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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

M: ;/iJ"'{p C 
Property/District Name: Bordley's Choice (aka Merrywood & Marywood) Survey Number: M-23-k(' 

Project: MD 97:Gold Mine Road to Camp Bennett Agency: FHWA/SHA 

Site visit by MHT Staff: _K_ no yes Name~~~~~~~~~~~~- Date-~~~~~~-

Eligibility recommended -~X- Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _K_A _K_B ~c __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

Based on the available information, Bordley's Choice appears to be eligible for the National 
Register under criterion C for architecture, under criterion B for its association with at 
least one prominent individual, and criterion A for education. Begun in 1763 and expanded 
in 1869, this massive fieldstone structure was associated in its early years with prominent 
members of the Riggs family and served for over fifty years as the prestigious Brookville 
Academy, a private school for boys started in 1815. A smaller stone house, incorporated into 
the southeast corner of the present building was the home of Thomas Riggs of Samuel, a 
successful farmer, active in local affairs, and a founder of the Brookeville Academy. It was 
here that Samuel Riggs, prominent New York and Baltimore banker, was born in 1800. Further 
documentation would be needed to justify use criterion B fo+ the association with Samuel 

~owever, as other properties may be more strongly associated with him. Under criteria A, the 
roperty is significant for its association with the Brookeville Academy. The academy began 

~n a smaller building located in the town of Brookeville and in 1868 moved to Bordley's 
Choice. The original stone house was greatly expanded and the mansard roof was added to 
accomodate the new use. The academy played an important role in education in Montgomery 
County in the period before public education was well established. The building would also 
appear to be significant under criterion C for a number of reasons. It is an unusually large 
example of stone construction for the period and a significant and early example Empire 
style. Without knowing more about the condition of the interior and the affects of a 
succession of private and institutional owners after the academy closed in 1923, it is 
difficult to say with any certainty that the building is significant as an example of a mid-
19th century school architecture. From the exterior photographs, it appears that the 20th 
century alterations could be fairly extensive and the issue of integrity deserves further 
investigation. However, Gwen Marcus of the Montgomery County Preservation Commission was 
quite clear in her opinion that the property is eligible. 
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Survey No. ~M~-~2=3~-~6~6=-~~~~~~ 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

__ x~ Piedmont 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) Western Maryland 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

_x_ 
-~x-

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( ___ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

Buildin 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Domestic - Single dwelling, Educational-school 



ACHS SID1MARY FORM 

1. Name: Bordley 's Choice 

~2. Planning Area/Site Number : 23/66 3. M- NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 9 
H-14 

4. Address: Route 97 , Brookeville 

5. Classification Summary . 
Category building Previous Survey Recording M- NCPPC 
Ownership priyate 
Public Acquisition __ .N~l.A..._ ____ __ 

Title and Date : 1976 Inventory of 
Historical Sites 

Status pccupied 
Accessible --.M.1------------------ Federal~State...___County__.,_Local ____ 
P resent use private residence 

6 . Date : 1796-1814 7. Original Owner: Thomas Riggs 

8. Apparent Condition 

a . good b altered c original site 
·--------------------- ·~-------------------------~ 

9. Description: According to Farquhar, this was known as "Ziegler's Choice". 
This fieldstone three bay by four bay house has been changed. It faces west. 
The original structure was what is now the southeast corner room. A corner
stone states 1765. A second cornerstone, at the southwest corne~ has the 
date 1833 and initials "WFJ 93, WFB". There is a central two bay projecting 
pavilion on west elevation. A two story porch with flat roof supported by 
two gtant Doric order columns. There are six-over-nine double-hung 
windows flanked by white wooden louvered shutters. Two dormer windows on 
the north and south elevations. The hou~t has a mansard roof with slate 
tiles and a denticulated cornice line. 

10. Significance :Bordley's Choice, for many years the home of the famous Brooke
ville Academy, was associated with the prominent Riggs family of Montgomery 
County in its early years. When Samuel Riggs died in 1814 part of his 
bequest to his son Thomas was 100 acres of "Bordley's Choice". It is 
popularly believed that Thomas had been living on that acreage and had built 
a home there around 1796 when he married his cousin Mary Hammond Riggs, 
although this had not been documented. After his inheritance he was 
assessed not only for his land, 80 acres of 11Bordley 1 s Choice"@ $1+ . 92 per 
acre, but for $113 of other property, and for two slaves, which would 
indicate a real homestead. 

In 1867 the house wasdescribed as a "fine stone dwelling, confortable 
kitchen , stone dairy, ••• all in good repair." 

Trustees of the Brookeville Academy bought the property in 1869, and 
remodeled it for use as a school, incorporating the original stone house 
into a larger building. 

In 19~1 the property was tastefully restored for use as a dwelling. In 
1961 it was again purchased by an institution, the Convent of Jesus and Mary , 
and the dining room was converted into a chapel. 

r-" Since 1966 Bordley 's Choice has been the home of the 

11 . ~esearcher and date researched: Roberta Hahn-7/79 Candy 
Arch, 

13. Date Compiled: 10179 12. Compiler : Margaret Coleman 

15. Acreage: 20.41 acres 

present owners. 

Reed 
Description 

11+. Designation 
Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 23/66 
Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Bordley 1 s Choice 
AND/OR COMMON 

fltOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 97 
CITY, TOWN 

Brookeville VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC LOCCUPIED 

JLBUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 
,.-. _STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJ,ECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Dr. M.J. Reitman 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 97 
CITY. TOWN 

··Brookeville _ VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

~EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 774_9444 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 20729 

. 111:.ocATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 3512 
Folio #: 481 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Maxy land 
D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

MNCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

_FEDERAL Jt5TATE ACOUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Derwood 

Park Historian's Office 
STATE 

Maryland 20855 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

4..0RIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built on fieldstone foundations, of random uncoursed fieldstone, this 
three bay by four bay house has undergone several metamorphoses. The house 
faces west today. However, the southeast corner room was the first struc
ture to be erected on the site. It was a one room two story stone house 
with a corner stone inscribed with the date 1765. A second cornerstone, 1 

at the southwest corner bears the date 1833 and the intials nWFJ 93, WFB"; 
The west (front) elevation has a central two story projecting pavilion. 

There is a two story porch with a flat roof supported by two giant Doric 
columns. A run of north and south steps leads to a central landing between 
the columns and before the door. The door is set in a deeply recessed 
surround. It is wooden paneled and surmounted by a four light transom. 
The doorway is further defined by the stonework which projects about the 
door frame. A second stairway leads down below the porch to the basement 
door. Although the house 1s constructed of stone, there are segmental and 
flat brick arches and sills at the window openings. There are generally 
six-over-nine double-hung windows throughout the house flanked by white 
wooden louvered shutters. There are two dormer windows on the north an~ 
south elevations, four dormers on the west, and three on the east. All 
the dormers rave gable roofs and are six-over-six double-hung,w1ndows. 
The mansard roof is covered by slate tiles and has a denticulated cornice 
line. 

The house has a central hall. A curving open string staircase was 
installed in the 194os. Southwest of the hall is the dining room and to 
the southeast is the kitchen. Northwest of the hall is· the living room 
and to the northeast 1s the '!:J'tiudy. A door-t1ay marks the break in the hall 
between the west and east rooms, a step leads down to the eastern section • 

The dining room has random width flooring which runs north-south; 
the remainder of the house has narrow floor boards running east and west. 
The ceilings and walls are plaster over lath. Doors are paneled and in 
some cases there are double doors between rooms. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE --
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 AAGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 --ARCHITECTURE X...EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X-1700-1799 _--ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X..OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_1NvENT10N Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1796-1814 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Thomas Riggs 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Bordley•s Choice, for many years the home of the famous Brookeville 
Academy, was associated with the prominent Riggs family of Montgomery 
county in its early years. When Samuel Riggs died in 1814 part of his 
bequest to his son Thomas was 100 acres of 11Bordley•s Choicen.1 It is 
popularly be1ieved2 that Thomas had been living on that acreage and had 
built a home there around 1796 when he married his cousin Mary Hammond 
Riggs although this had not been documented. After his inheritance he was 
assessed not only for his land, 8o acres of "Bordley•s Cho1ce 11 @ $4.92 per 

/-acre, but for $113 of other property, and for two slaves,3 which would 
.ndicate a real homestead. 

The property passed to Thomas•s daughter, Caroline E. Dorsey, in 18454 
but apparently she never lived there for any length of time.5 In 1862 the 
Dorseys sold the land out of the Riggs family to Leonard Weer for $3548~12t~ 
The Weers suffered financial setbacks and in 1867 were forced to sell their 
property to satisfy creditors. The equity suit provides a description of 
the property as· a "tine stone dwelling, comfortable kitchen, stone datry, 
good stabling and other necessary out-buildings, all in good repair". As 
a result of the sale,, whicb brought $4ooo, the property came into the hands 
of the Brookeville AcademyB which had expanded beyond the limits of its 
building in the town of Brookeville. 

The building was enlarged to make it suitable for a school, the ori
ginal house being incorporated into the new stone structure. This growth 

·is reflected in its assessment for improvements of $3000 in 1876.9 The 
school continued in this building until it ceased to function in 1923 at 
which time it was sold with 22 acres to Elijah and Laura Alvord.lo Bordley's 
Choice was purchased by Charles and Anita Ecles in 1936, 11 who sold it to 
Dr. Mark v. Zeigler in 1941.12 During their 20-year residence, the 
Ze1glers restored the grounds and house, turning Bordley's Choice into a 
local showplace. In 1961 the Convent of Jesus and Mary acquired the pro
perty for their expanding community.13 The building was easily adapted 
to their use, the major modification being the conversion of the dining 

~-Jorn into a chapel. The present owners bought the house and 20 acres in 
1966. 

(footnotes on Attachment Sheet A) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Attachment Sheet A 
Bordley•s Choice 

FOOTNOTES: 

M: 23/66 
Magi # 

1 Montgomery County Register of Wills, I 26 (June 1814). 
2 Roger B. Farquhar, Old Houses and History of Montgomery County, 

Maryland, p. 206. 
3 Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records, 1831. 
4 Register of Wills, Z119 (Feb. 1845). 
5 The assessments during her ownership refer to Caroline and Caleb 

Dorsey of Howard County and show no separate assessment for im
provements on the property. Montgomery County Tax Assessment 
Records, 1831. 

6 Land Records of Montgomery County, JGH 8/550 (March 1862). 
7 Montgomery County Circuit Court, Equity Suit EBP 1/1 #171-1867. 
8 Land Records, EBP 6/218 (April 1869). 
9 Tax Assessment Records, 1876. 

10 Land Records, 338/446 (Sept. 1923 
11 Ibid., 648/450 (Dec. 1936). 

~-' 12 Ibid., 858/277 (Dec. 1941). 
13 Ibid., 2885/643 (Sept. 1961). 
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IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2(l 1 41 8 er.es.._ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Roberta Hahn Candy Reed - Arch. Description 
OF,!GANJZATJnN 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

· DATE 

July 1979 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
ST.TE ' ' 

Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 411 Section 181 KA," 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not, constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. ~-. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Merrywood 

1-----Q_~orgia Avenue (Rte. 97) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

CT c~r, , Brookeville 
S,TA.if:~·{~i_. ;~:. !COUN1'Y~ 

---~:l1a~d___ -~--.L.._M_a~~.YlCl:~1d ·~~-
31> CLA~_Sl_F;_l_~~~~~tRY~---~----....,.~--O--W-N~-E~-R~S-H~l-P~~~~1 ·. STATU~ ACCESSIBLE 

(Ch,,ck One) TO THE PUBLIC ·----- ·----·--+-------! 
District f.] Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: iD Occupied v .. : 

0 D I P 

I 
0 Restricted 0 Site O Structure Pri•·ote n roc•n 0 Unoceupi•d 

0 " h O " · C id d 0 Unr•strict•d [J Object .,oi <>tt•ng on• •r• O Pr .. orvotion work . __ J. __ 1.:...'.:.:11ro1n D No ;,, __ _... _____ ~ 
PRESENT IJSE (Check One or M<m> as Appropl'late} .. --·---··-----------,------! 
0 Agricultural 0 
0 C<>mmercial 0 
0 Educational 0 
0 Entttrfainme-nt [J 

Dr. M. J~ 
'""s_T_A_E_E ___ .-T-Ar-,a D N UM 6 ER: 

CITY OF! TOWN: 

Government 

lndu•trial 

Military 

Museum 

Reitman 

0 Pork 

0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Sci"ntific 

S'<"ATE 

CJ Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Historic Sites in the Bi-Coun~9ion 
o.i.-:r~J-;.:;-~~-I'§69______ 0 Federol O Stat• 0 Cr;unty 
bEPOSITORY FOR !IURVEY P.ECOROS1 

0 t.ocol 
---~ 

The Mar land-National Capital Park and P lannip__g_£ommission 
:S'tRi::ltT ANO NU!.IU~-

Georgi a Avenue __ ··-·----·-rs------------· ·---.-----f 
CIT" OR TOWN1 l!ITATEt 

. SilY~J: Sp~- _._L_M~ryl~n:..:.d=----



..._,_,,,.,,,,,..,,.,......,.,..,"~,...,,....,~,.,,-...,.-~~.,.--~~-~~-.-...,,....,.,.,,.""."'"",,..,.,.,~.,..,.....~'";:-"".~~-,..,....,..,,...'7'C":~..,..,...~~~""""~~~ 

: , PfiSCittrJJON ·--'---'-'-~""'~~~'--"---"-"""'"c.... """'>"' ...... , .,..· ~"""""'""'~""'""'·· ... '·:··:"":r:'""'+""<.,.'.r.,.'."""'.,. 

~-r· · ·~ (Check Om•) 

CONDITION 0- E><ce!lent 18 Good 0 Fair 0 D<tteri_or_a_t•_d_._O_R_u_in_• __ O_·U_n_•"_P_'"_•_d ___ -t 

('Check One) I (Ch•clr on .. ) 

Ci(] Altered 0 Unc:!tilred 0 Moved fli5I,. Original Site -----· ·------
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ~-~D ORIGINAi- (Uknown) PHYSICAL APPEAPANCE 

The house is a square, two story, stone building, now . 
with a belled mansard roof, sitting on a high foundation. The 

main (west) facade is three.bays with a central doorway. There 

is a transom light above the door; the entire doorway has a 

stone surround. The windows are 6/9 double hung sash with 

m 
m 

rupports. At either end are double trick chimneys. 

I · On the rear elevation, the earlier house can be seen. z 

t was three bays, with the entrance in the north bay, and two 

tories tall. The windows were spanned by stone lintels and 

.... 
;:o 

c: 
ad small 6/6 double hung sash~ The additions of the north end n 

-f 
nd the west facade are in a different color stone and the 

'oints between the sections are visible. This older house was 

lso lower than the present structure and apparently had an 

-roof. The corners are qu~ed and more strongly defined than 

n the addition which was probably stuccoed. 

0 

z 

• 



~~~MlffCANCE ·.· : : : .: : ·: 

PERIOD (Check Ont> or More • ., Appropriate) 
i 

0 Pre-Columbian CJ 16th Century ~ 18th Century 0 20th Century 

CJ 1 5th Cen lury D 17th Century [li:l 191h C•nlury 

SPECIFIC DATElSl (IfAppllc•ble and Known) 
- -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chacl< On" or Mor" "" Appropriate) 

I Abor iginol D Education 0 Political D Urban Planning 

D Prehistoric 0 Engineerino 0 Rel igicn/Phi- 0 Oth•r (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 ln1h:$!ry • losophy 

0 AgricultuN 0 In van ti on 0 Schtnee 

0 Archlt•cture 0 landscap• 0 Sculpture 

0 Aft Arc:hit•cture 0 Socia l/Hum<m• 

0 Commerc• 0 literature itorion . 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 The<1ter 

D Cons.,vation 0 Music D Trans portalion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

At one time {1870's) the Brookeville Academy was 
Vt 

housed in the building. The original house built by was :z 
0 Thomas Riggs. 
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-~~~.......;-........ ~~·. 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT oF·A PROPERTY 

-...-----~-~~--;R1------~~o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H~ArN~T_E_Nc__.;..;A~C~R~E~S;.__ ______ 4 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degr.,.,s Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secorids 
NW 
NE 
SE 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

~- f'O!.:~.!J;REPA~Q.. BY-~-~-----~........,.-~ 
NAME". AND TITLE' 

0 0 

hristopher Owens, Park Historian. 
·--'-''-4--....;.;..-'-'-'--·--''~·-·-------.------~~~----~ 

1°~
7

; Nov 74 
OR(;ANI ZATION 

M-NCPPC 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
--·-----~--------------------..----1 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring Mar land 
,,.,,..,~---~-......;:;'-----'""--~~----~-~--~--__;L-~....:.;:=:::..i:....::;.;:::;;.:.;:... __ ~~~----~-..J.,~~--a 
l~~. 
.__·~·~s_t_a_t_e~_L_i_a_1_·_s_o_n~O_f~f_i_c_e_r~R __ e_v_i_e_w __ :~_<~o_:t;_f_1_·c_e~_u_s_e~.o~n_1.x~>~------~~--~---1 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State 0 Local 0 
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ton and writing dispntC'hei:;. Ile used a desk chair 
nlwnys known thc>rC'n fter hy the Bcmtlc>ys ns 
'The Macfo:;on Chair.' " 

Ilistorinns rcC'orcl that the President, before 
lNwing the BentlC'y home wrote the following 
l<'ttcr to his wife: 
"~ly dNlr~st: Firnliug that our army hacl left 

Montg-Om<'ry Court llom:;c (Roc·k,·illc) we 
pushNl on to t11is plnc·e with a YiC'w to join it, or 
proceed to the City as furthc>r information 
mi~ht prC's<.'1·ibe. I ha\'O just rN'C'i\'Nl n lilw 
from ('ol. Monroe saying thnt the enemy is ont 
of "r aRlrington and on retrent to their ships, and 
addsing immediate rctnrn to Washington. ·we 
sltull necordingly set 011t t11ither immediately. 
T know not whore Wl' are in the first instan<.'o to 
hide our h<.'acls hnt sl1nll look for a pince on onr 
nrrivuI:'' 

BrookcYillc wns C'11artered by the legislature 
in J 808. It was nnmcd by one of the founders of 
the town, Hidinnl Thomas, who named the town 
Brookc\ille aftl'r his wife, Deborah Brook('. 
Cnlc:>h Rcntll·~-. the Pre~idcnt's host, was horn 
in <'h<'ster County, Pennsylvania, in 1762, and 
<'nmc to Maryland jm;t prior to 1800. He was 
nnmecl postmnstcr the dny the village post office 
opPnP~ for its WN•ldy deliveries in l 80~. H c 

:\0, 126 D-9 C.\LEB BEXTLF.\' CA. 1800 
BRJCK 

was also one of the found<.'rs of Brooke,·illc 
Acndemy. He died in 1851. 

The house iA of hric.·k, painted gray. und i~ bE'
lic,·ecl to haYo h<.'en built about 1800. prohahly hy 
Bentley. It c·ontnins a small front hall, u hl1'J.(<' 
parlor nnrl a dining room and kit<>hen on the 
first ftoor. Four bedrooms are on the sc>1·oncl 
floor. 

Henrietta Bentley was well acquainted with 
Dolley Mndi!'lon, nnd viAited lier at tbe White 
House>. ·• 

Marywood 

T J l lS masAive stone numsion possesses 
g1·cat dignity. Situated on a hill half-a
milo north of Brookeville on the road for

merly known as the Westminster Pike, its white 
columns nnd great stone walls barely visible 
through the fine olcl trees, it forms a plt'asing 
pidurc for the traveler on the highway two hun
clre>cl yards away. 

The house stands on that portion of Bordley's 
Choic•e which ,John Riggs devised to bis eldest 
son, Thomas, in 1762. ThiR property adjoined 
Pleasant Hill. Thomas RiggR was lhing at 
Bordley's Choire as early as 1756. If ever an 
earlier dwelling existed on this site, it was 
likely to have been of logs and part of the 
old strtl<'ture which was removed when the 
prest'nt building was t'rected in 1868. Thomas 
Riggs dic>d n hacllC'lor in 1797. Two yc>ari-; be
fore he hacl sold a hundred a<'res, in<'lucling the 
sito of this house, to his brother Samncl of 
Pl<>asnnt Hill. 

His eldest son, who always signed hirm;clf 
Thos. Riggi:! of Saml., was horn January 12, 
177'2, nnd appears to have been the builder of 
the original stone portion which is standing to
duy. On November 17, 1796, he married his 
fii·t1t cousin, M nry Hammond Riggs, daughter 
of Captain Elisha Riggs, and they estnblish<.'d 
their horn<.' at this place. The original south
east c•orncr of the present housf' wJ1ich faces the 
west, was built before 1800. Bv the will of Sam
m•l Riggs, probated in 1814, this property was 
devised to his son who had he<-n living thcr .. for 
i::ome yearR. Thomas nnd Marv had fi\'e d1il
<lrc>n: 8nrnh Hammond RiggA. ":ife of PhilC'mon 
Grillith and grandmother of tho late Colonel 
GnstaYus W. Do1·sey, distinguished cavalry 
offi<'<'r of till' Confederate £\rmy; Samuel Riggs; 
Caroline Eleanor Higgs, wife of Caleb Dorse)' 
of Hapm· Reh·t>nt nc>ar Glenwood, Howard · 
C'ountr; glit.;hn Higgs of T; ml'l Thomas .John 
Riggs who died a youth. 
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!\O. 122 D-9 ORIOINAIJ THOMAS RIGGS CA. 1796 ADD1TI0~8 1868 STO~E 

Like bis hrothers, Ueul>l•n nnd Hl•mus, Thom
ai.. Higgs of Sarni. wuH n Aucc.:N11:!J'Ul fnrmcr nn<l n' 
life-long reAident of Montgomery County. Ile 
ow11cd about 600 arrC's in the countv besides 
pror1erty in Anne Anmclel. He held a com
mission in the state miUtia, took an active part 
in local affairs, and hecnmc a founder of the 
Brookeville Aca<l<'my in 1815. He fH'l'Vell as n 
trustee of this srhool for many year~. Ili~ wife 
died in 1829, but he continued to reside at tho 
old home until the marriage of his daughter, 
Caroline, in 1834. At that time he moved to 
J>lC'm;ant um and lived with hiA brother, Remus, 
nntil his death on .Jmmnrv 10. 184.3. He and hi8 
wife nre buried at Pleasa~t Hill. 

Samuel Higgs, horn in 1800 in this old llonw, 
Ute eldest son of '£homas, heeame a uoted bank
er in Baltimore an<l New York, associated with 
his uncle, ~~lisha Riggs, and was long the part. 
ncr of George Peahody in a hl'illiant financial 
t•an•cr. Ile died in New York in 185:?. 

Ai 11iR death in 1843 'l'homas Riggs of Haml. 
lC'ft tho propert~· to his <lnu~later, Cnrolinc•. It 
was rented for a number of years lwfon' 18fi2, 
wlwn the Dorseys sold it to I~eonard Weer of 
Hrookcvilll'. TT c c•onveyNl it to thl' Trustf'<'S of 
1 li1• ltrtH1k''''ill1• . \1•ntlNm· !'0011 n fh•r Uh' ('h·it 
" a r. • 

This prh-atc school for hoys was startNl in 
Brookeville in 181fl. 'rhc original stone building 
used until 1868 still stands in the \'illugl'. The 
man most p1·omineutly identified, l1owever, 
with this academy in its eC'ntury of existence 
was Elisha John Ilall of Longwood, principal 
from 1836 to 1851. Mnuy, indeed, W('re the older 
residents of this and neighhoring c•otmties, and 
others from more distunt points1 wl1ose tutelage 
under t11is capable, hut stern, gentlewun was 
neYer forgotten. It is ~nid that Mr. Tiall, wh<'n 
seeking the position, nnin~<l from a great dis
tance on foot, n f'm·t whit'h imprcs::wd the trus
tees .• \lthough anxious to <'tn}lloy him tlu.•y were 
somewhat ht'sitnnt, wondering whether oue so 
young could enfor<'e the proper disripline. Be
in~ a. man of pow<'rful physiqu<', lie U$sUrNl 

them that he woultl do his h<'st, and soon nfter
war<l proved it hy t11rashi11g SC'\'ernl of the old
er, more recalcitrant boys. l•'rom then on the 
whole school stood in nw<', nnd c\·<'r nftcr he wns 
their ~cnernlly f Nu·c·d, yet highly respected, 
prec•cptor. 

The A<·a<lemy was h!'ncfifr<l hy the pa1:1snge of 
one of the first prohibition lnws in Maryland. 
Its <'ontimumce was mnclc eonditiouul upon the 
wi$)ws of th<' p<'oph' off hl' nn•n. Iu thf.> Htl3 ~es
~iou of the Gt'twrnl .\l'\~t•mhly. npo11 pt>tition of 
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the trustees and neighbors of the school, a bill green trees planted by students long ago, were 
was enacted prohibiting the sale of intoxicating much improved by careful planting, and a pond 
liquors within a mile of the establishment, and was built below the house toward the highway. 
in time the same type of local option was adopt- Mrs. Alvord had a charming garden on the slope 
ed, elsewhere. Allen Bowie Davis, long Presi- behind the house. They called the place Cedar
dent of the Board of Trustees, later said of the stone. After a period of ten years or more, 
act, "The signing of that petition was among , these popular residents returned. to Washing
the first public acts of my life, and I now ton. The property had the good fortune to pass 
proudly look back on it as the best.'' into the hands of Dr. and Mrs. Mark: V. Ziegler 

The Academy grew steadily, and shortly after in 1941. They put the lawns in order, renovated 
the Civil War it was decided that a larger place the house, and restored the place to its former 
was needed. Appropriately enough, the old 9-ignity. Today it is a beautiful and charming 
home of Thomas Riggs was acquired, and the . home, and £or the past few years has been shown 
new addition, erected largely through the gen- ·in the Maryland Garden Pilgrimage. Dr. Ziegler 
erosity of his nephew, Lawrason Riggs of Balti- and his family are popular members of the com
more, was completed in 1868. The stone for it . munity. He· has given valuable and extended 
came from the quarry on John H. Riggs' f arni years of, service, . both in this country and 
at Locust Grove. In enlarging and remodeling abroad, in' public health work and. recently as 
the house, the original stone building became a director of the United States Public Health 
corner of the new one. The attractive stairway, Service. His \yife was Janet M. Bosley of Balti-
hall, and .several rooms of the original stone more County~ · · i •• 

. house can still be seen. The new structure of In the sprihg of 1961, the Religious of Jesus 
three storys added a number of rooms, for the· and Mary faced the problem of providing for a 
Mansard roof greatly increased the size of the rapidly increasing number of candidates to their 
top floor. On the first floor the addition pro- Congregation. It was their happy fortune to dis
videq, for a huge school room, running across ; cover that Dr. and Mrs. Mark V. Ziegler wished 
the entire north end of the house. On the sec- fo sell their Brookeville property. With the 
ond and third floors there are said to have been approval of the , Most Reverend Patrick A. 
fourteen rooms. The kitchen, storeroom, and 0 'Boyle, D.D., Archbishop of Washington, the 
students' dining hall were in the basement. .Community purchf1,sed Ziegler's Choice, Sep-

Today there is a modern kitchen in the family tember 8, l961. The stone structure was imme
dining room, while the former library has be- ·· diately tr an sf ormed into a Provincialate and 
come a handsome new dining apartment in temporary Juniorate, housing a total of fifteen 
which the present owners have placed the beau- Religious. 
tifully carved mantel from the part built by the . The drawing room has been converted into a 
Riggses. The large school room has been di- chapel, and the adjacent library into a reception 
vided to make a drawing room and library. On room. The dining room and kitchen needed very 
the upper floors there are a sitting room, eleven little adaptation. The spacious recreation room 
bedrooms, and six modern baths. on the ground floor serves as study room for the 

The school continued for many years, and the young Religious. ·The top floor provides a dormi
Academy was always a popular center, and the tory for these Sisters, while the second-story 
scene of innumerable social functions. As the , rooms' are occupied by members of the Provin
public school system developed more fully, there cial Council. 
was less need for such an institution and it Plans are already under way for the construc
ceased to function and the property was sold to tion of a large Novitiate, which the Congrega
Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Alvord, of ·vv ashington; D. tion hopes .to build in the very near future, on 
C., about 1930. The grounds, with fine old ever-· this property now known as MARYWOOD. 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

d Ap r i 1 8 , 1 9 8 7 see correspondence date ___ :_::......:_:::_.__:_...:..._ __________ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

Final Draft Amendment to the Master Plan 
OLNEY AREA HISTORIC RESOURCES 

The purpose of this Amendment is to designate the following 
sites on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation thereby 
extending to them the protection of the County's Historic Pres
ervation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code. 

M; ·23/9 
M: 23/29 
M: 23/31 
M: 23/58 
M: 23563 

CM~ 23 ~ 
M: 23/71 
M: 23/73 
M: 23/79 
M: 2 3/84 
M: 23/89 
M: 23/98-4 
M: 23/]:-9-6..iOb 

M: 2 3/112 
M: 23/113-1 
M: 23/119 

Elton 
Fair Hill II 
Pleasant Fields/Sundown Hills 
Gustavus Jones Farm 
Longwood 
Bordley's Choice (Merrywood) 
Far View 
Gittings Ha Ha 
Roslyn Bank "Barn 
Brooke Meadow 
Walnut Hill 
St. John's Episcopal Church 
Oakdale-Emory United Methodist Church 
Sycamores 
Mount Pleasant Church 
Holland Store & House 

.. - • • ~ r • .... -. • 
r__.~· ~\o.1 ~IL. 
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

Rn r-... ~ "'!'"~ ~ "!"""\ 
. L·.._,1_._,....:_ :.-' LlJ 

March 21, 1986 

Richard Ferrara, Director 

MARYLAND 1-W~Tl ("',p:,....11 r 
'' ~ V'l U\_,,-\1,_ 

TRUST 
Department of Housing and Community Development 

John L. Menke, Director 
,,/'. Department of Environmental Protection 

V" J. Rodney Little, Director 
State Historic Preservation Off ice 

Philip Cantelon, Chairperson 
Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Melissa c. Banach, Coordinator ~MY.h 
Community Planning North W · 

Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern 
Montgomery County Resources 

I am pleased to transmit to you this Preliminary Draft 
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 
Northern and Eastern Montgomery Coun-=.v Resou!:'ces. 

This document contains the recommendations of the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission on approximately 80 
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, Aspen Hill, 
and Burtonsville areas of the County. 

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, April 21, 
1986, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional 
Office at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Should you have any questions concerning this specific 
Preliminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to contact 
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565. 

MCB:MR:dws 
Attachment 
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT 

AMENDMENT TO THE APPROVED AND ADOPTED 
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MA...'R.YLAND 

/ 

NORTHERN AND EASTERN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, 
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtonsville Areas 

March 1986 

• 

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/ 
Ashton Special Study Plan, 1970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the 
1981 Eastern Montgomery county Master Plan; being also an 
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of 
Highways within Montgomery county, Maryland. 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090 
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IMPLEMENTATION 

Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preserva
tion, any substantial changes to the exterior cf a resource or 
its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Pre
servation Commission and a historic area work permit issued. The 
Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Historic Preservation Commission to prevent 
the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 

It is the intent of the Master Plan and Ordinance to provide 
a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing Mont
gomery county's heritage for the benefit of present and future 
residents. The accompanying challenge is to weave protection for 
this heritage into the County's planning program so as to maxi
mize community support for preservation and minimize infringement 
on private property rights. 

THE AMENDMENT 

The purpose of this Preliminary Draft Amendment is to con
sider the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission's 
recommendations that the following sites be designated on the 
Master Plan for Historic Preservation and protected under the 
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the 
Montgomery County Code. A copy of the Ordinance is provided in 
Appendix B of this document. · 

(NOTE: Unless otherwise specified in the Preservation Com
mission's nomination, the recommended environmental setting for 
each site is the entire parcel on which the resource is located 
as of the date it is designated on the Master Plan as defined in 
Section 24A-2 of the County's Preservation Ordinance. Where 
additional buildings of historical or architectural importance 
are associated with a site, these buildings are noted in the 
nomination as being part of the recommended setting.) 

Atlas # 

15/55 

Location 

Spencer/Carr House 2420 Spencerville 

Dating from 1855 with a rear section added in the 
1870's, this three-story house is distinguished by 
three over three windows on the third floor and a one
story porch with bracketed pillars on the front facade. 

Significant as an example of the "Spencerville style",a 
local style characterized by a special grouping of 
architectural detail most notably half windows on the 
third story extending into the boxed cornice and roof 
line. 

2 



23/71 

23/79 

23/82 
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Bordley•s Choice (Merrywood) 20015 Georgia Avenue 

Began in 1763 and expanded circa 1868, this massive 
fieldstone structure today is most representative of 
mid 19th century Second Empire architecture. 

Associated in its early years with the prominent Riggs 
family of Montgomery County. 

Served for over 50 years as the home for the presti
gious Brookeville Academy, a private school for boys 
started in 1815. 

The recommended environmental setting includes all 
outbuildinas associated with site and the entrance 
drive to the main house. 

Far View 21450 New Hampshire Avenue 

Example of a late 18th centurv stone farmhouse of 
simple styling possessing a ciarity of line and high 
quality of workmanship. 

Included in the recommended environmental setting are 
the 1836 stone bank barn and slave quarters, which are 
notable for the quality of their masonry work. 

Roslyn Bank Barn 20401 New Hampshire Avenue 

Fine example of a 19th century bank barn with refine
ment of details such as the stone columns. 

Built in the 1840's by Henry Stabler, prosperous local 
farmer and eminent horticulturist who developed the 
popular Stabler strain of corn. 

The recommended environmental setting consists of the 
building footprint of the frame bank barn. 

Grafton Holland Farm 
(Sunnymeade Farm) 

2222 Brighton Dam Road 

Ca. 1830 -- Frame and log farTI'bouse built in three 
sections with each section reoresentative of the 
evolution of rural architecture in the area. 

Associated with the Holland family, influential land
owners and farmers in the Brookeville/Brighton area. 

The recommended environmental setting includes all 
outbuildings associated with the site. 

7 





NAME Boll.Dl-€'/'S Clhet:. {n/llff WtJOIJ ed.) 

LOCATION R-1- 97 !JR()()J::l VILlE, /J/d.. 

FACADE SC. 

PHOTO TAKEN II /11/11/ PIDIAJ~ 


