
M;u~yland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory form 

1. Name {_indicate preferred name} 

historic ,John Curtis Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 22011 New Hampshire Ave~ 

city, town Sunshine _vicinity of 
__;'-.:__~~-~-----~~~-~~~--

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_ building(s) 
___ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
----X- public 
__ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
-1Lno 

:::iurvey No}f. 23-39 

Magi No. 1605445935 

DOE __;Jes no 

___ not for publication 

congressional district 1st 

Montqomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names ana mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Helen P. Denit 
-------------------------

street & number Pretty Penny Farm, New Hampshire Avet.elephone no.: 

city, town S1m5bjpe state and zip code Maryl and 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Court House liber 

3587 

street & number folio 28 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title M.NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _ federal _K state L county __ local 

.~eposltoryforsurveyrecords Park Historians Office 

city, town Rockville state Mary 1 and 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

JHECKONE 

_QRIGrNAL SITE 

/tt23-3/ 

i GOOO 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

--/JNALTERED 

:iALTERED _MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house was not visited at the time of the survey, but 
it appears to be a two-part building that is of log construction. 
The main section is a small, one-story-with-attic house, with 
a three-bay (west) facade and a central entrance. There are 
two "lie on your stomach" windows tucked under the eaves on 
this side. On the north end of this section is a brick chimney 
stacke The base of the chimney is obscurred by a small, kitchen
type wing, attached onto the main house. This may also be of 
log construction and have a fireplace. The siding is covered at 
present with asbestos shingles. 

There are a number of good, frame farm buildings on the 
property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Period 
·--- prehistoric 
___ 1400-14Sl9 

,,,- ___ 150CH 599 
. - 1600-1699 
-x- 1700-1799 
·-- 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Survey No. 

Are1H of Significance-Check and justify below 
·-archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ ar~heology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
__ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
-Z- architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

circa 1870 Builder/ Architect 
-

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Pkepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The John Curtis Farmhouse is significant a.s an example of 
vernacular architecture typical to that constructed in Montgomery 
County from the mid-nineteenth, through the early twentieth centuries. 
The houise is believed to have been built by John Curtis, a farmer, 
about 1870. 1 The farm rested on 198 acres of a tract of land re
fe$d to as "Sapling Ridge." John's house was a two story log and 
frame dwelling of eight rooms. Also on the farm was a two story 
frame tenant house of four rooms, a bank barn measuring 40'x 60', 
a wagon shed, corn ,house, a large granary and other necessary outr
buildings. The farm was described in 1892 as "in a good state of 
cultivation" with 190 acres of cleared land and 5 or so of apple 
orchards.2 

In 1888, John Curti2 died leaving his estate to his wife, Sarah 
Jane. 3 In 1891 Sarah Jane also died and the property then went to 
their children, George, Josephine, Mary, John, Lewis and Sally. 
However, due to an over-accumulation of debts, the farm was sold 
by trustees to George Myers for $5513.64 in March of 1892. 4 

In April of 1920, George Myers passed the farm on to his family, 
William L., George L., Robert c., and Sallie A. Myers.5 The farm 
was later conveyed to the heirs of William Myers, Mary and Spencer 
Brown,etc. 6 Since there were too many heirs, the farm1 including 
an eight room frame house with a tin roof, a garage, a chicken house 
and six other outbuildings, was sold to P5H. Magee in January of 
1966. 7 However, Magee did not hold on to the farm. He sold the 
198 acre farm almost immediately to the present owner, Helen P. 
Denit.8 

r~ see attachment sheet A 



~ 
attachment sheet A 
John Curtis Farm 

1 
Mont. Co. Comrn. Tax Asses. Bk., 1869-1876. 

2Equity JA 8/26, Mont. Co. Judgement Records. 
3Equity JA 8/974," " 
4
rbid., and deed JA 33/39, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

5need 292/115, Mont. Co. Land Records. 
6 need 4366/313," " 
7Equity # 30,898, Mont. Co. Judgement Records. 
Sneed 3587/28, Mont. Co, Land Records. 

/Lt:23~ 39 



Survey N~:. f1: 13-32 

Mont .. Co. Land Recordi3 
Mont. Co. Judgrement Records 
Mont. Co. Corr~. Tax Asses. Bk. 

,~ ................ _.,,,_ ________________ .._ ............. -..~~~,-------------~~~--------~--~~~~~~-
1 Oa Geographical Data 

l71.,67 acres 
Acreage of nominated property -------------

Quadrangle name 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM referenees 

ALU I I I I I I I i l L 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ LJ I I Li I i 

E Li_j I I I lJ I I 1J 
GLJ_j I I L I I I ! I l I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale 

sw I I I I i 

L.J I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

oLJJ I I f I I I 
FLU I I I I 
H LU I I l I 

Ust an states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

L...J 

I I 
I 

I I 
LLL..-1 

-----

11. Form Prepared By 
,~--------------~~------------------------...... --~--~~------................... _,,,_..,~,_.--~----.......... 

name/title 
Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Preservation Corrun. date 8/82 

street & number 

city or town Rockville state 
-j ; j ' 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
-:_ : ~ an Act of the Maryl\and 'Legislature to\ be·~found in the Annotated 

Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

_.}hg E?lfrvey and inventory are being prepar:ed for; information and 
~ -recdrd purposes only and do not constitufe· any ·infringement of 

individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

µ:#23-39 ' 

I~{) fP'l/../!:57/ .:3.!:7 

•·INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

John Curtis Farm 
ANO/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER· 

22011 New Hampshire Ave. 
CITY.TOWN 

·Sunshine· 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY;'· 

t OISTRICT 

BUILDING($} 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE· 

-OBJECT 

~UBLIC 

{_PRIVATE • . 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

~TATUS 
_OCCUPIED . 

-UNOCCUPIED · 

_WOfiK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

. ;v.,ES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

CONGRESSlONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

.·- > ;_: 
/.. PRESENTUSE .· .. 

-:'AGRICULTURE : ;_MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL 

- .;..._EDUCATIONAL 
-ZK 

i_PRIVATE RESlOENQ. .. 

··_ENTERTAINMENT _REUGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_!NOUSTRIAL . ' . ~TRANSPORTATION' 

-MILITARY ;_OTHER: __________ ....... __________________________ • _____ "·''<"· 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs. Helen P. · De!ni t (tenant-Moore Family Jrelephone i: 
STREET & NUMBER 

Fann New Ham shire Ave 
CITY. TOWN 

Sunshine'·· ·.·_ .. _ VICINITY OF 

. llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, . 
REGISTRY OF OEEOS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Montgomery County Courthouse 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATS,. 

Maryland 

Liber if: 
Folio :!h 

STATE 

Maryland 

zip co e 

-FEDERAL --5TATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
,_ SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT. 

i GOOO ·· 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

._RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED .. 

CHECK ONE 

...,iJNALTEREO 

i..J..LTERED 

JHECKONE 

_ORIGfNAL SH!! ·-

-MOVED OATS.~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN> PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house was not visited at the time of the survey, but 
it appears to be a two-part building that is of log construction.". 
The main section is a small, one-story-with-attic house,,,.with · 
a three-bay '<west} facade and a centraL entrance.. There are 
two 11lie on your stomach" windows tucked under the eaves on 
this. side. ·On the north end of this section is a brick chimney 
stac::]{.· The base of .the chimney ·is"obscurred by a 
type wing, attached onto the main house. This may also be of 
log"j:construction and have a fireplace.· The siding is covered 

'. pl:esent with asbes~~:~ shingles. . . .·,·;~:~i:·f_;:·> 

are a number. of good,. frame 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



__ .,._ 

Ill SIGNIFICANCE ··M:23-31;·· 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 
__ PREHISTORIC 

_1400·1499 

-1500-1599 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-CONSERVATION 

:--..ecot:WMlCS 

_.-EDUCATION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __ RELIGION 

-1600·1699 

_th00-1799 

_y; 800-1899 

_1900-

-ARO!EOLOGY·HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURI; 

. .._.ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

__ COMMERCE. 

SPECIFIC OATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- •:__eNG!NEERJ#G-

.. --EXPLORATIOll!ISETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

. _INVENTION 

.,_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

-MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

--PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

,.-.··.::.. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHE.ET IF NECESSARY 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITA:fllAU 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER ISPECIFYi 

I 
~ 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONT!NUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSAR.Y 

lltJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTtON 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
OAGANIZA TION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave •. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Silver 

DATE 

July, 1974 
TELEPHONE 

589-1480 
STl\TE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

".,.~ . 


