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CAPSULE SUMMARY
FOR
OFFUTT FARM/WOODBYRNE

14625 SENECA ROAD, DARNESTOWN

Montgomery County Survey Prefix & Site Number: M-24/30
Approximate Building Date: 1908, altered 1941
Town or Vicinity in which Resource is Located: Darnestown

Access: Private

The Offutt House has a side gable, telescope form built in
three main sections. The oldest section of the Offutt house was
. built by James Howard Offutt, Jr. about 1908. After purchasing
the property in 1941, John Sumner Wood and Peggy Angel Wood
remodeled the house. The main block and center section are frame
with narrow German (drop) siding and Seneca sandstone foundation,
while the end section is brick. Outbuildings include a large
bank barn, equipment barn, tenant house, and carport. This
resource has some historical significance for its association
with the Offutt family, but it has been dramatically altered by
numerous changes made after it was sold out of the family in the

early 20th century.
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Offutt Farm

and/or common Woodbyrne

2. Location

street & number 14625 Seneca Road ____ not for publication

city, town Darnestown — vicinity of congressional district 8

state MD county Montgomery

- - -

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district- — public occupied —_ agriculture —___ museum

:ﬁ building(s) ~~ private — . unoccupied - commercial —__park

— structure _ both — work in progress __ educational ~+ private residence

—__site Public Acquisition Agcessible —__ entertainment religious
~—— object ____inprocess yes: restricted —_government scientific

—— being considered —yes: unrestricted —_ industrial transportation
not applicable __ no —__ military ___other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Richard W. & Patricia M. Barrow
street&number 14625 Seneca v telephone no.: (301)977"6303
' city, town Germantown state and zip code MP 20874

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 7073
street & number 51 Monroe Street folio 769
city, town Rockville state @ MD

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title Montgomery County Locational Atlas of Historic Sites

date 1976 —federal ___state ___county ___ local

PN

pository for survey records M-NCPPC

city, town Silver Spring state MD




7. Description Survey No. pf

Condition Check one Check one
— excellent —— deteriorated unaltered — original site

good —_ruins 1 altered —___moved date of move
— fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Offutt house, situated at the end of a long driveway lined
with large trees, has largely retained its setting of open fields and
woods, in spite of nearby developments. Outbuildings include a large
bank barn, equipment barn, tenant house, and carport.

House

The Offutt House has a side gable, telescope form built in three
main sections. The main block and center section are frame with nar-
row German (drop) siding and Seneca sandstone foundation, while the
end section is brick. The roof on all sections is composition shin-
gle. Most windows are six over six sash with louvered shutters and
projecting sills.

The north elevation of the main section is a two story tall and
four bays wide. A Classical Revival entrance in the third bay has a
paneled door surmounted by a tracery fanlight and flanked by four
light transoms, and the whole is sheltered by a one story, one bay
portico with arched ceiling and paired square columns. Six over six
sash windows are located in remaining bays of the first and second
stories. The north facade of the center section is two bays wide,
with paired six over six sash on the first story and two separate six
over six sash on the second story. A brick interior ridge chimney is
located on the west end of the center section. The brick section has
two wide bays with multipane windows on the first story with shut-
tered windows above.

On the south facade, a two story ell extends to the rear from
the west end of the main block. The first and second story consist
of a three part bay window, the whole of which is terminated by a
gable roof with cornice returns. A pair of French doors with single
light sidelights is located on the first story in the eastmost bay.
The south roof slope of the brick section is longer than the north
slope. A shed roof wall dormer extending across the center section
and part of the brick section has paired sliding glass doors.

A one story, glass-enclosed porch extending across the width of
the east gable end of the main block has a flat roof whose perimeter
is defined by a wooden balustrade. A large brick exterior chimney
is located on the east gable end which is flanked by a shuttered win-
dow on the south bay and a glazed door in the north bay. Quarter
round tracery windows flank the chimney in the gable.

(Contiﬁued)
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Alterations

The type of Classical Revival portico found on the north facade
was popular in the 1930s and may date as late as 1941 when the prop-
erty was purchased by John Sumner Wood. This doorway is very similar
to the replacement door found on the Black Rock Miller’s House
(Resource 24/5). The original house may well have originally faced
south, judging by the Colonial Revival wing which faces this facade.
The brick section was constructed in 1941 or shortly thereafter.
Windows and doors were replaced with new ones on each facade of the
house. Open porches with trellis shed roofs were constructed by the
current owner on the rear and west facades.

OQutbuildings

A modern, two bay carport with cedar shake roof stands immedi-
ately west of the house. Further west, across a fenced-in field, is
a one and one half story, three by two bay, Cape Cod style tenant
house. The structure has a composition shingle roof, asbestos shin-
gle siding and concrete block foundation. An interior ridge chimney
is located off center.

Further south is a long, gable front equipment shed with central
opening which has been modified to accommodate horses by the con-
struction of concrete block section on the east side, under the gable
roof. The roof is standing seam metal, while the walls are covered
with wide board siding. A brick flue chimney is located on the exte-
rior of the east side. A shed roof addition is built along the west
side, accessed by a pair of sliding doors on the south.

Opposite the equipment shed and facing north is a large gable
roof bank barn covered with narrow vertical wood siding. The roof is
raised seam metal and foundation is Seneca sandstone. Entrance is
through large sliding doors on the north elevation of diagonal wood
siding. A square window in each of the doors is covered by a solid
wood panel.

No evidence was found of either the log cabin said to have stood
near the present house, nor the family cemetery containing at least
three to nine graves which was located near the cabin.




8. Significance Survey No. M 24-30

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeclogy-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture_____ religion
—— 1400-1499 archeology-historic ____conservation — law —_ science
" 15001599 agriculture —— economics — literature — sculpture
— 1600-1699 architecture — education — military — social/
1700-1799 ____ art —__engineering — music humanitarian
i 1800-1899 ____ commerce —_ expioration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ — communications —industry — politics/government  ____ transportation
___ invention — other (specify)
Specific dates c.1908, 1941 Builder/Architect Unknown.
check: Applicable Criteria: __A )5_]3 _C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _ D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geﬁ\eral statement of history and
support. k '

Summary: This resource has some historical significance for its
association with the Offutt family, however, it has been dramatically
altered by numerous changes made after it was sold out of the family
in the early 20th century.

The oldest section of the Offutt house was built by James Howard
Offutt, Jr. about 1908. Offutt was a bachelor until 1904, when, at
" the age of 62 he married Bessie Beall, the 19 year old daughter of
~~ Reverdy Beall, a dentist in Darnestown. Before this house was con-
structed, the couple lived in a log cabin located nearby which had
been constructed by the senior James Howard Offutt ¢l1825-1830, when
he had purchased the 231 acre farm.

James Howard Jr. had owned the property since 1880, when he
bought it for $2108.90.

The Offutts had a son, James Reverdy Offutt, born in 1914. When
James Howard retired from farming, the family leased the farm and
moved to Darnestown. In 1929, James and Bessie built a bungalow
there where they lived until James died in 1935, at the age of 93.
Two years later, Bessie and her son sold the farm.

After purchasing the property in 1941, John Sumner Wood and
Peggy Angel Wood remodeled the house. The Woods subdivided the prop-
erty, calling the development Woodbyrne Farms and creating an eight
acre parcel around the house and outbuildings.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey’No.ﬁ4v24_30
See Attached Sheet
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 8.13
Quadrangie name Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
B
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
name/title Olarya T ica Casxracchg
organization M-NCDRC date May 1994
street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone (301)495-4570
city or town state MD

Silver Spring

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to:

Shaw House
21 State Ci

269-2438

Maryland Historical Trust

, Maryland 21401

MARYLAND HIST!

HISTORICAL TRUST
DHCP/DHCD

100 COMMUNITY PLACE

CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023

5147600 N

PS-2746
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Preservation Planning Data
a. Geographic Organization: Piedmont

b. Chronological/Developmental Period:
Industrial /Urban Dominance - A.D. 1870-1930

c. Historic Period Themes:
Agriculture
Architecture

d. Resource Type:

Category: Buildings, Sites

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function: Farmhouse/Outbuildings
Use: Residential, Agricultural

Chain of Title

1828 Lemuel Offutt acquired all property formerly owned by Zadock
Jones (Deed BS 2:88)

1880 James H Offutt acquired 231 3/4 acres of Springfield tract for
$2108.90. Formerly owned by Lemuel Offutt, now deceased.

1935 James H Offutt died July 4, 1935. (Will HGC 11:123)

1937 Bessie C Offutt remarried to James A Broome; and son James
Reverdy Offutt and wife M. Rebecca Offutt sold property in 1937 to
Raymond J. and Alice M Davis, 231 3/4 acres (Deed 664:180)

1941 John Sumner Wood and Peggy Angel Wood (Deed 815:180)

by 1968 Wood subdivided property (Woodbyrne Farms, Plat Bk 97, Plat
10737) when house with 8.13 acres sold to Thomas R. and Mary Jane
Moffett (Deed 3823:783)

1986 Present owners Richard W. and Patricia M. Barrow. 8.13 acres.
(Deed 7073:769)




Continuation Sheet
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Original log house built by.James Howard Ooffutt, Sr,
c1825-1830. Photograph c1880-19504.
Source: Nancy Houston, private collection.
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Unpublished Sources
Barrow, Patricia. Interview by Lois Snyderman. November 1993.

Deeds, Land Records Office. See chain of title for citations.
(Montgomery County Courthouse)

Dwyer, Michael F. Senior Park Historian. Maryland Historical Trust
Inventory Form, Resource #24-30: 0Old Offutt Farm/Woodbyrne.
5-22-1974. '

Equity Records. See chain of title. (Montgomery County Courthouse)

Houston, Nancy. Photograph of log cabin at Offutt Farm, cl1880-1904.
Photograph collection.

Robinson & Associates. Locational Atlas Historical Survey of 400
Resources, Survey Form, Summer 1989.

Snyderman, Lois. Draft architectural description. Resource #24-30.
February 1994. :

Wills. (Montgomery County Courthouse)

Published Sources

Boyd, T.H.S. The History of Montgomery County, Maryland, From Its
Earliest Settlement in 1650 to 1879. Baltimore: Regional Publishing
Co., 1968 (originally 1879). '

Coleman, Margaret Marshall and Anne Dennis Lewis. Montgomery County:
A Pictorial History. Norfolk/Virginia Beach: Donning Co., 1984.

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. 0ld Homes and History of Montgomery County,
Maryland. Washington, D.C.: Judd & Detweiler, Inc., 1962.

Hiebert, Ray Eldon and Richard K. MacMaster. A Grateful Remembrance:
the Story of Montgomery County, Maryland. Rockville, Maryland:
Montgomery County Government and the Montgomery County Historical
Society, 1976.

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the
County of Montgomery Maryland. Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, 1879.
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Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the
County of Montgomery Maryland. Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, 1879.
(Library of Congress; Rockville Public Library)

Houston, Nancy. “The Offutt Family in Darnestown, ” Darnestown in the
Past column, The Little Acorn. Greater Darnestown Civic Association.
22:1 (March 1987), 1,3.

Kiplinger, Austin H. The How Not To Book of Country Life.
Poolesville, 1973.

Martenet, Simon J. Martenet and Bond’s Map of Montgomery County.
Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1865. (Library of Congress)

McConihe, Margo (Editor). History of Potomac. Potomac Almanac, 1970.
Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland. 1879.

Sween, Jane Chinn. “Darnestown as it Was,” in The Montgomery County
Story, February 1982.

————————————————— . Montgomery County: Two Centuries of Change.
Woodland Hills, Cal: Windsor Publications, Inc., 1984.
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Magi No. 1606565735 ’

DOE  __yes __ no

% e M‘am& ‘{i icate preferred name)

Qld Offutt Farm

— not for publication

COt B " :,s ‘ e : i N st,h* i

Montgomery

i o museum
%WWS) wpagk
. StrUCTUTE —X. private residence
e BitR e teligious |
e, OBpBEL — Scientific
- o transportation
- other:
mailing addresses of all owners)
name Thomas R.
istreet & number 14625 Seneca R&. - B  telephone no.: 948-8776
aiiy,tm&n Dérnestawna Md. tate and zip code 20767
: - g y p e
5. Location of jon
courthouse, registry of deedls, elc. Monteomgry County Courthouse liber 3823
street & number : folio?93
city, town Rogkville gtate M4
ﬂ@pm ' Historical Surveys
- . |
title MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory
date 1976 —federal __x stste __x county —__tocal

pm:taryforsurveyrecwm Park Historian's og
*llice

city. town Rockville state Md.
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DESCRIPTION

M. 24-3¢

/ CONDITION CHECK ONE ?ECK ONE
&
¥_EXCELLENT ~DETERIORATED —NALTERED DRIGINAL SITE
—GOoD ~RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE —
—FAIR ~\JHEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a Classical Revival style of house, probably built
in the early 20th Century. The main (south) facade has four
bays, with the off-center door in the east half of the house.
The door itself has a fanlight transom and sidelights., It is
framed by a pedimented portico, that features an arched ceiling
in the pedimented portico, that features an arched ceiling in
the pediment. Windows are 6/6, and the siding is German. There
are newer brick chimneys at each end wall, and additions have
been added beyond these. A short, two-story wing extends to
the (south) rear. This has a pedimented gable-end that overhangs
a three-sided, bay window.

Outbuildings include a bank barn, on a stone foundation,
and a remodeled, corn/crib/wagon shed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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\Af{achmentoSheet A F4fZV‘30
lEquity #128, 95/364, Montgomery County Judgement Records.
2Montgomery County Commissioners Tax Assesments Books, 1876~1836
3Deed 664/160, Montgomery County Land Records.

%peed 8157180, " "

5Conversation with the present owner, Mary Jane Moffett, 7/83.

6Deed 3823/793, Montgomery County Land Records.
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W ¥24-30

HISTORICAL TRUST  /GOGSEBTZT

- INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BLNAME
HISTORIC
(Old Offutt Farm)

AND/OR COMMON -

- Woodb: vrne

2] LOCATION

STREET & N&JMBER

. , 146257 Seneca Road

mTY.mws. ] A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
A Darnestown S VICINITY OF el S
T STATE"" ; B AL L Tz COUNTY IR RRE R
;_Yland Montgomery
.CLASSIFICATION
cxr&eonv owuensmP i TATUS : PRESENT USE
STRICT -~ _pusuc . . - Moccurien  _AGRICULTURE-. " __ MUSEUM
Meuumiwa®  MprivatE . —UNOCCUPIED -5 . __COMMERCIAL . __PARK
— STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK INPROGRESS .~~~ —_EDUCATIONAL Lomvare Resioenct
SITE . -PUBLIC ACQUISITION " ACCESSIBLE - - ~: - .- _ENTERTAINMENT - _REUGIOUS
- —OBJECT - __m PROCESS - | _YES: RESTRICTED i \_.GOVERNMERT - —SCIENTIFIC
Py —BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED Z_INDUSTRIAL - - __TRANSPORTATION
SRR © Mo o . _MIUTARY _OTHER:
.OWNER OF I’ROPERTY
| NAME.

Thomas R. Moffet’c (Wood fam:.ly")

 STREET & NUMBER

14§g5“5eneca”aoad"*

Telephone #:

CITY. TOWN - .
Darnestown

STATE, Z1p Code

VICSNITY OF

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. .

.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

(Germantown P.O.)

Liber #:
vFoliq £:

STREET & MUIMBER

Montgomery County CourthouSe

. . ciTv.i0wR

STATE

Rockv1lle Marvland
ﬂ REFRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
. TITLE
DATE
__FEDERAL _..STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL
L - DEPOSITORY FOR i

. SURVEY RECORDS -

. CITY.TOWN

STATE




| M2i-30

/ CONDITION B ) " CHECK ONE : cynscx ONE
Y _EXCELLENT —.DETERIORATED ) . UHNALTERED : ORIGINAL SITE -

—.GOOD T T —RUINS ) ‘ MALTERED o —~—MOVED DATE
- _FAR : : —_UNEXPOSED ~ »

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

~ This is a Classical Revival style of house, probably built
in the early 20th Century. The main (south) facade has four
bays, with the off-center door in the east half of the house.
The door itself has a fanlight transom and sidelights. It is
framed by a pedimented portico, that features an arched ceiling -
- in the pedimented portico, that features an arched ceiling in -
the pediment. Windows are 6/6, and the siding is German. There
-~ are newer brick chimneys at each end wall, and additions have ,
.. been added beyond these. A short, two-story wing extends to -
~ the (south) rear. . This has a pedlmented gable-end that'cverhangs
-a three—51ded, bay'w1ndow. s '

Outbulldlngs 1nclude a bank barn, on a stone foundatlon,iigx
»and a remodeled,‘corn/crlb/wagon Shed PR R . 5 SRR

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




ASIGNIFICANCE - | M:2Y-30

PERIOD : . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW -
“TSREHISTORIC ~—ARCHEOQLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING . ~LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—.-400-1499 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION ._LAW ~.SCIENCE -
~.1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE . ECONOMICS ~LITERATURE — SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY _socmﬁngu,;muxamﬂ
—1700-1799 —ART —_ENGINEERING —MUSIC o __THEATER
_¥800-1899 —~COMMERCE : — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT - _PHI LOSOP.HY ’ __TRANSPORTATION
_¥Y1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY | _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT . " .__OTHER ISPECIFY)
. ~INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES . ER BUILDER/ARCHITECT

P STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

e ‘This was the site of Thomas Offutt's farm on the 1865 map,
" and Mary Offutt is shown as living there on 1878 Atlas. Present
.. structure may incorporate part of an. earller building.. This

_is a rare example of neo-colonial style in rural Montgomery

© 'Co. (Similar to "King House" (Magurn) on Berryville Rd.)
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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MA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE’SHEET’IF NECESSARY -
EUGEOGRAPHICALDATA -~ ewei e oo

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - =

LUSTALL STA‘-I:ES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE

coum'{r _': o
STATE S T ‘ ' - couNTY
- §s1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / T!TLE : ;
Mldhael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Elstorlan v -
ORGANIZATION . BEErsS X : DATE
M—NCPPC an ‘ ' © 5/22/74
STREET & NUMBER - - o g ) B e e TELEPHONE
8787 Georqla Ave. } ‘ ' 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN . e STATE ,
Sllver‘Sprlng L _Marviand

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
: Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41 Section 181 XA,
B 1974 Supplement. S

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1nge—
ment of individual property rights.
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