
Site: M:26/10/81 

Rockville Christian Church Parsonage 

100 South Adams Street 

Private 

Built: 1917 

The erection of this frame American foursquare for the minister 

of the Rockville Christian Church was a reflection of the 80 

years of growth and success of this congregation in Rockville. 

It was located diagonally across Jefferson Street from the 

church building, and served as a Parsonage until 1960, by which 

time . both the church and parsonage had outgrown their original 

buildings. 



Survey No. M:26/10/81 

Maryland Historical Trust 
.~-~tate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No • 16 5 0 9 7 5 7 0 4 

DOE: , --i.!..Y:es lno 
NR yes X no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic The Rockville Christian Church Parsonage 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 100 South Adams Street __ not for publication 

city, town Rockville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
__ district- public 
X building(s) K private 

,.--··~ _ structure __ both 
_ site Public Acquisition 

__ object _ in process 
__ being considered 
~no~ applicable 

_vicinity of congressional district 8 

countyMontgomery (RV Planning Area 1) 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
-2(_ no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
K private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 

, -. -. other: 

4. 0w'8er ot Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 
,.,..,.,I'-~·-·· --

name Riggs Investment Trust, Inc. 

street & number 332 Hungerford Dr telephone no.: 

city, town Rockville, state and zip code Maryland 20850 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Montgomery Co. Land Records 

street & number 
Montgomery Co. Courthouse 

city, town 
Rockville 

state 

liber ,6522 

619 
folio 

Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title N /~-----~·!L>l!.!2-___________________________________ ~ 

..ate _federal __ state _ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
)(_good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_2S.altered 

Check one 
_x original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. M:26/10/81 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

'I1he subject house faces west on South Adams Street at the corner of 
West Jefferson Street. It sits on a small corner lot much reduced by 
road widening, with no trees or shrubs remaining. A driveway from 
Jefferson is northeast of the house and leads to an off-street 
parking area at the rear. 

This 1917, 2-1/2 story four-bay by two bay American foursquare has 
Prairie/Craftsman- inspired details and a columned full-width front 
porch. The low-hipped roof with wid_e, slightly-flared eaves is 
covered with oomposi,tion shingle and broken by centered hipped dormers 
on the front and north side. The foundation is cement. The house is 
now covered with 8-inch lap aluminum sid~ng. .There are two ipterior 
corbelled brick chimneys, one near roof center and the other on the 
rear slope. 

The full-width Doric columned ·front porch with its wide Triezeboard 
repeated at the roof cornice is a regional preference, carried over 
from late Victorian Classical/Colonial Revival styles. This foursquare 
variation is often called a Georgian or Colonial Revival Cottage. 
Windows throughout are 6/1 with plain surrounds, slightly projecting 
sills and-nonfunctional aluminum louvered shutters. . . 

The four..:bay west (front) facade has symmetrical first · and second 
story fenestration with four evenly-spaced windows on the second story 
aligned over two windows in the two north bays, first. 1l1he first 
story south bay has a wood~panel, six-light entry door with eight
light sidelights, square four-light corner blocks above, and .an 
eight-light transom over the door. The full-width front porch has a 
slightly hipped seamed tin roof supported by four Doric columns. 
There is no balustrade. A flared eave, hipped roof dormer with a pair 
of four-light windows is centered in the roof. 

The ·two-bay south facade has fenestration consisting of one wind0wc, 
east bay, upper and lower story, and one window west bay, upper. A 
smaller, 6/6 window is placed nearer the corner in the lower west bay. 
Two rectangular basement lights are in the main block, and one in the 
enclosed end of the one story rear porch flush with the lower west 
rear bay. A central air conditioning unit is mounted on a concrete 
slab next to this facade. 

' '" ~ ., ""' ~ " ' ' " ....... 

continued ori attachment 7.1 



M: 26/10/81 
The Rockville Christian Church Parsonage 
Attachment 7.1 

The two-bay east (rear) facade has two regularly-placed windows on 
the second story and one in the north bay, first story. In the south 
bay there is a seamed tin, shed-roofed addition with a wooden panelled 
six-light door on the left accessed by five steps with a plain wood 
stick, rail, and square capitaled newel post balustrade. To the right 
are a flight of concrete steps down to a cellar door. A rectangular 
8/8 double sash shuttered window is over the cellar door. An aluminum 
slat canopy with three wrought iron filigree trellis supports shelters 
the porch. 

The two-bay north facade has one window in the right bay, upper and 
lower, and one window in the upper left bay. The lower left bay has a 
pair of windows. Two rectangular basement lights are set into the 
foundation. A central dormer with flared,hipped roof and two four
light windows is also on this facade. 



8. Significance Survey No. M:26/10/81 

~~riod Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
prehistoric 

_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture-Jl religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention * other (specify) 

Specific dates 1 917 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

Builder/ A~hitect 

B JC D 

local history 

A B G 

national 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
support. Significance \ 

This building was constructed in 1917 to house .the minister of the 
Rockville Christian "Church,. and served as a parsonage for 44 , y'ear's. 
It is an example of the 'popular architectural 'style of that-. era, 
commonly called- "Ameri·can Fours·quare •. " · 

History and Support 
The 19th century witnessed the gradual growth and success of the 
Disc.iples of Christ ministry in Rockville. From a handful of members 
in the 1830s it had gained enough adherents and wealth to build a fine 
new brick church l.in 1893 diagonally across Jefferson Street from- the 
subject site. ll 

In 1917 the membership of the denomination then known as the Rockville 
Christian Church authorized the Trustees to purchase this land for a 
parsonage. The Reverend G.C. Barnes was minister at the time'. ·Parts 
of lots 10,11, &12 of the original Town of Rockville were bought for 
$320 from the Stonestreet heirs. This land bordering Jefferson Street 
and adjacent to the Rockville Academy grounds had been in the allied 
Barry /Stonestreet families since 181!6. 21 An additional 'strip of 
land 10 feet wide was added to the property in 1923. J.I 

The parsonage is a vernacu1~~ example of the Colonial Revival style 
known as the "American Foursquare." The house is sy1mnetrical and box
shaped, with a slightly flared pyramid roof, centered dormers, and 
full-width one-story porch and classical columns. It has been used as 
a residence, altered only by aluminum siding. 

The parsonage was sold in 1960 to Alger Barbee and Harper Smith. 
Harper and Thelma Smith owned the house f'rom 1961! to 1985 2!.I , when it 
was sold to the present owner. 

!i'ootnotes: 
1. Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Site M:26/10/22, "The 

Rockville Christian Church, Bell Tower Building." 
2. Montgomery County Land Records 262/428 (1917), "same as S. Holland 

to Basil Barry in 181!6". 
3. Guy Carter purchased the lots adjoining and donated the 10X150' 

strip (Land Records 332/11!3) and Montgomery County Sentinel 
January 19, 1923 • 

......... - ... - ....... _ ............. _ Lan~~~_(}9rd~_ .. 2I!.3!3_5J _(19§_Q2 ..... an<!_3..12§f,,lQ3 .. J19.PA2... 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.M:26/10/81 

Montgomery County Land and Plat Records. Montgomery County Sentinel 
Interview with historian of Rockville Christian Church 12/85. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 9, 202 square feet 
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL..Ll I I I I I I I I I B w l.........._I ....__! __ ..-,..,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cliJ ~I _.__. __ .._._I l._.__._.~ ......... - D LU l....__.l'--"---1 ............... 1 I I 
E L.LJ I I I._.__...__. ___ ........ ... F LLJ I I I ...... I ...._.___,___,......,_......., 
G L.LJ I I ...... I ....,__..~._ ........ H LLJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Bordering 1~0 ~eet on south _side of Jefferson Street and.frqritiD,g on 
ea.st 'side 'of· Adiitms Str'eet; parts of lots 1 O, 11, 12 of the 6rigirial Town 
of Rockville. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Anne Cissel Judy Christensen, Arch. Description 

organization Peerless Rockville date December, 1985 
.,, 

street & number P.O. Box 4262 telephone 162'-o696 

city or town Rockville state 
tfar.yland 20850 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland 1.egislature·to•be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement • 

. .tThe· survey and inventory are being prepated for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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RICHARD H. ANDREWS 
-424-8282 
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ROCKVILLE, MD 20851 
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