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ACHS SUMMARY FORM (Sake euconh -12-8)
1, Name: James Brooke Beall House (Rudolph Beall House on Atlas)

2, Planning Area/Site Number: 24%/11 3. M=NCPPC Atlas Reference: Mag 1k
/ C=-
4, Address: 15700 Norman Drive, Gaithersburg

5. Classification Summary .

Category build Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC
Ownership v Title and Date:

1976 Inventory of
gl’;g%tg Acquigsgigt];inojng'a A T Historical Sites .
Accessible_po Federal State_x County_x Local
Present useprivate pesidence
6. Date: c. 1845 7. Original Owner: James Brooke Beall

8. Apparent Condition
e good b altered C. __original site

9. Description: The James Brooke Beall house is a three story L-shaped

structure facing north across a side yardz surrounded by old maple trees.
It consists of a three bay by one bay (22' x 30') section on the west and
a three bay by one bay section (38' x 18') with a two story bay on the north
end, on the east. The wood post and beam house is set on a stone foundation
(no basement). The walls are finished with 8" reveal wood siding except for
the portion by the north porch, which is done in half-timbered plywood.

~~ The paneled wood doors have glass in their upper halves, and plain wood

' frames., There is a glass transom above each door. The windows in the east
section’are two-over-two double-hung wood, with the exception of those in
the bay, which are one-over-one double-hung. The west section has six-over-
six windows. The black metal gable roof has a tile-like design. The ridge
of the east sectlion runs north-south, meeting that of the west section,
which runs east-west.

10, Significance: For over 75 years the family and descendants of James Brooke
Beall lived in this house, He had purchased several hundred acres from the
estate of Samuel Clagett in 1832 and at his death his widow Lavinia remained
in the house, surrounded by her four sons and two daughters who lived on
nearby farms., Her daughter Cecelia and her husband Charles Vinson together
built the "Beall-Dawson" house. Another daughter Lavinia married Charles
DuFief of the neighboring milling family. The house was modernized and
enlarged sometime in the later Victorian years. After Lavinia's death in
1890, her grandson William Brooke Vincent inherited 112 acres and lived in
the house until 1917. Sold out of the family in 1917, it had one owner
until 1953. It changed hands several times in the next ten yearsj the land
was subdivided in 1964y however, the developer preserved a setting of old
trees for this attractive house.

& Lynn Gallagher
11, Researcher and date researched: Anne W. Cissel=5/79 Arch., Description

12, Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 14, Designation
Approval
15. Acreage: 38,780 sq. ft. T
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
Zcoop _-RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rudolph Beall house is an attractively restored farmhouse,

The three story L shaped structure faces north, across a side yard.
It consists of a three bay by one bay (22' x 30') section on the west and -
a three bay by one bay section (38' x 18') with a two story bay on the
north end, on the east. The wood post and beam house is set on a stone
foundation (no basement), The walls are finished with 8" reveal wood
siding except for the portion by the north porch, which is done in half-
timbered plywood.

There are two porches. The north porch (8' x 22') has a flat roof
supported by four columns with brick bases and square wood posts. The
concrete porch floor is 6" above grade., There is an XXX design railing
around the porch. The south porch (8' x 20') has a metal shed roof sup-
ported by three square wood posts which are finished with corner beading,

The three interior brick chimneys are painted black -- one off-center
at the east, and two near the ridge at the west end.

The paneled wood doors have glass in their upper halves, and plain
wood frames., There is a glass transom above each door. The windows in
the east section are two-over-two double-hung wood, with the exception of
those in the bay, which are one=over-one double~hung., The west section
has six-over-six windows. .

The black metal gable roof has a tile-~like design. The ridge of the
east section runs north-south, meeting that of the west section, which
runs east-west., The box cornice overhangs the east section of the house
by 8", and returns 2' around the gable ends on the north and south., There
is a plain cornice at the top of the bay, and a similar section of trim
dividing the first and second floors of %he bay.

The front (north) facade shows the two story bay on the east, with
six windows, one on each face of the bay, on both first and second floors.,
One window is centered above the bay, at the third floor level, There are
five windows (two down and three upg and the main door and porch on the
west section. The east elevation, which faces Norman Drive, has six
windows (three down and three up) with louvered shutters., On the south
side there are three windows (one on each floor) in the east section and -
four windows (one down and three up) and two doors and porch in the west
section. On the west there is one window in the third floor gable,

The house sits, surrounded by old maple trees, on an attractive
site, facing north toward a circular drive in the side yard. There is a
swimming pool and cabana-storage building in a fenced yard in the south-
west corner of the property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW ——SCIENCE

-—-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE __SCUL‘PTURE

—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—1700-1798 _ART —ENGINEERING __MusIiC —_THEATER

X1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION

—-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT Z OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION Local History

SPECIFIC DATES ¢, 1845 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For over 75 years the family and descendants of James Brooke Beall
lived in this house, Although 1t appeared on the Hopkins Atlas of 1879
under the name of Rudolph Beall, 1t was his father James Brooke Beall
and his mother who lived there from 1841 until her death in 1890.

James B, Beall had purchased several hundred acres of "Treble Trouble"
and "Richland" from the Estate of Samuel Clagett in 1832, recorded in 1841.1
After his death the land was partitioned among the helrs, and his wldow
Lavinia chose Lot #1 called "The Dower Lot" which contained,"”...253 acres...

~an public road from Darnestown to DuFlef Mill, wooded and in a gtate of
.ultivation...improvements are a comfortable dwelling house..."

For the next 30 years the wldow Beall lived in this house, surrounded
by her sons and daughters who llved on farms nearby. Her daughter Cecelia
with her husband Charles Vinson (Vincent) built a Federal style house about
1 mile east on Route 28, which 1s now known as the Beall-Vinson House.
Another daughter, Lavinia; became the bride of Charles DuFilef of the
nedghboring milling famidy. Her sons Zebedee and James J., Beall owned
parts of "Mount Pleasant” and "Hartley Hall" directly north across present
Route 28, and her son Dr. Reverdy Brooke Beall owned extensive acreage
to the west and 1n nearby Darnestown. The only son who did not live in
the immediate ares was her eldest son, William Rudolph Beall, who made his
home just south of the Frederlck County line near Dickerson, He is burled
in Beallsville, while James, Lavinia and their other three sons and
daughters are all buried in the Darnestown Presbyterian Church Cemetery.

The famlly home was modernized and enlarged sometime during the later
Vietorlan years. A two-story addition with bay windows and covered :
verandah was added to the pre-1859 house.

After Lavinla's death in 1890, her grandson William Brooke Vincent
and her son Reverdy divided the 253 acres. William purchased "The Dower
Lot" of 112 acres3 and 1lived there until 1917. From 1917 until 1953 it
was the property of Mamie and William Miles 4 During the 1950s and early

19608 it changed hands several times as speculation increased in the area.
n 1964 the plat for a development called "Mountain View Estates” was filed.
The James Brooke Beall House is Lot 2 in Block 0,5 and was purchased by
the present owner in 1966.

The builders of this 20th century development recognized that this

sturd¥ and comfortable house, as well as 1ts stately trees could be blended
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET fF NECESSARY

(continued on Attachment Sheet A)
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Attachment Sheet A M: 24/11
James Brooke Beall House Magl #

into the landscape to utlllize and preserve them both, and the 19th
century house flts snugly into 1ts new surroundings.

FOOTNOTES :

1 Land Records of Montgomery County, BS 10/479 (1841).
2 Judgment Record, 3/362 (1859).

3 Land Records, JA 49/102 et. seq. (1895).

L Ibid., 460/465 (1917).

5 Plat Book 77 Follo 7709, Survey December, 1964,
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EXMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Montgomery County Land, Plat and Equilty Records as cited.
Beall family hlstories and genealogies,

Sentinel newspaper ads: November, 1885 and August 24, 1860.

. CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[TIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 38 P 780 sqguare feet

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lot 2 Block C of Mountaln View Estates, Gaithersburg, Md.
with eastern boundary of Norman Drive

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . COUNTY
STATE . COUNTY
[E1F ORM PREPARED BY :
NAME/TITLE Lynn Gallagher
Anne ¥W. Cissel Architectural Descriptlon
ORGANIZATION . DATE -
Sugarloaf Reglonal Tralls ) May 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926~ 4510
CITY OR TOWN ’ ' T STATE™
Dickerson ‘ _Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181°KA, -~
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. . T

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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SCATTON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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(Check One) .
{7] Excellent B Good {7 Fair [T] Deteriorated [J Ruins {J -Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

K} Altered T Uncltered 3 Moved B4 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHv.ihucAs. APPEARANCE

To the west is an ell, with large double internal
chimneys on the west end. It has a three bay facade with
a central doorway and 6/6 doublé hung sash windows. vThis
ell is older than the present main block, which is three
5ays with a large, central chimney. The windows in this
sectibn are 2/2 double hung sash; on‘the north end it has

a two story bay window.
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA .~

"LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LAT D LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PrROPERTY |0 ‘DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R . OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Ssconds
NW . < 3 » [ ' - . o ’ » o » L]
NE o ’ - © * »
SE L] » - [ * »
W -3 . - o ' »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

.Acreage Justification:
i

11 FORM PREPARED BY "

NAME AND VETLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION

M-NCPPC

DATE

26 Feb 75

STREETY AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

STATE

Maryland

“Tdgtate Liaison Officer Review:

National [T} State . ] Local

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:

O

Signature
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

See correspondence dated
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"ACTION TAKEN

Resources one through seven for placement on the Master Plan

Resources eight through fifteen found not to meet Ordinance

criteria for placement and are recommended to be removed from

Locational Atlas

Samuel Higgens House, Site 24/10
12901 Meadow View Dr.
Gaithersburg, MD 20760

Pleasant View Church #2, Site 24/13
Darnestown Rd.
Gaithersburg, MD 20760

Pleasant Hills, Site 24/21
14800 Darnestown Rd.
Germantown, MD 20767

Glen Store and Post Office,Site 29/3
11530 S. Glen Rd. -
Potomac, MD 20854

Locust Grove (Magruder House), Site 29/16
7401 Lakeview Dr.
Bethesda, MD 2003%

Ellerslie, Site 29/36
9030 Saunders Lane
Bethesda, MD 20034

Brewer Farm, Site 12/38
20201 Darnestown Rd.
Beallsville, MD 20753

8.  Darby Offut Farm, Site 24/3
15330 Darnestown Rd.
Germantown, MD 20767

Frank Higgens (Hoskinson) House, Site 24/9
13415 Darnestown Rd.
Germantown, MD 20767

Rudolph Beall House, Site 24/11
15700 Norman Dr.
Gaithersburg, MD 20760

9.

|
(_10.

\ 11.  Nathanial Clagett Farm, Site 24/31
l 13611 Deakins Lane

* Germantown, MD 20767

Jones House, Site 25/7

Potomac Horse Center
Gaithersburg, MD 20760

12.

13.  Travilah Baptist Church, Site 25/10-2
12811 Glen Rd.

Gaithersburg, MD 20760

14.  Greenbury/Jackson House, Site 29/14
10220 Kentsdale Dr.

Potomac, MD 20354

Samuel Ford House, Site 29/24
10800 Cripplegate Rd.
Potomac, MD 20854

15.
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