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ACHS SUHMARY FORM 
M~14-1.\ 

(We. <Mk~.z.t ~-li-fx>) 
Name: Pleasant Hills 

Planning Area/Site Number: 24/21 

Address : 14800 Dawsonville Road 
Germantown, Md . 

Classification Summary . 
Category bu1ld1Qi 
Ownership priyate 
Public Acquisition __ .N_Z_A ______ __ 
Status 00cup1 p d 
Accessi ble 

__ _......._ ______________ __ 
Present USe pr1yate res1de nce · 

3. M- NCPPC Atlas Reference : Map 13 
Coordinate I-8 

Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC 
Title and Date: Historic Sites Inventory 

1976 HABS-1936 (Fed) , 
Federal..lL...State~County~Local ____ 

6 . Jate : c. 1763 
agriculture 

7. Original Owner : Charles Gassaway 

8. Apparent Condition 

a . ___ ewx~cNe~lMlMeMn~t _________ b. ____ __.a_1~t~e~r~e-d.._ _______ c .~__,o_r_1~s~ignaawl._.s~1wt~e.__ ________ ~ 

9. Description : This large house is 11 bays by l bay with a 5 bay central 2; 
story portion flanked on 2 sides by 2-story wings . It is of flemish bond 
and common bond construction on fieldstone foundations. Black wooden 
louvered shutters flank the windows of the wings . Centered on the main 
section is a porch supported by paired wooden columns. Two of the wings 
have screened porches. The remaining wing has a 2-story screened porch. The 
roofs are gabled and have slate shingles. 

The interior has 6 fireplaces, 4 bdthrooms, office, parlor, dining, 
living and 7 bedrooms. 

outbuildings include two smaller houses, a horse barn, garages, tool 
sheds and an 1nground swimmi ng pool. 

10 . Significance: This is a good illustration of a Maryland Georgian house of 
the Colonial period, and is one of the oldest brick homes in the County. 

The Gassaway family was one of the first to settle here. In 1763 a 
descendant, Charles Gassaway, built the original section with bricks made 
on the farm by his slaves . 

During the Civil War Union troops were quartered in the house, and 
camped on the grounds. 

In 1868 the current owner ' s grandfather bought the property, then 
amounting to 272 acres. The wings were added during the 2Cth century , 
20 acres of Pleasant Hills are now used by new housing subd1v1s1ons. Thomas 
Kelly, however, still makes his living farming, custom farming for many 
owners 1n the locality. He is known especially for the sweet corn he sells, 
and furnishes the County fair dining hall each August. 

,--. Candy Reed/arch. description 
11. Researcher and date researched : Donald M. Leavitt August 1979 

12 . Compiler : Margaret Coleman 13 . Date Compiled: 9/79 

15. Acreage: 20 acres 

14- . Designation 
Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 24/21 
Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Pleasant Hills 
AND/OR COMMOJll 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

14800 Dawsonville Road. ·Route 28 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Germantown x= VICINITY OF Darnestown 8 
STATE COUNTY 

DcLASSIFICATION 
Maryland Montgo00ery .. 

CATEGORY OWNERSl;tlP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .JC-OCCUPIED X-.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

XBUILDING(S) X PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 
/-~ _STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRES~ 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE A' 

_EDUCATIONAL x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED __ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEJNG CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

-XNO _MILITARY _OTHER: 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Thomas Kelley Telephone #: unlisted 
STREET & NUMBER 

14800 Dawsonville Road (Route 28) 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Zl.p code 

Germantown ~ v 1c 1N1rvoF Darnestown Maryland 20767 
llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION _Liber # :_ 861 

Polio #: 304 
Montgomery County Courthouse 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 
l 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 
II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

MNCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
. ....-.. DATE 

STATE 

Maryland 
HABS 1936 (Fed) 
Library of Congress 
10 First St•.:. SE 
Wash:J ngton, !J C 

1976 ~FEDERAL ~TATE X-COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

Derwood 
STATE 

Maryland 20 855 



II DESCRIPTION 

X-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
This eleven bay by one bay, two and a half story house has a five 

bay central section which faces northeast, which is flanked on the south
east and northwest elevations by three bay, two-story wings. 

Built on fieldstone foundations, the southwest and northeast eleva
tions of the main s.ection are constructed of Flemish-bonded brick as are 
the three exterior walls of the southeast wing and the northeast elevation 
of the northwest wing. The northwest wing shows signs of having been one 
and a half stories at one time. Its northwest elevation is common bonded 
brick. 

On the northeast elevation, centered on the main section is a porch 
with a gabled roof suppprted,at·;tts outward corners by paired wooden 
columns. Wooden benches flank the wooden paneled door which is surmounted 
by a four ,light transom. The southeast and northwest,,wings each have L
shaped screened porches on the northeast elevation with shed roofs which 
are attached to the main section and to the wings. There is a flagstone 
patio on the southwest elevation. The southwest door of the main section 
is wooden paneled and surmounted by a four light transom. There is a 
two-story screened and enclosed porch on the southwest elevation of the 
northwest wing. 

There are nine-over-nine double-hung windows at the first level and 
nine-over-six double-hung windows at the second level of the main section. 
The flanking wings have six-over-six double-hung windows. These windows 
have black wooden louvered shutters. 

T~e gable roofs have slate shingles. , There are so.uthea'2t· and- n°or•thwest 
interior end chimneys above the main section and a southwest interior end 
chimney ,above ,the.,;southeast :wing. 

In the main house, the dining room is located to:the left of the 
hall with a living room in front of it. Each room contains a fireplace. 
On the right of the hall is an office and behind that'a'parlorflanked 
with a bathroom. Also there are fireplaces in the office and parlor. 
Chair rails extend along the walls of the rnain rooms on the first floor. 

The second floor has a total of six rooms, two of which contain fire
places. There are two baths. On the next floor, there is a large room 
and a bathroom has been added. 

The doors have six panels and old pine floors are in good condition. 
On the first floor the shutters are in the inside and the shutters on 
the second flQor are on the outside. 

Outbuildings include a tenant house, horse barn, garages, another 
{smaller) house, tool sheds and storage bins. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

L1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES o. 1763 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Pleasant Hills is a good illustration of a Maryland Georgian house of 

the Colonial period and is one of the oldest briok homes in the county. 
One of the earliest families to settle in Montgomery County was the 

Gassaways. In the mid-18th century a descendant of this family, Charles 
Gassaway,, owned.,sever.al large .tracts of J.and outside .. of. the ,p-resent town 
of Darnestown. Gassaway•s land was made up of such grants as "Good Will" 
and "Partnership". Tradition states that Gassaway had the original section 
of the Pleasant Hills house built in 1763 with bricks made on the planta
tion by his slaves. According to Farquhar, 'tin the year 1799 Gassaway 

-~ sked for a new pa tent to be made up of sevaral older tra.c ts of land. He 
called this new estate 11 Pleasa.nt Hille 11

• 

At his death in 1816 Gassaway left Pleasant Hills to his son Thomas. 1 
Seven years later Thomas sold the estate to his brother Charles,2 who 
oversaw operation of the plantation until 1829.3 In that year it was 
purchased by James Hawkins Sr. and his son Jtmes Hawkins Jr. The elder 

.l;lawkins eventually sold his share to his son who continued, farming the 
estate. 

James Hawkins Jr. died at age 57 in 1B55,; and PJ:easan:t ·~lla was 
sold at public auction to Hawkins' son-in-law W1111am Offutt in 1863.5 
War disrupted, .ope-ratJ.on of the farm as Union troops from Massachusetts 
were quartered in the house and camped on the grounds. Soon af~r the 
Civil War,John·KelJ.ey agreed to purchased the 272 acre property-.· Pleasant. 
Hills 1s still owned by the Kelley family. 

John Kelley's son J. Thomas Jr., a noted surgeon in Washington, took 
ownership in 1914.7 An east wing had been added around the turn of the 
century and Dr. Kelley added a west wing onto the mansion in 1918. Thomas 
Kelley, Dr. Kelley's son and a judge of the Orphan's Court, became the 
owner in 1941. 

In the early 1970s most of the surrounding farm land was sold off 
to make way for new suburban sprawl. Pleasant Hills, however, is separated 
from the tract homes by a 20 acre lot and today is a showcase among Mont

/"'"""".>mery County mansions. 

(footnotes on Attachment Sheet A) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land and Will Records of Montgomery County, Md. 
Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Homes and History of Montgomery County, 

Maryland. Washington, D.C.: Judd and Detweiler, 1962. 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET lf NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 20.00 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
:;, ,I 

Located 4 miles SW of Route 28, approx. l 
1
m11e NW of Darnestown 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
' ' 0 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE L. ·nouglas Fillak/ 

Candy Reed/ Arch. DesoriptiGn Donald M. Leavitt 
ORGANIZATION DATE·:--

Sugarloaf Regional Trails AUgUSt 1979 
STREET & NUMBER - TEL~PHONE: 

Box 87 926-4510 
STATE CITY OR TOWlll • 

Dickerson 20753 

• }1 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found 1.n the 
Annotaied! Cb'def of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,, · -
1974Supplernent:. 

'rhe. Survey -and Inv:entory are being prepared for information 
and. re..cord __ FlJ.l;'PO:s~s only can:d do.:. not. .constitu,te., any, infringerr 
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
AnnapolisJ Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 



Attachment Sheet A 
Pleasant Hills 

FOOTNOTES: 

M: 24/21 
Magi# 

1 Will Records of Montgomery County, Md. J/453 (12/11/1816). 
2 Land Records of Montgomery County, Md. W/549 (5/9/1823). 
3 Ibid., BS 2/338 (9/27/1829). 
4 Ibid., STS 3/552 (7/9/1848). 
5 Land Records, JGH 9/289 (9/23/1863). 

Judgment Records of Montgomery County, Md. JGH 3/17 (9/13/1858). 
6 Ibid., Bond of Conveyence, EBP 5/320 (4/20/1868). 
7 Ibid., 246/4 (6/11/1914). 
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Resol;~t:i.011 No. 1.0-777 
Introduced: June 11, 1984 
Adopted: June 11., 1984 

COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MAB.YI.AND 
SIT?ING AS A DIS'.tlU:CT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION 

OF THt MA.RYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL DIS!P.ICT 
WI'rli!M MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MAR.YI.AND 

SUBJECT: ~ili~~u ... t ... ~~ ... ~;h,e Aperoved and Adopted Master Plan for F.i~toric 
P:r11u1e~·lli!.tion in M"ut5omery Count;;lre Mar;r,.l~F~ 

Wm?AS,, i:a Sept.limbe:r, 1983, the Montgomery Count:y Plmming Board transmitted 

to the Moutgo"'ery Co1.i11ty Co~"llcil the Final Draft Amendmen.t to the Histcn:ic 

P.reuu1f.tvatiou Matiiter Pln, proposing the addition of several hiSltoric sites for 

inclu$iou iu t:he M:isit~r Pla.u and the removal of several sites from the LoS!E:t:op.~l 

~.:!.and Iadex of H!ft;.o.ric Sltes in Mo~omery County, Marxland; and 

W.H:ER.F..AS, ou December 13, 1983, the Montgomery Co1.inty Cot.m.cil hel('l a public 

hearit',.g wherein oral .t.:a.4 W'.dtteu testimony was received conceruing the FiMl Draft 

Amendment to the Historic :?reservation Master Plan; and 

"'HERE.AS, on May 22 1984, the Couucil Planni:ng 3 Hous:ing tmd Econornd.c 

Development Co~ tte:e re·,1ie~"'ed the Fi!U!l.l. Draft Amendment to the Historic 

P'cese~tion Mil!.st:er Plan and the issues raised at the p1J.blic hearing with the 

Kot:rt1omery Coliut.y Platm.in& Board, staff aud affected parties; and 

WER.r~, the Montgomery County Council re:viewed the recommendations of the 

PLw:ming~ Housi:o.g aud Et:!onomic Development Committee at a worksession held ou June 

ll, 1984. 

NOW$ TIUJUFOU 11 BE IT RE.SOLVED by the County Coun,cil, sitting as a District 

Council for that portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District .within 

Montgomery County, that -

l'he B.:!stor.ic Preservation Master Plan is hereby amended by the 1.uclusiou of 

the follovlt1.g sites and/or resources: 

l. Dickerson Stat~on 

2. Brewer Farm 

3. Bu~sard Farm 



/I~ 

I 

4. Pleasant View Church 12 fl-t:~V-'Jl 

Pleasant Rills 

EL Glen Store and Post Office 

7. Locust Grove I (Map'U.der House) 

llllerslie 

9. Hayt:s Mil,uor 

10. Woodand 

BE .Il' m..THER USOLVED that: the following sites and/or :resources are hereby 

removed from the Locational Atlal!I and I:nde:: of Historic Sites in Montgomery 

,2?unt:ri Malfllaud as uot suitable for regulation under the Historic Preservation 

Ordinance, Chapter 24.A of the Montgomery County C.Ode: 

1 .. Darby/Offutt Fa~m 

2. Fratl.k Higgens (Hoskinson) ffou.l!HI 

3. Rudolph Beall House 

4. Nathanial Clagett 

5. Jones Mouse 

6. 'I'rs.vilah Baptist Church 

1. Greeti.bu;y J'acltson House 
8$ Samuel Ford House 
9. Granger !stat~ (Holton Arms School) 

:a.~: IT FUi.:tHEll USOLVED that. the dec:i.sion ~regarding the proposed deletion of 

th,e S.uauel Riggen.a House and Rai:med-Ea:tth House (Oakmont) from the Location.al 

~s a.t\d. In.du: of .!!!toric Sit:!! in !".ontgomery County, Ma;ylaud~ is hereby 

defe:t'ted. for furtb.Gr rev·iew and consideration by the Council. 

-·-~~ . ~ tb.lee-n A. Fre~dmau, Acting Secretary 
of th<e C®t:itY Council. for 
Moutgam.u.'y County, Ma:.ryland 

2.5 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

M #24-21 

/ 6(}~1-f75Zo~ 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

.. 

ll.' NAME 
.. ·,· .. .. 

. • · .. · .. 

COMMON: 

Pleasant Hills 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Kellev House 
!2; LOCATtON ·····•· ·.: · .... ·······:· .. -:/: < ... -:-: ·:· .·.· . . 

... •·•· 

·.·•· ··•········ 
.··· ....... ·• :•:;:::.<::'·.::· ....... ·.:• . .. ·······:.:·····. •· . ..... 

STREET ANO.NUMBER: 

14800 Dawsonville Road (Rte. 28) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Darnestown 
STATE I COUNTY: 

Marv land Montqomerv 
ll· CLASS!FICATlOM .... ... . :. :. . ........ . ;:._.: .'. / .. ·: .. / ; -~ :: . 

.: '., ········ 
: .. '· , . ..:-:,::;. ... ' '• : . 

:, . 
·'•' .. 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check Ono) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District • Building 0 Public: .Pu-l>lic-Acquisition: • Occup;11d Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure ~ Privote 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restrh:ted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Pruervotion work 0 UntHlfictecl 

in progress If No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or Moro oe Appropriate) 

0 Agriculturol 0 Government 0 Pork ·- 0 Transportation 0 Commeitts 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial • Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military D Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

l+ OWNER OF PR9Pf'UffY · .. 
.·.··· · . 

.. .. ·.· . .// .... •·····.· +::-:•:.': : ::s-:.:::::.:->.,: .. : .. 
', .. ·•·, .. , .... , .. ·•· ~ . . . - . . . . '.:: : .. . . 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Thomas Kelley 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

14800 Dawsonville Road (Rte. 28) 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

D..§..!J)._Ei)~t!;.QW!~L Maryland 
ls~··· ~.htlO!iOF i.EGAL.DESC~tPTlOt-h .. -·:~:i<·.·: /\i.t •· ;;: .·.· ·.:·· ~·.· . . ,H - :A.'• 

COURTHO.USE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETCl 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE 

Rockville Maryland 
Title Reference Qf Curr~n:t Deeg (Bo9k .. & pg_, .. ii . • 

l~t . ~fl~R~$;Ht;\tt0:~ f~ J:XtSTH-tG SURVEY$ , ·:·~.:=)· ::-::.:·: ': ::::.·:·::,;::.::::·{;~:::~?-: FJ).f:~ ··· .. ::·.:.;:::··::· 

TITLE OF' SURVEY: 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
DATE OF' SURVEY: 1936 GI Fed<ttol 0 Stoto 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Library of Conaress 
S'l'R£l:ET ANO NUMBER: 

10 First Street SE ·-CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Washinaton. DC 

PS - 709 
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17· PtSCRi?TION 

"ilf' Excellent 0 Good i-;=:..._ ____ _ 0 Foir 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

,Jllt Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> ~o ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Mov.d Sit' Ori9inol Site 

The house is a two story, brick structure with a five 

bay, main (north) facade. It is laid up in Flemish bond 

with a moulded water table and a string course marking the 

second floor level. The central doorway, with a four-light 

transom, is slightly off-center. The flanking windows are 

9/9 double hung sash. At the second floor, the windows are 

9/6 double hung sash. At either end are flush-gable chimneys. 

The rear facade is identical to the main facade except 

that it lacks a porch. 

A lower, two story wing extends to the west. It has 

a flush-gable chimney and is also laid up in Flemish bond. 

A similar wing also extends to the east. Both a set back from 

the plane of the facade. 
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1a; • S1GHIFICANCE · 

PERIOD (Check Ono. or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pra-Colvmbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC D"TEISI (ltAppllcable andKnown) 

"RE"S OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

Abor i11inol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 En11inaerin11 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Londscope 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

...., 

. 
. . 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

.fl_,_ 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Plonnin11 

0 Reli11ion/Phi. 0 Other (SptJclly) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

. 

• ,_. 



[lO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA .. . . ... . ··•·· ..•• ~.··· .... • .··. 
~-.-~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~4, . ..;......_··~·~-~_...~~~::::-c:-:-:-,-....__ ....... ~~----""""--"'---"'"-~~ 

LATITUDE ANO 1..0NGITUOE COORDINATES l..ATITUOE AND l..ONGITUOE COOROIN.ATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~~~·-r~~~~~~--~~--.~~~~~~~~~--1Rr-~~~~~~O-F~l..-E_s_s~T-H,A_N_,;;T~E~N~A~C~R~E~S:._ __ ~~~~4 
CORNER 1..ATITUDE LONGITUDE L.AT1TUDE - .r LONGITUDE 

De11rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.nds 
NW " " 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

C'hri,... 

I
OATE 

22 May 74 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 

'

STATE 

Maryland I CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Spring 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 
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18K2, to Annie 8. Hallowell, <laughter of Jmncs 
R IT:illowcll of Ouk Grovt', the widow of Remus r Hig~s TIIO\'Cd to the :\fac1iso11 lloni;c in the \·il
htg-1•, wlll'l'C Hhc die<l i11 18D3. Willimu C. Riggs 
n•sidc•1l at the oltl bon1cstcad for a number of 
y(•ar~ before retiring to Jive at Brookeville. Ile 

died in J!)l)G in au acci1lt•nt, Ullll wns the 111:-t of 
l1is family to lw hul'icd at PIPasnut Hill. 'l'hc 
property pnsst•d to his daughters, }1'lorcncc arnl 
~lm·gurl't, who :-:old it iu l!ll:J to :\fr. aud :\{n.;. 
Austin 'l'. Powell, whu:-;c heirs :-;old ton corpora
l ion O\\'lll'l' lll H)(il. 

Pleasant Hills 

);(l , >;Ii F-5 PHOH.\BLY DY ,\ GASSAWAY (',\. :\.L.\Di HECTIOX li6.5 E.\ST \\'I~Ci .JOH~ T. KEf,LEY 
C'.\. 1000 \\'El:)T WDIO Dll. JOH:\ T. rmu.EY, 11)18 AT.L UJUC'l\ 

' . \ : TH~ oltl ~nying, '''n1ut 's inn 11nmcT 11 is 
<'mp11utically answored when one tmrveys 

· lhc i-;unoun<lings an1l iuspt•cts the interior 
. or tlti~ charming Colouial brick bousC'. 'l'hc 

Hmil1 part of it llas stoo1l in its quiet clig·nity for 
lH':t rly 200 year~, surn·yin~ its rolliug hills. 
dak•s ~rncl meadows. It was no douht huilt ahout 

1 li<i:{-17()5 ns its dotnils of constrnctio11, together 
with oth<.'r t•vidcuce, indicntc that it belougNl 
to that period. 

'l'lic umuc was given to I he plantation in 17!>9 
h~· ( 'hnl'lcs Gas~nway, who n!"ked for a ucw 

·11l'nt fo1· about 1700 acres, to be mndc up of 

pnl'ts of l'lCYernl fract~, including Good Will, 
Partncr::ihip, mtd others. 

Plcn~nnt Hills hns been the home of the Kel
ley fmuily shire 1864. ''1wn .John 'l'. Kelk·~· 
1110Ycc1 into tbc home, 11 is son. ,J. Thomn'I Kc llcy, 
Jr., was 1m iut'auf. This sou h1•ranH' an cmi1w11t 
surgeon of "\Vasltinglo11, was l1ale and hearty nt 
83 in 1950 aml the writt•i· hntl the plcnsurc of n 
loug- \'i.Sit with him to look cwt.•1· the home ntul if,.. 
s n r 1·om1 cl iug-s. 

Dr. J. Tho11rns Kcllc•y ohlaiucd his mcdit•al 
tlt•gn~c in 18!10 from Columhi:m College, now 
George \\'nsl1i11glo11 Univcrsi1y, an<l iu w;;o 
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maintained an office in the same building on 15th Paul Merrill Kelley lives at the home with his 
Street, where he had been located for fifty-two mother· and is in business in the county, at 
years. He married Virginia L. Ogden in Lon- Germantown. 
don, England, in September, 1896. He had been The daughter of the family is Elizabeth 
actively interested in county affairs for many Louise Kelley, a graduate of Middlebury Col
years, maintaining his residence in ·w ashington. lege, now taking advanced study at the Graduate 
Dr. John Thomas Kelley died August 1, 1953. School of the University of Pennsylvania. 

The first members of this family came from Thomas C. Kelley, an active lawyer of Rock-
England in 1690 and settled near Towson, Balti- ville, was Judge of the Orphans Court from 
more County. There is an old family residence 1934 ,to 1938, and was a member of the first 
still standing there and a burial plot with mark- County Council elected in 1948 under the 
ers. Other owners of Pleasant Hills were Dr. Charter movement. In 1951 he was appointed 
Ke1ley's father, John T. Kelley, who acquired Chairman of the Upper Montgomery County 
the place which then contained 272 acres from Planning Commission. , 
trustees for the children of James Hawkins, Jr., The main central section of the manor ltouHe 
in 1864. Before that in reverse, the owners were fronting north is the original i-;tructuro, dating 
James Hawkins, Jr., 1848; then James Hawkins, from about 1763-1765, and is built of rC'd brick 
Sr., who acquired the place from Charles Gassa- with Flemish bond ·walls. It is of a plan and 
way in 1839. He received it from his brother has details typical of other Maryland arnl Vir
Thomas Gassaway in 1823. ginia manor houses of the Colonial period. 

The Gassaways have long been prominent in \Vhen the Kelleys came to the farm in 1864, 
Montgomery County. 'vVe find other areas of they were told that the house was at least 100 
the state represented by Nicholas Gassaway, years old. 
who was among the troops in the Revolution. It is believed that the bricks in the original 
Major John was one of the members of the main structure were made nearby. The wings 

, S,ociety of Cincinnati, and a Thomas Gassaway on each side are symmetrical and are of carefully 
was in the House of Burgesses in 1739; selected brick, laid up in Flemish bon<l, to so 

One of the neighbors, in the rear and to the . well match the main structure that it is difficult 
south of Pleasant Hills, was Major George to ·detect any difference. The east wing 'Nas 
Peter, resident of the county for over fifty added by Dr. Kelley's father before 1900, and 
years, whose home was "Montanverde." Some- Dr. Kelley added the other wing in mm. Many 
time before his death in 1861, he donated a log of the bricks used in each were taken from ol~l 
church building, which stood for many years on slave quarters on the farm. 
the. Kelley farm near the entrance on the To the left of the hall in the main house is a 
Darnestown road. Dr. Kelley remembers at- dining room, with a living room in front of it, 
tending services there when: a young man. each. with a fireplace; and on the right of the 

Some years ago, Dr. Kelley acquired an ad~ main hall is an office, and behind that, a parlor, 
joining farm of 268 acres, making the total , each with a :fireplace; and a bathroom flanks the 
acreage at present 540 acres, and in 1941 he) parlor. 
transferred the place fully equipped for efficient _The second floor has six r,ooms, two of them 
farming operations, to his son, Thomas C. Kel- w1_th fireplaces; and there _are two baths. The 
ley who married Catharine Merrill. The late tlnrd floor has been made mto one large room, 
J l;(lge Kelley and Mrs. Kelley had four chil- an~ a bathroom has been added. Typical cha~r 
d J h Tl 1-r 11 III h . 'f rails are along the walls of three of the mam 

ren: . 0 11 . 10n;-as ·:--e ey ' w ose wi e was rooms on the first floor. The doors have six 
Patricia Baileyt hves ma separ~te house on the panels and old pine floors are in fine condition in 
place, n~ar the manor house: I_Ie is the far~er of .. the original structure. , 
the family, vvho operat.ed a dau! far~ until two Judge Thomas C. Kelley died on April 18, 
years ago, when the dairy was d1scontmued. The 1961. But the big farm is being well cared for by 
fields are now in grass, for grazing Hereford one of his· ~ons, and the mother .remains in the 
cattle. old hoµie. 
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Associated for more than 100 years with the Magruder family, prominent in 
the eady history of the State and County. 

Farm cultivated as early as 1734, reclaimed in the mid-1800's by Otho 
Magruder, an early proponent of agricultural innovation in the County. 

Pleasant View Church 112 (p. 10) 

19th Century vernacular rural black church with unusual truncated steeple. 

The three acre parcel includes a cemetary, privy and the Quince Orchard 
Negro Schoolhouse built c. 1875. The entire parcel should be retaine;d as the 
environmental setting. 

Pi~tHU~ 
Built circa 176.3--Flne example of Georgian brick construction and one of the 
oldest brick homes in the County. 

Originally associated with the Gassaway family early settlers in the Dames
town area of the county. 

To preserve the integrity of this site any development that occurs on the 
property should be effectively clustered away from the main house. 

Glen Store and Post Office (p. 12) 

Built circa 1899-Good example of a rural, turn-of-the-century combined 
residential/ t."'Ommercial structure. 

Rural Victorian design which is the last remnant of the historic Glen 
community. 

The Approved and Adopted Master Plan for the Potomac Subregion recom~· 
mends improvement of South Glen Road to a primary street. If and when the 
road is widened, this amendment recommends the center line be shifted to the 
east in the vicinity of the store so the improvement does not adversely affect 
the store and the historic relationship of the site to the roadway can be 
retained. 

Locust Grove I (Magruder House) (p. 13) 

Built circa 1773--0riginal Federal style brick residence; remodeled circa 1895 
in the Victorian style. 

Associated with Samuel Wade Magruder, a patriot in the American Revolution 
and one of the "founding fathers" .of Montgomery County. 

The boyhcv,,)d home of William Wurt 1 well-known author and lawyer who served 
as the Attorney General of the United States from 1817 to 1829 under the 
presidencies of James Monroe and John Quim:.y Adams. 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

J7!3 

ACTION TAKEN 

Resources one th h roug seven for placement on the Master Plan 

Resources eight through fift 
criteria for placement and a~:n found not to meet Ordinance 
Locational Atlas recommended to be removed from 

&. Darby Offut Farm, Site 24/3 
1.5330 Darnestown Rd. 

1. Samuel Higgens House, Site 24/10 
Germantown, MD 20767 

12901 Meadow View Dr. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

9. Frank Higgens (Hoskinson) House, Site 24/9 
1341.5 Darnestown Rd. 

2. Pleasant View Church 112, Site 24/13 
Germantown, MD 20767 

Darnestown Rd. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

10. Rudolph Beall House, Site 24/11 
1.5700 Norman Dr. 

C3.( ' Pleasant Hills, Site 24/fr::> 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

14800 Darnestown Rd. 
Germantown, MD 20767 

11. Nathanial Clagett Farm, Site 24/31 
13611 Deakins Lane 

4. Glen Store and Post Office,Site 29/3 
Germantown, MD 20767 

11.530 S. Glen Rd. 
Potomac, MD 208.54 

12. Jones House, Site 25/7 
Potomac Horse Center --

.5. Locust Grove (Magruder House), Site 29/16 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

7401 Lakeview Or. 
Bethesda, MD 20034 

13. Travilah Baptist Church, Site 2.5/10-2 
12811 Glen Rd. 

~- Ellerslie, Site 29/36 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

9030 Saunders Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20034 

14. Greenbury/Jackson House, Site 29/14 
10220 Kentsdale Dr. 

7. - Brewer Farm, Site 12/38 
Potomac, MD 208.54 

- 20201 Oamestown Rd. 
Beallsville, MD 207.53 

1.5. Samuel Ford House, Site 29/24 
10800 Cripplegate Rd. 
Potomac, MD 208.54 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See c or resp on den ce date d ___ s_e_:_p_t_e_m_b_e_r __ 1_9_, _1_9_8_3 ______ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The following sites are recommended for inclusion in Chapter 4 
of the Master Plan: 

M: 12/21-1 
M: 12/38 
M: 22/7 

d~· 24/13 
24£'.'.21 ~ 

M: 29/3 
M: 29/16 
M: 29/36 
M: 35/10 
M: 35/12 

The Planning 
placement on 

M: 35/2 4 

Dickerson Station 
Brewer Farm 
Bussard Farm 
Pleasant View Church #2 
Pleasant Hills 
Glen Store and Post Office 
Locust Grove I (Magruder House) 
Ellerslie 
Hayes Manor 
Woodend 

Board did not find the followipg site warranted 
the Master Plan as an individual site: 

Reading House 
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NAME "\...~AS.A~\ tt ll ... t....S 

LOCATION 'R-t, ?-~ DA"-NES\ovvN )"-d, 

FACADE N 

PHr)To TAKEN r/~:1./71.f k \)\A/YER 





NAME Pt.elf SlfNr #~~S 

LOCATION ~ 28' /M~WN, /llcl 

FACADE N 

PHOTO TAKEN S/z:z../'JI/ ttbtNV~ 





NAME 

LOCATION 

FACADE 

f'UASllNT HILLS 

R+ 28' /)ll~LSToWN, ltlcJ.. 

s 
PHOTO TAKEN S-/tz-/7'1 /lfiJINYH!. 


