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This was the site of the ancestral Riggs heme-a stone house 
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Pleasant Hill 

T HE nncestral home of the Riggs family, 
in Montgomery County, is now deserted, 
nud the house is falling into decay. No 

mcrnher of that illustrioul:! family lms livc<l hero 
for more than half a century. 

Ou ac·c•otmt of the great importance of this 
family, in the County, l:)tate and Nation, the 
antl1or bas decided that some reference to the 
membor8 of the family !iliould be made in this, 
his Second Edition, including an old photograph 
of the house. Therefore what follows, is a re­
vised excerpt of the personalities, of the past, at 
Pleasant Hill. 

afterward identified with t.his rcgiou. Eal'licr 
members of this fawily were in Virginia an<l 
.Maryland durin~ t he se\·enteenth el.'ntury, l:mt 
it was uot until 17:?3 that '•Mr. ,John Riggs of 
Aime Arnuclt•l Count~-, Gcut." appeared os a 
patentee of lan<l which he railed Higgs' Hill. 
His marriage to Mary, uaugl1ter of Thomos 
Davis, of the same <'Ouniy, took place on 
January 161 1721. Iler family was of Virginia 
origin, identified with the very earliest years of 
the Jamestown settlement. 

The Bordley 's Choice tract adjoined Grecn­
wooc1, the estate of John's brother-in-law, 
Thomas Davis, Jr. By 1756 Thoma::; an<l Jolm 
R.iggs, Jr., the two eldest sons, were living on the 
Jund, then iucludcd in Newfoun<lhmd Hundred, 
of rcccutJy forme<l I~'reclcrick County, but their 
fnthor reuutined across the Patuxent at t:l.le 
family 11ome ucnr the present Aurnlpolis J unc­
tion, where he died in 1762. By his will Borclley 's 
Choice was divided c>qually among five of his 
sons: ThoumA, Joh111 Jm110s, Snmucl, and Elisha 
Riggs. The youngest son, ... <\.mou, receivc'1 tlle 
parental lnncls in .Anne Arw1dcl. 

The thrnniclc of Pleasant Hill al:i a family 
rcsidcntc hegins with Samuel Riggs. Born 
October G, 1740, tl1e ninlh <'hild of John, he grew 

NO. 87 D-9 S..\.'\H.:EL RIGGS CA. 1769 BRICK to lllauhoocl in Anno .. Arundel County. Early in 
life ho hctamc a Slll"\'l•yor, probably receiYiug 

Situated on a hill, ovedooking the \illage of his first instruction from an uncle, Rohert D:wis, 
Brookeville, this site offers a view of beantiful who dividcll Bordley's Choice among the fh-e 
expanses of countryside for miles around. brotl1crs. Ho wus also active in local affairs, antl 

It wns two centurfos ago, on September 11, rC'<'ords show SamuC'l Riggs as 'l'ohuceo fospC'C-
1751, that John Rigg·s, a planter residing in tor for Queen Caroline Parish in 1766-67. J>hile­
Annc Arnu<ll'l C'ouuty, purchased the thom;and mou Dorney was a district surveyor, the owner 
a<·re trac•t of Bordley 'H Choi<'e on whic·h this of thousands of acres in what is today Howard 
hou:-;<' Rtands. County, wember of a numerous and iuOuentinl 

Tiu.• Rordlcy's C'hoiec tract formed part of family, nud the father of five daugl!ters by his 
the residuary portion }('ft to the_ young-er marriage fo Catharine Ridgely. The youngest 
brother, Bf'alf', who hl.'l<l thf' property hut a few of these, Amelin, horn .August 23, 1749, hecame 
~·<·u1·s liE'forc Rrlling· it to .Tolin Riggs in 1731, for the bride of Samuel Riggs in 1767. This young 
thC' sum oi £:WO 8terlin~. BC'ale Bordley was a couple cstnblishe<l their home at Plemurnt Hill. 
wicl<'ly known jurist, a~ric·ultnrist, uml RO<'iaJ Plca1mnt Hill war.; a typi<'al pluntntion home 
len<l<.•r in Marylan<I and Philadelphia until hi~ of its day, a modest building of frame and stuc­
dl'ath iu 1fi04. coed st01)('1 oHc and ti half stories, with a long 

'rltoul(h ~fontgomcrr County neY01· l1ecnmo tJiazzu a<'l•oss the front. 
th<' home of this eruin<•ut citizen, .John J{igg~. the 'Vithin a few years after Samuel autl Amelia 
new own<>r of BordlC'y '!; Choice, was the pro- Riggs had commenced their life at Pleasant 
!-(<'nitor of a numerous und l1onored family O\ er II ill, the first shots of the ReYolntion were fired. 
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Like other militiamen, he and his neighbors brothers. He was one of the first natives of 
were at once identified with the patriots' cause. . Montgomery County to become a millionaire. 
On May 14, 1776 he was commissioned a second When a youth he went to Georgetown to seek 
lieutenant in the Middle Battalion of Montgom- his fortune. In 1815 George Peabody was taken 
ery County Militia, led by Colonel Zadok Magru- into partnership, and the firm of Riggs & Pea­
der. The Maryland Archives indicate that he body prospered from the outset. In the second 
was in the Seventh Company of the Upper war with Britain, and the attack on the City of 
Battalion of the same militia on July 15, 1780. Washington, the young Elisha was active in the 

After the Revolution he eontinued to buy ill-fated attempt to halt the invaders at Bladens­
land in Montgomery County. Pleasant Hill was burg, where be served as aide to General 
increased to a plantation of about 500 acres be- 'Winder. 
fore he died. Elisha Riggs was twice married. First, in 

Samuel Riggs and Amelia Dorsey had seven 1812, to 'Alice, daughter of James Lawrason of 
sons and five daughters: Mary, "\vife of Henry Alexandria, Virginia, by whom he had two sons: 
Griffith 3d of Retirement; Henrietta, wife of George Washington Riggs, the most noted 
Daniel Gaither of Gaither 's Rocks on Hawlings banker of his family, partner of W. \V. Corco­
River; Thomas; Anna, who married her first ran, and founder of Riggs & Co. of· Washing­
cousin, Colonel John Hammond Riggs; Reuben; ton, D. C.; and Lawrason Riggs, also a capitalist 
George ·washington; F.Jlisha; Eleanor (died un- of high repute in New York, St. Louis, and Balti­
married); Romulus; Julia (died unmarried) ; more. He married secondly, in 1822, Mary Ann, 
Samuel, Jr.; and Remus Riggs. Samuel Riggs,. daughter of Joseph Karrick, a Baltimore pri­
Jr., was the only unmarried son; he died in vateer associated with' Simon Bolivar in the 
1805. Two years later, on August 6, 1807, Amelia . struggle for South American independence. By 
Riggs, the mother, died and was laid to rest this marriage there were three notable sons: 
near this son's grave in the family cemetery be- Joseph K. Riggs and Elisha Riggs, Jr., bankers 
hind,the house. Samuel Riggs died at Pleasant , ••. ~n ·w ashington; New York, and Prtris; and Wil­
Hill on May 25, 1814, and was buried beside his liam Henry Riggs of Paris. 
wife. · Remus Riggs, born January 12, 1790, young-

By the time he died it is evident from family , est child of Samuel, inherited Pleasant Hill, and 
papers that the cultivation of tobacco, had all lived there until his death on December 18, 1867. 
but ceased. The lands had been given over to the In 1830, at the age of forty, he married an 
raising of grain and livestock. His comfortable eighteen year old wife, Catharine Adams, 
estate was divided chiefly among his sons. daughter pf John Adams of Baltimore County, 
Thomas, Reuben, and Remus Riggs were the and heires.s to a shipping fortune. Six children 
sons identified exclusively with Montgomery were born'to them; the lat:e John H. Riggs of 
County. George Washington, Elisha, and Locust Grove; near Brookeville, who married 
Romulus, left the parental roof, and established Annie Eliza Hutton; Remus G. Riggs, who 
themselves in Georgetown about the year 1800. entered the banking house of Riggs & Co. and 

George Washington Riggs, born August 4, died at Washington in 1866; \Villiam C. Riggs, 
1777, third son of Samuel, though he married inheritor of Pleasant Hill; and two daughters, 
Eliza Robertson, a native of the county and a Catharine and Amelia. 
member of an important landowning family, Remus Riggs held a commission as Captain 
started his career as a silversmith tn George- . in the state militia, and served during the vVar 
town. After accumulating a comfortable fortune of 1812. He was a trustee of the Brookeville 
he retired to his country-seat, Woodville, in Bal- Academy for forty-four years (1823 to 1867). 
timore County, where he died in 1864. His first His sons, John H. and Thomas D. Riggs, and 
wife died in 1819, and he remarried in 1820. On grandson, the late Lawrason B. Riggs, carried 
his wedding day he settled what has since been on this tradition of membership until the dis­
called the Goshen Farm on his new bride. Their solution of the Academy about a generation ago. 
son, the late Remus D. Riggs of Goshen, in- In 1848 be became a director of the Mutual Fire 
herited the property (Fertile Meadows). Insurance Company of Montgomery County, 

Elisha Riggs, born June 13, 1779, fourth son organized at Brookeville in that year. 
of Samuel, left the most notable record of the Upon the marriage of his son .William in 
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r lt:IB2, to A11nic S. Hallowell, <laughter of J umes 
.:4. Hallowell ot' Ouk Grove, the widow of Remus 
Riggs moved to the 'Yadison IIomie in the vil-
lage, wlterc she died in 1893. 'Villiam C. Riggs 
rc·side<l at the old llomestea<l for a llllllll>cr of 
yPnrs before retfriug to live at Brookeville. He 

died in 190fi i11 an accident, uud wus the lust of 
hil:5 family to he bm·ietl nt Plummnt Hill. 'l'hc 
property pns:-ied to his <laughtl't's, I1'lorence and 
)[argnret, who sold it i11 191:~ to Mr. and Mrs. 
Austin T. Powl'll, whose heirs sold ton corporn­
t ion ow1wr in Hl<H. 

Pleasant Hills 

XO, 88 F-5 PROH.\HJ,Y BY A GAS.~AWAY CA . ~HIN tiECTJO)J liGS EAST WI~G .JOHX T . IrnI.LEY 
<'.\ . 1900 WE.ST WI~G DR. JOH~ T. KELLiff, 1918 .\LL BRJCh'. 

TUE olcl saying, "Whut's in n nmne ?" is 
cmphnticnlly nnswere<l when 0110 survt11ys 
the ~111To1111<ling!l nncl i.i1spcrt1:1 tho interior 

of this cl1urn1ing Colonial hri(•k house. The 
nwin purt of it ha~ stood in its l}Uiet dignity for 
1warly 200 years, ~urwying- ib 1·01ling llills, 
dulcs und mmulows. It wm• no doubt huilt ahout 
1 i<ia-17fi5 ns it~ cfotail~ of conHtruction, together 
with other evidence, indicate thnt it belonged 
to tlwt period. 

'rhe nrune wns given to the plantn tion in 1799 ' r hy Cbnrles Onssnway, who nskcd for a new 
p11lt•11t for nhout 1700 acres, to be mudc up 01' 

parttl of sevcrnl tracts, including Good Will, 
Partnership, mid others. 

Pleasnnt Hills has been the home of the Kel­
ley family siul'c 1864-. ·w1w11 .John 'r. Kl'lll'y 
mo,·e<l iuto the home, his sou, .J. 'fhomns Kt•lll'\', 
Jr., was au infant. This ::;on hc<.':nne nil emine;1t 
surgeon of 'Vnshington, was hnlo llllll llenrty nt 
83 in 1950 nnd the writt>r hn<l 1lll' pleasure of n 
long; visit with him to look ovc•r 111<' home nml its 
StllTOUJlcl i up;s. 

Dr. J. Tho11ms Kelley ohfaiiml his medicul 
degree in 18!)0 from Columhim1 College, now 
Hcorgt! '.Vu:--hi11gfo11 Uni\'crsity, and in 1950 


