
CAPSULE SUMMARY 

FOR 

ANDREW SMALL ACADEMY SITE 

15030 TURKEY FOOT ROAD, DARNESTOWN 

Montgomery County Survey Prefix & Site Number: M-24/18 

Approximate Building Date: 1869, demolished 1955 

Town or Vicinity in which Resource is Located: Darnestown 

Access: Not applicable 

The Andrew Small Academy building is no longer standing. 

The school was located directly behind (west of) the Darnestown 

Elementary School, on Turkey Foot Road, where a blacktop play 

area is now located. The Andrew Small Academy was an important 

early private educational institution that was constructed in 

1869 and used as a private school until 1907, when it was 

converted into a public high school. The building was demolished 

in 1955. 

Barn demolished - 1995 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 

Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
Magi No. 

_Sjate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Andrew Small Academy Site 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 15030 Turkey Foot Road 

city, town Darnestown 

state 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
- building(s) 
_structure 

,,,""' "t ,/-~-SI e 
_object 

Ownership 
/public 

_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 

/unoccupied 
_work in progress 
A~ssible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE ~yes no 

congressional district 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
~ducational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

8 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name 
Montgomery County Board of Education 

street & number 
850 Hungerford Drive telephone no.: 

Rockville d . d MD 20850 state an zip co e city, town 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 444 

street & number 51 Monroe Street folio 208 

city, town Rockville state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Montgomery County Locational Atlas of Historic Sites 

1976 _federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records M-NCPPC 

city, town Silver Spring state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

_ deteriorated 
__ ruins 

/unexposed 

Check one 
-~naltered 
_altered 

Ch~k one 
_v_ ti original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. f .. f 24-18 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Andrew Small Academ,y building is no longer standing. The 
school was located directly behind (west of) the Darnestown 
Elementary School, on Turkey Foot Road, where a blacktop play area is 
now located. A tree shown in front of the Academy in a historic 
photo still stands north of the blacktop. 

The drive to the Academ,y came off Darnestown Road (Rt. 28) shar­
ing the same entrance, to the northwest of the site, still in use by 
the Darnestown Presbyterian Church. 



8. Significance Survey No. 

Period 
_ ~- prehistoric 

1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 

_J700-1799 
_./_ 1 1800-1899 
____;,L1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
./ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

__ agriculture ---r economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_L architecture _jf_ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpooation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

1869 Builder/Architect Unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a st.unmary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
support. \. 

Summary: The Andrew Small AcadeIT¥ was an important early private 
educational institution which was demolished in 1955. 

The Andrew Small AcadeIT¥ was constructed in 1869 and used as a pri­
vate educational institution until 1907 when it was converted into a 
public high school.1 The school was demolished in 1955 when the pre­
sent Darnestown Elementary School was built.2 

Barn demolished - 1995 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M: 24-18 

See Attached Sheet 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ 3_. _9A ____ _ 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL...LJ I I 1 I I I I I I 0 W I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~' ~'------' ~'~~ .......... ..-.... oLi.J ~l~l_,_._.._.~I ~I~-'--'-..._.~ 
E Li.J I I I ~' ~-.L-........ ....... FLL_jll 1~1 ............. --L-......,...._. 
G LLJ I I I ,__I ~_.__.. ........ .... HLLJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Clare Lise Cavicchi 

organization M-NCPPC date May, 1994 

street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone (301)495-4570 

city or town Silver Spring state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapoli ryland 21401 
(301 69-2438 

MARYWf) HtSTORtCAl TN !<:'T 
DHCP/DHCD !!'""'"' 

lOO COMMUNITY PlACt. 
O?OwNsvm. MD 21002-2023 

' , ·fHtJ,...16CQ 

PS-2746 



Continuation Sheet 
M: 24-18 - Andrew Small Academy Site 

Preservation Planning Data 

a. Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

b. Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition - A.D. 1815-1870 
Industrial/Urban Dominance - A.D. 1870-1930 

c. Historic Period Themes: 
Social/Education/Cultural 

e. Resource Type: 
Category: Sites 
Historic Environrnent:Rural 
Historic Function(s): School 
Use(s): Academic 

Endnotes 

1 Jane Chinn Sween, "Darnestown, As It Was," Montgomery County Story, 
25:1 (February 1982), 5-6. 

2 A previous inventory form completed by Michael Dwyer in 1975 
misidentifies the academy site on the east side of Turkey Foot Road. 
The confusion sterns from a misreading of Hopkins' 1879 Atlas. A barn 
described in the 1975 form was part of the Miles Farm, now owned by 
the Mead family. 

The site described in this form was confirmed by local historian 
Jane Sween, and local resident Russell Roberts. 



Continuation Sheet 
M: 24- 18 - Andrew Small Academy Site 

Andrew Small Academy, 1890 view 
(Now demolished) 

Source: Margaret Marshall Coleman, 
MontfomeA County: A Pictorial History 
(198 ) ' . 



Continuation Sheet 
M: 24-18 - Andrew Small Academy Site 

Section 9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Page 9.1 

Unpublished Sources 

Crawford, Catherine. Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form, 
Darnestown Historic District, 1983. (MHT) 

Daniel, Julia M. "Darnestown: Community at a Crossroads." Paper sub­
mitted to American University in 1980. (MCHS) 

Dwyer, Michael. Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form, Resource 
#24/18: Andrew Small Academy, 1975. 

Montgomery County Historical Society Vertical File and Photographs. 
Roberts, Russell. Interview and site visit by Clare Lise Cavicchi, 
May 1994. 

Sween, Jane. Interview by Clare Lise Cavicchi, May 1994. 

Published Sources 

Boyd, T.H.S. The History of Montgomery County, Maryland, From Its 
Earliest Settlement in 1650 to 1879. Baltimore: Regional Publishing 
Co., 1968 (originally 1879). 

Coleman, Margaret Marshall and Anne Dennis Lewis. Montgomery County: 
A Pictorial History. Norfolk/Virginia Beach: Donning Co., 1984. 
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Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the 
County of Montgomery Maryland. Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, 1879. 
(Library of Congress; Rockville Public Library) 

Martenet, Simon J. Martenet and Bond's Map of Montgomery County. 
Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1865. (Library of Congress) 

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of western Maryland. 1882. 

Sween, Jane Chinn. "Darnestown as it Was," in The Montgomery County 
Story, February .1982. 

----------------- Montgomery County: Two Centuries of Change. 
Woodland Hills, Cal: Windsor Publications, Inc., 1984. 
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-~ARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST SURVEY N0.:"1·24/18 

STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FORM PROPERTY NAME: Andrew &Dall Acadany 
TOWN-: - Site 

Dames town 

LOCATIONAL MAP COUNTY: MONTGOMERY 

QUADRANGLE: Seneca• 1'!0-VA 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

(vl:#24-18 

I ?:>o "'Alt;.:;, z_ 7 

INVENTORY FORM. FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Site of ~..ndrew Small Academy-Barn 
AND/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION_ 
STREET & ·NUMBER 

CITY. rowN 

Darnestown 
-, STATE.:".f~f,~.; ·~·. ~ ·,":-~·t,,,~~ .. ~>~" · -. >\:;'.:' :;,.~-;_~-:;:!)I:~~/·~ 

·'·· Macyf~nd -_. · · 

llCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

'"i!.lsrRICT 
...:.SUILOING(S) 

-t;,:UCTURE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP·:~ 
_j(Jsuc 
YPRIVATE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUlSITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME· 

Rollin P. Mead 
STREET & NUMBER 

VICINITY OF 

,STATUS 
-~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESStSLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

-JES: UNRESTRICTED 

_{NO · 

14901 Turkey Foot Road 
CITY. TO'NN 

Darnestown _ v1c1N1TY0F 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY '··-.. °':.1·;',._," ~ _; :::-:-

MontcrQIDery 

. .. L PR£SENTUSE 

.• ... :..:!.AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

_coMMERClAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_J>)RK 

~fltVA.TE RESlDENCt 

-ENTERTAINMENT _REUGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_Ml UT ARY 

Telephone #:: 

_SO-ENTIFIC 

_TRANS?ORTAT101't 

_OTHER: 

STATE, zip ccide 
Maryland 

, .. 'DLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber f;: ... 
..-·· ' 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGIStRY OF DEEOS,ETC. Montgomery county Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Rockville 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITL£ 

DATE 

Folio ~= 

STATE 

Maryland. 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNJY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



0,DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

_GOOD _RUINS 

_ FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

--6.LTERED 

CjiECKON,E 

XOR!GINALSITE 
-MOVED DATE.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This was the site of a large brick schoolhouse built in 
1869. The school is no longer standing, but there are old photos 
of it at the Montgomery County Historical Society. 

On the site is a handsome frame barn that sits on a stone 
foundation. There are several rows of louvered window/vents 
along the side and end walls. 

~ONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!I SIGNIFICANCE 

AREA~ OF SIGNlflCANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW PERIOD 

/""'1'lEHISTORIC_ --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -<;OMMUNITY Pl.ANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 00-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

~-1799 
-1800-1899 

_1900-

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

--ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

S.f>ECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_UTERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

._PHILOSOPHY 

_J>QLJTICSIGOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_REUGION 

-5ClENCE 

---5CUL?TURE 

-500AUHUMANITARlAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPEOPO 

The Academy-was - named for its benefactor, :~Andrew Small 
(a native of Scotland), who became attached to the neighborhood 
while working on the C & o Canal. ,A good account of the school 
is given in Scharf's HISTORY OF WESTERN MD. 

The barn, still here today, is one of the best preserved 
buildings of its kind in the County. 

Barn demolished - 1995 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!JMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
.~ 1) Scharf, HISTORY OF WESTERN MD. (Vol. I) ( 1882) , p. 762. 

2) Darnestown Area History at Mont. Co. Historical Society. 

'<>,.: .... 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA , :-; ,·_,;;·, :' ·.' : :. .-..... 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael F. DNyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION • 'DATE 

M-NCPPC 2/26/75 
STREET & NUMBER .. TELEPHONE 

8787,Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
ClTYORTOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

"' . "' The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for in£ormation 
and reco~d purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



~M:~ol.f-1? 
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C:~nrgo II. l'otcr, ltl)rn .July 7, lSOU, 1li11ol M11y :i:1, llU!O. 

Ann, lfire or :U. JI, ll·uri•. l~1m [lt'C. :lO, ISIO, •li<tl .luly 30, 
1H7S. 
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Presbyterian Scotch-Irish settled in 
Dame.town. They marched with 
General Edward Braddock to fight 
the French and Indians in 1755. They 
fought in the Revolutionary War 
twemy years later, and put down the 
Whiske)' Rebellion in 1794. Back 
home in Darnestown, they wor­
shipped 10 a log chapel at Pleasant 
Hills and built a church in 1855, 
which enlarged over Lhe years. 
Germantown Road stretched from 
Pleasant Hills to the Neelsville Pres­
byterian Church. 

In 1867 Andrew Small, a leading 
church member, willed thirty-five 
thousand dollars to the Neelsville 
and Darnestown Presbyterian 
churches for a private academy at 
Darnestown. Classes began in the 
church basement, and the substan­
tial, three-story school building was 
completed in 1872. The Andrew 
SmaJI Academy is shown here circa 
1890. 

In 1907 the Montgomery County 
Board of School Commissioners 
obtained use of the building for a 
public high school, and they 
purchased the land in 1927. In 1954 
an elementary school was constructed 
on the site. Courtesy of William Rice 

These students at Andrew Small 
Academy, circa 1890, are, left to right 
in the first row: Mary Rice, Mauie 
Howard, Natalie Allnuu, and Lucille 
Rice; in t.he second row are: George 
Saverwein, Tootie Herter, Edward 
Athey, Reid Hammond, unknown, 
Worthington Tschiffley, and 
Tommy Stem. Courtesy of William 
Fawseu Rice 


