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Survey No~·, 2 3- 5 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory form 

Magi No. 16 o 5115 6 0 4 

DOE _yes _no 

1. Name {.indicate pref erred name) 

n.i_s_to_r_ic ___ C_o_n_r_a_d_. Royer Farm . .!c'h:.:::Oc.:::U::..:,S~e::_ __ _,__ ____________________ _ 

<'Ind/or common appearing on Atlas as Isreal Griffith House 

2. Location 

street & number 5900 Damascus Road 

::ity, town Laytonsville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_distrlct
_..JL bulldlng(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
-X..-nO 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 1 st 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
·_military 

._museum 
_park 
__x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientmc 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4= Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name Mr. GiJ1iB Owings 

s;treet & number 5900 Damascus Road telephone no.: 

~lty, town Laytonsville, Md. state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 562 

street & number folio 
173 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

M-NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

d<J1te 1976 _federal _;x_ state _x__ county _ local _, 
- :>sltory for survey records M-NC::PPC Park Historian's Office 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 



j> 

Ill Description Survey No. 

(~ :lnditJ~n Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 

Check one 
_ original site ____ excellent 

_; __ good _ ruins _ altered _moved date of move 
_fair _unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists· today. 

This is a two story, frame farmhouse with a five bay facade. 
The centrally located front entry has narrow sidelights and a 
transom above. The windows are two over two double hung sash. 
A porch, supported by Victorian style turned posts with jig
sawn trim, runs the length of the facade. There is a brick 
chimney with a corbelled top at both interior gable ends. The 
house has a gable roof with a.·center gable. To the rear of the 
house is a two story, frame ell, reportedly built at the same 
time as the main block. 

The house rests on a stone foundation. The original 
chestnut weatherboarding exterior is now covered with asbestos 
shingles. The roof is covered with raised seam metal. 



-- - -- -,~--~ -~,,_,..,...-........ ~~~-,, .,.. ', .. ,._.,,, 

Significance Survey No. 

·[~riod ·,. Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ prehistoric 
__ ,_ 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _science 

,"" - 1500-1599 _agriculture _economics _ literature _sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 ..x._ architecture _ education _. _ military _ social/ 

-- 1700--1799 _art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
--·-- 1800-1899 _ CO[llmerce __ exploration/settlement _philosophy _theater 
___ 1900- _ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpo~ation • 

_ Invention _. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1880-1881 Builder/ Architect Conrad Royer 
check: Applicable C:r:iteria: A B C D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

P-.t·epare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert1eral statement of history and 
S<,;ipport. \ 

The Conrad Royer Farmhouse is significant as a particularly 
good example of a style of residential architecture typical of 
that constructed in rural Montgomery County during the la~er 
nineteenth century. Features that identify this popular house 
form include the rectangular main block. gable roof with a cen
ter gable and a porch running the length of the facade. Most 
examples of this house type have three bay facades. The Conrad 
Royer farmhouse, 9omewhat larger, is five bays across; In addi~ 
tion, this house has retained its Victorian style architectual 
detailing; such as the front porch supported by turned post with 
ornate bracketing. 

This house wa! b~ilt by Conrad Royer in 1880-1881, ibclud
ing the rear wing. Mr. Royer built his house on 183 acres of 
farm property which he purchased in May of 1879 from the heirs 
of Isreal Griffith.2 The house was built of Chestnut lumber which 
Mr. Royer cut himself at his mill located on the property. In 
addition to the mill, Mr. Royer was a wheat farmer. According to 
his grandson, present owner Mr. Gillis Ownings, Mr. royer owned 
the first thrashing machine for the harvesting of wheat in Mont
gomery County.3 Mr. Royer lived here with his wife, Emma· and 
seven children. Following Emma's death the farm was sold to 
Mr. Royer's grandson, Gillis Ownings in 1933. The farm remains 
the property of Mr. Owings.4 

1Mr. Gillis Owings, 2/2/84. 

2Equity CKW 62/463, Montgomery County Judgement Records. 

3Mr. Gillis Owings, 2/2/84. 

4need 562/173, Montgomery County Land 1 Records. 



Conversation with Mr. Gillis Owings, present owner 
¥Montgomery County Land Records 
Montgomery County Judgement Records 

~- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------o. Geog1raphical Data 
/;,creage of nominated property 

Guadrangle name------- Quadrang.le scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
: ·! ~ .. ·'-~ 1 ~ c:. . ~ :~ J 3 t· ~ ~· ·.:: t: ;~ n ~ ., : 
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c LL.JI.__ ....... I ___ .._.II..._ ..J...--'-_.__.._....... ..... D LU I I I I I I I .._I ""'--'-....__...i.....1....1 

E l..J_j I I II..__,__,__.__ __ _. 
G LLJ I I I .._I ..__....~ _ _. : m- 11 ,: ,l+:- h1

L._· .... ':: .................................. 

'tferbal boundary description and justification 

. . • J 

Ust all states· and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

code county code 

code Btate code county 
~,,_ ________________________ ..,.. ____________________________________ ..._ ______________ __ 
;l1. Form Prepared By 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------·. 
name/title Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Preservation Comm. date 2 I 84 

;,;treet & number telephone ' .:. _. " 

city or town Rockville ~t~te Maryland: 
l .: . 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryl.and Le_gi~lat;ure,.~o b_e: :fiollnd 1 in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 · 1 ·: 

(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Israel Griffith House 

5900 Damascus Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Laytonsville 

,.....,-.s,,,..,T_"~T-e: _ _,......~ Mar:;(,_l,....,.,.a_n_a . ..,..~,,,.,,.,..,,..,,,~-~.,..~~-....... lcou~~~!g-"o;,:;m~e.;;.. . .;:r.,..y._.,..~,....""·.,.,.,., \: .-.~ ..• -...-..,.......,,,,,.,,,....i 
l!L. CLASSf~Q!! __ ~T---·~~~---·-~~w,.:.;__....;.;:;~"'~~:_.;.;;....~__;....~_;.,;;.;.;w..~ • ..;.,;;_~' .... ~ .. .;:::::··:.:..·.:;..·(/~·/ 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

District IUl\ Bulldin11 0 Public p.,bJlc Acqui•iti<m: 11.1 Occupied y·••: 
- P · O l P 0 RHtrlcted it• O Structure ll!!I rivate " roceu ID Unoccupied 

L 
[] Object 0 Both 0 Being Con1id11rec! 0 Preurvotian work 0 UnrHtrlcted 

I In progress II No 

~!ESEN T use: _!Check One"' Mor .. ... Appropriate) 

Rt Agriculturnl 0 Government 0 Park 
--·--------------- -----1 

0 Comment• 

O Commerci<>I 0 Industrial II Private Residence 

0 Tron1portatlor. 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational [1 Military 0 Rellgiou1 

0 Entertainment 0 Muuum 0 Scientific 

===Zil~CT .. '-'E. ~~~···· 
OWNER'S NAME: 

1------------G-"-'"o.... C • OWings 
STREET AND NlJMBER: 

5900 Damascus Road !-.-------
CITY OR TOi!'/N: 

Montgomery County Courthouse----------
STREET AND NUM0ER: ----·------------! 

........ ~~~~-~·--~-------
CITY 0 RT OWN: IST ... TE I 
i---R_o_ckville _Maryland 

.... r_J,tJ~ . ~5=ference gf Cur;-ent~--:d,:--':"'.'.{B:-Q-O-k:-.·..__&_,P.._g_.~i'"")-!--------1-------1 
EiC f{EPRES!'.'!·I tATlON IN J!XIHING SURV~'i'S . ·. · ..• ~·.·.· . . • • ·• · • · ... ... . ... 
Ire l'"L~::~ • . . . . . --·-·· -· '-'.. . .. ·. . . ... c..• .. :;;•··~~.....__.;:,:....:~~""· ··....:··,"'···:.;;;;,..""'"'~;;:;i·;;.,;···•k\•Wi· : •.. f.<; 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Fed•rol 0 Stot• O County O Loc:ol 
bEPOSITORY FC,R SURVEY RECOROSr 

I 

PS-709 



fZ'.2,P~S~R.~~r~T~fO_N_···......,....~ ......... ~---~-~~~~ 

I 0 E.xcodlent !ill, Good 0 Fair 0 Deterior.,ted 0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

I. CONDITION I . 
(Check On") (Check One) 

~ Altered CJ Um::lt.tred __ _l__ __ 0 Moved D Original Site· 
D-F..-_S_C_R_l _B E_T_H_E __ P_R_,_ES_E_N_T-.-~--D-O_R_l_G_! N-A-l-. (-1-f -:-kn--o-..,-n·).,.--PH Y SIC A 1.. A PP EAR AN CE 

(Check One) 

The house is a two story, frame building with a 

lfive bay facade. The central doorway has narrow side and 

:ransom lights. The windows are 2/2 double hu~g sash. There 

s a porch with bracketed posts across the facade. At either 

:=nd are internal chimneys. There is a central facade gable. 

ro the rear is a two story, frame ell with an internal end 

There is a frame meat-house on a high, stone foundation m 

standing south of the house. 

The house is now shingled. 

m 

% 

0 

z 



PERIOD (Check Otte or More '"" App,-oprlat.,) 

0 Pre-Columbion D 16th c .. ntury 

0 15th Century 0 17th Conlury 

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (li .4ppllcabfe and Known) 

AREAS OF S!GNIFICANCE (Cheel< One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abo,. iginol D Education 

D Pr•hi•toric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic D ln<fo•try 

0 Aariculture 0 Invention 

0 Architectur• 0 l.ondscop• 

0 An Architecture 

D Con1merce 0 Literature 

0 Communi co ti ons D Militory 

(] Conaervotion 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"' 
% 

0 
,,_,,, 

.... 
u 
::,) 

a: ... 
...,, 
z 

·w 
w 

JV't 

0 
0 

0 
.D 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

f.m 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Ph!. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human· 

itorian 

Theoter 

T•onsportotlon 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonning 

0 Other (Specify)-

,-1 



If 13-5 

mL)M~,O~:__-·••_C_p_O_~-~-A--P-H_t_c_A_L_·.-o-A-T--A~~-----,.-~~~ ......... ~~....,..,...,....,,.--~;-.~~ •• ~,......,.~._,..~~--·,,..,,,~.,...~----~....,.,,.,.....,,..,..,..... 
L AT I ·r U DE AND 1.. ON (ii TU DE C 00 RD IN A TES --'-'-j - ·- --'-"--";..!.-. A-T-""1""-T--;U',.-D-E=--Ac-N-P_L_O"-N'-·G-l T_U_D._...E~C~0-0-'--R-D-I N~A-T_E..;S.._..;.;. •·" 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A t=>ROPERT'f 

~-~·--~~-~~ Ri--~~~~~O-F~L_E_s_s~•-H~ArN~•-E_N~A~C_R_E_s ___ ~-'-~--1 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
'---~----1--~~~~-~~--+------~~~~----r 

LATITUDE LONCOITUDE 

IHI 

NE 

SE 

Degrt"u Minut"s Seconds D&grees Minutes Seconds 
0 0 

" 0 

0 0 

<W Q t' • 0 I 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degre•• Minutes Seconds 
0 0 

c;;:·;;:ROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

i 

I 
I 

I 
r 
I 

NAME AND TITl.E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
"----· ·--~-----~-~~-
UR GAN I ZATION 

IDA7TENov 7' 4 
~·~~-1=~-C_P_P~=----~·~----------~--~--~--~--~~-~~~~-~-~~~~~-----f 
STREE.T ANO NUMBER: 

~ 8 7 ___ Georgi"!:_-=-"-=1v'--e=-nc:.:::.::u;:._ce"-------~----------------------..----1 

CIT y CR TO,'<N: -------~-----ls T_J1_T_E_,.,.,..,..o.il-....,""4~-----.,.-----·-"''-----1 Silver Spring_ __ Max:yland 
IJ2, l 

~.Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

j Sign.if icance of this property is: 
NaUmllal O Stale O Locai O 

! 
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT 

AMENDMENT TO THE APPROVED Alm ADOPTED 
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, M.A..-::ZYLA.ND 

/ 

NORTHERN AND EASTERN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, 
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtonsville Areas 

March 1986 

• 

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/ 
Ashton Special Study Plan, 1970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the 
1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan; being also an 
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of 
Highways within Montgomery county, Maryland. 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090 



IMPLEMENTATION 

Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preserva
tion, any substantial changes to the exterior of a resource or 
its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Pre
servation Commission and a historic area work permit issued. The 
Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Historic Preservation Commiss'ion to prevent 
the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 

It is the intent of the Master Plan and Ordinance to provide 
a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing Mont
gomery County's heritage for the benefit of present and future 
residents. The accompanying challenge is to weave protection for 
this heritage into the county's planning program so as to maxi
mize community support for preservation and minimize infringement 
on private property rights. 

THE AMENDMENT 

The purpose of this Preliminary Draft Amendment is to con
sider the Montgomery County HistJric Preservation Commission's 
recommendations that the followL1g sites be designated on the 
Master Plan for Historic Preserv;,tion and protected under the 
County Is Historic Preservation o:::·dinance, Chapter 24A of the 
Montgomery County Code. A copy cf the Ordinance is provided in 
Appendix B of this document. 

(NOTE: Unless otherwise specified in the Preservation Com
mission's nomination, the recommended environmental setting for 
each site is the entire parcel on which the resource is located 
as of the date it is designated en the Master Plan as defined in 
Section 24A-2 of the County's Preservation Ordinance. Where 
additional buildings of historical or architectural importance 
are associated with a site, these buildings are noted in the 
nomination as being part of the recommended setting.) 

Atlas # 

15/55 

Location 

Spencer/Carr House 2420 Spencerville 

Dating from 1855 with a rear section added in the 
1870's, this three-story house is distinguished by 
three over three windows on the third floor and a one
story porch with bracketed pillars on the front facade. 

Significant as an example of the "Spencerville style",a 
local style characterized by a special grouping of 
architectural detail most notably half windows on the 
third story extending into the boxed cornice and roof 
line. 

2 



15/67 

£) 
C/ 

23/9 

23/12 

The house is reputed to have been built by.William 
Spencer the founder of Spencerville, and is therefore 
important to the heritage of that comnununity and that 
part of the County. 

Maiden's Fancy 15701 Aitcheson Lane 

1807 -- Two and one-half story, Federal style, brick 
house with front facade laid in Flemish bond, featuring 
flat arches on the 1st floor windows and a doorway with 
a transom light and flat arch with keystone. 

Associated with the Waters family and Benjamin D. Carr; 
both significant in the history of the Burtonsville 
community. 

Included in the recommended setting is the main house 
and a stone smokehouse associated with site. 

Israel Griffith House 5900 Damascus Road 

Circa 1880 -- Good example of Gothic Revival architec
ture exhibiting such characteristics of the style as 
the center gable, turned porch posts, porch brackets, 
and corbelled chimneys. 

The recommended envirc:"'.mental setting includes the 
small board and batten shed, the frame meat house and 
the frame corncrib ass~ciated with the site. 

Elton 3801 Elton Farm Road 

Handsome Federal style fieldstone farmhouse dating from 
1780. 

Associated with Henr::r· Griffith, early settler of the 
eastern part of the County. 

The recommended environmental setting is 25 acres and 
includes the stone meat house, dairy, and the cemetery, 
resting place of Colonel Ridgely Brown, local Civil War 
hero. 

Greendale Farm 23200 Howard Chapel Road 

Early 20th century fann residence built in two sec
tions; the first portion in 1907, the second added in 
1924. 

Excellent example of transitional architecture which is 
representative of the period in that area of the coun~y. 

3 



· ~11r~ M:~ 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue •.Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 

,.--. ' 

L-JC=1 

"!----
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Richard Ferrara, Director 

Rn ;r-............._ ~.,.,.. rr"D. 
. L-...J_._,_:_ \.: ..c.. ~ . 

March 21, 1:986 

MARYLAND H1STORiCAL 
TRUST 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
John L. Menke, Director 

/- Department of Environmental Protection 
L,,/ J. Rodney Little, Director 

state Historic Preservation Off ice 
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson 

Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Melissa c. Banach, Coordinator hl1fh 
Community Planning North ~-

Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern 
Montgomery County Resources 

I am pleased to transmit to you this Preliminary Draft 
Amendment to the Maste:?:" Plan for Historic Preservation: 
Northern and Eastern Montaomerv County Resources. 

This document contains the recommendations of the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission on approximately 80 
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, Aspen Hill, 
and Burtonsville areas of the County. 

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a·public 
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, ApriI 21, 
1986, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional 
Office at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Should you have any questions concerning this specific 
Preliminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to contact 
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565. 

MCB:MR:dws 
Attachment 
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THE t .. 1t.RYLAf·~O-Nt-.TIDNAL l.1'.PIT/\l P/l.RV. /'J!~ Plf\f·Jr·Jlr\!G COMt\'ilSS 
C7L:7 G~~·~ ..... ,' ..... 1. , !_ ·-· ~; ·,·.:: r.'1~i· > _·._, ;..:~ 1 1[; ~ 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See correspondence dated April 8. 1987 

ACTION TAKEN 

23/1 

23/2 

23/3 

23/4 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

The following sites will be removed from the 
Locational Atlas. 

r 
23/28 

23/96 

23/32 
23/98 

23/43 

23/44 
*23/98-3 

-

GI;)' *23/50 
23/99 

23/52 
23/10 *23/110 

23/55 
*23/14 23/113 

23/56 
23/16 23/114 

-
23/59 -

23/20 

23/61 -

23/22 

23/25 
23/74 - 23/l.l.6 

23/88 23/l.17 





NAME /SI/AU. ~ (atd'AAISS) 

LOCATION 1/Jllll/Ma/S ~ W1rY, r111rJ. 

FACADE ~ 

PHOTO TAKEN ,J/1/1f ,_,~ 


