
M: 25-11 

. Name Wesley L. Magruder Farm 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 25/11 

4. Address Glen Road 

3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 14- C-15 

Travilah, Maryland 
5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ownership~p.:..::.r;i~v~a~t~e----~~~--~~----
Public Acquisition.~-N~·-A-• .._~~~~~-
Status unoccupied 
Accessible ___ n_...o~--------~----~------
Present use unoccunied 
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal~_State~County_I._Local~-

Historical Sites Inventory 1976 

6. Date 1859 7. Original Owner: Wesley L. Magruder 

8. Apparent Condition 

b. unaltered 

,,- . Descrintion: This five bay, two & a haL. story T-plan frame house sits on a 
hill overlooking Glen Road and Travilah Road facing east. The house has 
white asbestos shingles. The east porch has a shed roof with a cross gable 
supported by four turned posts with jigsawed brackets. There is a south 
porch with a shed roof. There are two over two double hung windows. In the 
east cross gable there is a Palladian window with stained glass sections 
over two lights. The intersecting gable roof with an east cross gable, has 
red tin covering. 

10. Significance: The Wesley L. Magruder farm is a good example of the building 
tradi b.on ol' the successful 19th century farmer. James Orme marked the 
property, located on two tracts known as "Bell Assize" and "The Resurvey of 
Piney Grove", in 1786. The land (in varying amounts of acreage) changed hands 
several times; and was sold to Wesley Magruder in 184-7 for $1,572. After 
losing his land,12 years later, in 1859,, Magruder bought the same land back 
and constructed the present house. Wesley was far ahead of his time in that 
he obtained a divorce long before it was socially acceptable, and lived un
married with a woman with whom he had seven children all of whom took the 
:Magruder name. Although Wesley deeded his land in 1B6o to John and Walter 
Magruder, Jr. to serve as Trustees of the property for his children, his ' 
family l1ved on the property until his death in 2877. The land remained in 
the Magruder family until 1901, when it was sold to George Linthicum. The 
farm had several different owners, who gradually pared it down to the present 
12 acres owned by M. Josephine Duckett. 

~~. Date researchedApril 1978 Researcher: Pamela Wolf 
Candy Reed -Architectural Descrl'.pU:oi; 

12. Compiler E. · McGuckian 13. Date Compiled 11/78 11.!. Designa cion 

15. Acreage: 12 acres 
(approximate) 

Approval __ 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' 
Architecturally, the Magruder house has several prime points of 1nter~st. 

The rrame construction and use of wood throughout the house reveals an ex.B1,r
t1se 1n dealing with that material. The technigues of building walls, -~~s 
and roof of frame are nc less intricate 4than the elegant Victorian wo~dwork. 
The front door and fireplace mantels arp especially handsome in their jet~il 
and execution. 

Also noteworthy, is the balance and symmetry of the overall design. The 
front facade has an almost Georgian quality with its evenly- spaced bays and 
central emphasis . Beneath the front central gable, the Palladian window Cl! -
colored glass squares adds to the somewhat Georgian appearance. Howeve~: the 
carved detail of the porches and the irregularly gabled roof line give ~ 
building a distinctly Victorian flavor. Although several small modern -
tions have been made to the house, its architectural significance has no en 
greatly altered. Tnese modern ~ntrusions are simply not large enough tq 
change the character or effectiveness of the house. Thus, the Wesley l-- Mi-_ 
gruder House is a building of appealing design~ fine construction, and 
distinctive craftsmanship . 

Situated on a hill overlooking both Glen Road and Travilah Road, th 
Wesley Magruder House is a two-and-a -hal~ story, T- plan, house, with num_~--~ 
additions. Thirty-seven by eighteen feet three and a half inches, tll.e fr 
(east) elevation of the house is five bays wide . The house has bri~'fou 

);ions and wooden framing. The original wooden clapboards have been covere 
asbestos siding . ~11 windows are t\'O over two double hung, and probably 
wooden louvered shutters. There is a graceful wooden porch which ex1i!nds 
across the front (east) ~levation of the house . The porch has a shed.sroor 
with a cross gable above 'it in the roof. • ' 

The house has a gable roof with red tin raised seam covering . The ~oof 
is on a north-south axis . On the east facade the roof is int.ersected by a 
cross gable . There is a Victorian palladian window in the ~hree cro&s gables . 
The upper half of each of the three windows in the palladian composition is 
stained glass. On the north facade two ide~tical gable ends are visible.Both 
have boxed eaves and a simple cornice . 

The original floor plan of the house involved two rooms, one on the north 
east and the other on the southeast flanking a central hall and stairway On 
the southwest is a room whose function is uncertain . It is possible that this 
was either the kitchen or diningroom . To the northwest is a kitchen. There 
are two small modern porc~s to . the north and east of the kitchen. Another 
porcb extends along the south face or ~he sou~hwest room. • 

Also on the property are several out buildings -- a barn, chicken ho.Ji.Be 
and stables. The area surrounding the Wesley Magruder is presentlY. bein~ • 
developed . The pasture lots to the north and to the south are undergoing 
two•acre lot construction. 

• 

" 
' 

, ,. ;. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

"~ PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.PREHfSTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

~GRICULTURI; 
XARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ,X..OTHEA !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1859 BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 
• STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wesley L. Magruder farm is a good example of the building tradi-
tion of the successful 19th century farmer. As suburban sprawl reaches 
.farther outward, the .farm with its cluster of buildings could provide 
a link to the fast-disappearing tradition of another time* 

James Orme was the .first to survey and mark the property. It is 
located on two tracts known as "Bell Assize 11 and 11 Th,e Resurvey of 
Piney Grove 11

• It is furtber identified by a stone marker bearing the 
words 11 James Orme 1786 11

• l 
· This farm land (in varying amounts of acreage) changed hands several 

times: Orme to Thomas Beall in 1787;2 Beall ~o George c. Washington in 
1813; Washington to Samuel Hambleton in 1830; Hambleton to Samuel and 
Robert Freeland in 1835;4 Freeland to Thomas B. Offutt in 1842;5 John 

~ .. -Brewer {as Trustee to settle Of.futt rs debts) to Wesley Magruder in 1847 
.for $1,572. Wesley L. Magruder, who was in the process of getting a 
divorce, failed to comply with the terms of the purchase, and John Brewer, 
acting as trustee, resold the land to Walter Magruder, Jr. in 1849 for 
$1,176. Ten years later, March 1, 1959, Wesley L. Magruder bought the 
same land back from Walter.b Wesley's tax assessments from 1847 to 1859 
provide interesting information but no conclusive date on his place of 
residence; he may have lived in the Walter Magruder household. He owned 
up to 10 slaves, household goods, and livestock, but no information on 
house or buildings is given.7 In the 1850 Census, Wesley is listed with 
Elizabeth V. Mullican, who became his wife, and a !-year old child 
Johathan,Mullican, whom Wesley later refers to as Jonathan Magruder.8 
Thus Wesley is far ahead of his time in that he obtained a divorce long 
before it was socially acceptable,and lived unmarried with a woman who 
conceived his child out of wedlock. They married in 1855 and had seven 
children. 

~ 

On Mareh 2, 1860, a year after his final purchase of the land, 
Wesley deeded his land to John F.D. Magruder and Walter Magruder, to serve 
as Trustees of the property for his children.9 Wesley and his family . · 
lived on the property until his death'. in 1§77''~~10 Then Wesley• s daughter 
Eleanor and her husband Winfield S~Q,~: 11\iifgruder (of a different Magruder 
family) purchased the land from the Trustees: thus, the land remained in 
the family until August 24, 1901,ll when Eleanor and Win.field sold the 
land to George F. Linthicum. Linthicum lived on the farm for several 
years but sold it to Edward S. Hunter in 1909;12 Hunter farmed the land 
until his death in 1917; his four sons who inherited the property sold it 
to James w. Nicol in 1919; Nicol operated a farm there until his death in 
1932; his son sold it to Arthur L. Lowe in 1944;13 Lowe sold the houi~ 
and farm buildings and 131 acres of land to Richard P. Moran in 1955, 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY ) 

{contined on attached sheet A 



M: 25/11 
Magi # 

which was about half of the Wesley L. Magruder• s original aereage. Moran 
further subdivided the land a year later in 1956 when he sold the farmstead 
on a 25-acre plo~ to Richard B. Duckett and his wife Mary Josephine, the 
current owners.15 

The first written record of the existence and location of the Magruder 
house appears in the Sentinel on Dec. 9, 1859. An advertisement offers for 
sale the 11farm of Wesley L. Magruder 11

, 258 acres including dwelling house
16 kitchen, barn, meat house, stable and tobacco houses --- all nearly newn. 

Other buildings of undetermined dates are on the property: the tenant house, 
shed, 3 barns, small animal shed and chicken coop. Further buildings on 
the farm were built in recent years. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

.,,,,..- 9. 
,lO. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

Land Records of Montgomery County, JGN 8, Folio 44 
Ibid, Liber C, Folio 542 
Ibid, Liber BS4, Folio 156 
Ibid, Liber BS7, Folio 386 
Ibid, BSll, Folio 87 
Ibid, JGH 7, Folio 260 
Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records, 1847, District 4 
Montgomery County, Maryland, District 4 
Montgomery County, JGN 8, Folio 44 
Montgomery County Orphan Court Recrods, Docket 5, Folio 86 
Land Records, TD 17, Folio 421 
Ibid, Liber 202, Folio 152 
Ibid, Liber 933, Folio 180 
Ibid, Liber 2066, Folio 232 
Ibid, Liber 2246, Folio 274 
Montgomery County Sentinel, December 9, 1859. 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See Attachment Sheet B 

CONTlNUE ON SEI?AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 12 ac:p.gs ( A_pproximate) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property is "bounded by Glen Road to the south with a long t mile 
drive leading -to the house and outbuildings. The eastern property line 
extends about 200 feet east of the tenant house, just short of the 
large dairy barn. The large pasture space extending north of the 
buildings about one mile forms the northern boundary. The western 
boundary line lies about 200 feet west of the indoor riding ring. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 

P~:mela J. Wolf and Sally Dilonardo 
Candy Reed - Architectural Desc::dptipli NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Re~ional Trails April 27, 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 -
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: SUGARLOAF REG:ONAL TRAILS 
Box 87, Stronghold 

Dickerson, Md- 207:J3 
(301) 926-451Cl 

PS· 1108 



Attachment Sheet B 

/- BIBLIOOMPHX M: 25/11 
Magi # 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Land Records of Montgomery County 
Orphans Court Records of Montgomery County 
Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records 
Montgomery County Sentinel, Dec. 9, 1859 and August 17, 1877. 
Martenet, Simon J. The Martinet and Bond Ma~ of Montgomery County, 

M@ryland 1865. Baltimore: By the Author, South Street, 1865. 
Hopkins, G.H. The Hopkins Atlas 1878. Philadelphia: By the Author, 

320 Walnut Street, 1879. 
Bowman, Tressie Nash. MQntgomery County. Maryland Marriages 1796-1850. 

Rockville, Maryland: By the Author, 2966. 
P t a d io ra hi al R o d o h 6 C · D r , 

1VJarylang. New York City: Chapman Publishing Company, (1S98 . 
Rockville, Maryland. Montgomery County Historical Society, 11Magruder 

Family Genealogy 11 
• 

Glassie, Henry. Pattern in tne Material Folk Culture of th~ East~rn 
United States. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1968. 

Interviews: Allen Duckett, April 5, 1978 
M. Josephine Duckett, March 20, 1978 
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R. B. Duckett 
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17. PeSCRtrTtON. ·. ' 

~Good 1------------
(Check One) 

0 Excellent O Fair 
CONDITION 

~Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRE$ENT > ~o ORIGINAL (It known) PHV.SICAL APPEARANCE: 

}{~// 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Sit• 

The house is a two story, frame structure built on an 

L-plan. The facade is five bays with a central doorway with 

transom light. There is a central gable with a three part 

window. There i_s a BQ:t:ch with bracketed posts, running 

across the facade. Part of the rear ell is older than the 

present main block. "' 

There are a number of outbuildings, some old. 
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