
Capsule Summary 

A.J. Cashell Farmhouse 

Ji..n:l 1991 

Mont. Co. survey prefix 27 

Site number 6 

Approx. building date c. 1868 

Town/town vicinity 
Access 

Silver Spring 
Public I Private 

Short Description of Site: 

Though subsequent development has displaced the original road from 

Layhill Road to this farmhouse, the Cashell fa:rrnhouse still retains 

sufficient ground and mature trees to maintain its ambience. The rnain 

house is three-bay, two-story and gable-roofed with a centered one

story pedimented porch. The ell in the rear is two-story with two bays 

and a massive Colonial style chimney on the gable end. The wash house 

in the rear has a braced overhanging extension of the gable roof at 

the entry, and a large brick chimney at the rear. 



Analysis of Evaluation 

f.QZ: 

A.J Cashell Farmhouse (27/6) 

Value 
Descr. 

Outstanding 

Considerable 

Moderate 

Minor 

Evaluation 
Criteria 

.,, 
Arch. 
Sign if. 

June 1991 

~ ....-. 

Arch. Historical 
Integrity Sign if. 

Rating for this site: Good 

Criteria: 

Rating 

Procedure: 

# of Boxes Selected x 100 
12 

0 - 25 % = Unqualified 
25 - 50 % = Minimal 
50 - 75 % =Mid-level 
75 -100% =Good 
90 - 1 00% = Natl. Reg. (with 

possible exceptions) 

Arch Signjfjcance - that quality which embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 

~possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose component may lack individual distinction. 

Hjstorjcal Significance - that quality present in sites associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or that are 
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that have yielded, or may 
be likely to yield, information important in history. 

Arch Integrity - determined by the number of architectural changes to the site ... using 
the following list as a guide ... (and) noting other unusual changes. 

Detrimental Changes (depending on the quality of its original character) : 

new or relocated chimney 
rebuilt foundation 
new porch 
original windows changed (at a later, but still historical, date) 
modern windows in original frames 
original windows intact but extra ones added 
change in shape or size of window openings 
lack of outbuildings 
aluminum siding (unless original architraves and trim are retained) 
asphalt or asbestos siding (over original siding) 
recent change of location 

CrjticaJ Changes· 
aluminum siding added; architraves eliminated 
additions engulfing or removing portions of original building 

Val11e Descriptions 

QutstandjIJg - distinguished; of particular import. to Md. historic & arch. past. 

ConsjderabJ_e - deserving of recognition; contributes to the understanding of history or 
~rchitectural heritage represented in Maryland 

Moderate - commonality ... lack of historic signif. or arch. style, except if scarce 

Minor - unimportant or inferior; little arch. worth and absence of hist. iruportance 



.si_t_e Information Summary 

~ 

A.J. Cashell Farmhouse 

Site number 

Co. tax account number 
Street address 

Name of property owner 

27/6 
2650731 

June 1991 

15308 Morningmist Lane 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20895 

: George M. and A. s. King 
Addr. of property owner : 15308 Morningmist Lane 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20895 

Historic Preservation Master Plan Recommendation: 

Historic Preservation Ordinance Criteria 

(1) Historical and cultural significance. The historic resource: 

_{_ a. Has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage 
or cultural characteristics of the county, state or nation; 

b. Is the site of a significant historic event; 
c. Is identified with a person or group of persons who influenced 

society; 
d. Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historic 

heritage of the county and its cormnunities. 

(2) Architectural and design significance. The historic resource: 

a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction; 

b. Represents the work of a master; 
c. Possesses high artistic values; 
d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 

may lack individual distinction; or 
e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the 

neighborhood, community or county due to its singular physical 
characteristic or landscape. 

Environmental Setting Recomm.endation: 

The environmental setting should include the entire parcel of 1.02 acres. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State H isteric Sites ln1e11tery Ferm 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic A. J. Cashell Farmhouse 

and/or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 
15308 Morningmist Lane 

city, town 
Silver Spring 

_vicinity of 

state 
Maryland 

county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
-·yes: unrestricted 
1S._ no 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 8 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name George M. and A.S~ King 

street & number 15308 Morningmist Lane telephone no.: (301) 598-0408 

city, town Silver Spring state and zip code Maryland 20895 

5. Location of Legal Descri-ption 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Montgomery County Courthouse 

liber 7941 

street & number folio 181 

city, town 
Rockville state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Montgomery County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 
_federal ~state ~county _local 

depository for survey records M-NCPPC 

city, town 8787 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring state Maryland 



.·~ 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good 
__ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _2S_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

. ".J 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Summary: Though subsequent development has displaced the original road 
from Layhill Road to this f a:rmhouse, it still retains sufficient ground and 
mature trees to maintain its ambience. The house itself is in excellent 
condition and a good example of a late nineteenth century fa:rmhouse. It 
retains a wash house in good condition in the rear. 

Description: The house is a three-bay, two-story and side-gabled structure, 
with a centered one-story pedimented porch. There are returns on the gable 
ends, and dentiling under the box cornice which is unusual in that the 
dentils are alternately long and short. There are chimneys through the roof 
at either end of the main block. The front door has a transan with faceted 
rrruntins, as well as side lights. The porch retains jig-sawed balusters as 
shown in the 1974 picture; missing parts were replaced by the current 
owner. In fact, the house looks exactly the same as the 1974 picture except 
that the trellis on the porch has been removed. The configuration of the 
windows shown in this picture is reversed on the opposite end of the house, 
with the two windows, one over the other, being located at the rear of the 
elevation rather than towards the front. Windows are 6/6 double-hung, 
except for those on the second-story of the ell which are 6/3, and two 4/4 
windows in each gable of the main block. A modern sliding window has been 
added on the first story of the ell addition; it replaced an original door. 
There are composition shingles with a small "S" configuration on the roof. 
The house is weatherboarded. The foundation has been parged. Originally, 
the road approached the house from the front. 

The two-story, two-bay ell in the rear was originally one-story; it was 
enlarged in the 1930s by the previous owners, the Baughmans, who also add.ed 
a massive Colonial style chimney on the gable end. At the time of the 
addition of the second story, half of the one-story rear wing was a porch 
and the other half was a kitchen. 

wash liouse: The wash house has a braced overhanging extension of the gabl!$ 
roof at the entry, and a large brick chimney at the rear. It has a wood shake 
roof, clapboards and a board and batten door. There is a six light 
horizontal window on either side. According to the current owners, the wash 
house is log under clapboard. 

A barn which stood behind the house and another across the street were 
taken down by the developer in about 1987. 

Researcher: Susan Escherich, May 8, 1991. 



#7.Description 

From: Maryland Historical Trust, State Historic Sites Inventory Form, 1974. 

r 

,,,~ , .. ":: 
:... .. ..;-.... ___ __ 



8. Significance Survey No. 

Period Al'eas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_-_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
__E_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

_ archeology-prehistoric 
_ archeology-historic 
_ agriculture 
~ architecture 
_art 
_commerce 
_ communications 

c 1868, 1930s 

check: Applicable C:i:-iteria: A 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A 

_ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_conservation _law _science 
_economics _ literature _sculpture 
_education _ military _ social/ 
_engineering _ music humanitarian 
~exploration/settlement _ phHosophy _theater 
_ industry _ politics/government _transportation 
_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/Architect Andrew J. Cashell/---

B c D 

B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The A.J. Cashell fa:rmhouse is significant as an exan:-q;:ile of rural vernacular 
architecture typical of that constructed in Montgome:ry County in the 
second half of' the nineteenth centu:ry. Now surrounded by a modern 
subdivision, it is one of only a few such structures remaining in the area 
and has, to a large degree, retained its integrity. 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Agriculture 
2. Geographic Organization: Piedmont (Montgomery County) 
3. Developnent Period: Agricultural-Industrial Trasition 

1815-1870 A.D. 
4. Resource Type(s): Small family fa:rmsteads 

uThe cashell family had been in the Olney, Layhill and Norbeck areas since 
about the year 1800 when George cashell, who came to this count:ry frcm 
Ireland, first settled in the area. The house is believed to have been built 
by Andrew J. cashel l, a f anner and blacksmith, about 18 6 8. 1 Andrew received 
the land on which his house was built through the last will and testament of 
his father, George Cashell, in 1864. At the time of his death, George owned 
two parcels of land. one parcel consisted of 83 acres and the other of 
1261/2, both of which he passed on to his sons, Andrew- J. and Thomas F. 
cashell. 2 The land was part of tracts referred to as 'Layhill' and 'Resurvey 
on Enster Rectified and Divided.' 

nrn 1909, the heirs of Andrew- Cashell sold the fann (consisting of the full 
2091 /2 acres of George's original estate) to Charles G. Willson. 3 

(cont.) 

1 The date giYen is based when the property was received, the date that it appears on the tax records with 
improvements, and the fact that it does not appear on the county map of 1865. 
2 Will JWS 1/120, Montgomery County Register of Wills. 
3 Deed 594110, Montgomery County Land Records. 



#8. Significance (cont.) 2 A.J. Cashell Farmhouse 
(27 / 6) 

.·,,.._ Charles conveyed the property to Elizabeth M. Willson in November of 1917. 4 

Then, in May of 1935, Elizabeth sold the farm to Wilbur N. Baughman, who 
raised cattle. s 

"Wilbur and his wife, Octavia, owned the farm until 1967 when they filed for 
bankruptcy. The house, as described in the advertisement for its sale, is a 
frame residence consisting downstairs of: a center hall, a living room with 
a fireplace, a powder roam, a large kitchen and a family roan with a 
fireplace. Upstairs, there (are) two bedrooms and a bath in the front of the 
house and a living room, one bedroom and a bath in the rear section. Also on 
the property are two barns, an office, garage and a sunmer house. 6 The farm 
was sold in March of 1970 to Isador s. Turover for $135,000. 7 In October of 
1972, Isador sold the farm to The United Jewish Endowment Fund of the United 
Jewish Appeal (UJA) of Greater Washington, Inc. 9 "

9 In 1985, the UJA sold the 
property to Avery-Flaherty Property, Inc. 10 which laid out the subdivision 
of "Gayfields". Avery-Flaherty, in turn, conveyed "Lot #28 in Block Jin the 
subdivision "Gayfields" to George M. King, the current owner, in September 
1987. 11 

4 Deed 268/315, Montgomery County Land Records. 
s Deed 594/10, Montgomery County Land Records. 
s Equity #38136, Montgomery County Central Files. 
7 Deed 4159/261, Montgomery County Land Records. 
" Deed 4299/713, Montgomery County Land Records. 
9 Catherine Crawford, Maryland Historical Trust, "State Historic Sites Inventory Form", October, 1982. 

~ 10 Deed 6800/206, Montgomery County Land Records. 
11 Deed 7941/181, Montgomery County Land Records. 



Land, Tax, and Will Records, Montgomery County, Maryland. 
Crawford, Catherine, Maryland Historical Trust, "State Historic Sites 

Inventory Form", October, 1982. 
Interview with current owner, Ms. A. King, May, 1991. 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Kensington 

· 44, 618 F 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLi.J ~l _._ _____ ! _! ...._._ ____ __ 
E l...LJ I I ._I ......._.____.___ __ 

G Li.J I I _! -----

Verbal boundary description and justification 

sw I 
Zone 

oLLJ I 
F LLJ I 
HLL_j I 

Quadrangle scale 

I I I I I I I 
Easting Northing 

I I I 
I I I 
I I 

1:24000 

The boundaries of the property are the lot lines which define Lot 28, 
south of Morningmist Drive and west of Morningmist Lane, which are boldly 
delineated on the accompanying tax map and subdivision plat. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Lois Snyderman and Susan Escherich, Historic Preservation Consultants 

organization date June 1991 

street & number 8804 Spring Valley Road telephone (301) 654-6423 

city or town 
Chevy Chase 

state 
Maryland 20815 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section l~l KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



M3ryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic A.J. Cashell farmhouse 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 15200 Layhill Rd. 

city, town 
Glenmont _ vicinity of 

-
Survey No~,~ 27_6 

Magi No• 1 7 0 7 0 8 5 5 Q 4 

DOE ___yes ~no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 5th 

state 
Maryland Montgomery 

county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
- bullding(s) 
_structure 
_site 

/"-~object 

Ownership 
_public 
-'.'If- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
-..:x- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
-· yes: unrestricted 
~no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 

. _ entertainment 
_ government 
__ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ ovn.1ers) 

name 
~United Jewish Endowment Fund of the United Jewish Appeal 

street & number 
6935 Arlington Rd. telephone no. : 

city, town 
Bethesda state an4 zip code Maryland, 20014 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mo_n tgomery_c,...o'""'u...,n...,tc,;-y__...L..,.a_..,.n..._d_R..._e"""c"""o"""'r...,d..,s"---------=l=i=be=r:::r.4.=2L9L9 __ _ 

street & number folio713 

city, town Rockville state Mary land 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _ federal ..2L._ state -1L county _ local 

tosltory for survey records Park Historian's Office 
-~--------------------

elty, town Rockville state Maryland 



-.£XCELLENT 

..1.GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-~NALTERED 

...iiALTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

-ORIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a two-story, frame structure with a three
bay main (east) facade. The central doorway has transom and 
sidelights. Below the boxed cornice is a row of dentils of 
alternating lengths. The cornice is returned into the gable
ends. There are internal chimneys at either end. A front porch 
has a jigsaw-work ballustrade. 

A two-story ell extends to the west. The windows are 6/6, 
double-hung sash - except for those on the second floor of the 
ell, which are 6/3. Behind the house is a log smokehouse with 
an A-roof. At the west end is a brick, external chimney. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~eri1':ld Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
. _ prehistoric 
-· -- 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

"" 150.0:-:1.599 
, 160~1699 

-- 1700-1799 

~ agriculture -,.-- economics __ literature __ sculpture 
..x- architecture __ education __ military . __ social/ 
-. _art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_· _ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater -- 1800-f899 

---1900- -- communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 
-- Invention __ other (specify) 

s~~ecific dates circa. 1868 Builder/ Architect 

c:hecl<: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare· both a summar:f,.Paragraph of significance and a gerl~ral stateme~t of history and 
support. \ 

The·A.J. Chashell farmhouse is significant as an example of llernacular 
archit~c.tu-:t:~'';typJcal of that constructed in M()ntgomery County from the mid
ninete~nth. through the early twentieth cen.turies. The Cashell family had been 
in the Olney, Layhill and Norbeck areas since about the year 1800 when George 
Cashel!, who came to this country from Ireland, first settLed in the area. 
The;house is believed to have been built by Andrew J. Cashell, a farmer and a 
bla(!ksmith, ab<;)Ut 1868.1 Andrew· received the land on which his house was built. 
through the last will and testament of his father, George Cashell, in 1864. 
At the time of his dea1th, George owned two parcels of land~ One parcel con
sisted of 83 acres and the other of 126 1/2, both of which he passed on to 
his sons, Andrew J. and Thomas F. Cashell.2 The land was part of tracts re
ferred to as "Layhill".and "Resurvey on Enster Rectified and Divided." 

In 1909, the heirs of Andrew Cashell sold the farm (consisting of the full 
209 1/2 acres of .George's original estate) to Charles G. Willson.3 Charles 
conveyed the property to Elizabeth M. Willson in November of 1917.4 Then, in 
May of 1935, Elizabeth sold the farm to Wilbur N. Baughman.5 

Wilbur and hi.s wife, Octavia, cwrred thQ; fa.T:m< un.tll 19'6'17 when they filed 
for bankruptcy. The house, as described in the Advertisemnet for its sale, is 
a frame residence consisting downstairs of; a center hall, a living room with 
a fireplace,·a powder room, a large kitchen and a family room with a fireplace. 
Upstairs, there two bedrooms and a bath in the front of the house a.nd a living 
room, one bedroom and a bath in the rear section. Also on the property are 
two barns, an office, garage and a summer house.6 The farm was sold in March 
of 1970 to Isador S. Turover for $135,500.7 In October of 1972, Isador sold 
the farm to the present owner, The United Jewish Endowment Fund of the United 
Jewish Appeal of Greater Washington, Inc.8 

lThe date given is based on the date that the property w.as received, the 
date that it appears on the tax records with improvements and the fact that it 
"does not appear on the county map of 1865. 

2Will JWS 1/120, Mont. Co. Register of Wills. 
3Deed 594/10, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

~ee attachment sheet A 
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attachment sheet A 

4need 268/315, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

5Deed 594/10, II II 

6Equity #38136, Mont. Co. Central Files. 

7need 4159/261, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

8need 4299/713, " II 

M::L1-£ 



·~·~;;,:·:'41aiali~1ti1To9;ar;t1Icai·~"Jifi~erences~-·· · Survey No. 
r)\'"1 • ,;t.~ ,. , 'I 11' ,, If~'" ' T '1''' ' ' 

Mont. Co. Land Records 
J1.ont. Co. r ·Register of Wills 
~Mont. Co. Judgement Records 

.. : 0.
1 
·:J}eographical Data 

Jc;1creage ~f nominated property .18 • 46 acre~-----· _· _ · 

Ch.1adrangle name---- Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references c P: I ''• 

:~ L.J I I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li..J I I J.. J I I oUJ I I I I 
E LU I I I I I F. Li_J I I I I 
c;l..LJ I I I I I 

',' 
I H L...LJ I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and count~·· for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code . county ~ . ·~ code 

<';tate code county code 

~1. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine: Crawford 

organlzationM. C • Hist • Preservation Commission date 10/82 
,,•·•J," ·.,.,. ..... : ; , •• ,.. ;" ... ' 

street & number ·telephone 
• ' .. ; '-:' 't ~. ~ '. r\ I C l l 

;:!tY or town Rockville state Maryland 

The Maryland.Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the MarylandcLegislature ,to be found in the Annotated 

.• Code of MaJ:'yland, Arf':ic.le. i~1 ~' Sectfon isi u: ( f974 supplement. 

, Tl1e fil,urvey ,and inventory are being prepared for information and 
' ~'ecorci' purposes only and do not constitut~ a~y' infringement of 

individual property rights. 

I 
I 
I 

. " , . ., . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryl~nd'' 21461 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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