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Capsule Sumpry 

Rock Spring 

Jllr:e 1991 

Mont. Co. survey prefix 27 

Site number l 

Approx. building date 1879 

Town/ town vicinity Rockville 
Access Public I Private 

Short Description of Site: 

Rock Spring is a fine example of a frame Queen Anne farmhouse which 
retains most of its original fabric and distinctive detailing, 
including original stickwork under the gables, slate roof, and German 
siding, as well as original flat-muntined windows in the front 
section. The main facade of the two-and-one-half-story house faces 
east. It is three bays across, with a central front gable. The front 
side gabled section is echoed by a second side gabled section crossing 
the house's main axis behind the first. The roof ridges thus form an H 
with an extended cross bar which is the main axis. Behind the original 
cross-gabled section of the house is a gabled two-and-one-half-story 
addition which extends in line with the main axis of the original 
block. 



Analysis of Evaluation 

~ 

Rock Spring (27/ll 

Value 
Descr. 

Outstanding 

Considerable 

Moderate 

Minor 

Evaluation 
Criteria 

~ 

Arch. 
Sign if. 

June 1991 

~ .,,,. 

Arch. Historical 
Integrity Sign if. 

Rating for this site: Good 

Cdteda: 

Procedure: -1 
# of Boxes Selected x 1 00 

12 

0 - 25 % = Unqualified 
1 

Rating 

25 - 50 % = Minimal 
50 - 75 % =Mid-level 
75 - 100% = Good 
90 - 100% = Natl. Reg. (with 

possible exce::_j 

Arch Significance - that quality which embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
~type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 

?Ossess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose component may lack individual distinction. 

Historical Significance - that quality present in sites associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or that are 
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that have yielded, or may 
be likely to yield, information important in history. 

Arch Integrity - determined by the number of architectural changes to the site ... using 
the following list as a guide ... (and) noting other unusual changes. 

Detrimental Changes (depending on the quality of its original character) : 

new or relocated chimney 
rebuilt foundation 
new porch 
original windows changed (at a later, but still historical, date) 
modern windows in original frames 
original windows intact but extra ones added 
change in shape or size of window openings 
lack of outbuildings 
aluminum siding (unless original architraves and trim are retained) 
asphalt or asbestos siding (over original siding) 
recent change of location 

CrjticaJ Changes· 
aluminum siding added; architraves eliminated 
additions engulfing or removing portions of original building 

VaJJle Descriptions 

O\itstanding - distinguished; of particular import. to Md. historic & arch. past. 

~onsjderable - deserving of recognition; contributes to the understanding of history or 
.--'3.rchitectural heritage represented in Maryland 

Moderate - commonality ... lack of historic signif. or arch. style, except if scarce 

Mi.nor. - unimportant or inferior; little arch. worth and absence of hist. importance 



Site Information Summarv 

ffil:. 
Rock Spring 

June 1991 

Site number : 27 /1 
Co. tax account number : 718544 
Street address : 15021 Rocking Spring Drive 
Name of property owner : Van v. and Edith A. Guidice 
Addr. of property owner : 15021 Rocking Spring Road 

Rockville, Maryland 20853 

Historic Preservation Master Plan Recommendation: 

Historic Preservation Ordinance Criteria 

{l) Historical and cultural significance. The historic resource: 

r--- _{_ a. 

b. 
7 c. 

.1. d. 

Has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage 
or cultural characteristics of the county, state or nation; 
Is the site of a significant historic event; 
Is identified with a person or group of persons who influenced 
society; 
Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historic 
heritage of the county and its cormnunities. 

(2) P..rchitectural and design significance. The historic resource: 

.f_ a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction; 

b. Represents the work of a master; 
c. Possesses high artistic values; 
d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 

may lack individual distinction; or 
.1_ e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the 

neighborhood, community or county due to its singular physical 
characteristic or landscape. 

Environmental Setting Recommendation: 

The environmental setting should include the entire parcel (P 609) of 3.82 acres. 
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larylantl Risterica.I Trust 
State Histtric Sites tnve11:tery -Fenn 

Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Rock Spring 

and/or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 15021 Rocking Spring Drive _ not for publication 

city, town Rockville (Norbeck _K_ vicinity of) congressional district 8 

state Maryland county Montgomery 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
~no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Van v. and Edith A. Guidice 

street & number 15021 Rocking Spring Drive telephone no.: (301) 460-6660 

city, town Rockville state and zip code Maryland 20853 

5. Location of Legal Descr-iption 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 5757 

street & number folio 150 

city, town Rocl<-ville state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Montgomery County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1976 _federal _x_ state _x_ county _ local 

depository for survey records Maryland National Capitol Park & Planning Commission 

city, town 8787 Georgia Avenue, S:Liver Spring state Ma_r_,_y_l_a_n_d ____ _ 



Condition 
_excellent 
_x__ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

summa.cy: Rock Spring is a fine exaJl1Ple of a frame Queen Anne fa:rmhouse 
which retains most of its original fabric and distinctive detailing, 
including original stickwork under the gables, slate roof, and German 
siding, as well as original flat-muntined windows in the front 
section. This ma.in block of the house has six steeply pitched gables 
containing arched windows. Inside, there is a three-stOJ:Y curved stair 
with decorated brackets and a carved, faceted newel post. A graceful 
archway leads to the vestibule and double-leaf front door. The house 
retains its large carriage house and integrity of site, sitting as it 
does on a hill surrounded by large trees, and with the rear of the lot 
adjoining park land. 

Description: The ma.in facade of the two-and-one-half-stoIY house 
faces east. It is three bays across, with a central front gable. Five 
original gables on the north, east, and south have finials and 
decorative arched trim below the peaks, and drops on the eave ends. 
Each of these gables contains an arched window. Second stOIY windows 
in this ma.in section are two over two; first stoIY windows are two 
over four, with sills at floor level,· and as tall as the doors. Second 
stoIY windows have small curved brackets under the sills, similar to 
those on the MacDonald House at 10600 River Road. Trabeated lintels 
have decorative molding at the top. Door and window moldings are 
asymmetrical. Second and first stOIY windows have louvered blinds. 

The front door, located on the southwest end of the facade, has two 
leaves, separated from the transom above by a strip of molding carved 
in a leaf motif. The upper sections of the door leaves have large 
single lights. 

The front side gabled section is echoed by a second side gabled 
section crossing the house's main axis behind the first. The roof 
ridges thus fm:m an H with an extended cross bar which is the ma.in 
axis. The rear gable on the south, which is now the facade sea-ri from 
the approach road, covers a five faceted, two-stoIY cut away window 
bay. Decorative trim covers the lower edge of the flat undergable 
section above the faceted window bay. The original wrap-around porch 
(shown in photo 056-002N*from the Montgomery County Historical 
Society archives) has been removed and replaced with a concrete 
curved deck with a wrought iron balustrade. This deck extends from the 
north side of the building around to the projecting window bay on the 
south. Stairs lead up to the deck on the south, east, and north. The 
roof on the front two sections is slate. 

*nbt attached (cont.) 



#'1. Description (cont.) 2 Rock Spring 
M:(27 /I) 

,,,-. The house is covered with German siding. The older section of the 
house has a rock foundation; the newer rear sections have brick 
foundations. 

Behind the original cross-gabled section of the house is a gabled two
and- one-half - story addition which extends in line with the main axis 
of the original block. This section contains a large kitchen and a 
narrow stair going up to the second story. On its south side, a faceted 
one-story addition has been built adjacent to the two-story window 
bay. It has four large windows, and contains a "sun room" and bathroom; 
this section has a flat deck roof. 

Behind the second gabled section is a one-story room with a low
pitched hipped roof; added in 1945, it serves as a family room. 

There are two large chinmeys at the ridge line where the gables 
intersect in the oldest section of the house, and one through the roof 
at the ridge line at the rear of the second gabled section. 

Interior: From the front door, one enters a short vestibule, then 
passes through an arched doorway into the stair hall. A door 
inunediately to the right opens onto a generously'proportioned parlor 
with a fireplace with a green marble surround and a wooden mantle. The 
next door off the hall on the right leads to the equally large dining 
room. At the end of the hall is a door to the library, which has a 
fireplace similar to that in the parlor, also with a green marble 
surround. Behind the library is a small service hall with stairs going 
up and a door into the bathroom in the one-story addition on the left. 
A door to the west leads to a large kitchen which fills the gabled 
addition to the house. On the south side of the kitchen is a door to 
the "sun room". A door at the southwest corner of the room leads to a 
second concrete porch with steps down to the driveway. A second door 
on the west end leads to the large family room in the hipped roof 
addition. On the east side of the kitchen is a door connecting with 
the dining room. (Sketch plan attached.) 

Outbuildings: 

The first floor of the large two-and-one-half-story, four-bay 
carriage house has two paneled doors flanking two two-leaf doors for 
vehicles in the gabled end of the building, which is the facade. The 
vehicular doors each have six-light windows in their upper halves. An 
early gas pump stands between the two doors. There are two second 
story windows and a rectangular window set at an angle to f onn a 
diamond in the gable. 

A .shed in the woods to the north of the carriage house does not appear 
similar to either barn noted in the archives of the Montgomery County 
Historical society as being on the property of Rock Spring. (Reference 
056-002A and 056-002K.) An earlier survey noted that: 

(cont.) 



#7. Description (cont.) 3 Rock Spring 
rvt: (27 / l) 

/~ "the ruins of two or three barns are on a path to the west of the 
house". 1 Those barns are no longer visible. 

Researcher: Susan Escherich, May 1991. 

'Sugarloaf Regional Trails, Maryland Historical Trust, "Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey", 
1979. 



Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
-~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Survey & .. 

Areas of Si.gnificance-Cheok and jwtlty below 
- archeology-prehistoric _ commURlty planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
- arc:heology-hlst01'ic _ C9Mervation _ law _ science 
- agriculture _economies _literature _sculpture 
- architecture _education _ miUtary _ social/ 
-- art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
- commerce - exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

1879 

- invention _x_ other (specify) 
Local History 

Buikler/ArchilectBuilder: Roger Farquhar/Arch.: ---

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Rock Spring is historically significant as the family home of the Farquhar 
family, prominent members of the Quaker con:muni ty, prosperous farmers, and 
early settlers in the county. It is architecturally significant because it 
is a fine example of a frame Queen Anne farmhouse which has retained most of 

.~ its original fabric and detailing. 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture/Landscape Architecture/ 
Community Planning 

2. Geographic Organization: Piedmont (Montgomery County) 
3. Development Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930 A.D. 
4. Resource Type(s): Rural vernacular 

"This property (Rock Spring) was originally the farmhouse of the Farquhar 
family, prosperous members of the Quaker ccmnunity. Roger Brooke Farquhar 
(1837-1929) built the house on the 3911;s acres of land, described as 'Boyd's 
Delay' and parts of 'Bradford's Rest', 'Resurvey of Milley's Dislike', and 
'Bachelor's Forest' , deeded to him by his mother Sarah Farquhar on November 
5, 1866,iwhen she divided up her land amongst her children. The property was 
part of a 550 acre tract which Robert Brook v (of Brook Grove, a Quaker 
preacher and farmer and Sarah Farquhar's father) had purchased in 1823. 

"The hane was built in 18792 and was a very grand one at the time, consisting 
of 12 roans and an indoor bathroom and running water. In the 1880 Census, 
Farquhar was described as a farmer, living with his wife and five children. 

(cont.) 

1 Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland, 55/244. 
2 Roger Brooke Farquhar, Old Homes and History of Montgomery County Maryland, (Washington, D.C.: Judd 
and Detweiler, lnc.1962), p. 269-273. No house appears on the 1879 Hop~ins Atlas of the area (although it is 
shown on the 1894 Hopkins Atlas) but the tamity is living on the property by the time of the 1880 Census. 



8. Significance (cont.) 2 Rock Spring 
{'1;27/1 

'~"The Farquhars lived at Rock Spring until 1913, when the property was sold 
to Nellie Gibson. 3 Between 1918 and 1945 the dairy and poultry farm changed 
hands numerous times, 4 in 1945 becaning the property of Aaron, Beatrice, and 
Marcus Schwartzman. s Aaron and Beatrice sold their shares to Marcus in 
1956," who, in turn, sold the land nine years later to Manor Lake 
Corporation, 1 which subdivided it into a housing development. Three years 
later, Marcus and Adele Schwartzman repurchased the small tract of land 
containing the original fannhouse." 9 

In 1980, Marcus Schwartzman conveyed the property to the present owners, 
Van and Edith Guidice. 9 

Roger Brooke Farquhar, Jr., son of the builder and the author of Old Hames 
and Historv of Montgomery County. Maryland wrote that, when it was built in 
1879, Rock Spring was described by the Sandy Spring historian as 
"exhibiting a species of ornamental architecture such as had not been 
previously attained in our section. 10 It was looked upon as an extravagance 
with its large rooms, water supply, modern bath (one of the first in the 
county with modern plumbing) and five fireplaces. A grand house in its 
day ... the total cost was $4,913.33. One hundred and thirty-five friends and 
relatives attended a housewarming party." 11 

Roger B. Farquhar, the builder of Rock Spring, was a prosperous dairyman and 
prominent civic leader. He served as President of the Rotary in 1884 and 
1885, was a charter member of the Enterprise Club, organized in 1866, and 

1---~resident of the Horticulture Society. He was appointed to the County 
School Board by the Governor in 1904 and was Director of the savings 
Institution of Sandy Spring for fifty years. 

Farquhar kept a detailed diary with notes on (among other things} prominent 
Washingtonians who visited him at Rock Spring. They included Ainsworth R. 
Spofford, Librarian of Congress from 1864 to 1897; Bernard R. Green, 
Construction Superintendent of the Library of Congress; and Grace Glasgow 
Dunlop, author of "A Portrait of Old Georgetown. 12 

3 Land Records, 234/205. 
4 Land Records, 270/40 (Gibson to William A. Hill, February 13, 1918); 288/331 (Hill to Charles R. Riley, 
November 26, 1919); 292/93 Riley back to Hill, March 31, 1920); 292/173 (Hill to James Sharp, April 18, 1920); 
334/17 {Sharp back to Hill, June 11, 1923); 412/340 (Hill to William A. Hill, October 22, 1926). 
5 Land Records, 958/11 O {Samuel Kramer to Schwartzmans, January 17, 1945). 
6 Land Records, 2224/151(May8, 1956). 
1 Land Records, 3314/49 (January 5, 1965). 

"Diane Boehr & Lynn Gallagher, Maryland Historical Trust, "Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey", 
Sugarloaf Regional Trails, March, 1979. 
• Land Records, 5757/150 (August 28, 1980. 
1° Farquhar, p. 271. 

/'"""" 
11 Farquhar, p. 270. 
'
2 Farquhar, p. 270. 
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Acreage of nominated property ___ 3~~-a. __ 2_a_c_r_e_s 
Quf/drangle name Kensington Quadraagte scafe 1 : 24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The boundaries of the property are the lot lines which define parcel 609, north of 
.Rocking Spring Drive, and which are boldly delineated on the accompanying tax map. 

state county code 

state code county code 

1'1'1. ,Form Prepared By 

name/title Lois Snydennan & Susan Escherich, Historic Preservation Consultants 

organization date June 1991 

street & number 8804 Spring Valley Road (301) 654-6423 

. c~ty or town 

·---

Chevy Chase state Maryland 20815 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 ,j;Zupplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis~ Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



M·l.~-l 
ACHS SU11MARY FORM (Ut. wl:w& ~-\ L-'3.J) 

1 . Name : Rock Spring 

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 27/l 

4. Address : Rocking Spring Drive 
Rockville, Maryland 

5. Classification Summary . 
Cate~ory building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition:-oN_/_A ________ _ 
Status occupied 
Accessible no 
Present us-e---p-r~r-v-a~t-e __ r_e_s~1~a-e_n_c_e __ 

3. M·NCPPC Atlas Reference : 
Map 16 

Coordinate B- 9 

Previous Survey Recording,.....MN __ C_P.P_c __ ~--
Ti tle and Date:Historic sites Inventory 

1976 

Federal ____ State_!__County!...,__Local ____ 

6. Date : 1879 7. Original Owner: Roger Farquhar 

8. Apparent Condition 

a. _______ r_a_i_r __________ b. ____ a_l_t_e_r_e_d ___________ c . original site 

9. Description: The original L shaped house consists of a three bay by two bay, 
three story front section facing east, and a three story section with a 
two story bay on the south, behind it. A third, three story section behind 
this is possibly old, but cannot be seen in an early photograph of the house. 
The one story bay front, on the south side of this third section, is new, 
as is the one story section behind it. 

The foundation under the old section is stone, partly parged with cemen 
,,,,,,..... and painted white. The newer sections have brick foundations. Wood post 
t · and beam construction is used throughout . 

There are 3 interior brick chimneys. Most of the windows are 2-over-2 
double-hung, while those in the new sections are 6- over- 6 . The cross gable 
roof is covered with slates, there is a hip roof over the new addition, and 
a flat deck over the new bay addition . There is an 18" overhang all around 
the house. There is a small amount of gingerbread with finials and drops 
at all gable ends. 

The house is beautifully situated on a hill facing east, surrounded by 
large maples . There is a 36 1 x 36 1 garage or carriage house to the west. 

10. Significance: This property was originally the farmhouse of the Farquhar 
family, prosperous members of the Quaker communitr.. Roger Far~uhar built the 
house on the 391 1/8 acres of land, described as 'Boyd's Delay' and parts of 
"Bradford's Rest 11

, "Resurvey of Milley' s Dislike", and ''Bachelors' Forest", 
deeded to him by his mother Sarah Farquhar on November 5, 1866, when she 
divided up her land amongst her children. 

The home was built in 1879, and was a very grand one at the time, con
sisting of 12 rooms and an indoor bathroom and running water . In the 1880 
Census, Farquhar, was described as a farmer, living with his wife and five 
children . 

The Farquhars lived at Rock Spring until 1913, when the property was 
sold to Nellie Gibson. Between 1918 and 1945 the dairy and poultry farm 
changed hands numerous times, in 1945 becoming the property of Aaron, Beatrice 
and Marcus Schwartzman. Aaron and Beatric sold their shares to Marcus in 
1956, who in turn sold the land nine years later to Manor Lake Corporation, 
which subdivided it into a housing development. Three years later, Marcus 
and AidetfSchwartzmanhie~urchased the small tract of land containing the a.ristJ na armnouse~ w .c tn~vd pow rent out . 

il . ~es-earc er ana aave rs arcne< · Diane Boehr/March 1979; Lynn Gallagher-desc. 

12 . Compiler : Eileen McGuckian 13. Date Compiled : sept. 1979 l~ . Designation 
Approval_ 

15. Acreage : approx. 2/3 acre 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 27/l 

MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC Rock Spring 

ANO/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rocking Spring Drive 
CITY, TOWN 

Rockville x v1c1N1TY oF NorbEilck 
STATE 

Maryland 

II CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

LBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC x_ocCUPIED 

_DRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDEREO 

_YES: RESTRICTEO 

_YES: UNRESTRl.CTED 

X..NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Marcus Schwartzman 
STREET & NUMBER 

2805 Ellicott St., N.W. 
CITY. TOWN 

Washington, D. c. -.- v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1sTRYOFDEEDs,ETc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL OISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER: 

Telephone #: 966-1563 

Libe:r #: 
Folio #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 

3702 
169 

STATE 

20008 

Maryland 208'.)'0 

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
PATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

·Rockville 

_FEDERAL x_sTATE LcouNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

Maryland 2Q855 



II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

~FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEAED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIG!NAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Rock Spring is interesting because of the elegance it once had. 
The original L shaped house consists of a three bay by two bay, three 

story front section (32' x 24') facing east, and a three story section 
(16' x 32') with a two story bay on the south, behind it. A third, three 
story section (two bay by two bay, 24 1 x 32') behind this is possibly old, 
but cannot be seen in an early photograph of the house. The one story bay" 
front, on the south side of this third section, is new, as is the one 
story (16' x 16') section behind it. 

The foundation (with basement) under the old section is stone, partly 
parged with cement, and painted white. The newer sections have brick 
foundations (with basements). Wood post and beam construction is used 
throughout. 

The exterior walls are all covered with wood drop siding. 
There is an uncovered, semi-circular, concrete porch, with brick 

foundation across the east end of the house, extending to the bay on the 
south, and a similarl rectangular porch on the south side of the west 
section. Six steps ead to these porches which are surrounded by plain, 
wrought iron railings. These porches are all new; originally there was a 
wooden porch on the front. A stone bulkhead is on the north side of the 
third section. , 

There are three interior brick chimneys -- one centered within the / 
front section, one centered in the bay of the rear section, and one in 
the west end of the third section. 

The doors are paneled with glass in their upper halves, and plain 
wood frames. The main entrance, on the east side, has double doors. There 
is an ornate strip with a kind of dentil strip made of leaves between the 
doors and a glass panel above. The windows in the older sections are tall 
two-over-two double-hung wood, except on the front section where the first 
floor windows extend to floor level and are two-over-four. There are 
semi-circular casement windows on the third floor level. The windows in 
the new sections are six-over-six. The window frames are all plain wood 
with decorative brackets under the lower corners. There are louvered 
shutters on the earliest sections. _ 

The slate roof is a gable style, with a main ridge running east-west, 
crossed by two ridges running north-south (one in the center and one at 
the east end) forming six gable ends. There is a hip roof over the new 
addition, and a flat deck over the new bay addition. There is an 18" over
hand all around the house. There is a small amount of gingerbread trim 
with finials and drops at all gable ends. 

The front (east) facade has double doors and six windows (two on the 
first floor, three on the second, and one on the third) in the front 
section, and one door and window on the rear section. The south side has 
three windows (one on each floor) on the front section and three windows 
on each floor of the bay in the rear section. There are three casement 
windows in the bay at basement level, and one centered above the bay or 
the third floor. There are a door and new picture window with four-ove~~ 
four side windows in the new addition. The west side has four windows in 
the third section (three on the second floor, and one on the third). 

(Continued on Attachment Sheet A) 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Attachment Sheet A M: 27/1 
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There are two windows (one up and one down) in the rear section, 
The north side has six windows in the front section (two on the 
first floor, one on the second, one on the third, and two easements 
to the basement), five in the rear section (two on the first floor, 
two on the second, and one on the third), four in the third section 
(two on the first floor, and two on the second) and a door to the 
basement, and two in the rear addition. 

The house is beautifully located on a hill facing east, sur
rounded by very large maple trees. 

There is a 36' x 36' garage or carriage house to the west of 
the house. It is covered with drop siding to match the house. 
There are two garage doors and two regular doors at the first level 
on the east side. At the upper level there is a four-light window 
set diagonally. The ruins of two or three barns are on a path to 
the west of the house. 



II SIGNIFICANCE --
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _R~LIGION 

-1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTURJ; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 --ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

.X1aoo-1a99 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT XOTHER !SPECIFY) 

_1NvENT10N · Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1879 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Nestled in a subdivision of typical suburban homes, this picturesque 
farmhouse comes as a pleasant surprise to anyone lucky enough to chance 
upon it. Though most of the outbuildings have been destroyed, one barn 
remains behind the home. 

This property was originally the farmhouse of the Farquhar family, 
prosperous members of the Quaker community. Roger Farquhar built the 
house on the 391-1/8 acres of land, described as "Boyd's Delay" and parts 
of "Bradford's Rest", "Resurvey of Milley's Dislike", and "Bachelor's 
Forest", deeded to him by his mother Sarah Farquhar on November 5, 1866,l 
~hen she divided up her land amo~gst her children. · 

The home was built in 1879, and was a very grand one at the time, 
consisting of 12 rooms and an indoor bathroom and running water. In the 
1880 Census, Farquhar was described as a farmer, living with his wife and 
five children. 

The Farquhars liv3d at Rock Spring until 1913, when the property was 
sold to Nellie Gibson. . Betwe~n 1918 and 19~5 the dairy and poultry farm 
chang~d 9-ai;ids_ !1U!11her~:ni~,- -~im13·s,;_ i~ 19~5 becoming th~ property of Aaron, 
Beatrice, and M~rcus Scnwartzma.n. Aaron and Beatrice sold their shares to 
Marcus in 19~6, who in turn sold the land nine years later to Manor Lake 
Corporation,7 which subdivided it into a housing development. Three years 
later, Marcus and Adele Schwartzman repurchased the small tract of land 
containing the original farmhouse , which they now rent out. 
FOOTNOTES: 
1. Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., 55/244. 
2. Farquhar, Roger Brooke, Old Homes and Histor of Mont omer Count Md., 

Judd and Detweiler, Inc. Washington, D.c., 19 2 , p. 2 9-73. No house 
appears on the 1879 Hopkins Atlas of the area (although it is shown on 
the 1894 Hopkins Atlas)but the family is living on the pronerty by the 
time of the 1880 Census. -

3. Land Records, Op. Cit., 234/205. 
4. Ibid., 270/40 (Gibson to William A. Hill, February 13, 1918); 288/331 

(Hill to Charles R. Riley, November 26, 1919); 292/93 (Riley ba~k to Hil~ 
March 31, 1920); 292/173 ~Hill to James Sharp, April 18, 1920); 33~/17 
(Sharp back to Hill, June 11, 1923); 412/340 (Hill to William A. Hill.Co. 
October 22, 1926). 

/• Ibid., 958/110 (Samuel Kramer to Schwartzmans, January 17, 19~5). 
6. Ibid., 2224/151 (May 8, 1956). 
7. Ibid., 3314/49 (January 5, 1965). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland. 
u.s. Census Records. · 
Farquhar, Roger Brooke, Old Homes and History of Montgomery County, Md., 

Judd and Detweiler, Inc. (Washington, D.C., 1962) 
Hopkins Atlas, 1879. · . 

CONTlNUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET If NECESSJ\F.Y 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY 29,026 Sq. Ft. (approximately 2/3 acre) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Lot #17, Block 7 in subdivision Manor Lake 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Diane Boehr 
ORGANIZATION 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Lynn Gallagher 
Architectural Description 

DATE 

March 6 1979 
TELEPHONE 

926-1+510 
STATE 

Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, S~ctioP, 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights·. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS 

Box 87, Stronghold 
Dickerson, Md. 20153 

(301) 926-4510. 

PS· 1108 
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Attachment Sheet B 
Rock Spring 

905 ROCKVILIE PIKE, ROCKVILIE, MARYUND. 20852 

ROCK SPRING 

15021 ROCKING SPRING DRIVE 

ROCKVILIE, MARYIAND 

M: 27 /1 
Magi # 

CI.J.SSCC 100 YEAR OID VICTORIAN MANOR HOUSE SURROUNDED BY J.82 ACRES BACKING TO 

PARKIAND. NEEDS SOME A'ITENTION BUT CAN BE A :=-HOWPI.J.CE. PERFECT FOR 'IBOSE INDIVIDUALS 

SEARCHING FOR f.OMETHING DIFFERENT. 

BA:::EMENT IEVELa full root cellar 

FIRIT FLOOR IEVELa central hall untry, living room with fireplace, separate dining 
room, family room with fireplace, den with fireplace, large country 
kitchen, breakfas t room,full bath 

SECOND FLOOR 1EVEL1 four bedrooms, two full baths 

TlilRD FIDOR IEVELa two donner rooms with attic 

OTHER PERTINENT DATAa 

PRICEa $ J00,000 entire acreage can be developed 

TAXESa $ 2687 

FINANCING a conventional, owner will hold first and second 
trust 

SCHOOLS a 
EIEMENTARYa North lake Elementary (walking distance) 

JR. HIGH: Wood Jr. High (walking distance) 

HIGHa Rockville Senior High 
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Rock Spring 
fv1::tl ~ 7-/ 

T lH~ photograph hclow, taken fifty years 
agu, :-;J1ow.s ihe hurnhl<• l1ome where Roger 
Brooke I~\trquhar, the author's fatlll'r, 

Wt>lll to li\'c in 18lil. He wus the oldest son of 
1 lr. l 'liarl<'s and Sal'ah Brooke Fan1nhar of 
I >1111•y, mu1 was hom Odolic>r J, 18:37. Herc he 
k1·pl "liaclwlor's liull" until l8ti7 whPn he 

''I re111t mbcr, I 11 "1c111l>1 r 
Thu ltousc l!'hcn I U'll'1 bum, 
And /he lillh "'i111luur tr/11 re Iii! ir1111 

Cm111 pn 1•i1111 11r 111 11111m.''.-Tu11\1 \>I lJoou. 

• l1r1111;.rht his hri1 le, ( 'aroliuc H. Mill er, from .\lex-
' nudria. If c l'Hllc>J thP pla1·1• Lonesome Hollow 

until ll-l'i!l wlwn 111· huilt a 111od1•l'Jl twelve-room 
~ hou:-;t'. :<l'" pagt' 271, with lmth a11d running wa- . 

11'1·, :rnd 1•hmu~·1•1l the name to Rork 8pring. Five 
of ll11·i I' pjg}Jt (•!JilclrP11 ,,·c1·<· hom ill ihc little - log :u11l-fru111c house on the edge of u lovely 
~rt.'1'11 uwudow. 

'l'lu· Hoc·k Rpring form has half-a-mile of 
fro11tag-e Oil the llorth si<le of t Jic highway from 
Ho1·hi1J .. to .Norhc1•k. 'fhe Rile wns St>lc1·tc>d aml 
I l'l'l'S plallll't) by the YOlllJg' ('011ple Wuilo t)wy 
\\"\'n• liviu~ iu th<' small house in the ,·alley 
hPlo\\', 

t'aroli11l' S. :\Jill .. r. Ll <laughtl'r of Hohr.rt H. 
nnd • \ 1111a .Jannc~ :\Ii Iler of A lexa11dria, had 
>Pl'll a :-whol:11· iu 18.j~ and 18.j5 at Fnir Hill 

111111 iu <>hwy, hP1' fu1 ur1• hushnnd 's hovbooll 
• u,11111•. Shu wrn; wl'll kuowu iu the ncigl.Jho.rliootl 

and later ba<l threp brothC'rH au<l onu sist1•r lfr
i11g on large farm:-; i11 the co111mu11ity. 

111 I hos<> days there were numv vh;itors aucl 
diH•rsious to ndd to the iutt•re.st in isolatl'<l 
l'otrnt.y lif1•. A }urge rcl·eption wus given for the 

• w1·1ld111g party, auJ quilting parlies, the Ji'urm
c:>rs' < 'luh, an<l the Horticultural Societv were 
so1•ia I 01·1·asions of interest. · 

Tl11· land on whi1•h the farm is situated was 
Jiari of a tl'aet of ;,:;o a<'l'N> purchas11d hy Hoger 
l.lrook1• \' of Brooke llroYc in Odober, 18~:l, 
1 ro111 thr l•'ar11wrl':I' and i\11•l•hn11i<'s' Bauk of 
H1•01~1·l11\\'ll. 1t was 011 pad:-1 of Boyil'l'1 l><'luy, 
Hra1ltoril's H1•sl, 111111 .:\lilh·'l'I l>islik11 and co ·t "'" - . ' ., • ·r-·'O p1·r n1·rc•. Hog-<'l' \' ll•fl two-thi1·1b of the 
11:11..t 111 Iii~ llau.!.d1t1•r. Ral'ah B. J•'arqnhar, upo11 

" J11i- d1•:tl 11 Ill ISl;O, :111d in rnfj,j 1-1}11• di\'idl'<l }l(•t' 

~ l:1111d~ :11111111: 111·1· 1·hildn•11. I I Pr eli11•st son, Hogl'l' 
I ... \\';is a~s1g111:d :..!:!!) a<·n·s valul'd at $~5.00 })Cr 
a1·1· ... II ts lll'li••\'Pd ll1uf tlu• old house in the 
\'all 1

'.' \\':ts slaruli11g at the 1 i111<' of Hoger 

XO. !l7 PO~~IBLY JOHN BOYD DEFORE 1794 
LOU~ AND FIUl\lE 

Brooke's JJUn•hn~<' in 1H2:i as tlwre wt'rc ternmts 
on the 11lat·l'1 and it mny Jwvc lll'en uuilt before 
1800. 

"Among tlw pr0111i1a•nf rl'pn•scntnth·es of tho 
)fethodist ProfC'::-la11t Clmn·h iu l'lurkslmru 
i\Icl. was the Hcn•rcml Hl·llll('u T. Boyu. M~'. 
Boyd was horn .July :J, 17!1+. on the old estate 
of the Boyds, known as "Boyd's DP1ny" on 
Hock Crt't'k, t hrcP miles <.·ast of Hock\·illc. 1 •1 

_''}foyd'1:1 ])play," snncycd No,·emher 12, 
l t2v, was ~ranted to Jolm lloy1l, .June G, 1127. 
It couinill<'cl :!:tl iu·n•s, nft l'l'\\·a nls iucrt•ased ln
scvcrul ntlditio11s hy pun•l1nsr mu.1 ~rant. 'rh~ 
lnud UCl'Or<liug to Hd1urf':-1 c•rnlmH·cd the lnuds 
of William K .. \1 mwa:;;tC'r (l\I ilton ll), nnd Rog1•r 
B. Jt'urq11lml' ( Ho1•k Hp1'iug). .:\s lfot•k ~prill!.~ 
dl'cds are s11ow11 lo 1•011taiu parts of Bo\'u 's 
l>l'lay, it b till' <'ollt:lu:--io11 of the author that 
Hock 1-'pring wns I ht• old 1•stat1• of t11c Boyds, 
wherc th1• Hl'\'en•ud Hl•Uhl'u 'I'. Bo\·11 was hon1 
in 17!>4, a1Hl whil'h is l'XtH'H~· ''thn:<' lllill•s t•nst 
uf Hcwk\'ilk•," 011 Hock ( 'n•Pk. 

·when the lll'W hcrnse 011 the hill was built in 
~BW, the historiuu of Handy :;pring d<•serihl•d 
it us 1wm· tlw shon•s ut' Hrn·k <. '1·1•<.•k a11d "" ·
hil>iting a 1::1pceics of on1:uut•11tnl n:·rhitC'cturc 
1rnd1 us hnd JJO{ hcl'11 previou:-l)y nttuine<l in our 
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section." It was looked upon as an extrava
gance with its large rooms, water supply, mod- · 
ern bath (one of the first in the county with 
modem plumbing), and five fireplaces. A grand 
house in its day, and the total cost was $4,913.33 
complete. One hundred and thirty-five friends 
and relatives attended a housewarming party 
in October. It had 14 rooms. 

For several years four children of school 
age drove a two-horse carriage seven miles to 
Sherwood School and back, fourteen miles each 
day. The boys had to "hook-up" this team 
early each morning, ''unhook'' them at school 
to be kept in a shed and fed at noon, and after 
school closed, to repeat the procf'SS. The trip 
each way required an hour's time, was often 
begun before sun-up, and many trips were made 
in a sleigh at ,temperatures hovering around 
zero. Other trips were through mud roads, hub
deep from Rock Spring to Norbeck. Life on a 
big farm in the ''gay nineties,'' no school busses 
then! 

The children of Roger B. and Caroline Far- . 
quhar were George B., married Edith· Bentley 
Thomas, in the lovely old Cherry Grove parlor 
.of her uncle, February 11th, 1891. He was an 
insurance agent for many years, and died at the 
age of 81, in 19-±9. Anna .M:. :Parquhar made her 
home with her father during her long life, and 
died in 1931, the year following her father's 
death. Anna lovingly cared for three of the 
author's children after the death of their mother 
in 1921, and in her will devised to them the home 
left her by her father. 

The second daughter, Sarah B., married 
Harold B. Stabler at Rock Spring in 1913, and 
lived in Baltimore for some years. They then 
moved to Chevy Chase, D. C., where they have 
lived for many years. 

Sarah graduated from Harvard's Sargent 
Srhool for Physical Culture, and was Physical 
Director for \Vomen at Swarthmore College for 
a couple of years. 

Harold Stabler was employed by the C&P . 
11,elcphone· Company for 37 years, and upon 
retirement recei \'eel a testimonial from the 
Company for long and distinguished service as 
one of their Engineers. He was graduated from 
George 'Vashington University. 

Roger B. Jr., the author of this volume, lives 
in Silver Spring. Alice \.,.. was a school teacher 
and Secretary at ReVeral private schools, and 
\vas principal, and assistant principal at Sher-

wood School for five years, and is now retired 
to the home of her late father in Ashton. Mal
colm in 1908 married Katharine Thomas of 
Clifton. They lived at Lonesome Hollow (after 
marriage) which they renamed Glendare. Two 
of their three daughters were horn at Glendare. 
In 1913, Malcolm and his family moved to 

'i{ennett Square, Pennsylvania, where he be
came farm manager of the Pierre S. Du Pout 
estate Longwood. Henry IL Farquhar, tltP 
you:ngcst child, now retired, lives in North 
Carolina. 1',or a numher of ycar8 he was a 
consultant on seientific management, and was on 
the faculty of the Harvard School of Bu:-;iness 
Administration. His wife was Elizah0th 

· Holton, now deceased. 
Hoger B. Farquhar was a progressive farmer 

and public-spirited citizen interested in all 
things designed to improve the county. IT P kept 
a daily diary for over fifty years, starting in 
1856. The author has its eleven large YolmnPR 
filled with a recital of many interesting experi
ences. He was President of the Rockville Fair 
for two terms, 1884 and 1885, a charter memlwr 
of the Enterprise Club organized in 1866; for a 
number of years President .of the Horticultural 
Society, and was for thirty-three years a Direc-

. tor of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of 
' Montgomery County. His fell ow Director and 
good friend, Maryland's Governor Edwin ·war
field, a distinguished Democrat, appointeil him 
(a Republican) in 1904 to the County S<'hool 
Board upon which he served for several y<'ars. 
He was for fifty years Director of the Savings 
Institution of Sandy Spring. Purchasing one of 
the first self-binders in the neighborhood, hf' har
vest(?d in 1884 hiR record wheat crop; forty-Rix 
bushels per acre for fifty acres. 

He cites in his diary a few things for whi<·l1, 
'in his opinion, he might be remembered. On<' 
was his "monument" as he C'alled it: a streteh 

. of two miles of good solid public pike from the 
gate of Rock Spring almost to Norbeck, \Vhich he 
made through the years with his own rn<'n and 
teams. He enjoyed traveling, making rnauy 
trips to other states and enjoying an extewled 
trip to California after selling Rock Spring. 
Roger Farquhar repeatedly predicted that some 
day man wou1~ leHrn to Ry. 

Two events descriLed in his diary gave him 
much pleasure. One was a long ride on the train 
to Philadelphia in the same seat with Admiral 
Farragut. In their long conversation hl' waR 
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gn·atly impressed uy the great man's modesty 
and 11i::; appraiRal of men then in public office. 
l Qnolcll elsewhere) The other event was a 
privat<' dinuer party in the Baltimore home of 
.Johns Hopkins, m~ great philauthrnpist. There 
Wl'rf" twenty-th<' g-ucsts at the table; the repast 
lust('c] ov<'r two hours. Three kinds of wine were 
SP1'\' N 1 with plenty of <'hampagne. He described 
hi:-: distinguished host as: "homely but polite. " 

Hcwk Hpring in 1hc RUDllne>rtimc \\as a busy" 

r lJn<·<' wifh a lnrge family, udclcd to which were 
1111l1t·rs of ~urnme1• uoarde1·s and visiting rela

tiq•i-;. Among ruauy viHiting Washingtonians of 
distinction wc>re: Ainsworth R. Spoff 01·d, 
Lil1rarian of Congress (from 1864' to 1897), his 
<lnu~htcr Florene<', and Bernard R. Gr<'cn, Con
struction Supcrinten<lnnt of the Library of 
Cou~rcss, and architect of other notable build
iugs. On ~ummer evenings ~liss Spofford and 
Mr. GreN1 woul<l mte1'tain with a duet on piano 
aml fiuk to th<' tlelig11t of the company. Othor 
promirn•nt boanlcrs inrludcd George C. May
rnmJ and family. lie was a telephone pioneer 
wl10 g0\' 1.• tiw first phone service to \Vashington 
i11 1877 wlw11 ltc installc<l several lines. The 
first c·Pntrnl offic·e was inl'tallcd lw him in 1878. 
Ot lll'r summer bour<lo1·s included Mujo1· G~nern1 
J ohu Irvin Gregg, the <listinguishcd U niou army 
officer nud his sous Irvin and Bob, and also 
Grnc·e Glasgow Dunlop, lat.-r well known as the 
nntlior of ''A Portrait of Old Georgetown.'' 

Among the ''hanus" who lived in the fo·e 
t<'11ant 11ouses, several were most faithful. 
"lTn<'lc" John Johnson, the teamster, lived on 
the p1a<·e for twenty-two yeari:i. Then he bought 
ft•n arres and built a. comfortable home for his 

~ 

years of retin'mcut. Uc sa,·ed money from his 
wagc>s which nevc>r ex<·ccilc<l $14.00 pe1· nwnth. 
but be l1ad allowance::; for most everythin~ his 
family 1H'<'dc•<1 to Mt, a team to plow l1is gur1l11t1 1 

liis owu hogs, poultry, weal, aml fisli. His :->on, 
Charlie, brought to lfot'k Spring n L tlw ag1• of 
dghtet'n mouths, r<•mni111.'d uutil lti"i twC'uty-fit'th 
birthday. 'l'hcu he 1nin·hase1l n home. 

Jim JPonl, anotl1t•r fai1 hl'ul <•olored 111a11, 

stayed for :n•urs aucJ was tlie gur<lcuer. "Olil" 
l!'onl had white whiskers, aml wns quite cleYcr. 
Wl1c>n tlwrC' wus u cl1oicc of johs to bo <lo1w
maybc one iu hot sun, aud ouc in the shade-he 
would always muuagc to get to the cnsy ouc 
"firsicst." \VlH•n W<' s1·oltlc>1l him for tllis, he 
would reply:" .\h1 Mr. lfoger, it ain't no use you 
gits ol<l wid 'out yon gits euunin '.'' 

One of many oi11er amusing illcic..lcuts the 
author remembers was a quuil hunt wit.li Pather 
an<l brother, Gco1·gc. George lta<l n new donhle
l>anelec.1 brr.N•h-loa<lM, and Pathe1· had bis old 
muzzlc-loncling Civil \Var umskct. 'Vheu a <:oYey 
flew up, George blazed away with both barrels; 
Father followed with a shot f'rom I.tis antique. 
The result: Father, two birds; George none. 
Explanation-George shot into a spot where 
there were no l>irus. Father shot into n spot 
where two hircls were crossing iu flight uucl 
hl~dili~b~~ • 

T110 writer rcculls mnuy of hiR Fathcl''s farm 
sayings or proverbs; one was appropriate to 
February 14, nml states, ''On St. Valentine's 
Duy every goou farmer shonl<l have half bis corn 
and hnlf his hay when the good wife's goos<• 
comes home to lay." Anothc>r wns, "A swnrm 
of bees in Mny is worth n loml of hay. A swarm 
of bees in June is wortll u silver spoon. A 
swarm of bees in ,July is not worth n fly.'' Other 
maxims l1e usNl were: "Always rise from the 
tuhlc a little bit hungry" uuu ''Ncvcrlh·c to <.'at, 
hut <>nt to liV<'." He .frequently wnrue<l us: 
"\\'ilful wn:-1fo, makes woeful wunt." 

One of Jc'atl1er's faYorite jokps Jll•rtuins lo a 
ueigl1hor who honsfo<l tllnt he coulcl sit in his 
easy chair on the front porch, nntl know wlwtlu:r 
his man, Bill, was sh,adily plowiug with th<! 
teuru in the field back of the woods. Ile coulcl 
tell by 1he loud "squN1k, sqtH'Hk" of the small 
wheel on t11e beam of his big- hnrshear plow. He 
said 11<' dl'l ihrratcly iwver oil{•d it so he conl<.1 
know Bill wns busy when he hcanl the squeak. 
He thought this Ycry de\"C'l', until one day when 
he went out to see Bill. 'l'lwrc he fonn<l his man 
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sitting on the hrnm of the plow, tuming the 
wlteel hy hand which went "s11ncnk, squcnk." 

Tfog1•r Fan1uhnr told of <·rossin~ tlw Potomnc 
a numliPr of tinwi-: in a sleigh on the i<'e, when 
,·isiting Alc.>xanclria a Ct·ntmy ago. When 110 was 
"1•nnrting" 01w nf tlw l\lillcr girls in their 
hospitnltle home on North \\'nsl1in~ton Street, 
his <'1msin 'Vnlter Brooke of Willow Oro\'c wa1:1 
also a suitor. In those <lnys, trnnspnrtation 
lll'ing- whnt it wns, th0 ~lontg-onwry County 
lu•aux were usunlly i1witcd to spcntl thr night. 
On tliis oc<•nsion, when hoth were there, W'nltcr 
nnnomw<-d in tlll' cYenin~ thnt hr would lrnYc 
hcfon• the famil~· hn•akt'ust. to f'afrh the enrly 
linat t'o1· "Wnshington. 

\\':1lt1•r rnsl' <'nl'ly, quietly tippPtl 1lown tho 
stairs inhiti :-;toc•kin~ fr<>t. opened the im1c1· cloor 
to the front vestihulc. and closed it hchind him. 
It l<whd itsrlf. Then, to his const<>rnntion, he 
found the 011tc>r cloor Jockl'll also nutl he had to 
rm1nin in the n~stilml<•, a prii-:oncr lmtil rclcn8ed 
n c•o11plc of llonrs Inter. His emhar1·ass111cnt "an 
h<' imn~inNl. .Ncl'<llt>ss tn ~n~·, Walter .. missed 
the hont," an<l he also missC'd the gi1·~ for Hoger 
m111Ti<'1l hor ! ! ! 

<1nroline M. Farquhar diril on April 11, 1004, 
of J)ht•umonin rontriwfNl on n c•old 1lri\·c from 
n Snudy Rpring ~Ic·Pting. OtH' of her mm1y eulo
gies was: "Ynrk thr pcrfoc·t, m11l lwhold the 
npri~ht mother. There \V<'I'<~ thnrms of the 
outwnl'<l pcr:-:on not swift to wan1'. f-lhe to whom 
t hoSl' attractions \\'('l'<' rnt rusted to snrh n rare 
t!Pgr<'<' Re<'ming 11n1·ons<'ionti of them. All who 
knt•w Jrrr re<'OA't1izc1l the Rtamp of her wise and 
wonrlrons pc>rsonnlity." 

Hoger R I•'arqnhar, Sr., 1lircl Mnr<'h 4. Hl2!l, in 
l1is 11i111•ty-sc•1•01Hl year at Tm·en•nnhl, Ashton, 
l\laryla11ci, on the strnkc of noon just nH TTc>rlwrt 
lloo\'PI' was takin~ th1• onth of oni<'<' ns Presi
dc•nt. In l!lt:!, Hol{<'r B. l•'nrqnhar, Sr., sold the 
form of :w1 arn•s to P. P. Gihson, for ,iust 
$40,000-cqual to $100.00 pt'r ac•r<>. He had 
oftc•n tolrl his family that whC'n he "<'oulll re
c<>iYe $100 }J<'l' n<'re, he woultl s(•Jl flu.• home." 
If l• then took it easy nnd I rayc•lt'!l. 

Sc•lling Rcll'k ~pring in l!l1 :! to }1'. P. Oihson, be 
i-.;pent the next HiXiN•n )'Nll'S trn\·Pling- and re
luxin~ from an af'tiY<' lif<'. In hiR memorial he 
wn:-; rrf P1T1•1l to as n mnn of iwrnpulons honesty, 
fair in ull his clenling, lltc hc>st nnd most :-:;n<•ccss
ful of farmers, nnrl on<' uni ,·cri-nlly rrspcc•tc<l 
:uul 1l1·ferrcd to. 

~lr. Gihson lrn1 l monp~· n111l <'n•dit, hnt little 

C.\HOJ.f.Nl•: l\llLl EH FARqt'IUH. 
IS12-J!I01 

pra<'tical farming exprri<'n1·c. TI1· wm; n tltl•nn•ti
cnl former, fl gl·nt lrmau ly typ<•. In a f<'\\' Yl'll rs 
)11 1 g:wc it up, nm! the~ plsic·" wm1 Hnlcl to Mr. \\'m. 

'A. Hill, n succesl'ful \VaRhinglon R<·al J•;:-.111t1• 
hrokcr nncl ill\'cstor. 

The namr of" Rol'k Hpring" is ilcri\'Nl from 
n truly "1·ock spring," wliich has conli11uecl to 
flow, in Rumnwl' or wint<•r, in ~Pason nn1l nut, 
without any diminution, from a hol" in :i hi~ 
roc·k nt the foot of n wooclNl hillsillc. (Thi• nn-
1 hor found the tl'nqwrnlurc in .\ngm~t. J!HiO, 
to he ·18 dc•grees fi'.) 

Tlw county now }m:-; a plan to construct fl 

hig dum on the Past hrnnC'h of H1l<'k CrP<'k, whi1•h 
will flood numy nrr<'R of the 'paralliH• of 1111r 

vonth.' hac·ki11~ wakr O\'('I' tlu' old mradnws 
~·lt>ar up to thr AYon line lielow tlw prPs1•nt 
Ho<·k Rpring house. 

Rock Spring meant to iunnnwral>lt' peoph· n 
home of p<'n<>c and plent~., of bountiful mu] 
C')ll\l'llling lrospitnlity. rrhc fn rm wns ratl'1l hy f he 
Pnfr1•rl'it~· of )fnrylnncl anti tlw UnitNl :-itafps 
i\gri1·u ltu n1 l l ><'part 111<'11 t ns one of th<' most. 
prodtwtiYC' farms in l\Jar~·Jancl. In 1 !14;) H1wk 
Spring wns pun·hnscrl hy I>r. Mnr,·us Ht·hwai·tz
man of 'Vashington who is tlw pre:-t•nt mnll'r. 
They l1nYe lwuntiflc1l ancl mMecl many impro\'<'
ments fo the honsc. making it mmi-:11ally alf 1·n1· 
ti\'('. 

'I'l1is lnrgl' horn:H• !milt in 187:~. hy Rog-Pl' B. 
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11'arq11har, l-\r., wl1i<·h has liem1 outfitted and 
~ (p1ipp1·cl l11·aulifullv with C'\·crv modern <'Oll

n•11il·11l'l'. l'vt'H Juxu1:iN~, 11ns in lhul been leased 

hy Dr. Sdrn n rt~man tu L. S. A nnv ~r ajor 
Lannigan, willt wife and fh<' c·hildren. ·They <lo 
no funning whatcYer. 

Rolling Acres 

• 

1 

T 111·~ s11l>st ant ial l'Ollgli st01w house shown 
is 11tll• ol' sl'\'l'ntl built l1y, or fo1· the 
<Jaitl1Pr t'nmily of' 1\lontgomcry Conuiy. 

I I is 11111• of' t Iii• l'l'W lw111-<Ps whieh the lmrricane 
111' I "!Hi was 1111al1ll1 to hatlPr dowu in tbn.t area. 

'1'111· lll:tssi\" house, two sloriPs high with 
I hil·k "n lls, was I milt in 1 HOG a~ shown lw the 
clatl' ou m1e 1•rnl 1war t11c pPak of tlie roof .Ac-
1·orcling- to i111'on11ntion gi\'cm hv mrmbers of 
t liis pru111i1w11f l\ln1•vland fumilv ·the house was " . ' li11ilt liy l•'n·dl·ric·I< Onill11•r who mnTTicd Jane 
Uartt•ll in No\'cmhor, 1800. His remains lie 
l111riNl urn.l<>r n marhle i;ln.b in the family plot l)e
himl t1w house. Upon lJis tomhstone are cl1is
C'IPtl: '· (i'n•deril'k Guithcr. Departed this life 
.July JI), JH.+.> .• \gPd 75 )'Mrs." His second wife, r--:\ 1111, dic•d .I une, 181;-1, anrl is lmri<'<l hC'sidc him . . 

\ 011 • \ pl'il 8, 17~:>. n land grant of 516 acres 
1·al1Pcl l~l·n.imnin 's Lot was mat1e to Benjamin 
<laith1·1·. Holli11.~ ..Ac•re:i slaml~ on part of that 
~runt, m11J ulso on part of "Addition to Brooke 
Oron'. 1

' 

.At'<'or<liug to Scliarf's History of Western 
Illa r,11lr111d. the will of F:<lwnrd Gaither was pro
ha 1 cd in 1777. He was a sou of Benjamin. In 
this insfrume11t lie devised plots of land to his 
mm1<'rnn;; sous, and it is hclievcd that ulti-
11111h•ly t!Ollll' OJ' this Jnn<l, wJlicJ.i is difficult to 
identify, including Rolling Acres, passed into 
po~sl'ssion of SumuL~l, Orecnbury and Perry 
Otuthcr, all of n lntrr generation. ~,rcdcrick was 
prohahly a ROD of Ji~cJwar<l, and the father of 
Smnu<.'I, Greculmrv and Perrv Gaither. Accord
ing to familr rcc:ords, Pen~y fell heir to the 
Holliug Acres fam1. 

.\mong the mnrkerH in the lmrinl plot near 
tlw old hollll' arc to: • · 8muuel Gaither, B-J un
ua ry '..?, 1~00, ll-A11gust 8, 1860," and to 
"(fre1•nhury Gaither, B-April 16, 1820, D
Sc•pte111her ~4, 1848," aud another, presumaLly 

• Uw. son o~ Fre<l<•rick, is marked by a slab in
,..--1'l'rth<>1l with: "Perry Gailhcr, who depa1·tecl 
' thiH life March a, 185.+, aged 43 years.,, 

~O. ll.J C-!! FHEI>EHICK GAITHER 1806 
STO'.l:E 

l•'ollowiug· Perry Gailht•r. the farm sel·tus to 
ha\·c dc:wc11cll't.11 1wc·or<liug to un i11-law of the 
Guithers, to a sigfor o( Daniel Gaither,' Sr. 
Danit'l Ouitlwr, Hr. 's, wife Henrietta, is re
cor<lerl by u marker ns "ltaYiug departed this 
life April 4, 18G4, aged 85 yNns.'' .A son of this 
couple, I>n11it·l, .Jr., wus born in this ol<l stone 
house, and lllO\'cd to Hoxhury Mills in Howard 
Co11uty. l le wus for muny ye;ll's u County Com
wissionor of If owurcl l'o1111ty, n position he filled 
with much ac<•luim from hit:; fellow citizens of 
tllut county. 11'01· years he was an efficient agent 
ot' the :Mut nul l1'irc 111smancc Company of Mont
gomery County. 

Aliout 1 he time of the Civil War, this old 
Gaither phrntntion pussctl to tlac Ma"'rucler fmu
ily, in whil'h family it remained fo1:' about fifty 
year~. One of the lfltfor fnmily, John Fletcher 
D. )fagTmlm\ nhont that time married Deborah 
J. Gaither, and ~hr cli<'d uot long after their 
marriage. Jt is l'l'JH>rtell ihnt he then-too r-ioon 
after his wi fc '::; d<•at h for ~ootl tai::te-lllanit>d 
her 11ir<'t', )[ arthn June Gaither. Through one 
01· hoth of t lwst• marring<.'s hl' n<'(1nired owm'r
ship of the vul11ahlc property. He wus a farmer 
ull 11is lift'. 11.,l...teh<'r :i\lugrmler placed n fine 
marker o\'t'l' the grn,·e of wife No. 1, whil'h 
is 1hcrc tocl:1y to tt>stify to his estt>em. It is 
chiseled in murblc: '' J)chorah J., wife of J olm 
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