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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ruins lie near the mouth of Watts Branch, on the
south side of River Road. The race is visible both north
and south of River Road, however. It has been filled in
‘and cut in several places. The low area to the north pro-
bably contained the mill pond at one time.

The actual mill ruins include a depression in the
ground that may have been a wheel pit. Stone foundation
visible. Stone piers nearby hint that there was a saw mill
here also.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The mill was one of very few on Watts Branch. t may
"tell us something about this little-~researched area prior
to the C. & O Canal days. Maps of 1865 and 1878 refer to
it as "Beall's Old Mill", indicating it had ceased oper-
ation by then. However, some old timers claim it stood
into the 20th Century. The tract was known as "Beallmount'
and Beall Mountain Rd. is opposite today. One of the ownens
was Col. Upton Beall, who built the house now owned by
the Mont. Co. Historical Society in Rockville.
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1) Sugarloaf Regional Trails, research by Lotus Weiss, 1976.
2) HISTORY OF POTOMAC, by Potomac Almanac (1970).
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