
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Harris House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Travilah Rd. 

city, town 
Potomac _ vicinity of 

state 
~HH!o1. liiHiU1 

county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
_district- __ public -X- occupied 
_ bulldlrig(s) _x__ private ~ unoccupied 
__ structure __ both· __ work in progress 
__ site Public Acquisition Accessible 

object __ in process _yes: restricted 
__ being considered _yes: unrestricted 
~-not applicable ~no 

Survey No~ 25_13 

Magi No· 16 O 6 7 15 6 0 4 

DOE __yes no 

__ not for publication 

6th congressional district 

ll491ii1 ~" QillQi!IO" 

Present Use 
_agriculture __ museum 
_commercial __ park 
_ educational _x__ private residence 
_entertainment __ religious 
_ government __ scientific 
_ industrial __ transportation 
_military __ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Roger E. & Jane H. Thayer 

street & number 13200 Glen Rd. telephone no.: 

city, town 
Gaithersburg state anq zip code Maryland 

5. Location o,f Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mrmtgmnf'ry County Court Hons_e__ _______ l-'i"-be-=r;__;4:r...z,_,8..,,4:i:__ __ _ 

street & number folio 426 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title MNCPPC H.istoric Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _ federal _x__ state __x_ county __ local 

-· posltory for survey records Park Historian's Office 

~lty, town Rockville state Maryland 
---~~----------------------~·-----~ 



II DESCRIPTION 

-fEXCELLENT 

~GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

bLTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a two-story, frame structure with a four-bay, main 
(south) facade. The west bay is a semi-hexagonal bay. There 
is a central facade gable. The internal south-end chimney is 
of a size for small fireplaces. The frieze and boxed cornice 
are returned in the gable ends. A one-story porch extends across 
the facade and around the east side. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



------~--· - • ··- ,_ .. - -~- ,~-;···-"-T""~ 

, .;,_.,;,,,,;_,~~Jlf,J,;:tb~· ~?>f.JIM.'->''1;1;.1*'"{""·'''" ';;, .. ,,g_,_,.,...,li!Jl" F;o,("'WM« '\ ., 

;~t? Significance survey No. · · ff'a'S~/3 
""''·.:... ...;.:::...;;;..:=.;;;.,;;..;;;.;;...;;...;;;;~-.;;....;---------------------.....:.~;.:.;;.m&..\11;;.... 

if?;! :iid Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation -- law ·--science 

-soO-J599 --.-agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
000-1699 

-- 1700-1799 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 

- 1800-1899 __ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
-- 1900- -- communications -- industry -- politics/government -- transpo~atlon 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

}eeific dates Builder/ Architect 

eek: Applicable C:dteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

epare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gerleral statement of history and 
pport. \ 

The.Harris house is significant as an example of vernacular architecture 
typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the mid-nineteenth through 
the early twentiehh centuries. ·The house is believed to have been built by 
Sarah V. Hughes about 1880.1 The land on which the house sat consisted of ap
proximately 172 1/4 acres of land tracts referred to as "Paris" and "Boyleston's 
Discovery." It was part of the estate of William Harris, deceased, which was 
divided up and sold by his wife, Mary, and his children, after his death.2 

/'"' i • 

In July of 1910, Sarah and her husband, Benjamin, sold the house to Pres-
ton and Fedelia Snyder.3 Preston died in April of 1967, willing the property 
to his daughter, Carol W. Snyder. The property was described as a farm of 
85.6 acres improved by a frame farmhouse with seven rooms, two baths, a screened 
porch, open porch and a modern kitchen. Also on the property were three tenant 
houses, consisting of four rooms and a bath each, and a hay barn.4 Carol Sny
der owned the house until May of 1976 when she sold it to the present owners, 
Roger and Jane Thayer.5 

1
The date given is based on the date that Sarah purchased the land as given 

in the grantor index~· 
2Equity #106-1865, EBP 3/214, Mont. Co. Judgement Records. 
3need 214/162, Mont. Co. Land Records. 
4Will #16814, Mont. Co. Register of Wills. 
Sneed 4784/426, Mont. Co. Land Records. 



,.,-. --., 

Mont. Co. Land Records 
Mont. Co. Register of Wills 
Mont. Co. Judgement Records 

------------"'!""9~-----------------------------"--~--~---------------------~------
i o. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property _5_1_._2_5_a_c_r_e_s __ _ 

Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

~lTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ft Lt_J I I I I I I I I I 0 W I I 1 I J I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

·c LLJ l.__l~--1 I 1 I ol.tJ I I I I I I 
E LJ_J I I I LL . ..._I ------ F Li_JI ..._ ...... I ......_... .............. I I _____ _ 

G LLJ I I I I I I HL.i_j I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping ~date or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

~1. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine Crawford 

organization M.C. Hist. Preservation Commission date 10/82 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement . 

. The st.rrvey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
· ~eco.rd purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis~ Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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M~5-8 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST.WORKSHEET 

~ NOMINATION FORM 
t'or the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

. ' 

% 

0 

· .. .· 
·. . . 

COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Harris House 
(2. LOCATION · .. / / 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Travilah Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Potomac 
STATE 

Maryland 
13· >CLASSlFICATION ·. " .. · ··•.··• ·· . •.•· · .. 

0 
0 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

District J8( Building 

Site 0 Structure 

EJ 
81 

····· •. 

PubJic 

Private 

COUNTY: 

. · ... " .. 

OWNERSHIP 

··P"'1>1re: A.::,"'1i•·i,tJom. 

D In Process 

Montgomery 

STATUS 

8' Oeci>p1wc 

0 Unoccupied 

.·• ·•·· : ...... •· 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 PreHrvation work 0 Unrestricted 

t

u PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainmont 

z t4, ·•·OWNER QF f>ROPSRTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

0 Govornment 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

P. L. Snyder 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

tn Cl TY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ET'C: 

0 Pork 

18[ Private Residence 

0 R•ligious 

0 Scientific 

·, .· :-. ',~·.: >_,;: :' ··-<· .::::·.:· ·-·. 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 

Title R~fere11ce Qf Current Pee<i 
TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

None 
DA.TE OF SURllEY: 0 Federal 
bEPOSl.TORY FOR SURVEY RECOROSr 

- STR!lCET ANO NUMBE:R: 

CITY OR TOWN1 

I STATE: 

In progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speclly) 

!
STATE 

Maryland 

0 Stole 0 County 

81 No 

0 Comments 

0 Local 

/ 
cl 

PS - 709 



'~ 

·.· / 

~Good --------- 0 Fair 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

~Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE' PRESENT~ ~o ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEA~ANCE 

0 Ruins • 0 ·Une~poHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved B Ori9inol Site 

The house is a two story, frame structure with a 

four bay, main (south) facade. The west bay is a semi-

hexagonal bay. There is a central facade gable. The internal 

south end chimney is of a size for small fireplaces. The 

frieze and boxed cornice are returned in the gable ends. A 

one story porch extends across the facade and around the 

east side. 
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... 
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::::> 

% 

w 
w 

Uh S:tG'°*tF~CAn CE . . :·,,/: · .. 
·• .·· ./. •::· " ·::. 

PERIOO (Chock Ono or Moro•• Appropriate) 

0 Pro-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 l 5th Century 0 17th c.:ntury 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (11 Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More·•• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Londscope 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

' 
::· ·: .. .. :: :.: ·•. 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

J;8. 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urbon Planning 

0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio 1/Humon-

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Tronsportation 



.,,.. .. 
-~·:'JoR 'SlBLIOGRAPHICAl. REFERENCES ::<::;:::::~- ., ......... . .... .. """' :.·· 

.......... 

"\ 

[10~ Ct::~RAPHICAL DATA ..... 
·:, 

: '•·-: . 

':f L.ATITUOE AND L.ONGITUOE COORDINATES ·-L.AT1TUDE AND 1..0NGITUDE COOROINATES 

OEFINING A RECTANGL.E 1-0CATING THE.PROPERTY 0 OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

- R OF· L.ESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER 1..ATITUDE L.ONGITUOE L.ATITUOE L.ONGITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 ' . 
NE 0 ' . 0 . . 
SE 0 ' . 0 ' . 
c;w 0 ' . 0 ' . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 
! 

i 

I 

flt. .·FORM PREPARED SY ··.· :·•"·:·.· .··.<.·.A<:-.•·"·"''·"·· ... :•: .............. ....... .. .. 

······· 
NAME ANO TITl..E: 

Christopher Owens, Sr. Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

IOATE 

M-NCPPC 28 Feb 75 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE I Silver Sprinq Marv land 

f™ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
- -
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NAME 

LOCATION 

FACADE 

PHOTO TAKEN 

H~ -a.5-1.3 

N. ~ trUl/IU#H Bl NIM ~IVll Al 7%1W1(.A"" .IJld. 

s 
2./zr{ls' flJDWYM 


