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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Watts Branch, near River Road 
CITY OR .TOWN• 

Potomac 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Chee.Ir One) 

Q District 

ffi Site · 
0 Building 

0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 .Public 

D/Privot9 

~ Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultunrl q Govern~ment 

0 Comnwrc:ial 0 Industrial 

0 Educational · 0 Military 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 

COUNTY: 

OWNERSHIP 

Public ~qui sition: 

Q In Process 

0 Being Consi<:lerecl 

Parle 

Private Resid,....,.-.,, · 

Religious 

Scientific 

0 

STATUS I ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

0
0 Occupied 0'~::~ic:t..O 

Unoccupied 

0 Prnenootion work 0 UMestTicted 

in pro11ress 0 No 

Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Other (Spec:Jt,) 

National Park Service-Deo't. of the Interior 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Washington, D.C. 
J4Qf4*4t9¥::9;FK!#;$1:tif P~$¢'~J~-TtPf¥ F "' .. ·· -<········-·. 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montgome Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federol 0 Stote 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

. STR'E:ET ANO NUMBE:R: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS-709 
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0 Good 0 Foir 0 D!ttariorated 0 Exi;ellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Altered · 0 Unchered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINA.L (if kno""') PHYSICAi.. 4PPEARANCE 

The ruins lie near the mouth of Watts Branch, on the 
south side of River Road. The race is visible both north 
and south of River Road, however. It has been filled in 
and cut in several places. The low area to the north pro
bably contained the mill pond at one time. 

The actual mill ruins include a depression in the 
ground that may have been a wheel pit. Stone foundation 
visible. Stone piers nearby hint that there was a saw mill 
here also. 
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PERIOD (Check One OT More •• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

A.REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More '""Appropriate) 

Abor i9inal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 En9ineerin9 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Archii.ctu,. 0 Londsc:ape 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Comm.,ce 0 Literature 

0 Communic:otions 0 Militory 

0 Conservation 0 Music: 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

~th C&ntu<y 

[S1 19th Centvry 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Sci enc. 

Sculpture 

Sociol/Humon-

itor-ion 

Theate• 

T ronsportotion 

0 20th Cent-Jt"y 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Sp&clty) 

The mill was one of very few on Watts Branch. It may 
tell us something about this little-researched area prior 
to the C & O Canal days. Maps of 1865 and 1878 refer to 
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it as "Beall' s Old Mill", indicating it had ceased oper- I 
ation by then. However, some old timers claim it stood 

1 
into the 20th Century. The tract was known as "Beallmount', 
and Beall Mountain Rd. is opposite today. One of the OW"Tle1s 
was Col. Upton Beall, who built the house now owned by 
the Mont. Co. Historical Society in Rockville. 
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1) Sugarloaf Regional Trails, research by Lotus Weiss, 1976. 
2) HISTORY OF POTOMAC, by Potomac Almanac (1970). 
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Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 
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STREET ANO NUMBER: 
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