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Access: Public/Restricted 

Description: 

Unity is located in the largely rural region of northeastern Mont

gomery County, along the Damascus Road just north of the intersec

tion of Rt.s 650 & 97. Unity consists of a cluster of nineteenth 

century structures lying directly along the Damascus Road, all 

contigious to each other and without noncontributing infill. 

The majority are typical of the vernacular architecture found 

in rural Montgomery County. They are two story frame residences 

with gable roofs with center gable facades, many with rear ells 

and elements of Victorian architecture. Also included are two 

~ residences, one brick and one frame, dating from the period 

around the turn of the eighteenth century. 

Significance: 

Unity is significant for its cluster of nineteenth century 

structures which rest undisturbed along a small stretch of the 

Damascus Road. Largely vernacular Victorian in style, these 

structures exemplify the type of architecture found in the rural 

areas of Montgomery County. Unity remains as what is left of a 

once prosperous nineteenth century village of residences and 

businesses which served the local farming community as well as 

trade traffice between Baltimore and Annapolis. During this period 

Unity included a tavern or Inn, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, a shoe 

shop, general store and post office. 



Survey No.tif.23-34 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Unity, Mary 1 and 

and/orcommon Unity Historic District 

2. Location 

street&number 3315through 3431 Damascus Road _ not for publication 

city, town Brookeville _lL vicinity of congressional district 1st 

state Maryland county Montgomery 

3. Classification 
Category 
_x_ district
- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

/'""~- object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
__x private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Multiple Ownership (see attached) 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 

street & number folio 

city, town Rockville state Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _federal ~state ~county _local 

.. epository for survey records M-NCPPC Park Historian's Office 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Unity is located in the largely rural region of north
eastern Montgomery County along the Damascus road (Rt. 
650), just north of the intersection of Rt.s 650 & 97. 
It is only within a mile or two below the Patuxent River 
and the Howard County line. The Unity Historic District 
consists of a cluster of nineteenth century structures 
lying directly along the Damascus Road. They are all 
contigious to each other, without the inclusion of any 
new, noncontributing structures. 

The majority of these buildings (all of which currently 
serve as private· residences) are typical of the vern-a:cu~ 
lar architecture found in rural Montgomery County. They 
are two story, frame houses with gable roofs with center 
gable facades. Many include rear ells and elements of 
Victorian architecture. The exceptions to this are 
#3315 and #3324, both dating from the period around the 
turn of the eighteenth century. /13315 is a large, brick 
residence and #3324 , which was constructed in parts, 
now has a Colonial Revival appearence. 
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8. Significance Survey No. 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _science 

.1500-1599 
- - 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_x_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo~ation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or· 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gerieral statement of history and 
support. \ 

The ·unity -Historic District is significant: foY -its cluster 
of nineteenth century structures which rest undisturbed 
along a small stretch of the Damascus Road. Largely 
vernacular Victorian in style, these structures exemplify 
the type of architecture found in the rural areas of 
Montgomery County dating from the latter part of the 
nineteenth century. A few earlier structures are also 
standing. 

Unity remains as what is left of a once prosperous nine
teenth century village of residences and businesses 
which served the local farming community as well as 
trade traffic between Baltimore and Annapolis. Unity 
was said to have been only one days journey from Annapolis 
and, therefore, a good stopping point for trade traffic. 
Unity was also located on the road to Tridelphia which 
during the first half of the nineteenth century was an 
industrial center with a grist mill, saw mill, cotton 
factory and village (wiped out in the flood of 1868). 
Tridelphia, then, provided additional patronage of 
Unity's businesses and services. Indeed, much of the 
commercial enterprises in Unity catered to such traffic. 
During the nineteent~ century Unity included a tavern or 
hotel, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, a shoe shop, general 
merchandise stores and a post off ice in addition to a 
church, school and a number of residences. 

The town began its ecnomic decline in the early twentieth 
century as growth in the county started to concentrate in 
down county areas closer to Washington, D.C. and as 
changes in transportation (ie. the Metropolitan Branch of 
the B&O railroad and the rise of the autobomile) were 
created. The road t;hrough UI\ity~ ~heri,, no lon~~: served 
as an important trade route. By the early twentieth cen
tury the town had only a store and blacksmith shop and 

See Attachment Sheet 



Attachment Sheet-
- was thus, as it is today, largely residential. The last of 

Unity's commercial enterprises, the general merchandise 
store, closed down in the 1950's. 

The centers of population and trade in Montgomery County 
have changed greatly during the twentieth century. Modern 
technology has revolutionized industry and transport and 
in the process created new areas of growth, leaving the 
old behind. Villages like Unity (and like Hyattstown, 
Clarksburg, Darnestown, etc.) which once served a valuable 
function in the old modes and routes of trade and indus
try are now largely nonproductive. Thus, while Unity 
today is strictly a community of nineteenth century resi
dences, it also serves as a reminder of early patterns 
of growth and commerce in Montgomery County. 

M; l3-3~ 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. 11:1s-sY 
Montgomery County Land Records, Wills, Judgment & Tax Records 
Interviews with residents, Merritt & Nancy Chance, John Fletcher 
Brown, Anna Higgins White, etc. 
Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
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HISTORY & SUPPORT 

The history of Unity dates back quite far, to the eighteenth 
century. The tract of land upon which the town rests, "John 
& Sarah," was surveyed in 1724 for John Philburn and in
cluded 200 acres. It was Henry Griffith and Henry Gaither, 
both prominent citizens of Montgomery County who featured 
significantly in the Revolutionary War efforts, who have 
been credited with the founding of the town. Both had 
large estates not far from the present town site and 
were perhaps the earliest settlers in this area, estab
lishing their families here circa. 1775. However, it 
is not until 1700's that further evidence of inhabitance 
in the Unity area is discovered. The 1783 tax asses
ments list three males as owning parts of the "John & 
Sarah" tract. John Prather had 160 acres with a frame 
dwelling,.a log dwelling and four out houses. Joseph 
West Plummer had 61 1/4 acres with three log cabins 
and John Musgrove had 10 1/4 acres of unimproved land. 
Dennis Griffith's 1794 map is the first acknowledgment 
of the small crossroads village which appeared as "Unity 
T." According to Thomas Scharf's, History of Western 
Maryland, p. 717, the town of Unity was officially created 
by an Act of Assembly prior to 1806. Scharf also men
tions that the first house, however, was not erected 
until 1811 by Elisha Gaither (now gone). Evidently 
this structure was soon followed by others. Scharf 
goes on to list the first business, probably a general 
merchandise store, established by Garrett Gaither in 
1813; the first hotel established by Hugh Anderson prior 
to 1818, and a post office with William Price as the 
first postmaster in 1824. By 1827, the village included 
six dwellings. · 

The development of Unity was undoubtedly due at least in 
part to its location along a major road from Balitmore 
toAnnapolis as well as its proximity to the town of 
Tridelphia with its cotton factory and grist mills. 
Supposedly there was also a cattle weighing station in 
the area at one time. The town was said to have been 
one days journey from Annapolis. Unity, then, was a 
convenient stopping point for travelers on business 
to or from one of these locations. Indeed, the commer
cial enterprises in Unity catered to such traffic with 
a tavern or hotel, blacksmiths and wheelwrights, a shoe 
shop and general merchandise store, all of which appear
ed in Unity over the years. 

By 1865, the Martinet & Bond Map shows in the village of 
Unity a church (an episcopal chapel now gone), black
smith shop, shoe shop, a store and six residences. 
Thus, it was a thriving community., Unity appears much 
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the same on the Hopkin's Atlas of 1879, with the addition 
of a few more residences. 

T.S. Boyd's, History of Montgomery County, Maryland, 
speaks of Sunshine , but not Unity in 1879. Evidently 
Sunshine (located approximately one mile east of Unity) 
and Unity were often mixed and either name used to refer 
to the two villages together. Or else, there was a rivalry 
going on as to which town the area post off ice would be 
located. In fact, the Unity post office was mov~d to 
Sunshine in December of 1870, reverted back to Unity in 
January of 1874, back to Sunshine in March of 1874 and 
finally to Unity in March of 1885 where it remained until 
discontinued in August of 1908 in favor of rural free 
delivery. In fact, Unity is said to have had the thitd 
oldest post office in the county (Scharf). The post 
offices of each town were located in the town's general 
store. In addition, Boyd's Discussion of Sunshine de
scribes it as having good ~rnil, producing corn, wheat and 
hay. He gives a population of 150 persons. A study of 
Hopkin's Atlas of that same year reveals that Boyd is 
referring to Sunshine as a community encompassing the vil
lage of Unity as well as the surrounding farms within a 
few miles radius of Sunshine. Thus, Unity can also 
be described in general terms as a rural farming commu
nity with a concentration of residences and businesses 
which serve the local farmers as well as travelers along 
the roadway. 

Unity must have seen prosperous years -from the last quar
ter of the nineteenth century to the early twentieth cen
tury. Evidnece of this is seen in the present village 
of Unity which includes a number of residences and a 
general store constructed during this period. During 
this time Unity still had a number of businesses such 
as store, shoe shop, blacksmith and wheelwright. It 
also boasted a church and a school (at least two in 
Unity's history, one still standing). The town also 
had a resident doctor, Dr. Spurrier, who had an office 
in his home in town, and a dentist, Dr. Dwyer who 
actually made house-calls. The store in Unity had 
always been a mainstay of the community. It provided 
all the necessary goods including groceries, clothing, 
dry goods, hardware and anything else the area residents 
might need. Over the years it also served as a cen-
ter of activity for the community as a place where 
residents cound gather (for more information see 
resources, Unity Store). 

By the early part of the 1900's, however, business in 
Urtity would be reduced to a blacksmith shop and a 

~· general merchandise store. Changes in the pattern of 
growth in Montgomery County as well as changes in trans-
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portation and industry were undoubtedly responsible for the 
decline in the economy of Unity. The growth areas of the 
county switched to the more southerly regions closer to 
Washington, D.C. The coming of the Metropolitan Branch 
of the B&O Railroad greatly ~ffected transportation and 
transport routes (it did not pass through or even close 
to Unity). In ·additon, a disasterous flood had years ago 
destroyed the town of Tridelphia which had supplied busi
ness to Unity. 

During most of the twentieth century Unity was a residential 
town with a general store. The last of its commercial 
enterprises, the store, finally closed down in the 1950's. 
Thus, the present village of Unity remains as a cluster 
of eighteenth and nineteenth century structures lining · 
a small section of the Damuscus Road. It is now a resi
dential community, peacefully situated in the largely 
undisturbed countryside of northeastern Montgomery 
County. 

-3-
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RESOURCES 

The Unity Store building is all that remains of the commercial 
structures once found in the town. This is an L-shaped, two 
story, five bay wide frame structure with a gable roof. The 
building has two facade entries, one on each of the two 
main blocks. The first, on the long bloc~ is covered by a 
porch supported by plain wooden posts. The second) on the 
forward extending block, is a commercial front with double, 
glass paneled doors. The larger block is lit by six over 
six sash windows and--:the-extend:img block by one over one 
windows (probably replacements). The house has a small 
brick center chimney. It rests on a stone foundation, 
is covered with asbestos shingles and has a raised seam 
metal roof. 

The store building was probably constructed by LLoyd Colli
flower sometime between 1887 and 1892 during which time he 
purchased two lots from the Davis family (Deed JA 33/234 
& JA 6/168). Lloyd Colliflower was the town's merchant. 
According to Hopkin's Atlas of 1879, he traded as "Colli
flower & Harvey" selling "dry goods, groceries, boots, 
shoes, oil, paint, fish, oysters,etc." This store was 
evidently a move for Colliflower as his store appears ac~oss 
the road from the present site in 1879. 

In April of 1896, after Mr. Colliflower had defaulted on 
the mortgage, the property was sold by trustee. The de
scription which appeared in the advertisement for mort
gagee's sale went as follows; "The property fronts on the 
main street through said village (Unity) and is nearly· 
surrounded by the rich farm formerly owned by Franklin 
Groomes. It is improved by a 2 story frame store house, 
about 20 x 40 feet, stable and other outbuildings. This 
is a well known and valuable business stand'' (Equity, 
case #1380, Judgement Record 10/338). The store was sold 
fo~ $1400 to Charles Adler of Baltimore City (Deed JA 53/ 
242). 

In January of 1899, the store was purchased by Joshua 
Higgins and Clifford Howard who traded for a few years 
as "Higgins & Howard" until Mr. Howard sold out to Mr. 
Higgins who continued to run the store. Mr. Higgins or
iginally had a store in Laytonsville but the number of 
other stores in that area created too much competition. 
Thus, he purchased the Unity store and moved his family 
into the town. The store sold general merchandise-
groceries, clothing, hardware, etc. A warehouse building 
was then connected to the side of the store for the storage 
of excess goods. The store also housed the Unity post 
office. In addition, there was a road scale to the side 
of the store. Here, local farmers would bring their wa-
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;- gons loaded with grain to be weigheEk before taking it to 
be sold (Mrs. Anna Higgins White, daughter of Joshua Higgins, 
October, 1984). Mr. Higgins was finally forced by debts 
to sell the store in 1922. It then consisted of 1/8 acre 
of land improved by a frame store house along with'~quan
tity of stock, goods, wares and Merchandise." Included on 
the 1/8 acre was a stable, wagon shed and corn house com
bined. According to the advertisement which appeared upon 
the sale, "This store is well located in a thriving com
munity and is a splendid location for anyone desiring to 
enter the general merchandise Business ... " (Judicals, 
March Term 1922, Judgement Record 33/115). 

The store was purchased in June of 1926 by Charles N. 
Zeilter (402/244). He sold it in April of 1932 to John 
Fletcher Brown (534/423). Mr. Brown sold groceries, hard
ware, dry goods, gas & oil, work clothes, ice cream & 
candy, etc. Much of his merchandise was purchased from 
traveling salesmen and from his weekly trips to the At
lantic Wholesale Grocery Company located at the Baltimore 
inner harbor. Mr. Brown would close the store on Sunday 
afternoons to make these trips. As the only commercial 
enterprise in town at this time, Mr. Brown's store served 
as a community gathering place. The store stayed open 
until 9 or 10 o'clock in the evenings so that the local 
"loafers" and "liars" could sit around the coal stove or 
on the front porch and relax and tell their stor.ies. 
Mr. Brown also speaks of the gypsies that would periodi
cally come through town. One would attempt to keep the 
storekeeper busy while others stole from the store 
(Mr. John Fletcher Brown and daughter, Gloria Kennedy, 
October 1984). 

Mr. Brown sold the store in May of 1954 to James and Eva 
Givens, the current owners (Deed 2128/180). They continued 
to run it as a general store for a few more years then 
finally went out of business. The store was then converted 
into a private residence which the Givens rent out. 

Unity includes two, very early nineteenth century residences, 
·:e.he first and most authentic of which is. the brick house 
at 3315 Damascus Road. This is a vernacular Georgian 
style brick house. It is rectangularly shaped and is 
four bays wide with a side gable roof. The entry is to 
the west side. The house is lit by six over six sash 
windows. The cornice is emphasized in the front with a . 
shallow, stepped molding and in the rear by a more elabor
ate, dentiled molding. It has brick end chimneys with a 
small window vent to each side of the chimneys. A cut-out 

f''""' brick balcony-like porch covered by an arbor of vines 
runs the length of the facade. Underneath, a doorway is 
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open to the cellar. At the east side of the rear elevation 
is a 1 1/2 story, gable roofed brick wing. To the other 
side of that, also to the rear, is a single story, modern 
room addition. The current owners, Merritt and Nancy 
Chance, were told that the two inner layers of brick were 
made locally and that the outer layer including the curved 
brick used in the cornice were imported from England. 
Sand and lime was used to mortar the brick together. 
The house's end chimneys supply it with five fireplaces, 
two on each of the first and second stories and one large 
fireplace suitable for cooking in the cellar. 

This residence is highly significant to the history of 
Unity not only because it is an early brick dwelling but 
because it has a long history of service to the community. 
This house served as the town's first hotel. It was 
used over the years as a hotel, tavern and as a store 
as well as a private residence. It was constructed circa. 
1810 by Hugh Anderson. Mr. Anderson purchased the lot 
on which this structure was built, 36 1/4 square perches, 
for $18.12 1/2 in January of 1806 from Henry Gaither of 
Montgomery County (Deed M/454). According to Scharf's, 
History of Western Maryland, p.717, Hugh Anderson kept 
the first hotel in Unity, occupying what was later (1843-
1884) the home of Nimrod Davis, for that purpose. In 
December of 1819, Mr. Anderson sold the property for $1000 

,,--., to Levi Chambers of Anne Arundel County (Deed V/51). 
He kept it only a short time, selling it to Andrew Graff 
of Montgomery County in January of 1820 (Deed V/175). 
Scharf states that Mr. Graff too ran a hotel here. He 
must have rented it out as well. An advertisement which 
appeared in the Maryland Journal on November 29, 1825 
states, "The subscriber will rent his tavern stand in 
Unity, at present occupied by William Price, to a good 
tenant ... -- Andrew Graff." 

Later, in August of 1843, the Graff family sold the pro
perty to Nimrod Davis. Mr. Davis ran a tavern here, 
serving food and drink (Mrs. Anna H. White, Oct. 1984). 
In addition, Mr. Davis was the town's blacksmith and 
wheelwright with a shop adjacent to the house. Nimrod 
Davis died on October 4,1884, leaving his property-per
sonal and real- to his second wife, Susan Elms Davis, 
and his four children, William K. Davis, Lucretia A. Colli
flower, Silas W. Davi~ and Mary Jane Young. The property 
was divided into lots and sold. The "brick house lot';" 
being the former residence of Nimrod Davis, was sold for 
$600 to Mr. Thomas J. Groomes. 

Mr. Groomes later defaulted on the mortgage and in May of 
1894, the house was offered for sale by a court appointed 
trustee. The improvements as listed in the advertisement 
of sale included a large, two story brick house of eight 
rooms and cellar with a new porch, a hen house, meat house, 
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well and garden with fruit growing ( Equity, case #1209-
1894, Judgement Records JA 12/484). It was purchased by 
Henry C. Brown (Deed TD 6/98) who in turn sold it to 
Mary E. Ensey in October of 1898 (Deed TD 6/100). Mary 
Ensey (later Mrs. John H. Connor) lived on the farm next 
door and rented this house out. For many years it was 
the home of Joshua Higgins, the town merchant, and his 
family. 

In December of 1919 the house was sold to Charles N. 
Zeitler (288/388). Mr. Zeitler later purchased Mr. Hig
gin's store and became the town merchant. He later ran 
a small store out of the cellar of this house after selling 
the store to Mr. Brown (Mr. Brown, Oct.1984). Mr. Zeitler 
later conveyed the house to his daughter, Lillian Z. 
White, a widow from Washington, D.C. It was later convey
ed to Mr. Zeitler's grandson, Nelson Whip~ who had cared 
for him in his later years. 

In March of 1953, the house was sold to the current owners, 
Merritt and Nancy Chance (Deed 1771/75). The ehances 
spent three years making what was a somewhat dilapidated 
house livable. When they purchased it, the house had 
no central heat, running water in the kitchen only, the 
floors sagged, the house needed remortaring, etc. The 
Chances also replaced the wooden porch with the present 

~· brick one. They put regular walls in the second story 
which had previously been divided by thin partitions 
(apparently it had originally been one room). Later, 
part of the rear kitchen wing was removed and a family 
room added to the side of it. A carport was also added 
to the east side of the house at this time, in 1974. 
The chances keep the house well maintained with a f abu
lous garden to the rear. 

Also quite old is 3324 Damascus Road which sits back 
off the street. This house was built in sections, the 
two rear parts being the oldest. Some say this is the 
oldest house standing in Unity. Assuming this is so, 
the rear part of the house was pmnbably constructed by 
Bither Ephriam Gaither or John Prather. In July of 
1799, Mat. Gaither purchased 103 acres of the "John & 
Sarah" tract for 164 pounds and 16 shillings from a 
trustee appointed to sell the real estate of John Prather, 
deceased (Deed H/537). John Prather does appear in 
the 1783 tax records as owning 160 acres of "John & Sarah" 
improved by a frame dwelling \16 x 24) and a log dwel-
ling along with four out houses. 

In August of 1823, Ephraim Gaither sold his farm with 
additional acreage to Francis Simpson (Deed x/165). 
It was stated in the deed that it had been agreed that 
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Gaither would exchange his farm in Montgomery County for 
Simpson's farm in Anne Arundle County. Scharf does mention 
in his History of Western Maryland that in 1827 Francis 
Simpson was living in the house later resided in by Francis 
Groomes (p. 718). 

In May of 1828, Simpson sold ths house along with 94 3/4 
acres to William Price for $1)421 (Deed BS 1/518). Ac
cording to an advertisement which appeared in the Mary
land Journal, November 29, 1825, William Price ran a tavern 
stand, first renting a house owned by Andrew Graff (#3315), 
then moving to a house"lOO yards below his former stand." 
Whether this house was used as Mr. Price's new tavern stand 
is not known for sure. Following the death of William 
Price , his property was sold by trustee in September of 
1860. It consisted of four improved lots. By process 
of elimination, our house was probably on lot tl2 which 
was described as adjoining the village of Unity and con
sisting of over 100 acres improved by an "old dwelling 
house," stable_ and other outbuildings with a pump of 
"excellent" water in the yard ( Equity II 171-1860, Judge
ment Record EBP 3/475). It was purchased by John and 
Mary Kinsey who appear here on the Martinet & Bond map 
of 1865. According to Hopkin's Atlas of 1879, John Kin
sey was a farmer, originally from Howard County. 

In June of 1871 the Kinseys sold the farm of approximate
ly 100 acres to Franklin Groomes for $600 (Deed EBP 9/ 
116). T.S. Boyd's, History of Montgomery County-lists 
Franklin Groomes as a farmer. Groomes sold the farm in 
April of 1884 and it then passed through a succession of 
owners. 

In December of 1910, William B. and Susanna M. Ricketts 
purchased the farm. Mr. Ricketts was a recently retired 
farmer from Redlands, Md. This farm was run by tenant 
farmers while Mr. Ricketts owned it. It was the Ricketts 
who added on the present main block of the house, pro
bably about 1912 (Montgomery County Commissioners Tax 
Assesment books). The new section of the house when 
built was in vernacular Victorian style, fairly typical 
of the rural architecture of turn-of-the-century Mont
gomery County. It was a two story, five bay wide frame 
house with a gable roof with a center gable and a porch 
running the length of the facade. It was built perpen
dicular to the original section of the house. The Ricketts 
sold the farm in May of 1929 and moved to a smaller house 
across the street. 

In October of 1939 the farm was purchased by James and 
Mabel Hambleton of Washington, D.C. (Deed 754/287). 
Mr. Hambleton was the Ch~ef of Bee Culture at the Belts
vill Agricultural Center. The farm, again, was farmed 
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by a tenant farmer. The Hambletons remodeled the house, chang
ing it from a Victorian style residence into a Colonial Re
vival home. This was done by removing the center gable fa
cade and porch and adding a pilastered entry and asbestos 
shingles. The rear wing was changed also. The central en-
try was removed and a large bay window was added. James 
and Mabel Hambleton passed away in 1969 and 1972 respective
ly. The farm then was passed on to their three daughters 
Jean H. Miller, Nancy H. Chance and Edwina H. Earp. In 
June of 1973, they sold the property to S. Wyatt and Mad
galene S. Maynard (Deed 4405/896). They made a change to 
the house as well, enlarging the rear wing. The property 
was sold to the current owner, Felecia A. Lovelet~ in April 
of 1983 (Deed 6057/214). 

This house, #3324, has a two story, five bay by one bay frame 
main block with a gable roof. This section is symetrically 
balanced with a central entry flanked with pilasters and 
topped with a cornice. It is lit by two over two sash win
dows. Two small windows appear in each gable end. To the 
rear of the house are two wings. The first is the oldest 
section of the house. It is a two story, three bay wide 
gable roof section with a large field stone and brick 
chimney block. A porch runs the length of the east ele
vation of this section. To the rear of this is a one and a 
half story, two bay wide, gable roof section, also pre
dating the main block. An additon has been made to this 
section, extending the roof outward. A single story 
screened -in porch has been added to the rear. The house 
rests on a stone foundation, is covered with asbestos shin
gles and has a raised seam metal roof. The rear portion~, 
however, which are quite old, rest on a large timber foun
dation layed directly on the ground. 

Still connected with this property is a tenant house which 
sits directly on the Damascus Road. It was probably 
constructed during the late nineteenth century. Through
out its existence it has been used to house the tenant 
farmer for this farm or rented out. 
It is a two story, three bay by one bay frame house with 
a steeply pitched gable roof. It is symmetrically balanc
ed with a center entry and a window to eithe:risi:de. The 
second story has two windows, one over each of those on 
the first story. A porch supported by chamfered posts 
runs the length of the facade. It is lit by one over one 
sash windows with shutters. The house rests on a stone 
foundation, is covered with asbestos shingles and has a 
corrugated metal roof. There is an exterior stone 
chimney. To the rear is a single story shed roof addi
tion. 
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Unity also includes a number of late nineteenth century, 
vernacular Victorian style dwellings. Five appear in a 
row along the north side of the Damascus Road. The first 
is #3321. This is an L-shaped, two story, three bay by 
three bay frame house with a gable roof. The front entry 
has a full transom and sidelights. Six over six sash 
windows light the house. A porch supported by chamfered 
posts with a cut-out balustrade at the open end runs the 
length of the facade to the front, extending ell. The 
house rests on a stone foundation and is covered with 
unpainted novelty siding. This house, unlike the others, 
faces east instead of south. 

This house was probably built by Lloyd Colliflower and 
his wife, Lucretia Davis Colliflowe~ in the 1880's. 
Mr. Colliflower, the local merchant, purchased two 
lots from the Davise~,his wife's family, during the 
period between 1880 and 1885 (Deed EBP 23/211 & 300/66). 
One of these lots was listed in the docket of real estate 
following the death of Nimrod Davis as improved by a 
log dwelling. Mr. Colliflower must have replaced thts 
earlier dwelling with the present one (Docket RWC 14/326). 

In 1935, the house was purchased by Allen B. and Eliza 
Brown (Deed 592/260) and immediately conveyed to their 
three unmarried daughters (Deed 592/261). Mr. Brown 
had recently retired from farming, turning the family 
farm below Sunshine over to his youngest son, Robert. 
He and his wife lived here with their daughters. The 
sisters held on to the property for many years. Bertha, 
who lived here the longest, useq to take in "welfare" 
or homeless children (John Fletcher Brown, Oct. 1984). 
Martha died in 1971 and in December of 1973 Helen and 
Bertha sold the house to their neighbors, Merritt and 
Nancy Chane~ and moved to a home for the elderly (Deed 
4476/399). The house, which has inadequate plumbing 
and septic system, was condemned by the county after it 
was vacated by the Browns. The Chances now use the 
house for storage with hopes that it may someday be 
made livable. 

Next door is #3401. This house was constructed by 
William Fenton Howes sometime between 1887 and 1892. 
In 1885, Mr. Howes purchased a lot of 75 square perches 
from Silas Davis, the executor of the last will and testa
ment of his father, Nimrod Davi~ for $315. This lot, #3, 
was then improved by Nimrod Davis'~ blacksmith and wheel
wright shop. Mr. Howes evidently continued in the 
same business, building himself a residence as well. 

Then, in 1892, William and his wife, Caroline V. Howe~ 
defaulted on their mortgage and the property was sold by 
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trustee. The advertisement the sale of the property men
tions that it was improved by a "good" blacksmith shop, a 
"new" six room frame dwelling house and other outbuild
ings plus a garden, orchard and a well at the door (Equity 
#1008, Judgement Record JA 9/102). It was purchased in 
August of 1892 by John D. Dwyer for $603 (Deed JA 46/ 
212). John Dwyer was the local dentist who lived down 
the road at "Bleakwood." This property was probably 
rented out. In April of 1920, Dr. Dwyer sold the house 
and it then passed through a succession of owners. 
It was owned for many years by Blanche M. Howe~ from 
1928 until 1942, and then by Grace Townsend until 1960. 
It was then purchased by the present owners, James and 
Eva Givens. (Deed 2760/311). 

The house is a two story, three bay by one bay frame house 
with a gable roof with a center gable facade. The cen
tral entry is topped with a transom and is covered by a 
porch, supported by plain squared posts, which runs the 
length of the facade. The house is lit by two over two 
sash windows with a small half circle window in the 
center gable. There is a central brick chimney. The 
house rests on a stone foundation and is covered with 
yellow aluminum siding. To the rear is a one and a 
half story shed roof addition. 

#3411, next door, is very similar. It too is a two story, 
three bay wide frame dwelling with a gable roof with a 
center gable. A porch supported by decorative Victorian 
turned posts with jig-sawn brackets runs the length of 
the facade. On the first story facade, the windows are 
full length. The second story windows are one over one 
replacements. The house rests on a stone foundation 
and is covered with white aluminum siding with an asphalt 
shingle roof. To the rear is a one and a half story, 
two bay long rear wing with a gable roof and a porch 
extending across the east elevation. 

This house was probably constructed in the early 1880's 
by the Nimrod Davis family. Following the death of Nim
rod Davis in 1884, this property (lot #4) was sold to one 
of his daughters, Mary Jane Youn& for $700. It was de
scribed as a 1/2 acre lot improved by a four room house 
with a back building (Docket RWC 14/326). Mrs. Young 
sold the property in September of 1917 and it then passed 
through a succession of owners. It was owned by the 
Ricketts family for a number of years, from 1925 until 
1940. Mr. William B. Ricketts moved here from the farm 
across the street after selling it. The house was pur
chased in 1951 by Lester and Edna Charlton who sold it 
in 1975. In 1983, it was purchased by the current owners, 
Stephen A. and Julia Barbar (Deed 6109/574). 
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11 Shadylawn, 11 /13421, is next. This home is larger and slightly 
more elaborate then the other Victorian residences in Unity. 
In addition, it appears to remain unaltered. It is a two 
story frame sturcture in a T-plan, with a gable roof with 
a center gable. The main block is three bays by one bay 
with a centrally located entry with transom. It has a porch 
supported by Victorian beveled posts with decoratively 
carved brackets. The T extending forward on the west end 
is one bay wide and has a projecting bay window on the 
first story. The house is lit by two over two sash win-
dows. In the two facade gable ends are half circle win-
dows. There is a central brick chimney on each block of 
the house. It rests on a stone foundation, is covered 
with novelty siding and has a raised seam metal roof. 
To the rear is a modern two story frame addition at the 
north side of the east wing. 

This residence was probably constructed by Achsah Davis, 
sometime between 1883 and 1897. In August of 1883 Achsah 
Davis purchased this 1/2 acre lot for $50 from his father, 
Nimrod Davis (Deed EBP 30/56). It was sold for $850 in 
August of 1899 to William K. Young (Deed 246/168). Then, 
in September of 1914, 11 Shadylawn11 was purchased by Clif
ford H. Howard. Mr. Howard was a farmer who later became 
the sheriff. His wife, Luc~ taught at the Unity school. 
The house remained in the Howard family for many years. 
In 1933, it was conveyed to Myrtle Howar~who owned it 
until 1972. Ms. Howard was a sales representative for 
the Rumford Baking Powder Company. She lived most of 
the year in Washington, D.C. and spent her summers here 
at 11 Shadylawn. 11 In October of 1972 the house was pur
chased by the present owners, Jerry and Deborah Seitz 
(Deed 4297/230). 

The last house in the row is #3431. This is a two story, 
three bay by one bay frame house with a gable roof. It 
has a Colonial Revival look due largely to the pedimented 
portico supported by slender, doric columns which covers 
the facade entry. The house is symmetrically balanced. 
It is lit by six over six sash windows with shutters. 
It has a central brick chimney. Itr: rests on a ,stone 
foundation, is covered with white aluminum siding and 
ahs a raised metal seam roof. 

This house was probably constructed in 1878 by George 
and Ann Zeitler (Montgomery County Commissioner's Tax 
Assessment Books). The Zeitlers purchased a lot a little 
over 1/2 acre from Nimrod and Susan Davis for $50 in 

-~ March of 1878 (Deed EBP 18/412). They lived here for about 
twenty-one years, finally selling the house for $600 in 
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June of 1899 to Harry G. Spurrier (Deed TD 8/21). Harry 
Spurrier was the town's doctor with an office here in this 
house (also his home). Then, in December of 1917 the 
house was sold to G. Robert Howe~ who owned it until 1935 
(Deed 270/25). After this time, the house passed through 
a succession of owners. It was owned and lived in for 
about seventeen years by John Fletcher Brown, the owner 
and storekeeper of the Unity store, and his family (from 
1936 to 1953, Deed634/102). Finally, in July of 1982 it 
was purchased by the current owner, Sally Ann O,Connor 
(Deed 5904/201). 
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CURRENT OWNERS 

3320 Damascus Road (Unity General Store) 
James & Eva Givens 
3401 Damascus Road 
Brookeville, Md. 20729 
1/8 acre, 2128/180 

3315 Damascus Road (Brick House) 
Merritt 0. & Nancy H. Chance 
2.98 acres, 1771/75 

3324 Damascus Road (Old House & Tenant House) 
Felicia A. Lavelett 
2713 Dumbarton Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
26.68 acres, 6057-214 

3321 Damascus Road 
Merritt 0. & Nancy H. Chance 
3315 Damascus Road 
1.488 acres, 4476/399 

3401 Damascus Road 
James F. & Eva H. Givens 

.~ 20419 square feet, 2760/311 

3411 Damascus Road 
Stephen A. & Julia Barbar 
1/2 acre, 6109/574 

3421 Damascus Road 
Jerry L. & Deborah Seitz 
1/2 acre, 4297/230 

3431 Damascus Road 
Sally A. O'Connor 
22545 square feet, 5904/201 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The district consists of mostly 19th century houses built along the 
north side of the road. Most of the houses are frame, t'"'ro stories, with 
central doorways and double-hung sash windows. Porches run across the 
facades, most with bracketed posts. Chimneys are small and centrally 
positioned. Several of the houses have had additions at one end that 
give them ell plans with gables facing the road. 

Some of the buildings: 
3311 Damascus Road: This simple three bay by one bay frame house has an 
ell plan. It has stone foundations,- a great variety of windows, cross 
gable roof, an<~:·""front porch, and the clapboard is now sh~athed in 
aluminum siding~ 
3401 Damascus Road: This house is similar to 3311. It also has stone 
foundations, aluminum siding, and a half-hipped roofed porch with wooden 
posts. The cross gable roof is covered with raised seam metal. 
3321 Damascus Road: This ell-shaped three bay by three bay frame house 
has stone foundations and unpainted novelty siding. There is a shed
roofed porch on the east side of the ell. 
3315 Damascus Road: This brick house is beautifully proportioned and ha 
an unusually heavy corbelled cornice line. It is four bays and two-and-a
half stories, and has double interior end chimneys at the east and west 
gable ends. 
3421 Damascus Road: "Shadylavm" is a T-plan two-and-a-half story frame 
house with stone and brick foundations. There is white novelty siding 
and intersecting and cross gable roofs with green raised seam metal 
covering. There are two interior brick chimneys with corbelled caps. 
A modern two story frame addition has been built on the north side of 
the east wing. 
3431 Damascus Road: This simple two-and-a-half story frame house is three 
bay.sacross and one bay deep. Built on stone foundations, the exterior 
walls have recently been covered by wide white aluminum siding. The 
house originally had an L-plan with a two-story sleeping porch on the 
east elevation of the north ell. There are two stove chimneys. 
3324 Damascus Road: This is believed to be the oldest house in Unity. 
Built in sections, the middle, three bay two-and-a-half story frame 
section is thought to be the original; it has a gable roof, massive 
fieldstone chimney, and is covered with asbestos siding. North of this 
section is a later two-and-a-half story frame section that is five bays 
across and one bay deep, and south of the original section is a frame 
one-and-a-half story section with gable roof. 
3324 Damascus Road: This two-and-a-half story frame tenant house sits 
close to the road. It is three bays across and one bay deep, has stone 
foundations, and is covered by asbestos siding. There is a gable roof. 
covered by corrugated metal, an exterior stone chimney, and a one-story 
addition to the south. 

(Continued on Attachment Sheet A) 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Attaclli~ent Sheet A 

Unity Historic District 

M: 23/31+ 
Unity H.D. 

3301 Damascus Road: The original :part of this two-and-a-half story 
frame house is two bays across and two bays deep. The entrance is 
in the west bay of the gable end. \,'lindows are two-over-t1110 double
hung. There is a four light casement window in the gable end. The 
house has a large, modern one story shed addition. 

3300 Damascus Road: On the south side of the road at the eastern end 
of Unity is a large, turn-of-the century, brick house with a hip roof, 
covered with asphalt shingles. Each side of the roof has a centered 
dormer with double windows. There are two central corbelled brick 
chimneys. The house has been altered with a two story front porch 
and other additions. 

3201 Damascus Road: This simple two story bungalow, situated at the 
far east end of Unity, has its entrance in the gable end. The gable 
roof is covered with asbestos shingles. Windows are three-over-one 
upstairs and down. Behind the house is a board and batten shed and 
a carriage shed with a raised seam metal roof. 
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Local History 

The village of Unity dates back to the 18th century, although most 
of the existing buildings were constructed in the 19th. Two prominent 
County settlers, Henry Griffith and Henry Gaither, are credited with 
founding the tov..rn. Gaither and Griffith both featured in the Revolutionary 
War, Gaither as a soldier and Griffith as a leading member of the Colonial 
Assembly. The first recognition of this rural crossroads town is on 
Dennis Griffith's 1794 map; it is labeled "Unity T. 11 Situated on the 
1724 land grant "John and Sarah", surveyed for John Philburn in 1724,1 by 
1783 the "Resurvey on John and Sarah11 supported John Prather, Joseph West, 

!"'""'~nd Plummer and John Musgrove with a total of three log cabins, a framed 
..1.6 x 24 dwelling house, a log dwelling house and four outhouses. The 
131! acres included cleared land, marsh, sapiing land and "midling soil".2 

According to Scharf ,3 Unity was created by act of the General Assembly 
prior to 1806. Stores and residences soon followed. The town, at various 
times, supported several stores, blacksmith and wheelwright shops, a shoe 
shop, school, church, and tavern. The post office was established in 
Unity in 1821+, with William Price a.s postl'!laster; the honor and convenience 
of this appointment moved back and forth from Unity to nearby Sunshine 
until 1908 when free delivery routes were established in the area. Unity 
for most of its history was oriented to ft.nnapolis and to Baltimore rather 
than to Rockville and_ Georgetown, and received much of its support and 
market from nearby Triadelphia's mills and factory. 

With the revolutions in transportation and industry in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries came a decline in the economy of the village. 
The general store operated here until the 1940s, when it too closed for 
lack of business. Today Unity is a rural village with clusters of 
historic structures orienting to the Damascus Road. 
FOOTNOTES: 
1. Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland, (p. 717). 
2. Montgomery County Assessment Records, 1783. 
3. Scharf, op. cit. 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY anproxima tely 50 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Ellen Olson 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Candy Reed/Michael DWyer 
Architectural Description 

DATE 

.Tune 1979 
TELEPHONE 

926-1+510 
STATE 

Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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M.ARYLlrnD HISTORIC.AI, TRUST WORKSHEET 
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for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC; 

Unity Historic District 
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$TREET ANO NUMBER: 

3300 Block Damascus Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Brookeville 
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1'3.. CLAS.SI F 1c.i'itoN ·· :· , ···. · ·.' · ··· .·.·? <•··_ .. '/\,~/~:: .:~:: ~-""'·:-.:,:--· .. •:---·..-
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(Check One) 

Q District 0 Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

[;l Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP I STATUS 

Public Acquisition: lg Occupied 

0 In Pro.:en .0 Unoccupiod 
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ACCESSIBLE· 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y•s: 
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O No 
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0 Scientific 
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0 Oth..r (Spocl!y) 

0 Comm-ant• 
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC! 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
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Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region (one house) 
-~~--::---~~~~~~~~~~~~--! 
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURY-EY RECOFH~S: 
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CONCfTION 

The district consists of nineteenth century ho~ses 
built along the north side of the road., Most of the houses 
are frame, two stories, with central doorways and double 
hung sash windows. Porches run across the facades, most with 
bracketed posts. Chimneys are small and centrally positioned. 
Several of the houses have had additions at one end that give 
them ell plans with gables facing the road. 

The "Chance House" is a two·-story, brick building with 
flush gable end chimneys. The four bay facade has a doorway 
in the second bay from the west end. The cornice consists of 
several courses of moulded bricks that form bed and crown 
mouldings of cove and ogee profile respectively. The first 
floor windows are now large 2/2 double hung sash; the second 
floor windows are still small 6/6 double hung sash. It dates 
from about- 1808. 

The oldest house in the town is south of the road. 
The back part of the house is the oldest; it has a three bay, 
main {east) facade with a central doorway and flanking 6/6 
double hung sash windows. The window surrounds are a board 
with a moulding around the outside edge. The chi~ney on the 
south end has a stone base and free-standing brick stack; 
east of the chimney proper is a large stone base for an oven. 
The boxed cornice is returned into the qable: end. The front 
section has a five bay facade with a central doorway. Windows 
are 2/2 double hung sash. On either end are small, internal 
chimneys. 
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f>ERfOD (Clloc1r o,-,., or /l'!:>r9 &<i Jl.;.•pocoprJ<'lla) 

O p,.,.c,,lumbi<in 0 16th Cflntury 

O 15th Com!ury 0 l71h C..nlury 

SPEC! Fl i;: Dli. TE(S) (I! _,(ppllcabl .. -.,,,fKnown) 

Ii.RE ... $ OF SIGNIFlCAMCE: (Ch3cJ!r One or Mor., "" Appropriate) 

Aber iginal 0 Educotion 

0 Prehit.t<><ie 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agricvlfura 0 lnv1tntion 

0 Archit.ctu•1t 0 Landseape 

0 Art Architecture 

~ Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communlc;otions 0 Military 

0 Conaer.,.o;tien 0 M"sic: 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 
D 

0 
0 
0 

0 
D 

t;;d 18th Ccnlury 

[j;ii 19th c.,, tury 

Politiea! 

R1tligion/Phi. 

losoi>hy 

Sci<•nce 

Scu·lpture 

Socio I/Human-

itorion 

Theater 

Tra.n$partetion 

0 20th Century 

~ Urboro Planning 

0 0th•< (Sp,.clty) 

The Town of Unity dates back to the Eighteen century, 
although the existing buildings are mostly nineteenth 
century. The Town, at various times, had several stores, 
blacksmith and wheelright shops, a shoe shop, church and 
tavern. The post of.fice was established at Unity and later 
moved to Sunshine. It was one day's ride from Annapolis 
and thus a small commercial center developed. Triadelphia, 
with mills and a factory employing up to 400 hands at its 
height, was also nearby, and the road to Baltimore via 
Green's Bridge ran through the Town. 
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LATITUDE 
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Mo~TUO)J EHY l'OU~TY Ot.'TltlCTS. 

c· 11 .\ l"l' I•: It ~ X ~ \' I I. 

!'llAl' l\ld' ltl:-'"l'IU\'T , ''" I 

.\t 111 .. 1 011 \lo11l~t11111:ry l'1111111y w:is created in 
177ti, i1 wa-1 11111 JidJ~ .J into dcctiu11 tlisufolit until 
I '7 !I~ 11 lll'n .111 act uf' A ,,,,,1111.ily 11•11s 1111:-.~1·d fi1r t l1iii pur-

• J'"M' 11hicl1 was co111inuc1l i11 th•· l11ll11wi11~ yco1. The 
n·l 11111'! of Ilic 1•0111u1i:-.-1m1ern appoiutcd ll1 lny off tbe 
.li-111..i~ 1111dcr l11c~c net;. i.~ 1101 of' record, ::.o that it 

• 1:1 """ i111 11,,,,,.il·h· 10 iwlil'at\' with ccrlaint.y their 
Ill i~i11:1I lm11111laric,.. r II I ~'.! I, huwcvcr, they were 

11111•1•11•11 lu lw foul off aucw, tlllU under 1his division 
('1.1<·kh11 ll i:-1ri.,1, Nu I, wu~ assi;;nc1l the f11llowi11~ 
lll<'lt'S .11111 l.iouud:;: 

•• ltt•.,;tnniu;; .1t.. :\h•nd1lwrS!'Or1lil ol•I uull on Pntux<'nl .• l\Hll 

111 1u11 , 1ln\\t1 p ,,,u,1•t1 f to tlu1 uwutl• 111 ll11\\l1111c'"' lth•,•r: 
11 .. 111u1111111.cu1• 111•l'"'" ' "lh1 1H1111lli.il B1•11l'KH1nu«h,l1 .. 11i 

tlu 11 , • t11 t111 l11•t I uf llw Inti· tJ,·runl l~1uuk1·''.'ll f'lil1tlllp!, tltt'IU''' 
111 th1• J1Hll1 ltri1li:n uc..ar wlt crc C} 1 U<ot, u. J,ln• k 111au_ l•>l'UH~rly 

"' 11 .1 11!1it'k "1111th slm1t: tlwu wilh :\ mall tOl\<1, h:a\1 iu~1 tlll 
~1111 1• l1111oc1ly 11\\Ut!•I liy Su l't1•tl l'u.:kt·t.,;11 11 ''II lhr 11glit, 1111ld 

11 u1lc1~1-.-tc. th<' r•·ail pa:-.. 1uc; in fr11ut .,f ~Jr:-. . \Ji,~tu1l1!1 1H hirn~o 
uf t tu· ro t llt·r .,(' lh·r fen er.; lh1•11r1• \\o 1th "i.t 11 1 •.111, Ii a\'111° t J. 11 

' ' 1·u wlh•r1• ttw l:ah• Co•t•L H(•nja1u111 lt1du·lt •lt·I h\\: on tlw 
n~hr. u1n1 I 1t uit• 1 :.otwl:' th,. llln1h-n"l1ur~ rn:nl .it. t hc towl'r ~nJ 
~·• -.u1• l l<11•l,t ll • 1ila.11tat1••h: th•·'l with aln• r•U•I tl1rough tlw 
, .1,,·, n11,•11· / ,:ul. ~ 1! ... ~~· ll ........ h\t•it to 11w ~waul wntcr.-. or 
\l11•t•I) jt,utni h ; tlwfl 1111\\11 •at•I 1t11'9tt-•h l 1> lJi1._• Gcott:;t.•lowu 

r· ,.l, th•H \\1lh ·a11l ro:•·I 11, .\lultlldmu1k \talla ou Sc.mccnj 
tin 11 HJ* .... ,.,,,.,.,, to t lw 1H n•I lh••rt•of; 1 lu:n with a etrnii;lit ti nu 

t1.\ I• 1111 .tlt':- t p1111~ 111 th• 1111u11 111.uJ ttu~n \\'tlh f!Jahl ruiul 1111til 

it u1I 1-1,·L°l" •l HM·l l1·a ti11~ 11,\' H1•11.1.u111u lh:ulon'd; lhcuco wit.h 

aml II igsnn llolL, who \H'l'C foll11wct.I by I he l.Jnffitl111, 
1111' l >arhvs. Mackalls, naillwrs. :'>led:;, \llnutts, 
H1•1ls, Pl11;n1111•r:-, 1'11p1·s, Hi~~~. \Varlh•hls, R11w111n11s, 
:-\f\'\\al I><, l 'rnwli1nl~, a111I 1 l1t· \Vat1•1·,:'. 

'1'111• fir,.l rC!'l't'sClllativ1• 1•1' l111.• b st ·t1:11n1•d li11uil.\' in 
'l111tl).:111u1•1·y 11'.1~ llr. t:i .. l1:1nl \\ :1l1•r:<. who \la~ \11•rn 
about 17Gll in l'rincc <: .. urgc's Couuly. lie ,;1•rved 
as a inu~CIJll in the Hcvulutiunary w:w, nnd wm; Ji~
ti11guishcJ both ns a sur!.!<'Oll aml l'hJ$icinn. \.t I he 
clusc or tl1c war he purdiased u large ~:;lutr, l':tlh-J 
11 Spring Garden," in i\luulgmnery County,"" 1hc 
ronJ ll!ailing from Go:.lwn to Gnithcrsbur~. He mar
ried l\li::s l\lar~nrcL f'mith, of l 'rincc Gcor~c·.-, by 
whm11 110 lmo.l ~0\'1•n1I childn•11, nmon~ wholll were 
8u111<~1">1ct, a comruissiuu n11'rC'hnnL of lfaltiuwrc, noJ 
for umny years State tobacco inspector, aoJ lh111. 
lli1•l1:ml W111.1•rl!, whu wa:; horn at lhc old ho111c:;tcml 
1111 tlll' 1 !Ith of l>cc1•111bl'r. 17!1·1. 'l'hc latter h1·1•:1mc 
)'l'lllllincul in politics ut an early n~<', anil held m1111y 

l""i1i1111" 111" 11·11Mt 1111.I """"'" filli11~ 1h1~ i111p11r1a111 •• m .. o 
.. r ,.1 ...... 11 \\ii 11 li1l1·:11y 1111.I .. m.·i.·111·.v. n111l l•'l'l•''•'llli11g 

bi,. 1:11u11ty in tho Stm1• L1•).;1slatun~. In hill C•lll\':<:!S 

for the 1;t•11crnl ASbc111lil) he Ji,cov1·ruu tha1 th•· ::irnLc 

"l'l'""l'riut i1111 for 1111• cil111•at i1.111 vf' pour chilcln•u wa~ 
11i'tc11 111i~npplicu hy ~he 11·11i.tcl'"• nml mnkin:r thio1 thll 
~r\:Ut i<t'iUC in hii; Cat11pai1•11, ho IVUS elected uy an 
ovcrwhohnmg majority. Ile at oucu 1lin•ctt•tl his 
cucr~ics to ll111 removal ol' the e\•il, aml i.uccN?<l!•tl in 
s1•c111111~ !111• pni;sn:;o 11!' a Lill prnvitlin~ a ~1·111•ra l ">~
tcw of public cuurntiou. 'l'lw1 was tlie i11i1Li1 1111.l\'t.'
w1•11L in Lhc impor.um work ol' l';.tublishin!!' the prc::;-
0111 p11l1li1 .. seh11ul syi<h•111 ut' tltt•Stat .. , :11111 l\lr. Water~· 
~•·rviccs w1•ri• i-o u111ch apprci•intcd by his c1111s1ilucnt~ 

·that un the 1"<pir .• 1 it111 111 Ins fir,..t term he was a;.tai11 

'l'h··~1· h111111Jaric:; co11li11u1•1l 1111changcJ uutil 1878, 1·ltoH·11 111 rcpre5.c11t !11r111 i11 the Oc11cr11I .\.:;s.•111hl)'. 
\\h .. 11 a p1)r1in11 111 th<! Ji~11ic1. w;1" t11kcn to lill'l11 !\le•- lllr. \V:tlt·1-s lt>ft :;ncrnl children, M•lllc 111' whnm m·e 
dia11i1·,,v 1ll1', a111 l i11 18811 iL was ~till f'unhn r1•.lu1·cJ sLill hviu~. I Ii~ ROil ~allllll'I i:; au c111i111•111 divi11l! i11 

hy th1· l·1catio11 of'UuithcrsburgVbtrict, .No. !I. the Missouri (Jonforo1u.:c of' the l\11·tl111tlbl l~pi~cv1n1l 
1 'rnckhH is L()uuJc<l 011 the uorth hy Cl<1rksburg l'h11rd1 South, :mother, Willi:nn, is 1hc :l!!~llt vi' the 

Jli:-lli<'I , 1111 Lhll cai.t. by lfow:in1 ('ounty, on the A<lam:; J•; xprcss Uv111pa11y i11 Ci11ci1111111i, a third, 
h .. 11d1 11_\ )I 1•1·lm11i1·:.vill<' Ui:1t ri<:t, a111l 011 the north- SonwrJ>l'I, i:i a luailiui.: physician i11 l ':m 1111 \ \111111 y, 
w1•~ 1 Its Uaith1•rslmr~ District. '1'111· PatuJCe11t ltivc·r :11ul 11111< ~1·rv1•u scv1:r:1l t1•1·111s i11 1111' (:1•1w1al \~,1·111hl}', 
1li1 ;,1.,, it i'rutu IJ1>warJ ('uu11I.\', u11<l Great Scocca :111<l a fourth, Gcoq~1!, n•$irle:,.1 1w11r lht• 11lJ h111111'l!t1•ntl. 

('1t ... J.. f'111ws a part ul' it. 1u11tl11·1"11 l.io11111hry liuc, 111:1 u11ly dt11t);htcr, H1·l1c1·1·a, 111al'l'it•1l .Jl.,."'-C 'J'. Iii!{· 
,,,.p.11 :11 in).: it for a 1111rt 1u11 of l he 1li;.1ancc from (;lurks- ;.:i11,., fonn1•rly of 1'11ol1•1willt', a11J 11uw a m1•rt:h:111L uf 

l.111 :: Pi1>11it,I, :-lu. :.!. Tlou l.•11d is W<'ll wall'r<'tl hy lblri111111'1' 
\\'l11•hli•111· a111l l!aui11 Branl·lms 111 1111· "'"st, by llo- Unity. Tlw \'illa;.:1· of' l l111ly i:1 r<llu;111'1l n1•ar tliu 
,,,, ll Bn111th Ill tltr crntrl!, 8coLL'i< Brnnd1 in Lhc cast, :;u11thca~( l'l'll l>ou111la1.\ 111' dill ui:.uict, Oii a pal'l l•I' ll 

1,.\ H1wk ('n•1·k 111 1 he i;uuthwr~I, aml by Tlawli11~':1 lrrwt 11f twu hum'.r1•J 111·rcs :>11n'e_)t'U for ,Joltu l'hiluurn 
It""'• wl11.,l1 nw>< 111 1h1• di•tril'l aml fl11w1:1 :11111ll11•n~I "" llw :.!l~t 111' i).,1·11111h1·11 17'.!.1 , :11111 1•:111.•d, :dh•r tho 
d1111u;.:h \l1·1·l111ui1·:-vil11• i111 u the l'atuxc11t. <;llri1111" li1»hir1u ul' t h:11 .lay," .Jol111 :uul :::::1r.ih." prnb-

.\111011µ Lhc earlic~t. ~<'lllerK in the district were nLI) i11 honor of the liriit ma~tcl' a11d 1ui:o1rc~s nl' the 
.h•hn B.Jnks, llc11jaruiu Walliugfur<l, Benjamin J:>cnn, t cslatc. ti oily wns created b}' act vf a:.:-crnbly pri<il" 

.. 
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to IHOli, hut H1u finlt house, which i11 1111w ot·cupicd to l>r •• J:1111rll II ;\la~n11rJ :incl Nimrod 0 .1\i,., •ho 
by lll•zin Du\•:111, wns nut bailt until JRI 1. ] former of' whom solicited thu i.;reatrr par1 111 tht< 

In l~:?i tit .. nlla~c corupriscd :-ix dw,·lliui,'ti. 'Vil- fund" w•re. •ary for its co11~tru1·tion 1 th1• bll<·r ;.:i,·i11~ 
IL1111 Pril·t· n·:sided in th1• hou~u uow 11tc11pir1l hy Johu the Int upon wl tch th1• l111ilJi11;.: 'Land~. Thi• 11ri::i11;il 
(l. l\in;;1·y; (<;lj,.li;, H . Gaither li,·1·d i11 tlw house trm1tcc1' were l•:lisl1a Griffi1h, ( 'ul. E1h1anl Ow1•n, 
nnw the n ,.jJ1·111·c 11f Uczin Uu\·all; l'hil1•111u11 Pl11111 Thorua' ],:111,,,J:il1·, ('harlc" 11 i;t~ins, .Jc,hn F. I l. ~la 

uu•r in that of ('harlc:< li'. Tow11se11J; l'hilc1111m lhif- J?rnclcr, ltichar<l J.:111:,1lal1•1 nn1l F. tiril111l• I:<'\' ~Ir 

li1h in that of ~lr. ~irurnd D:\\'b; Fm11ci~ Simp~o11 D1111can wa~ :;uc1·ccJrJ a~ the pa,lur hy 1l1t• fl,.,. Pr. 
iu the• hons<' 1101\' ol:i·upird by 1"m11ris Cruo1111·.~1 a111I Mas .. 111 a111l he hy He\' )Ir. l.nrn1-. Tin• "'n~r<';!:t· 
!o:1.1•111t1s l>.1\J i11 thnt 111' .lanll'~ I•:. llarv1·y. f: :rrn·I ti1111 111111° 1111111lwt'I' 1l1irl) -li\•1· 1111•111li1·r•. :11111 tl11 · 01111 «rH 

Oailh\'r, the 6r:;t ntl'rt.:hanl known i11 thi!! J.'l.w1•1 coru· un• IL'• fvll .. 11:1 T11•.1•11r1·r, llidi:1rd l.·111-.l.111•, ~ .... , ... 
1111•11rcd husinl'sS tlwn• a,; 1•:1rl_y nil tire• y1•nr IHI:~. llifl tnry, Churlt'll lli~;.!ins. 'l'hr. \'r.~try :1r1• ll1P ,;·11111• "" 
t ·l 111 11r lut··tlh\,'4,_'f \Vll'I I ii uah••I llf'f\\ · f'll I l1n 1 • .,.i1l1·u1•1• 111 it Uf ·.11t•tnt iuu, \\it J. IJ,,, ••x1•1 pt i1ut ••I" ••IH' 111•1 •'I wel. 
111' i\lr N1111rml l>n\'i~ a11tl th•• 11t1110 nl C '11ll1ll11w1·1· ,\ I 'l'lw ~l1•lli11.f1•t l' 111lo~la11t C'l1111. l1 1 :'II""''' t '.1111.,.li 
ll.1n't'J 'l'ho ('inttl'\'I l1l:u•h111iil1 111' 1l1i>1 1n·i11iry wa~ iH l111·.1l1·tl l1!'1wc•1•11 111111) 111111 '1'11,11 l•·ll'l11.1 
:i 111:111 hy 1 hu 11111111• .. r :-;1111111 I I 11~h \ 11•l••n<o111 1.., pt S11 11ahln1>. Tl1i .. i~ t 111· I""' ofl11·•· 1;,r 1111· '111.1 ·11 

t\11• first hull•I i11 1111' l'Lu•t', w·1·11py111:: wl1al iH 1111w tl111 ol' ll11i1y .. 11111 111 t-il11al"'I 111111111 r.-11 1111l1 •N 1111111 t:111d1 
r• 1d1•nc1• t•I' ;\Jr. J),1\'i ~ Ji1r d1at. p1rr11ui•!. ,\ftrr 11 1 1·r~l111r~ ;111•! 1111" 111il1· f111111 111111\· 
few yc:tri; he 1vnll s111•1·1•cd1•tl hy i\l r. J,1•vi Ch.1111hcr><, Lnytoneville.-'l'hi~ \'rlla~·· " part of' :111 :11ldi11u11 
who about the ycM HU8 i: >Id out t o .\Ir. (ir:1ff, by to" 1Sruok1• lir•I\'<'," ~ur\·ryc•l 1;1r .lam,·s Br1111l..1', :-;,•pt. 
whom it wax t•uudurlc•I 1wtil oliout I H60. l>r. A 11- .i, Ii:!/). '1'111• lut~1li1 y \1':1~ ori;;i11all y ,,ct rll'c l lo\ 1 liu 
Jason :.l'ltl1~l here :11111111 Ut:H , :rnd wa!l th1~ liri>l ru~i - Layton foruily :11111111~ utlll'r~. :11111 to ,J.,\111 I.. l.nyton 
1!1·111 (lh)"i"ian ol' 1lt1• t11wn. l•:.I11ar<I B,•11, \\ho wn~ i1 i,, i11•lt'lill•1I C•r i1.i uam•'. lt i~ 1<illnl1••I "''"'" 111al1.,1 
tlw piu1wcr lc:1d1cr, aml n•nown,.J a" "a lt•ar111•1l m:rn" from I :ai1h1·r~l·11r)!, 011 clw rond lcadi11;.; li-11111 1 :,,,1 ... 11 

i11 tho~c day~, was Mlt~cc•lcd i11 hii; t111ti1·.~ liy William to lJ11i1y. P. L. B1•all i.i the po-tma.;1c•r, .111rl Pr B. 
J\l us~ruvc, who for many ye:u'S ll'n::I t lrn sdrnnl111t1~lt~r n. ('rawliinl, horn in lfow:rrtl Cuunt .\I Ir.I• '"'•'II it, 
,.r 1111~ 1tl'i!!hh111hu111l. n .111i1'l 1:m111. th!' fithl iil11ll" plt1 si1·b11 for rliir1y ~···aN ,.,,.. M1•tl1rn(i,1 t•:pl'-1'11(101 
111.11.c·r in tl1u r!l'i;.;li l111d111111l, w111kc·tl al 111" tra1lc· 111 ('l111n·li \\,.- ,. 1•1•1t•tl 111 , .. ,;7 11111 I''' ""' 1•1•1•" i11 
tlw huusr llOW Oll'IH'll Jry ,Jml-1111 fl11I w:u•r. lfui ty Jt .. ,._ ,I , '1'1111111;1'< I 11U'S. /\ll1wl11•tl 111 1111• ..11111..!1"'n1 
h11:1stecl for many :,·cars I he third olJ1·,t po,,t-ufiicc i11 Cl'lll••lt'r}', i11 11 l1ich arno11;; .. 1 hcr 'll :1r1• t lr•• g1 .11 ,., uf I 
1111• l'Ounty, um it wns finnlly clbco111i11111:1l, and tho l R1•v. Tft.11ry Walk1•r, h11m F1•b :!:! Hi11:1 fj .. ,J \l.1rd1 
m:lils nrc now rf'cci\•cd aL 8uniihine P1Jsl-ofli1·<'. JG, IR77; J,i1.zic C' .. wili! of (l.-ori••· \\' ~l11ltl1',\, l1u1· 11 

Bartholomew Protestant Episcopal Church is I $cpt. '.!I, t 8 1::.1 lic1I f>cc.!i , I Sia,a;; .. ,.l tl1ir1 .1 -t \\11 )•'.1N, 
lo1'<ll<•d aLout rnw ruill' from tire \'illni,.;1·, on 1hc rond l\\'O 11111111hs; )lnlli1• F .. wifo ttf (it!111:.,:1• \\' \l11\1lt·y, 
l1·:111t11g lrnru La) t11mw1lft. to ll 11ity. ' l'lw 1'011;,;rc•g:1. li11m .Nu\'. :?i, I r;;,:l, 1li1•1l ~rp1, i. I H:->11 lt1 .... ke 
ti1>11 b1•lu11gcJ ori~inally lo Pr iuco f:1•11rl{U'11 1':1ri~lr, Chnpcl, nf'ar iii.·\ ill.1i:c\ wnH l111ilt i11 I ~i' I , aud t••l1·11lt J 
an1l w.1s 11r;;anizcd in 1q21. Amon;; tl11'.! fu1111dt'r11 in IRi!I. 1 
nml uri;.:inal 111c111l11•r:l 1vtJrc Thnru:1s <i11flith1 llcnry Goshen i111>il11nll'J fi\'c urile< nnr1hr111>111f <h itlr.•rs-
0 I iflit h, 11 eury ( ', (;:Ii l her, Tl.0111:1 .. n,l\·i~. N ;L thanil·I J uurg, on 'lu~hrn Branch. The Ooshr11 111ill-., \\ lii1·l1 nre 
rlr1;.;••1t, :11111 J .. ,sc \\'il,·nxcn. The church was l'rccl1•d lur:lt•·d .11 thi,: point, an· 1111dt'r t h1• ran• ol' .I :.\ 1>,,,·ie 
11l11rnl th•• 111111• of ilw l\11111:1ti1111 ul' 1lr1• cn11;.:1l';.:11Lin11, n111I ,J . \\. l.1•wh.. :\ It Murrin i'I 1111· 1'""1111;1,..lt•r 

hut \vas r1·11111tld1·1l n111l utltcrwi"· i11•1•ruH·rl i11 1871. The Methodist Episcopal ChnrC'h South \\88 

Among i1R pa-.tor:< lrav1• lic<'n Hcv .. Mr. A llc•n1 Hcv. l crech·u i11 1.~1.!J 71>, :i111I wa .. 1l1•dfl':t11·1l to cli1·i11e 
Lc\·i11 Gill,;, whu wa:i its rector for 111:1117 .)'l':Ll'b, lll.'V. wor:ihip S1111clrty, ~lay ~I, I ~ill, 1 h,• dt·clirati1111 ~··r
('hanrllcr 1111111111 1 Jtc,·. i\lr. Du11ran, H1!\'. Jlr. )l:isc•n, n1·r, lrci11~ 1·11111l11c·tt••l hy lt<•v. l>r. ~lt111,,.,._ .. r B.1lri
:1111l He\'. J\I r. J.,nrr11'. 'l'h1• ,.,.,.,11)1111·11 an• J•]li11ha runr1• ( 'i1y, 11~>1i:.t1•1l liy 11rl11·r cllli111•111 1·l1·1:.:.' 1111•11 Tho 
(:ri1Iitl1, {'ol. E1lw;1rd Ow1·11 Hid1a11l L.msdall', lmrJi11~ ~r1111111I i11 tire reJr uf tlw 1·l1111.·l1 <'•t11l1i1 
Churlr~ lli;!;?ir1111 .Julru F. D. Mal! rml1•1, F. (;riffith. I am1111~ 11tl11•111 till' i.:rn\·<'.• uf' 

The P resbyterian Church 11as c1t·1·tcd i11 1Q7 I, llrv. ,l:unr• 1.iyu•·. b~rn 11 , :: .. ~• t:nnnl.•. t•rt •. 1,. 1 \f uob 

nuJ is ~i111:111•J i11 the villu;.:c or Unity. The l'llll~rl'· I, ll<ll'f Jnll1U•l ll1 .. ~hurd1 .,, "'"~" "" '"" n "'""'"'' '" 17!12. 
;;.11io11 W:l'l or;.:auizl·d rhP i.nmr yr:1r, 1•1iur to tlu• huilcl- .J .. •1111" 11 , lioirscy, 1l1 ... t .f11111· 1;, 187:1, 
. ,. I I I J I I . I' 'I' '"~- .\! . I 1:. '''" '"" ....... ,\Ill( . I I , 1~11, '""' :; •• ,.,, ~ u1·.: '' I u· ·~ tUh: t, un t'r I U' ,. 1.,1·;.:4· ul \1'\. ltcuun~ ~ 

D• Tl . f' I I I I I t!!ti . 1111r:111 1c rn·c111111 u I 1c c iun· r \1·;1 , t· 111 fly t.lue Won. 'fhutnf•""1· 1.,,,n l·'ct.. 11, 1''1:?; 11 11 .. 1.11111 , :::1, ''~" 
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NAME /(A/Ii~ ;f(d. 

LOCATION )60KIA16 £ /k.l>AJ6 lJ~NASCqs- U. 

FACADE S"'1 

PHOTO TAKEN 11/F/Jt/ />!~WYE.L. 





~~~~~~~~~~--~--~~~--~~-;J-~~3~~-=4~ 

NAME OLlJ 17\VfbJ (Nd&-0 ClfltllCE. ~£) UH1rY Hist . 1>1S"ti 

LOCATION bltf\tltSCtLS fd. lJ."' 11'/, /l<d. 
,:ACADE ~£. 

PHoro TAKEN 11 I r/1'1 ,,.nwvEi.. 





NAME ~QA,o~~ ~ 

LOCATION a ~l.c.( QArr\A au 41 Cl.a., UU\'('\.f, MO. 
FACADE JJ 
PHOTO TAKtnl I t/8 ~ 

R\.~ 





NAME qvaO"bmz '5 

LOCATION 33). 4 
FACADE .$ 

PHOTO TAKEN 1 t/ (( {iifc 

rn . ~~n_.,, 





~?-3t.J.. 
NAME UN1r'( SCttaol- rlmisE s ITC. ( tiM MNCPPC. 

'PlAYG~illl()~) 
LOCATION bf\MASCUS U U.Nl"tY, IL<d.. 
FACADE N 
PHOTO TAKEN 


