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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Brookeville Woolen Mill and house are located one mile northeast 
of Brookev;tlle, Montgomery County, Marylan<'.i,, west of Brighton Dam Road 
and south of Rawlings River. 

The ol,d woolen mill is a snia.ll,, stone st:i;ucture built into the bank on 
its entrance (west} facade, leaving the basement level exposed on the 
east. It shows superior masonry with its rough...-dressed quarry stone, 
hewn lintels and corner quoins, The steep, gable.,...facade roof was covered 
with rotted wood shingles until the present· owner installed a temporary 
plywood covering~ The inter.tor f;t:'aII\.inc;J menibers· consisted of several 
cross,,-.beams and joists, some hewn and sonie sawn, Most of these had 
collapsed, or were too :fa,r gone to salvage! A temporary stabilization 
has taken place recently. Small loft doors, occur in the ea.st and west 
gable ends, and there are doors below these on t.he main floo;r;~ A base­
ment door, similar to those seen on other mills, appears in the NE 
corner. The;t:"e a,re wj;_ndows on the north and south sides of the building. 
The stonework has been changed around the ma.in entrance facade, however, 
so that the present door and window combination may have appeared dif­
ferently in the past. 

Inside, there is a fireplace base built into the SE.corner at·the 
/"" basement and· mat..n floor levels. The openings a:t;'e for stoves, however. 

The cl1Jmney .ts a tall, brick stack, The walls are plastered on the 
tnterior~ The mill was reportedly used as a dwelling during the 
mid'("l900s,- and has been a.bandoned and deteriora,t.;tng since that time. 

· 'rhe);'e;i;ore r the;r:e ape no ;i::-ema,inin9 si9ns of machinery or mi.11 equipment 
a,l t;{lo99"l\ $OJ1.}e 1?~ces 1fl.a,:y be lyi.n9" bel,ow sround. :i::n the basement. However, 
th~ oyeF~rovm 11Jt:l.l. ;r;a,ce. :;t:s $t:i::ll v:;t:s.ibl.e! Upstrea,m, thirty yards or so, 
i;:$' t{le $tone ;f;ou.nda,tion of a. bu.~ld;ing that 'Jita.y have 'been associated with 
the .rg±ll opera,t.4>n. Alsor south of the mill are the ruins of two 
stone workers~ houses, 

A few yards SW of the mtll is a. :;;tone house. The one ..... and,..._a,...half story 
structure is built into the bank, so that the basement adds another 
story on the main (east) facade. An open, two ..... story, galleried porch 
spanning the front .;ts supported by stone piers and extens.tons of the 
end walls at the basenient level. 

Like the mill, the stone walls of the house exh.:tbit superior rubble 
masonry work, and feature stone quoins at the corners,, and stone lintels 
over the windows and doors. The central doors at the first floor and 
basement levels are flanked by s:tx'<"'Over~s:tx windows. There is a transom 
over the first floor entrance. There are pairs of sfflall attic windows 
in each gable end, and the one large opening in the south wall is at 
the first floor level. All of the sash are now six~ver""s:tx, double-. 
hung, although prior to remodelling, the first floor sash were nine~ 
over-six and there were casement windows at the attic level. 

See Continua,tion Sheet il 
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The gable-roof forms a continuous slope over the porch on the front 
(east) of the house. The roofing shingles are cement-asbestos, although 
they have now weathered and resemble wooden ones somewhat. Large stone 
chimneys rise above the roof, flush with the end walls of the house. 
A molded, returned cornice appears at the rear of the house only. 
Attached to the rear (west) of the stone section is a narrow, one-and­
one-half story frame wing of mid-19th century appearance. It has a 
central brick stove chimney, metal roof and German siding. There are 
pairs of half-sized (three-over-three) fixed windows tucked under the 
eaves on the north and south sides. Other windows here are six-over-six, 
double.-hung. 

Inside, the older {stone) section has a full-story basement, with a 
massive open fireplace that features an arched brick lintel. The old, 
sawn floor joists and flooring ar,e visible above. The joists are 
chamfered along the edges. An interesting, X-shaped brace, pegged throug 
several tenons, helps support the enclosed staircase in the NE corner. 
The windows, like those in the rest of the house, have wide-paneled 
jambs that flare to the inside. 

Above, at the main (first floor) level, the space consists of a large 
parlor or living-room, and a small "sewing-type" room to the south. 
Both rooms have large fireplaces with mantels, installed by the present 
owners. (The mantels came from a 19th century house near Fells Point 
in Baltimore.} The window and door frames throughout have wide beaded 
moldings. Most of the doors have a "cross and bible" panel arrangement. 
The chair rails are new, but the molded baseboards are original. The 
best interior features occur in the livingroom or parlor. These consist 
of a narrow staircase (with a slender rail and turned newel-post), 
an enclosed stair hall to the basement and an exquisite, built-in 
closet tn the NW corner with hand-carved, double doors consisting of 
three raised panels in each door. 

Upstairs, there are several small bedrooms with low, plastered ceilings. 
Like the downstairs, the frame wing is entered one-step-down through 
the west wall. The downstairs frame section continues to house the 
kitchen. 

It should be noted that the house resembles several other stone 
miller's cottages in the Mid-Atlantic region, although it is one-of-a-

/"'- kind for Montgomery County. Loudoun County, Virginia and Harford 
County, Maryland contain such structures. The Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Quaker .inf1~ence in Brookeville, and these other two areas, may provide 
a basis for compa~ison. The Adelphi Miller's Cottage, in nearby Prince 
George's County, is another example. · 
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The house, ·m;i,ll a,nd, na,~ra,l $ett;l:n~ ~t tb.-e $tte Of t.!:1-e J3pookevi1.le Woolen 
Mill cont:1?rise one of the most s;i:::9ni:fica,;n:t, h±s·to;i::-~ca,l. complexes i.n ;Mont9omery 
County. The Ha.w-l.ing$' R;i;ve;i::- (a, tri:buta,ry to the !Pa,tuxent!. Va,ll,ey wa,s one 
of the first a.rea.s to be settled, a,nd ind.icati:.ons are the t1.0use ma,y have 
been built by the Rig9s family, who later became well.,.known bankers and 
merchants in Washington and Baltimore. Architecturally the house is 
unique to ;MontgOlI}ery. County in its overall design, and for selected in"." 
terior fea,tu:i:"es. J;n a,ddit.ion .its style ma,y be compa,red to $imila,r dwel-:-­
lings in a.reas such as Loudoun County, Virginia, and Ha,rfor·d County., 
Maryland. 

'l'he discove:t:;'y o;t; the woolen mtll here was one of: the highlights of the 
Montgomery County Historic Sites ;I;nvento:r:y, A number of small woolen 
factories a,nd i'u1'.Li!19 mills we;r;'e l;>uj:,J, t, dqrt.!19 th.e embargo period of the 
War of l8l,2, but a.lro.ost none ll.a.ve $u;t;v~ved, to th;ts day. - ;rn fact ;Martha, 
and Murray z;tmiles 1 :tn thei;r; l>ookfi. ·Ea.-:t:'lY Amer;tc·an· Mills, report that 
none of the::;e :=;JIJa.ll ;t;ull;tn9 111.tlls· ;r;'e;rtJa;i..n, Of,;f;icia.ls. at the Smithsonian 
lnst;ttqt:ton were a.lso una.wa.;t::'e of a.ny suc?t structures in the Ma;r-yland.,.. 
Virginia. a,rea., $0 1 .despite the ;fa.ct tl'.la.t the :mill ;i:,s empty of equipment, 
;tt is' still a.n ext;r;'en}ely tnJJ?orta,nt structure because of the ;t:'arity of its 
surviva.1. Ha,d, i.t not been stabiLtzed recently, it, too, would have 
certainly disa.ppe.a)::ed. The present owner is agreeable to restoring the mill 
and opening it to the public view ;tf, fund;tng ca,n be obtained, The site is 
tmrned.:ta.tely· a.d.ja.cent to publ;tc conse;r;va.tion land (Ha.w'.L;tngs River Park)_, 
a.l thou.g?t it retains ;tt::;· highly secluded setting. · 

Below is a brief his:tory of the_ Brookev_i_lle Woolen Mill: 

1720s ""' Lands here patented to Tidewater speculators; tracts included 
l'BordleJ:''s Cb..o;tce 11 and "G;ttt;tng's Ha.--:Ha" (Scharf, History of Western 

· Ma.rr:la:na,, Vol,- l', l?• 650}, 

· tnid717o·os ""' La.n4s pu;r;'cha,sed, and $ettled by R;tggs and Holland families 
. inovJ.ng west -~;qoJr) Anne Arundel Co1mty C~a.rquh.a.r, Old Hon\es~ :&· H;tstory of 

Mont;ro.ll)e;i;y Co., pp~ 247 r 253r T~ .A.sses$,ll).e;n.ts and gent RolLs, Etc., 
Maryland. Ra.ii o~ '.Record.st, 

Note: The na,Il}e ·!lHawli.ng "s Rive:r"". ;i::s thought to be a corruption of 
"Holland"s R±ver 1 " since the Hollands were among the first to settle here 
and severa,l. old, record,s do ;refe;r to it a.~ '':Hol.,la,nd' s Rj..ver ~ '' 

See Contiµ~a,tton S~eet j2 
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1760s - Residents in the Rawlings River area successfully petitioned for 
the establishment of their own (Anglican) Chapelof Ease. (Located near 
the present St. Luke's at Brighton-formerly Crowtown.) Riggs and 
Hollands were among the petitioners (ScharI, p. 745). 

1783 - Tax Assessment mentions several "stone dwelling houses" on the 
"Bordley's Choice" tracts belonging to the Riggs brothers-John, Samuel 
and Thomas. It is quite likely that the house standing here today was 
one of these. It is similar in style and construction to other Piedmont 
stone houses of the 1750-1800 period. It is especially similar to the 
old Duvall house, that stood on Rock Creek, near Kensington, at the site 
of Newport Mills (circa 1774). (1783 Tax Assessment, Maryland Hall of 
Records; circa 1913 glass plate negative #0825 in "Rambler" collection, 
Columbia Historical Society.) 

circa 1800 - Brookeville, Maryland established nearby as a rural com­
mercial center by Quaker Richard Thomas. David Newlin operated a mill 
~eportedly a flax-seed mill) in the west end of the village, and ap­
parently so as not to compete with Thomas, who owned a grist mill in the 
east end of town. (Annals of Sandy Spring, 1884-1885, p. 35; 
Montgomery County Deeds, Liber I, folio 336.) 

early 1800s - Sometime during this period Newlin built a woolen factory 
on the Rawlings, about a mile NE of Brookeville. An ad in the 
Georgetown (D.C.) Messenger (June 15, 1816) gave rates for manufacturing 
cloth, blankets, etc., from fleece. Grain and other crops were accepted 
as payment. The establishment was called the "Brookeville Woolen Factory' 
and was operated by David Newlin and Co. (Scharf, p. 781; and newspapers, 
Library of Congress.) 

1B26 - Jehu Price listed as owner of a woolen mill located on 12 and 3/4 
acres (Montgomery County Tax Assessment). 

1832 - Jehu Price, probably in financial trouble, gives deed-of-trust 
on property to Amos Farquhar of "Fair Hill," Olney {Montgomery County 
Deeds, BS5/279, Aug. 24, 1832). 

1832 - Notices appear in the Maryland Journal and True American 
(published in Rockville) advertising the stone house and woolen factory 
on 12 3/4 acres at "Holland's River" (Aug. 28, 1832-copy at Library 
of Congress). 

See Continuation Sheet #3 
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1833 - On June 19, 1833, an ad appears in the same paper notifying 
customers that Thomas Fawcett and Shadrach Gill have rented the 
"Oakland Woolen Factory" near Brookeville. 

1838 - The woolen factory is shown on Albert's "Canal Map" (Copies 
at Library of Congress and Rockville Library). 

1850s - Factory and mill-race are shown on a detailed plat of area 
lands. (original in collection of Mrs. Nash of Brookeville; copy 
in Park Historian's office, M-NCPPC, Rockville). 

1865 - Appears as "Woolen Factory" on Martenet & Bounds' Map. 

1879 - Shown as "Old Mill" in Hopkins' Atlas. 

circa 1900 - Operated by the Townsend family, who owned a farm on New 
Hampshire Avenue near Sunshine. Mrs. D. C. Hottel, an elderly woman 
who lives nearby, recalls that her husband brought wool to the mill 
from Virginia when he was a young boy. The ruins of two stone workers' 
houses can still be seen south of the mill. (Phone conversation with 
Mrs. Hottel, October 1974). 

1920s - Various heirs to property (Clarks, Hollands, etc.) attempt to 
settle claims in court and have property sold; deeds mention several 
right-of-ways and easements for watering stock, etc. See: 

Deeds 1868 Liber EBP #5, folio 315 (54 1/4 
acres) 

1879 Liber EBP #21, folio 143 (77 acres) 
1921 Liber 320, folio 394 (both parcels) 
Also Liber 228, folio 462 

" 340 II 44 

1929 to 1950s - Both parcels (54 1/4 acres and 77 acres) bought by the 
Louis Perna and Sons stone company of Washington, D.C. Two quarries 
were operated west of the house. The Pernas were told the house was 
over 150 years old at the time of purchase. The mill was turned into 
a residence for the quarry manager. A bridge was built across the 
river for trucks to use. Joseph Perna was a conservationist and sports­
man, and sometimes used the farm as a weekend retreat. (Montgomery 

·county Deeds, L.iber 492 1 Fol.;i..o 396; phone conversation with Joseph 
Perna, Jr., Oct. 1974r. 

See Continuation Sheet #4 
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Recent years - About the late 1950s or early 1960s, the farm was stocked 
with pheasants and run as a shooting preserve by a Nicholas Stephens 
oi Stephenson. The house was occupied by tenants and the abandoned mill 
building was left unattended. Joseph Perna, Sr. died in December of 
1973, and the old family company (founded in 1892) was dissolved. The 
property was recently sold to Mr. and Mrs. Ken Shipe, who have plans to 
restore it as they did the adjacent "Prospect Hill" in the 1970s. 

Note: This house has been incorrectly called the "Cooley House" on a 
number of historical surveys. A Dr. Cooley did own some property nearby, 
but he never owned this place. 



~MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHJCAL REFERENCES 
M: 23-69 

county Public '.brary, Rockville, Md. - •spapers, maps; Farquhar's 
Old Homes & Histor} Jf Montgomery County, Md. ,~961); Scharf's History of 
Western Maryland, Vol. I, 1882, (1968 reprint). 

Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. - newspapers, maps. 
· Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. - land patents; rent rolls, 

tax assessments. 
Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville,Md.-deeds,eauity cases, etc. 
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Mjcbae] ·F. Dwyer. Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Marylana-NationaJ Capital Park & Planning Commission riuiijj1'St 1917 

6700 Needwood Road (301) 948-J 769 
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Rockville, Marvlapd 

fmSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUAT!=D SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE_K_ LOCAL __ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIG NA TUR 

GPO 892-453 
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ACHS SUAi"L~RY F0:\2:i 

l . ~Ja:ne Brookeville Woolen Mill and House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 2~/65 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference 
(Brookeville Hist. Dist.} Page 11 , M·ap 

4 Ad 9, Grid I-15 · dress 1901 Brighton Dam Road, Brookville, Maryland, 

5. Classification Summary 

Ca tecror~r Building 0 .; 

0-: ;n er sh i-:P--:P::-r-1:--. v-a-:-t-e~(':"'.M:-:/-;:-M:---A-r-c-:-h--:i:-e-K--.-s=h,......,_i pe ) 
P~b:ic Acquisition Nan-conteynplated 
S '-'a i.,US Occnpj ed Cpendlng renovation) 
Accessible ves. Restricted 
Present use Residential and Agricultural 
Previous Survey Recordin · 
.T t. , Federal...x.._State_x_County x Local 
l'<a iona..L Register 1978 M-NCPPC 8 • t · s·t s -- --1s or1c 1 es urvey 

.o. Date House - late 1700's; Mill - early 1800's 

8. Apparent Condition . 
-~ 

a. House - good condition; pending 
responsible renovation 

b. aJtered 

c. original site 

9. Description 
House - on the west it appears to be a one and one.-half story house but 

becaus~ it is built into the river bank on the east side the basement is 
open and exposed. A two-story porch runs across the width of the east side 
of the house. Tha main body of the house is of stone construction but to 
the west side there is a narrow one and one-half story frame wing of later 
construction. 

Mill - The mill· is also built into the river bank and stands a story 
and one-half on the east side with the basement exposed. Constr11ction is 
again of stone. (Details may be found on attached Nati,onal Register 

10. Significance Nomination form). 

The combination of stone house and mill appears to be the only example 
in Montgomery County of mill environment common to the Mid-Atlantic region. 
The style of construction appears to be akin to that found in Pennsylvania 
and may have been constructed by relocated Quakers who populated the 
Brookeville area. The rubble masonry work shows superior workmanship as 
do other construction features enumerated in the National Register 
Nomination form attached hereto. 

ll. C~~e researcnej August, 1977 Researcher: Michael Dwyer 

12. Co·.1_:::..:.2::' Jody s. Kline 1 'J. - _,. 

15. 

:::ia te Com.;:: iled May, 197 814. 

Acreage 20 acres 
~::1r-- /j_ 

Des ::..;;na-;: io:. 
.L:.;:9ro'121 __ 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE 
_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

lfuETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..X0RIGINAL SITE 
-MOVED DATE __ ___ 

-~AIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Historically, the subject property was one ot the earliest 
settlements in the county(Montg) and one of the very old 
stone Rigg's houses remains there today in a good state of 
repair. 'fhe .building was cited by the Maryland Historical 
mo::XMIJ Trust as one of the best in the county. More im­
portant perhaps is the existence ot a small stone "fullingH 
mill perched on the hanks of the Hawling's River a short 
distance from·the house. The only date of origin is from 
the 1793 Montgomery County Tax Assessor's Records of the First 
District. "John Price- Resurvey on Leekes Lot with Fulling 

Mill and wool factory- 12 3/4 acres- Amt. $191.25 H 

The houwe itself is in good condition and is in the 
process of being restored. It is a three story stone house 
with a frame addition of later date to the rear. 

The stone portion ot the house faces east. The 
entrance is a plank door, flanked by two windows, six over 
six sash. Ac~ess to this is gained through a galleried two-
story porch which was added in later years. The second 

floor porch entrance is a transomed entrance with a two panel­
ed door with one light, flanked with two six over six windows. 
The third floor has two bedrooms with two six over six 
windows on the south and J:\Orth ,sides. 

The frame addition to the rear houses the kitchen 
on the first tloor and two bedrooms above it. It is of partial 
log construction. 

. ~ .Eac~ part,ot th~ house has a gable roof. There are 
two large chimneys on'each side of the stone'portion ot the 
house. 

The Fulling Mill itself is of two story stone 
construction with a brick chimney. There are two entrances, 
one on the first level and the other in the rear. There is 
a window on each side and a large transomed type in the tront~ 
Unfortunately the two main beams and most of the joists are 
rotten, and will have to be replaced immediately in order to 

avoid any further damage. The entire building is in a bad 
state of repair and "crysn for complete restoration. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

!1100-1799 

_1800·1899 

.. 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

..,.ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

.lf..coMMERCE XEXPLORA TION/SETTLEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

-~OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES 17 50-17 83 . BUILDER/ARCHITECT Riggs Family 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ 'Ehe town of Brookeville was an iIIJ.po:rtant rural ma1keting center es­
tablished in 1800 by Quaker Richard ThorQ.as. David Newlin operated 
a mill in the west end of the village and in 1801, agreed not to 
grind "wheat, rye, Indian corn or Buckwheat", apparently so as not 
to compete with ThGmas, who owned a grist mill in the east end of 
town. (Annals of Sandy Spring , 1884-1885, p. 35; Montgomery Count)' 
Deeds, Liber I, folio 336.) Shortly thereafter Newlin built the ,, 
subject mill on the,Ha~l~ngsL about a ~ile,NE,of Brookeville. . 

The truly s1gn1f1can~ aspect of this is that this mill was 
established as a woolen mill or'"Fulling" mill and at this point of 
time it is doubtful if there are any mills of the type left any-

,,. ... , her; in this Country. According to "Earl~ American Mills'' by 

1,,d1tlln 1"1 Murray Zimi.le:iJ, p.102, accordinqo their knowleclg", of 
Ult'! hundred:'3 ot small, simple fulling mills that were established 
Hl Lhe early 1800 's becauee ot the British embargo, none have 
survived. 

I have taken the liberty at this point to include some 
very important notes which Mr. Mike Dwyer, of the Maryland Park 
and Planning Commission, was kind enough to furnish me • 

• 1 •. '. ! -- l :' 

r ;. , 

CONTINUE ON SEPAJ.tATg SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

i' 
i 



~MAJOR DIBLIOGRAPl-IICAL REFERENCES ,-

CONTXNUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

~GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 3_6 ____ _ 

I~ 

The subject property is located a mile NE ot Brookeville 
on Brighton Dam Rd. It lies at the end of a Park granted Right 

of Way approximately i mile long. The east portion· of the propl, 1 
borders the Rawlings River and it is on the north side of Bri;~-~ 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION'· ton :pam Road. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

WFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Archie K. Shipe, Jr. 

ORGANIZATION 
.· §~~7"~74.9, 

srnEET&Nurt~'ll Brighton Dam Rd., (Box 66} Md. TELEPHONE 

CITYORTOWN ,Brookeville ST.TE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of ,Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

JHJ:'J.'UHN 'J.'(.)1 Mu1yl~1111lllt:i1111i11dl 1 1 1 1111:il-
'l'he Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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0 Excellent ll Good ~ Foir 0 Detcrioroted 0 Ruins 
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00 Altered 0 Und!-ered I 0 Mov•d ~ Original Sit.. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I 40 ·oRIGINAL (if kn<>wri) PHY!HCA!.. APPEARANCE 

The house is a story and a half, stone building with a 

three bay main (east) facade. The central doorway is flanked 

by windows on the on the basement and main floor elevations. 

The stone work is uncoursed, with large quoining blocks at the 

at the corners. The house is built into the'bank with the 

basement exposed on the east facade; a porch, supported on 

stone piers, runs across the facade. The porch roof continues 

the s.lope of the gabled roof of the house;· the ends of the porc1 m 

roof are framed. At either end are flush gable stone chimneys. m 

The loft gable windows are casements with three light eaves ; 

the other windows are 9/6 double hung sash. The cornice is 

boxed, with bed and crown mouldings. To the west is a 1-1/2 ~ 
c: 

story frame wing with a small central chi:rru"'ley; the eaves are 

plain; windows are 6/6 double hung sash on the ground floor 

and 3/3 sash above. 

The mill is also stone, laid up without causing. It has ~ 

an A-roof. The door and window openings are spanned by stone 

lintels. The interior is two stories with the loft; stream-

side, there is a doorway to the cellar and a door at the main 

level. On th.e opposite facade there is a doorway to the main 

level. The roof framing is sewn, with members lapped. The 

eaves have a fascia applied to the joist ends which are sawn I 
off at an angle, so the fascia slopes inward at a 45° angle. 

The gable ends have a plain board covering the end rafters& 

Interior joists and framing are mostly sawn/ 
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-BRIEF HISTORY OF BROOKEVILLE WOOLEN MILL­
HAWLINGS RIVER, BROOKEVILLE, MD. 

1720's - Lands here patented to Tidewater speculators; tracts 
included "Bordley' s Choice 11 and "Gitting' s Ha-Ha" (Scharf, History 
of Western Maryland, Vol. I, p. 650.) 

mid-1700's - Lands purchased and settled by Riggs and Holland 
families moving west from Anne Arundel County (Farquhar, Old Homes 
& History of Montgomery co., pp. 247, 253, Tax Assessments and Rent 
Rolls, Etc., Maryland Hall of Records.) 

~: The name "Hawling's River" is thought to be a corruption of 
"Holland's River", since the Hollands were among the first to settle 
here and several old records do refer to it as "Holland's River". 

1760's - Residents in the Rawlings River area successfully petitioned 
for the establishment of their own (Anglican} Chapel of Ease. 
(Located near the present St. Luke's at Brighton-formerly Crowtown.) 
Riggs and Hollands were among the petitioners (Scharf, p. 745.) 

1783 - Tax Assessment mentions several "stone dwelling houses" on 
the "Bordley's Choice" tracts belonging to the Riggs brothers-John, 

/-~ Samuel and Thomas. It is quite likely that the house standing here 
today was one of these. It is similar in style and construction 
to other Piedmont stone houses of the 1750-1800 period. It is 
especially similar to the old Duvall house, that stood on Rock Creek, 
near Kensington, at the site of Newport Mills (ca. 1774). (1783 
Tax Assessment, Maryland Hall of Records; ca. 1913 glass plate 
negative #0825 in "Rambler" Collection, Columbia Historical Society.) 

ca. 1800 - Brookeville, Md. established nearby as a rural commercial 
center by Quaker Richard Thomas. David Newlin operated a mill 
(reportedly a flax-seed mill) in the west end of the village and, 
in 1801, agreed not to grind "wheat, Rye, Indian corn or Buckwheat"­
apparently so as not to compete with Thomas, who owned a grist mill 
in the east end of town. (Annals of Sandy Spring, 1884"'."1885, p. 
351 Montgomery County Deeds, Liber I, folio 336.) 

early 1800's - Sometime during this period Newlin built a woolen 
factory on the Rawlings, about a mile NE of Brookeville. An ad in 
the Georgetown (D.C.) Messenger (June 15, 1816) gave rates for 
manufacturing cloth, blankets, etc., from fleece. Grain and other 
crops were accepted as payment. The establishment was called the 
"Brookeville Woolen Factory" and was operated by David Newlin and 
Co. (Scharf, p. 781; and newspapers, Library of Congress.) 

1826 - Jehu Price listed as owner of a woolen mill located on 12 
and 3/4 acres (Montgomery County Tax ~ssessment.) 

.. ··~·---------------------



r""' 1832 - Jehu Price, probably in financial trouble, gives deed-of-trust 
on property to Amos Farquhar of "Fair Hill", Olney (Montgomery County 
Deeds, BSS/279, Aug. 24, 1832.) 

1832 - Notices appear in the Maryland Journal and True American 
(published in Rockville) advertising the stone house and woolen 
factory on 12 3/4 acres at "Holland's River" (Aug. 28, 1832-copy 
at Library of Congress.) 

1833 - On June 19, 1833, an ad appears in the same paper notifying 
customers that Thomas Fawcett and Shadrach Gill have rented the 
"Oakland Woolen Factory" near Brookeville. 

1838 - The woolen factory is shown on Abert's "Canal Map" (Copies 
at Library of Congress and Rockville Library.) 

1850's - Factory and mill-race are shown on a detailed ~lat of area 
lands. (Original in collection of Mrs. Nash of Brookeville; copy 
in my office. ) 

1865 - Appears as "Woolen Factory" on Martenet & Bonds' Map. 

1879 - Shown as "Old Mill" on Hopkins' Atlas. 

ca. 1900 - Operated by the Townsend family, who owned a farm on New 
Hampshire Ave. near Sunshine. Mrs. D.C. Hottel, an elderly woman 
who lives nearby, recalls that her husband brought wool to the mill 
from Virginia when he was a young boy. The ruins of two stone workers' 
houses can still be seen south of the mill. (Phone conversation with 
Mrs. Hottel, Oct. 1974.) 

1920's - Various heirs to property (Clarks, Hollands, Etc.) attempt 
to settle claims in court and have property sold; deeds mention 
several right-of-ways and easements for watering stock, etc. 
See: Deeds 1868 Liber EBP #5, Folio 315 (54~ acres) 

1879 Liber EBP #21, Folio 143 (77 acres) 
1921 Liber 320, Folio 394 (both parcels) 
Also Libers 228, folios 462 

340 44 

1929 to 1950's - Both parcels (54~ ac. and 77 ac.) bought by the 
Louis Perna and Sons stone company of Washington, D.C. Two quarries 
were operated west of the house. The Pernas were told the house 
was over 150 years old at the time of purchase. The mill was turned 
into a residence for the quarry manager. A bridge was built across 
the river for trucks to use. Joseph Perna was a conservationist and 
sportsman, and sometimes used the farm as a weekend retreat. 
(Montgomery County Deeds, Liber 492, Folio 397; phone conversation 
with Joseph Perna, Jr., Oct. 1974.) 



"'r "' 

Recent vears - About the late 1950's or early 1960's, the farm was 
stocked with pheasants and run as a shooting preserve by a Nicholas 
Stephens or Stephenson. The house was occupied by tenants and the 
abandoned mill building was left unattended. Joseph Perna, Sr. 
died in December of 1973, and the old family company (founded in 
1892) was dissolved. The property was recently sold to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ken Shipe, who have plans to restore it as they did the ad­
jacent "Prospect Hill" in the 1970's. 

Note: This house has been incorrectly called the "Cooley House" 
on a number of historical surveys. A Dr. Cooley did own some 
property nearby, but he never owned this place. 

Sources: 

1) Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. - Land patents, rent 
rolls, tax assessments. 

2) Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. - Newspapers, Maps. 

3) County Public Library, Rockville, Md. - Newspapers, Maps; 
Farquhar's Old Homes & History of Montgomery County, Md. (1961); 
Scharf's History of Western Maryland, Vol. I, 1882, (1968 reprint.) 

4) Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. - Deeds, equity 
cases, etc. 

Compiled by: 
Michael F. Dwye+ 
Senior Park His~orian 
M-NCPPC 
January, 1977 
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Ms. Pamela James 
Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Md. 21401 

Dear Pamela, 

PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20907 

(301) 589-1480 

6700 Needwood Road 
Rockville, Md. 20855 

May 31, 1977 

Here are the 13 copies of the Inventory Form for the Brookeville 
Woolen Mill nomination. As far as the photographs go, there are 
copies of black & whites and slides on file at the Trust (in the 
Historic Sites Inventory.) We were unable to obtain the interior 
shots of the house, but some may be forthcoming from Mr. Shipe. 
Hope this will be sufficient. Thanks. 

MFD/pb 

Sincerely, 

Michael F. Dwyer 
Senior Park Historian 



-BRIEF HISTORY OF BROOKEVILLE WOOLEN MILL­
HAWL INGS RIVER, BROOKEVILLE, MD. 

1720's - Lands here patented to Tidewater speculators; tracts 
included "Bordley• s Choice" and "Git ting's Ha-Ha" (Scharf, History 
of Western Maryland, Vol. I, p. 650.) 

mid-1700's - Lands purchased and settled by Riggs and Holland 
families moving west from Anne Arundel County (Farquhar, Old Homes 
& History of Montgomery Co., pp. 247, 253, Tax Assessments and Rent 
Rolls, Etc., Maryland Hall of Records.) 

~: The name "Hawling's River" is thought to be a corruption of 
"Holland's River", since the Hollands were among the first to settle 
here and several· old records do refer to it as "Holland's River". 

1760's - Residents in the Rawlings River area successfully petitioned 
for the establishment of their own (Anglican) Chapel of Ease. 
(Located near the present St. Luke's at Brighton-formerly Crowtown.) 
Riggs and Hollands were among the petitioners (Scharf, p. 745.) 

1783 - Tax Assessment mentions several "stone dwelling houses" on 
the "Bordley's Choice" tracts belonging to the Riggs brothers-John, 
Samuel and Thomas. It is quite likely that the house standing here 
today was one of these. It is similar in style and construction 
to other Piedmont stone houses of the 1750-1800 period. It is 
especially similar to the old Duvall house, that stood on Rock Creek, 
near Kensington, at the site of Newport Mills (ca. 1774). (1783 
Tax Assessment, Maryland Hall of Records; ca. 1913 glass plate 
negative #0825 in "Rambler" Collection, Columbia Historical Society.) 

ca. 1800 - Brookeville, Md. established nearby as a rural commercial 
center by Quaker Richard Thomas. David Newlin operated a mill 
(reportedly a flax-seed mill) in the west end of the village and, 
in 1801, agreed not to grind "wheat, Rye, Indian corn or Buckwheat"­
apparently so as not to compete with Thomas, who owned a grist mill 
in the east end of town. (Annals of Sandy Spring, 1884-1885, p. 
351 Montgomery County Deeds, Liber I, folio 336.) 

early 1800's - Sometime during this period Newlin built a woolen 
factory on the Rawlings, about a mile NE of Brookeville. An ad in 
the Georgetown (D.C.) Messenger (June 15, 1816) gave rates for 
manufacturing cloth, blankets, etc., from fleece. Grain and other 
crops were accepted as payment. The establishment was called the 
"Brookeville Woolen Factory" and was operated by David Newlin and 
Co. (Scharf, p. 781; and newspapers, Library of Congress.) 

1826 - Jehu Price listed as owner of a woolen mill located on 12 
and 3/4 acres (Montgomery County Tax ~ssessment.) 



~ 1832 - Jehu Price, probably in financial trouble, gives deed-of-trust 
on property to Amos Farquhar of "Fair Hill", Olney (Montgomery County 
Deeds, BSS/279, Aug. 24, 1832.) 

1832 - Notices appear in the Maryland Journal and True American 
(published in Rockville) advertising the stone house and woolen 
factory on 12 3/4 acres at "Holland's River" (Aug. 28, 1832-copy 
at Library of Congress.) 

1833 - On June 19, 1833, an ad appears in the same paper notifying 
customers that Thomas Fawcett and Shadrach Gill have rented the 
"Oakland Woolen Factory" near Brookeville. 

1838 - The woolen factory is shown on Abert's "Canal Map" (Copies 
at Library of Congress and Rockville Library.) 

1850's - Factory and mill-race are shown on a detailed plat of area 
lands. (Original in collection of Mrs. Nash of Brookeville; copy 
in my office.) 

1865 - Appears as "Woolen Factory" on Martenet & Bonds' Map. 

1879 - Shown as "Old Mill" on Hopkins' Atlas. 

ca. 1900 - Operated by the Townsend family, who owned a farm on New 
Hampshire Ave. near Sunshine. Mrs. D.C. Hottel, an elderly woman 
who lives nearby, recalls that her husband brought wool to the mill 
from Virginia when he was a young boy. The ruins of two stone workers' 
houses can still be seen south of the mill. (Phone conversation with 
Mrs. Hottel, Oct. 1974.) 

1920's - Various heirs to property (Clarks, Hollands, Etc.) attempt 
to settle claims in court and have property sold: deeds mention 
several right-of-ways and easements for watering stock, etc. 
See: Deeds 1868 Liber EBP #5, Folio 315 (54~ acres) 

1879 Liber EBP #21, Folio 143 (77 acres) 
1921 Liber 320, Folio 394 (both parcels) 
Also Libers 228, folios 462 

340 44 

1929 to 1950's - Both parcels (54~ ac. and 77 ac.) bought by the 
Louis Perna and Sons stone company of Washington, D.C. Two quarries 
were operated west of the house. The Pernas were told the house 
was over 150 years old at the time of purchase. The mill was turned 
into a residence for the quarry manager. A bridge was built across 
the river for trucks to use. Joseph Perna was a conservationist and 
sportsman, and sometimes used the farm as a weekend retreat. 
(Montgomery County Deeds, Liber 492, Folio 3971 phone conversation 
with Joseph Perna, Jr., Oct. 1974.) 



Recent years - About the late 1950's or early 1960's, the farm was 
stocked with pheasants and run as a shooting preserve by a Nicholas 
Stephens or Stephenson. The house was occupied by tenants and the 
abandoned mill building was left unattended. Joseph Perna, Sr. 
died in December of 1973, and the old family company (founded in 
1892) was dissolved. The property was recently sold to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ken Shipe, who have plans to restore it as they did the ad­
jacent "Prospect Hill" in the 1970's. 

Note: This house has been incorrectly called the "Cooley House" 
on a number of historical surveys. A Dr. Cooley did own some 
property nearby, but he never owned this place. 

' -------------~ /~ Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. - Land patents, rent 
~\ 1 rolls, tax assessments. 

/ 2) Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. - Newspapers, Maps. 

I 3) County Public Library, Rockville, Md. - Newspapers, Maps; 
Farquhar's Old Homes & History of Montgomery County, Md. (1961); 
Scharf's History of Western Maryland, Vol. I, 1882, (1968 reprint.) 

4) Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Md. - Deeds, equity 
cases, etc. 

Compiled by: 
Michael F. Dwye~ 
Senior Park Historian 
M-NCPPC 
January, 1977 



Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

District - 08Account Number - 00716498 

·*' .... 

'ES 
13.24 
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Page 1of1 

t1 ', 'i ·~ . 

~2~a~k. 
View Map 
New Search 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning ©2001. 
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning 

web site at www.mdp.state.md.us/webcom/index.html 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp _rewrite/maps/ showmap. asp? countyid= 16&accountid=08+0C.. 08/2 712003 



Real Property Search - Individual Report 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

Account Identifier: District - 08 Account Number - 00716498 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

NEWCOMER, CHRISTIANE & 
PAMELA A PHILLIPS 

1901 BRIGHTON DAM RD 
BROOKEVILLE MD 20833-2110 

Use: 

Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

RESIDENTIAL 

NO 

Page 1of1 

r1 ~ ., . ·I 

G9~!'1~;i! 
Vi~li1LMci\'!P 
!'!~~S!~@:(;h 

1) /21136/ 751 
2) 

Premises Address 
1901 BRIGHTON DAM RD 
BROOKEVILLE 20833-2110 

Zoning 
RUR 

Legal Description 
GARTRELLS VENTURE 

Map Grid Parcel 
P962 

Sub District Subdivision 
501 

Section Block Lot Group Plat No: 
JVll 82 Plat Ref: 

Town 
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem 

Tax Class 42 
Primary Structure Built 

1800 
Enclosed Area 

2,368 SF 
Property Land Area 

13.24 AC 

Stories 

2 

Basement 
YES 

Type 
STANDARD UNIT 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Seller: CHOVNICK, BRUCE 
Type: NOT ARMS-LENGTH 
Seller: CHOVNICK, BRUCE & K 

Base 
Value 

165,150 
200,700 
365,850 

0 

Type: MULT ACCTS ARMS-LENGTH 
Seller: YOUNG, WOODY E & K C 
Type: MULT ACCTS ARMS-LENGTH 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
County 
State 
Municipal 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

Value Information 

Value 
As Of 

Phase-in Assessments 
As Of As Of 

01/01/2003 
224,300 
415,320 
639,620 

07/01/2003 07/01/2004 

0 
457,106 

0 

Transfer Information 

Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 

Exemption Information 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

548,362 
0 

05/21/2002 
/21136/ 751 
11/20/2001 
/20014/ 765 
04/18/2000 
/18019/ 341 

07/01/2004 
0 
0 
0 

Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

County Use 
111 

Exterior 

STONE 

$790,000 

$0 

$999,000 

Tax Exempt: NO Special Tax Recapture: 
~ Exempt Class: 

*NONE* 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp _rewrite/results.asp ?District=08&AccountNumber=0071649:... 08/2712003 
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