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Triadelphia· 

T HIADl·~LPIIIA deserves a place in this 
,·ohnnl', for while it was ne,·er strictly an 
old home, it \nls a thrh·ing little town of 

muny homt•s more tltan one hundred years ago. 
Under mnny fel't of water today, impounded by 
thl' hig Brighton Dam, it was a ghost town for 
1:>e\'eral gC'ncrntions. Triadelphia eontained a 
C'Otton mill, hhwk!:<mitlt shop, stables, store, 
dairy, grnnnry, grist and snw mill, tobacco 
l10mw1 c·lnm:h, :=whool house, post office, and 
mnny tin<' dwl•lli11gs, nt>nrly nil swept away by a 
diiml'trous flood in 1868. 

\. 

who mnrried Mary; and Caleb Bentley, whos<' 
first wife was Snrah Brooke. For more detailt•1l 
ac:c•ounti; of the acthities of these thrl'c inter<'st
ing gentlemen, all pioneers in Montgomery 
C'ountyJ sec nrticles eh~ewhere in this volumr on 
thefr respective homes, Sharo.µ, Longwood, nml 
Bloomfield. 

The photograph above shows one of the fow 
buildings which withstood terriffic floods, und 
gi\'C'A a good idea of the substantial ston<' <'on-
1:1trndion of many of tbe baildingi; l"Omprh;in~ 
tho town. Most of them were two-story homws 
of rough stone large enough for two 'or more 
fnmilies. The particular building shown, whic·h 
wns used from 1880 to 1900, had the poi;t c>ffi1•t\ 
in the left door. The center part was n slor(• 
1·oom. Th<' rig-ht-l1an<l door shown was tlu.• en
trnn<'e to the home of the Lansdale famil'\', who 
at the timer were owners of the aereage a'nd tlw 
remnants of the town. Richard H. Lanf:ldnlc 
was hom in that house in 1883. ·• 

The three founders of Triadelphia W<'l'<' UM 

mnc·h intelfortuals of a high order ns they Wl•rc 
prnctic:al idealists. But they were plagued by 
floods and wars. No sooner had their ~c\'t'rul 
projects become prodncth'e with their mills 
humming, than the second war with Englnucl, 

Nl). 111 C-!l 1809-'10 BY ISAAC BRIC'lOS, TUOMAS ] 81:!-1814, threatened their existence. The\' 
MOOR!<~ AI'\l) CAJ,Eli Hll:NTLEY, PARTNERS STONE Rtrnggled along between tlint time and the \V,i°r 

The town was established in 1809 or 1810 on between tbe States which war in turn wns nlso 
the .Montgomery County side of the Patnxent <lestructivo to their operations. During thnt 
Ri\'<'r, w)liC'b forms tlw boundary line with time two of the original owners, Brig~H nnd 
1 lowhrd County. It was five miles noi-th of Moorl', became interested in important engi
Ashton and twenty-five milC's from Zero. The necring work elf.icwhcre at the instance of Presi
town was eJ'<•dcd on n plot of about 275 acres dl'Dt J e1Tc•rson, who wns a friend an<l admirer 
thnt W<'rc part of Benjamin's Lot, a land grant of both lll<'n. This left .Bentley holding the fort. · 
of 516 nrres made to Benjamin Gaither in 1725. as it were. The project neYer was profitahle. 
Since rn40, when the Brighton Dam was cle- In 1830, it was derided that the pro1wrty 
wlopNl hy tl1e 'Vnsltiugton 8uhnrhnn Sanitary should be 1mlcl, for at that time both Moore and 
<Jommis~ion the whole ~itc of the ancient town Hriggs hacl pn!:isc>d away. Among those who tlwn 
has bl'Cn inurn.lnted. became interc>sted W<'re 8amn<'l P. Gilpiu 1111cl 

The sonorous name adopted by the founders Thomas Lansdale. The latter wa9 a man of 
of the town meaning "Three BrothP.rs," is a real mechanical ability. He met with some suc
Alight misnomer for they were rc>ally brothers- ccss until the floodR brought destruction upon 
in-luw. All tlm~e of the founders ha<l mnrried the town. His wife was Elizn Strain. Ile was 
Brooke sisters, dnughtC'rs of Roger Brooke IV, in the l\Inrylnnd State Senate in 1865. 
of Brooke Grove. The founcl<'rs were Isaac In t11e town's better days before the C'ivil 
Briggs, who married TTnnnah; Thomas :Moore, 'Var most of the grain in the lower part of the 
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r County was ground at Triadelphia mills. It 
: J:'had the only good blacksmith and wheelwright 

. shops for many II1iles. The mails were brought 
twice weekly to Triadelphia from Sandy Spring 
and Ashton on the way to and from Baltimore 
and W aship.gton. · Thomas Lansdale, who took 
over the operations of the town in 1840, was a 
grandfather of Richard H. Lansdale. His fam
ily owned the place and acreage until 1923, when 
Richard Lansdale and P. Garland Ligon, after 
much difficulty, bought the whole property con
taining about 350 acres from numerous heirs in 

• " both Montgomery and Howard Counties; 
In 1927, Lansdale sold out his interest in T.ri-

adelphia to Ligon, who. then became the sole 
owner. He operated the agricultural part of 
the farm for a year or two before he sold the 
acreage to the Suburban Sanitary Commission. 

The Brighton Dam, completed in 1943, has a 
water surface of 775 · acres, and the Sanitary 
Commission owns 1,738 acres of land around the 
lake. Of this, 429 acres are pastureland and 
807 acres are of standing timber, according to 
a :recent article in the Evening Star, describing 
the projecti Thus, the little industrial town, 
Triadelphia, will be remembered only in its suc
cessor, the beautiful Brighton Dam serving the 
National Capital with pure water. 

I N the spring of 1~51 a few shori ~tories ap- ,Josiah Henson was born on a farm in Charles 
pea1·ed in. an ari.t~slavery newspaper, The County in 1789. \\Then he was less than ten years 
N ationial· Era, . published ~n Washington. of age his father was "sold down south," and 

They were written by Harriet Beecher Stowe, his rn,other, to a Montgomery County farmer 
an unknown author. The publisher of the news- .. 1 named Riley. The child was separated from his 
paper asked her to send in more articles, and mother, but also brought to Montgomery. Later 
mlvanced het;. one hundred dollars. She began,,. he was restored to his mother, and for year~ was 
a new series which she called, "Uncle Tom's a foreman, or overseer for the Rileys. His story 
Cabin, or Life Among the Lowly.''. These ar- states that when he was sold in Charles County, 
tides made such a profound impression when •·they were' taken "about forty miles tp Mont
the slavery issue was so acute that they were gomery County.'' He refers to trips to market 
finally published .in March, 1852, as a book. It .. ' in Georgetown and ·washington. He also made 
was ultimately. read in ;Europe and America, frequent trips to the Montgomery Court House 
was translated into twenty languages, and over (Rockville), where Riley spent a good deal of 
six million copies were sold. · ·· time in revelry at a tavern, and at times needed 

It is s.afe to guess that very few citizens of 'fSi '.s" help to get safely home. Josiah reports 
Montgomery County know. that "Uncle Tom" how he was converted to the "blessedness of re
hero of the book lived for many years on a. ligion'' by the preaching of an evangelist named 
plantation betweer(Rockville· and Bethesda. One John McKenney at Newport Mill, which was a 
of the cabins thereon is still standing in 1961. well-known mill near Kensington (also known 
'l1he autlior,,who is quite familiar with the Coun- as Duvall's Mill). ·. 
t~', was.incredulous to hear rumors.recently that ' Mrs. Stowe wrote a preface to :Henson's book 
the 'real Uncle Tom lived in Mont~om9ry Coun- in which she gives him credit for being her lead
ty for many year~ when he was a slave of the ing character; she wrote, "Among the singular 
Riley family. The cabin shown on the next page and interesting records to which the institution 
the right part of photo was dn the Riley planta- of American slaver.y has given rise, we know 
tion. Uncle Tom, whos.e name was. Josiah none more striking, more characteristic; and,in-
Henson, wrote a book entitled "Uncle. Tom's 'Structive than that of Josiah Henson." In the 
Story of His Life'' which had a sale of ten~ appendix to Henson's book is a statement, that 
of thousands. Perusal of this little volume and· "he supplied the principle facts of life to Mrs. 
a search of the land r~cords' identify the cabin. Stowe upon which she built her inimitable work, 

1~_on O~d Georgeto''.7ll Road nell;r "\Vall,Lahe.as· th.e ''Uricle T~m 's Cabin.' '' ~enson refers to talks 
. location of the Riley plan,tafaon. '. ··· ,. he had with Mrs. Stowe m New England and 
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