Dr. Jolrn D. :OW-yer, a local dentist, in 1877 •

1 

The house sat on 12 1/2 acres of a tract of land refe!fed to as 
"Snowden 1 s Purchase." This was land that Dr Q Dwyer inherited 
from his father, James Dwyer. 2 Dr. Dwyer lived in the house, often 
refered to as "Bleakwood ~· with his wife, Susan, and their only child1 
Mayna. Based on a substantial rise in the assessed value of th~ 
house, Dr. D..v'Yer made improvements to it between 1901 and 1910. 3 

After Dr. Dwyer 1 s death sometime around 1928, Susan and Mayna con
tinued to live in the house. In 1956, Susan died intestate and 
the house went to Mayna, the present owner.4 According to Mayna, 
the "old house hasn 1 t changed much in 50 years. 11 5 The house now 
sits on a 10 acre lot. 

1courier, June 16, 1976. 
2Martenet & Bond map of 1865, showing the property as belong

ing to James Dwyer. 

!~~:~·2~~4/~;~,A~~::: ~~:,L!~~l;!~~~~s. 
5courier, June 16, 1976. 



M: 1123-33 

Attachment Sheet 

~he Dwyer House is an example of a tomoon architectual style 
found in the rural dwellings of Montgomery County. As usually found 
in this house type, it is three bays across and has a gable roof with 
a center.gable. In this case the center gable is large and contains 
a small segmentally arched window. The center gable motif is re
peated in the Victorian porch with turned posts and bracketing that 
runs the length of the facade. The house stands as a good, unalter
ed example of a popular ninetnneth century house form; retaining 
its nineteenth cnetury appearence. 



Mont. Co. Land Records 
· Mont. Co. Contm, Tax Assessm0nt Books 

Courier, 6/16/76 
.r---.....;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;::;;;,,;._...;...........;~~"""""'~~--·--~----~~-

~ o. Geogr~phical Data 
.. f 1 t d rt 10 acres 1\ereage o nom na e prope y _________________ _ 

Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALL.JI I I I JI 1I1L1.JJ 
Zone Easting 

c LL.J .__I ..._I ......._L ..... ..J_ 

t: LLJ .__I l~L-
G L.Ll ._I ..... I -'---!, __ , ......., 

Northing 

LI LI 
L ..... 1 ~~Ll--
1 I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

aw 
Zone 

ol.LJ 
F Li_j 

H L_l 

Quadrangle scale 

I I I l 1J I I I I 
Easting Northing 

I I I I I 
! I 1J I 
I I w 

' ( 

ll..iig;t an states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

I 
I 
J 

11. Form Prepared By 
~~~~--~------~~~----~~~~~~--~----~--~~~~~~~ ..... ~~~~--~~~~~-

name/title Catherine Crawford 

?rganization Mont. Co. Hist Preservation Cornmo date 8/82 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rqcbz:j 11 e state . Maryiand 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



..,UL Vt!Y l'<U. 

·Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory fGrm 

Magi No. M. 23 ·33 
DOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic Dr. Dwyer House or "Bleakwood" 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 3730 Damascus Rd. _ not for publlcatlon 

city, town Brookeville _ vicinity of 
.,.._...._ a \-V

congresslonal district .1.::N:. u 

stat• Maryland county Montgomery 

3. Classification 
Categol'J 
_district 
~ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership Status Present Use 
_ public ~ occupied _ agriculture _ museum 
~private _unoccupied _ commercial _ park 
_ both _ work in progress _ educational ~ private residence 
Publlc Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment _ religious 
_ In process _ yes: restricted _ government _ scientific 
_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted _ industrial _ transportation 

e-"~ __________ -;;.-;;.-;;.n_o_t __ a_P_P_1_1_c_ab_1_e ____ ....x... ____ no ______________ .=-_-__ m_1_11t_a_ry __________ -_-;._oth __ e_r: ________ _ 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

n:ime Mayna Dwyer Elkins J111c. e.a-'Sc:A) M n.. cl e s-t-n- L, l-11"" ,., d .12.. / e. Id 

street & number 3730 Damascus Rd. telephone no.: J'l.1-1.- 9111 .3 ,J" 

city, town Brgokeyille state and i d • · 1 -z P co e MacyJ apd, 20729 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Court House liber 915 

street & number folio 236 

city. town Rockville state Mary land 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MNCPPC Historic Sjtes Imrentory 

date 1976 - federal ~state ~county _ local 

depoaltory toraurvey records Park Historian's Off ice 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 



(Checl< One) 

(Cheel< One) 

O E·xcellent ii _~_D. __ F_o1_, __ 0_D_e,1e_ri_or_o1_e_c1 __ 0_R_u_in_• __ D_·U_n_••-"p-o_•e_c1 ___ _. 
(Checl< One) 

CONDITION 

II Altered 0 Unclterecl 0 Movecl {i)I. Original Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~o ORIGINAL. (II known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

The house is a two story, frame structure with a 

three bay, main (north) facade. The central doorway has a 

transom light and flanking sidelights. The doors have arched, 

moulded panels. The first floor windows are 2/4 double hung 

sash opening to the porch floor. The second fleer windows 

are 2/2 double hung sash. The frieze is a wide board below 

a boxed cornice. There is a central gable window with a 

segmentally arched head. There are internal chimneys at 

either end. 

In plan, the house has a central hall and flanking 

parlors. The door frames have heavy mouldings. The base

boards are tall with a moulding capping them. 
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a. Significance Survey No. 

F"erlod Areas of Slgnlncanc._check and Justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 

_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
-- egrlculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

..1L architecture _education _ mllltary _ social/ 
- art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- communications _ Industry _ polltlcs/government _ transportation 

_ lnventlon _other (specify) 

Specific dates 1877 Bullder/Archltect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B c 

A B 

D 

c D E F 

Level of Significance: national state local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Dr. Dwyer house is significant as an example of verna
cular architecture typical to that constructed in Montgomery County 
from the mid-nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. 
The house was built by Dr. John o. Dwyer, a local dentist, in 1877. 1 

The house sat on 12 1/2 acres of a tract of land refei:ted to as 
"Snowden's Purchase." This was land that Dr. Dwyer inherited 
from his father, James Dwyer. 2 Dr. Dwyer lived in the house, often 
refered to as "Bleakwood~' with his wife. Susan, and their only child;> 
Mayna. Based on a substantial rise in the assessed value of the 
house, Dr. Dwyer made improvements to it between 1901 and 1910 .3 
After Dr. !Myer's death sometime around 1928, Susan and Mayna con
tinued to live in the house. In 1956, Susan died intestate and 
the house went to Mayna, the present owner.4 According to Mayna , 
the "old house hasn't changed much in 50 years."5 The house now 
sits on a 10 acre lot. 

ing 

~~~./.~ ~~ 

1courier, June 16, 1976. 
2Martenet & Bond map of 1865, showing the property as belong-

to James Dwyer. 
3Mont. co. Tax Asses. Bk., 1901-1910. 
4oeed 2174/123, Mont. Co. Land Records. 
5courier, June 16, 1976. 



~. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. f\.if,1-5-·s:, ~ 

Mont. Co. Land Records 
Mont. co. Comm, Tax Assessment Books 
Courier, 6/16/76 

1 O. Geographical Data 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------=~ Acreage of nominated property ___ l_O __ a_c_r..c_.e_s __ 
Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM ref er enc es 
-. .-. . l 

B w ...... I ..._I _._! -""-'-_.__,I I I I I ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I I I I I oliJ ...... l....._1-'-i.--....~I ...... I J.....,1--'--'"'...._.~ 
eLLJ I I I I I F LLJ I I I ._I _,__.__.__.....,...i...,j 

GLLJ I I I I J HLL.J I I I 
'lerbal boundary description and justification 

·; : r ~- _, .: . '· ·I ·- rr 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

t=. 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
r.ame/title Catherine Crawford 

organi4Cilcion Mont. Co. Hist Preservation Comm. date 8/82 

street & number telephone 

city or town Backni 11 e state . Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL 

[__j=::=J 
CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 

~!----' 
Rn;r.....~~..- ~D, 

<--1 .. J ,.. •• ' ' -~ t.: . 
• ~"\._........;..•...-!- l-"~"'i 

MEMORANDUM March 21, 1986 

MARYLAND µ1~rr-0:"11L· ..... iJ1\11.,..,; 

TRUST 
TO: 

FROM: 

Richard Ferrara, Director 
Department of Housing and Community Development 

John L. Menke, Director 
~ Department of Environmental Protection 
~ J. Rodney Little, Director 

State Historic Preservation Off ice 
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Melissa ~· Banach~ Coordinator hVffh 
Community Planning North ~-

SUBJECT: Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern 
Montgomery County Resources 

I am pleased to transmit to you this Prelimina!Y Draft 
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 
Northern and Eastern Montgomery County Resources. 

This document contains the recom.."nendations of the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission on approximately 80 
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, Aspen Hill, 
and Burtonsville areas of the County. 

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, Apri! 21, 
1986, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional 
Office at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Should you have any questions concerning this specific 
Preliminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to contact 
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565. 

MCB:MR:dws 
Attachment 



PRELIMINARY DRAFT 

A...M.ENDMENT TO THE APPROVED AND ADOPTED 
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

/ 

NORTHERN AND EASTERN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, 
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtonsville Areas 

March 1986 

• 

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/ 
Ashton Special Study Plan, 1970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the 
1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan; being also an 
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of 
Highways within Montgomery county, Maryland. 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090 
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l\C 23-33 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preserva
tion, any substantial changes to the exterior of a resource or 
its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Pre
servation Commission and a historic area work permit issued. The 
Ordinar.ce also empowers the County's Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Historic Preservation Commiss'ion to prevent 
the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 

It is the intent of the Master Plan and Ordinance to proviae 
a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing Mont
gomery County's heritage for the benefit of present and future 
residents. The accompanying challenge is to weave protection for 
this heritage into the County's planning program so as to maxi
mize community support for preservation and minimize infringement 
on private property rights. 

THE AMEND:VlENT 

The purpose of this Preliminary Draft Amendment is to con
sider the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission's 
recommendations that the following sites be designated on the 
Master Plan for Historic Preservation and protected under the 
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the 
Montgomery County Code. A copy of the Ordinance is provided in 
Appendix B of this document. 

(NOTE: Unless otherwise specified in the Preservation Com
mission's nomination, the recom..~ended environmental setting for 
each site is the entire parcel on which the resource is located 
as of the date it is designated on the Master Plan as defined in 
Section 24A-2 of the County's Preservation Ordinance. v~~ere 
additional buildings of historical or architectural importance 
are associated with a site, these buildings are noted in the 
nomination as being part of the recommended setting.) 

Atlas # 

1.5/55 

Location 

Spencer/Carr House 2420 Spencerville 

Dating from 1855 with a rear section added in the 
l870's, this three-story house is distinguished by 
three over three windows on the third floor and a one
story porch with bracketed pillars on the front facade. 

Significant as an example of the "Spencerville style",a 
local style characterized by a special grouping of 
architectural detail most notably half windows on the 
third story extending into the boxed cornice and roof 
line. 

2 



23/31 

& 

23/47 

23/50 

Pleasant Fields/Sundown Hills 4615 sundown Road 

Circa 1775 -- Georgian style stone house of tremendous 
proportion and of a scale not usually found in houses 
of the era. 

The house shows touches of high quality such as the 
suggestion of brick flat arches in the lintels of the 
first story windows and the use of larger cut stones in 
the water table in the front of the house. 

Associated with Henry Gaither I, an important Revolu
tionary era figure, and with other generations of the 
Gaither family, throughout much of the 19th century. 

Included in the recommended setting is the main house, 
the small stone smokehouse, and the Gaither family 
cemetery. 

Dr. Dwyer House (Bleakwood) 3730 Damascus Road 

Built in 1877, this two-story frame house features a 
central gable with arched window, a central entrance 
with transom and side lights, internal, end chimneys 
and a one-story porch across the front facade. 

Significant as a largely unaltered example of the Gothic 
Revival architecture prevalent in the County in the 
late 1800's with notable mill work on the front porch. 

Pleasant View 21000 Georgia Avenue 

Dating from 1870, this two story frame house has under
gone successive sympathetic additions which chronicle 
its growth from a late Federal style residential struc
ture through the turn of the century into the 1940's. 

Believed built by Allen Bowie Davis, extensive land 
holder and one time State senator, as a residence for 
his mill hand, operator of the estate's mill located on 
Gold Branch. 

A number of excellent outbuildings as well as remnants 
of the mill race are included in the recommended setting. 

Charles A.C. Higgens Farm 4300 Gregg Road 

Dating from 1869, this two and one-half-story frame 
farmhouse features white novelty siding, wrap-around 
porch with turned posts and jigsawed brackets and an 
intersecting gable roof with red, raised-seamed, metal 
covering. 

5 
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i~r _____ _, 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See corre s p on den ce date d ___ J_u_n_e_1_0_, _1_9_8_6 ________ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The purpose of this Final Draft Amendment is to designate 
the following sites on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation 
thereby extending to them the protection of the county's Historic 
Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County 
Code. 

M: 15/67 ••••.•.•. Maiden's Fancy 

M: 23/19 •••.••••. Retirement 

~ ..•...• Bleakwood 

M: 23/82 •.•...•.• Grafton Holland Farm (Sunnymeade Farm) 

M: 23/103 •• ; ••••. John D. Berry House 

M: 23/123 ..•.••.• Jacob Allnutt Farm 





NAME C2:>LZAkw-o-oo/ ~(e. ()to-<.\~ t.\ous0 
LOCATION Qflffi~l...L-<:> '2...D.1 Ll.Ul1"L( 1 f'YIO. 

FACADE k.) 

PHOTO TAKEN \ t / '? {'?4 

M . ~l.0..-L(~ 


