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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three bay by two bay, two and a half story frame house faces 
north. 

Built on fieldstone foundations, the house has blue stuccoed 
exterior walls. The north (front) porch has a half-hipped roof supported 
by four turned posts. A screen is suspended from the porch roof and the 
porch is enclosed by a balustraded railing. Each post has two jigsawed 
brackets. The north wooden paneled door is surmounted by a single light 
transom. There is a one story lean-to addition on the south elevation. 
It has a roof and is enclosed at the west end. There is a glass and 
wooden naneled door on the south elevation. 

There are two over two double hung windows throughout the house. On 
the north elevation, first level, the windows extend dovm to the porch 
floor. There is a twenty light over two light double-hung, round-headed 
window in the north cross gable. The house has a gable roof with a north 
cross gable peak and boxed and returned cornice line. The roof has black 
asbestos shingles. There is an interior chimney. 

The north door opens into a side hall. An open string single run 
stairway ascends along the east wall. It has a beautiful square newel 
post with carved wooden panels and cap and turned balusters. To the 
west of the hall is the living room. South of the living room is the 
dining room and to the west is the kitchen. 

There are narrow hardwood floors and plaster over lath ten foot 
ceilings and walls. The kitchen has a curved wall which connects the 
north and west walls. There are bullseye door frames and wooden paneled 
doors. 
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Loo al History 

When the Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad was constructed 
through farmland about a mile from the heart of the little town of 
Rockville (population c.650), it set into motion patterns which would 
forever alter the area. Cornfields were bought up by speculators and 
turned into subdivisions; grand hotels were constructed to attract 
vacationers from Washington, D.C.; many new homes were built. While 
most of the development occurred on the west end of town, the other 
side of the tracks experienced subdivision and development also. 

In 1888, Reading's First Addition to Rockville was recorded; it 
established lots on the east side of the tracks, and south of Baltimore 
Road. 1 One such lot was purchased by David H. Warfield, a local 
merchant, the following year for $300.2 The area was enlarged, re-

,~urveyed and recorded as "Rockville Park" in March 1890.3 By 1897 
,Jarfield and h~s wife had constructed a frame house adjacent to another 
already built. Soon the road from Rockville to Baltimore was lined 
with modest, but attractive homes. 

The Warfield house changed hands several times during the first 
half of the 20th century, and was turned into apartments by G. Lamar 
Kelly, Jr., who owned it frgm 1946 to 1965.5 Peter and Lorraine Cheney 
bought the house from Kelly and began the long process of restoration 
which was almost completed by the Grissoms. In 1978 the Grissoms sold 
the house to the present owners.7 

. FOOTNOTES: 

~ 1. Land Records of Montgomery County, Plat Book A, plat #47. 
2. Ibid, JA 17/42 (1890), 
3. Ibid, Plat Book A, plat 53. 
4. Tax Assessment Records, Fourth Collection District, Montgomery 

County, 1897 entry. 
5. Land Records, 1037/179. 
6. Ibid, 3400/199· 
7. Ibid, 5213/382. 
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