
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT 

Property Name:Rosehill[Thomas Canby House 
Survey No.: M:28-22 CPACS C7.6) 

Property Address 10 Watergate Court, Silver Spring vicinity (Colesville), Montgomerv County. Marvland 
Owner Name/Address Elie and LB Rogers. 10 Watergate Court. Silver Spring. MD 20905 

,.,...._ Year Built circa 1800/1885/1990 

Description: 

Rosehill, constructed circa 1800, 1885 and remodeled in 1990, was previously surveyed by Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission in 1994. The house and setting remains unchanged since the time of the previous survey. The 
wood-frame smokehouse remains, while the bank barn was destroyed by fire several years ago. Located west of the house, 
the smokehouse has a front-gable roof covered with corrugated metal and vertical wood siding. The property containing the 
barn has since been subdivided and developed. 

National Register Evaluation: 

Rosehill, constructed circa 1800, 1885 and remodeled in 1990, was previously surveyed by Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission in 1994. The property is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is 
not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant 
in the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with 
persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. It is not eligible under 
Criterion C, as the structure has lost architectural integrity. The addition and alterations to the property in 1990 significantly 
enlarged the dwelling and impacted the circa 1800 portion of the structure. Finally, the property has no known potential to 
yield important information, and therefore, does not meet Criterion D. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eligibility __ recommended __ x_ not recommended 
Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

E. Hannold/K. Williams 11/25/1996 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Preparer: 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
December 1996 
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CAPSULE SUMMARY 

FOR 

CANBY HOUSE/ROSEHILL 

10 WATERGATE COURT, CLOVERLY 

Montgomery County Survey Prefix & Site Number: M-28/22 

Approximate Building Date: circa 1800, 1885, altered 1990 

Town or Vicinity in which Resource is Located: Cloverly 

Access: Private 

Rosehill is a remodeled two story frame I-house located on 

an approximately one-acre hilltop site off Watergate Road. The 

~ house is a traditional side-gabled center hall I-house. The I­

house was a principal domestic building type in Montgomery County 

during the nineteenth century, but few of these houses have 

survived in the eastern section of Montgomery county.without 

extensive renovation. Although Rosehill has been remodeled, it 

retains sufficient integrity of location, setting, form, plan, 

and materials to represent a distinctive surviving example of 

this once common farmhouse type in eastern Montgomery County. 



~·,... 

• • rMARY(AND INVENTORY OF 
Maryland H1stoncal Trust "~""HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

survey Nor1 -ze ~ 21_ 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form , 

1. Name· (indicate preferred name} 

historic Rosehill 

and/or common Thomas Canbv House 

2. Location 

street & number 10 Watergate Court 

city, town Silver Spring _ vicinity of 

state MD county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership sztus 

district- _public occupied 
~ building(s) ~private _ unoccupied 
_structure _both _ work in progress 
_site Public Acquisition Accessible 
~·~object _in process .±_yes: restricted 

~ being considered _yes: unrestricted 
not applicable _no 

I 

I 

DOE _yef no 

_ no1 for publication 

congressional district 8 

Montgome:ry 

Present Use 
_ agriculture - museum 
_commercial 

~ 
park 

_educational ~private residence 
_ entertainment - religious 
_government - scientific 
_ industrial - transportation 
_military - other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) ,...___ 

name Elie S. & L.B. Rogers 

street & number 10 Watergate Court telephone no.: 

Silver Spring state and zip code 
MD 20904 

city, town 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montaomerv County Courthouse li: Der 4865 

street & number 51 Monroe Street fo io 576 

city, town Rockville state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

title Montgome:ry County Locational Atlas of Historic Sites 

date 1976 _federal _state _ county _focal 
,...,,......,~ 

~ository for survey records M-NCPPC 

city, town Silver Spring state 



7. Description 

Condition 
-;::r excellent 
_.z::,,__ good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
_:f,_ altered 

C?tck one 
original site 

_moved date of move 

Survey No. H: 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Rosehill is a remodeled two story frame I-house located on an 
approximately one-acre hilltop site off Watergate Road. The house is 
a traditional side-gabled center hall I-house with clapboard walls 
(sided with vinyl in 1990) and a moderate pitched roof covered by 
composition shingle. The two-story building has an H-plan with a main 
rectangular I-house core built (ca. 1885), a rear hyphen constructed 
(1800), and rectangular two bay garage wing (1990). 

The principle elevation of the house faces southwest overlooking 
the original sloping yard and curvilinear drive that descends to 
Watergate Road. The front of the building has a five-bay facade with 
symmetrical ranks of two-over-two windows. The central entry has a 
transom and sidelights and is covered by a full length one story 
hipped roofed porch supported by six chamfered posts. The central 
window sash on the second floor has been replaced by a projecting 
glass bay. Otherwise, the building type's expected exterior appear­
ance, largely created by the symmetrical five bay facade, central 
hall form, two-story height and two room length, retains a relatively 
high degree of integrity. 

The gable end facades of the I-house core facing northwest and 
southeast have paired two-over-four sash windows flanking the inter­
nal chimney stack at the gable ends to light the attic level. On the 
northwest facade there are two two-over-two windows on the first and 
second stories lighting the front half of this main I-house section. 
On the southeast gable end elevation there are four symmetrically 
paired two-over-two windows on the first and second levels. 

The elevations of the hyphen ell continue the symmetrical window 
pattern and have a row of three four-over-four windows at the second 
story. On the ell's northwest facade, a porch has been infilled and 
a narrow door with a six-over-six window has been installed. A dou­
ble window with six-over-six sash and single six-over-six window 
light the rooms on this floor. On the hyphen's southeast elevation, 
the porch remains open and has a shed roof supported by square 
columns. There two symmetrically placed entries flanking a centrally 
placed double window with six-over-six sash. The remaining rectangu­
lar two-bay garage addition mirrors the I-house form of the original 
frame building and has symmetrically placed one-over-one windows on 
the second level of the southeast facade. The remaining one-over-one 
windows of this addition are irregularly placed. 



8. Significance Survey No. µ: 28-22 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
~ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _law __ science 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
-;;;::-f 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

-;::-1- agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
2-- architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art 
__ commerce 
__ communications 

Specific dates 1885 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_engineering _music 
_exploration/settlement _ phil~sophy 

_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/Architec;trnkn Ol•m 

A _B )(_c _D 

A B C D E F G 

national state local 

humanitarian 
__ theater 
__ transpol'tation 
__ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gei\eral statement of history and 
support. \ 

Summary: The I-house was a principal domestic building type in 
Montgomery County during the nineteenth century, but few of these 
houses have survived in the eastern section of Montgomery county 
without extensive renovation. Although Rosehill has been remodeled, 
it retains sufficient integrity of location, setting, form, plan, and 
materials to represent a distinctive surviving example of this once 
common farmhouse type in eastern Montgomery County. 

A house at Rosehill was originally constructed around 1800 by 
Dr. Benjamin Duvall who left a log structure and land to his daughter 
Deborah. Deborah Duvall had married Thomas Canby III and soon after 
their marriage they moved to Rosehill. According to family tradition, 
the hyphen section of this house, known by the Canbys as the "par­
lor," is the original building that became an ell when the large 
frame I-house core was added around 1885. After her death in 1864, 
the 300 acre farm.was divided and their eldest son William Maudit 
Canby inherited the house and 135 acres of farmland. In the early 
twentieth century, his second son Thomas Y. Canby would receive the 
old house and fifteen acres of land. He lived at the residence into 
the 1950s .·1 

The Canbys and Duvalls were prominent local families that were 
active in the county's social and economic affairs. Dr. Benjamin 
Duvall was a wealthy planter and leading member of the Jacksonian 
faction of the Democratic party.2 Thomas Canby III was a Quaker 
school teacher at Fair Hill before his marriage and later became a 
prosperous farmer. The Canbys, typical of the independent farm fami­
lies of Montgomery County in the nineteenth century, largely provided 
their own labor in the fields.3 Like their well-to-do neighbors, the 
Canbys erected an I-house to front the old farmstead reflecting their 
economic success. The I-house was the farmer's ideal residence in 
that it was expressive of their ambitions and prosperity and, with 
the addition of decorative features, was considered one of the finest 
houses available at this time and place.4 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.M; 28 _22 

See Attached Sheet 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -~-------
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A LJ_j I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ.J I I I oLJJ I I I I 
ELLJ I I I F L.i_j I I I 
GLLJ I I I H L.i_j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title William Bushong 

organization 
M NCPPC 

date 
JUH9 1994 

street & number telephone (301) 495 4570 

city or town Si 11rpr Sprj PQ state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circ 
Annapol" , aryland 21401 
(30 69-2438 

MAAYLANO HSTORtCAL lRUSf 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNJTV PLACE 
CROWNsvlUE. MO 21032-2023 

'~ -614-76(() 

PS-2746 



Continuation Sheet 
M: 28-22 - Rosehill/Thomas Canby House 

Preservation Planning Data: 

a) Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

b) Chronological/Development Periods: Agricultural-Industrial 
Transition - A. D. 1815-1870, Industrial/Urban Dominance, 
1870-1930 

c) Historic Period Themes: Architecture 

d) Resource Type: Farmhouse 

Endnotes 

1 Roger Brooke Farquhar, Old Homes and History of Montgomery County, 
Maryland. (Brookeville, MD: American History Research Associates, 
1981; reprint 1952 edition), 277-278. 

2 Ray Eldon Hiebert and Richard K. MacMaster. A Grateful 
Remembrance: the Story of Montgomery County, Maryland. (Rockville, 
Maryland: Montgomery County Government and the Montgomery County 
Historical Society, 1976), 138. 

3 Farquhar, Old Homes and History of Montgomery County, Maryland, 
277-278. 

4 The widespread domination of the central hall I-house type as a 
preferred farmer's residence throughout the Middle Atlantic region 
and its social meanings have been discussed in now classic works by 
Fred Kniffen and Henry Glassie. See Fred Kniffen, "Folk-Housing: Key 
to Diffusion" in Dell Upton and John Vlach, eds., Common Places: 
Readings in American Vernacular Architecture (Athens and London: 
University of Georgia Press, 1986), 3-26 and Henry Glassie, Pattern 
in the Material Folk CUlture of the United States (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1968) . For studies relating the 
development of the folk I-house as a fashionable residence or 
"farmer's mansion," see Michael Southern, "The I-House as a Carrier 
of Style in Three Counties of the Northeastern Piedmont," in Douglas 
Swaim, ed., Carolina Dwelling (Raleigh: North Carolina State 
University School of Design Student Publication, vol. 26, 1978), 
70-83 and also Howard Wight Marshall, Folk Architecture in Little 
Dixie (Columbia and London: University of Missouri Press, 1981). 
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Published Sources 

Continuation Sheet 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Page 9.1 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Homes and History of Montgomery County, 
Maryland. Brookeville, MD: .American History Research Associates, 
1981; reprint 1952 edition). 

Henry Glassie, Pattern in the Material Folk CUlture of the United 
States (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1968). 

Hiebert, Ray Eldon and Richard K. MacMaster. A Grateful Remembrance: 
the Story of Montgomery County, Maryland. Rockville, Maryland: 
Montgomery County Government and the Montgomery County Historical 
Society, 1976. 

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the 
County of Montgomery Maryland. Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, 1879. 
(Library of Congress; Rockville Public Library) 

Fred Kniffen, "Folk-Housing: Key to Diffusion" in Dell Upton and John 
Vlach, eds., Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular 
Architecture (Athens and London: University of Georgia Press, 1986): 
3-26. 

Marshall, Howard Wight. Folk Architecture in Little Dixie (Columbia 
and London: University of Missouri Press, 1981). 

Martenet, Simon J. Martenet and Bond's Map of Montgomery County. 
Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1865. (Library of Congress) 

Southern, Michael. "The I-House as a Carrier of Style in Three 
Counties of the Northeastern Piedmont." In Douglas Swaim, ed., 
Carolina Dwelling (Raleigh: North Carolina State University School 
of Design Student Publication, vol. 26, 1978): 70-83. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER O~" HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Rose Hill 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

{Canbv House) 

15100 New Hamoshire Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

(Silver Spring) Cole.sville 
STATE 

lcouNTY• Mont 
Maryland _ __,...~~--~ 

f3. CLASS!FICAT10N < ···•···•···· <·· 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District 8 Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

II Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process. 

0 Being Cansidered 

FRESEN T USE (Check One or More es Apprcprlate) 

11 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

0 Pork 

• Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

.· ··: 

STATUS 

Ill Occupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Unoccupied 0 
0 PreHrvation work D 

Restricted 

UnrHtric:ted 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ill No 

0 Comments 

z Lt.·. OWNER OF ~ROP~RTY' ·.' .. ·.· : .. ·: ...... _ ......... - ....... . ·······.···•.·. :· .. :· \:•):\::). -·::, •i:•:)> 
I OWNER'S NA"'IE: 

Y.T. Canbv 
W STREET 4NO NUMBER: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF'nEEOS. ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMSER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

I
ST4TE 

Maryland Rockville 

Tl TLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stot• 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOS!TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STRE!:ET •NO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWNt rTATE: 

PS - 709 



<\ 

0 Excellent B Good 1-------- 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Altered 0 Unclterecf 

(Check One) 

0 Detuioroted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~O ORIGl"IAL. (If mown) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Moved B Original Site 

The house is built in two parts. The main section 
faces east and is a two-story, frame house of 5 bays on 
its principal facade. There is a center doorway with 
transom and sidelights, and windows are 2/2, double-hung. 
Molded architraves surround each window. There is an 
open, one-story porch across the front. The roof is steeply 
pitched and there are thin, internal chimney stacks at 
each end. The house, is,, covered with Germe:n siding. 

At the SW rear is a low, two-story ell of 3 bays, 
that has older 6/6 glass. Behind this is a frame smoke­
house, and nearby is a handsome, board-and-batten bank 
barn with louvered vents. m 
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-t 
:::u 
c: 
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z: 
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.... 
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w 
w 

m> StGNiFfCANCE. , .. 
. ·· 

PERIOD (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (llAppllcable •ndKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 p,.historic 0 Engin•ering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

···'' . ' .'': . . 

ID 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Politiccil 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human· 

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Tronsportation 

. 

PS- 7011 



t·W''' ·~~'J()1'{'etettOGRAPRS.CAL·"REFERENCEs.·•·.·. ' ,,· ·····' .·.·. ..·. :«: .. :· x .. 
:·· .,.,. ::.-. ·. 

Farquhar, OLD HOMES Mill. HISTORY QE. MONTGOMERY COUNTY, !112. 
1962; Washington, D.C. 

'·\ 

Fto. ~EOGRAPHtCAL DATA ,,, .. ,.,., •:/:::····· ·. ,, .. ~· :': :•::·< .• ·.· .. 
: .·:·.· :··;:-;~;::: :· 

I ,• ........ 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANp LONGITUDE COQROIN.0.TES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THA'I TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE L.ONGITUDE ":_, -., .J.LAT!Tuo~E .:..: --~· .... .• l : ; : ~ L.ONGITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Oeg•••s Minutes SecGAds 
NW O· . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . .. 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 .. 0 - . .. .. - - . . , . 
CCIII 9 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

;Acreage Justification: 
I 

' i 

I 

,,. .. 

[l i. .......... '·'·''·'.·'.-'.·:···:·'.·:·:·.·.-:-.-'.·.·.·,···-· 
·FORM PRfPM'~EO BY ,. ···:.::·.··\\::: 

NAME•·'A.ND nn.:E' 

Michael F. Dwyer,Senior Park Historian (M '" ~~· ) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

8 .. 787 Georaia Ave. 8/7/75 
STRE.ET ANO NUMBER: 

Silver Spring 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE l Marv land 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

1 
Signature 

-
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to select the ::iite for the first Court House, and 
on nuothcr committee to purchase a :site and 
estublish a school as early as 1763. He died in 
1786 . . 

The old stone house bas n full cellar with 
slu,·e kitchen half ahoYc the ground, four rooms 
011 tbc fir1:1t floor, four on the ~eemal, und three 
fireplaces above the fir~t floor. 

Rose Hill 

OUR series of articles ou historic ~Iout­
gorucry Couufy homes would be incom­
plete witllout rcf<'reucc to the home of 

till' C'auliy family. 'l'lJc Canby 'shave been active 
in tlw county Olle hu11<lrc<l anu fifty years. rrl1ey 
mad«.> their murk in Pc1111sylvn11ia nearly three 
huudre<l years ago. 

lu 168:~ Thomas Cm1hy, then a young man of 
fifteen yean: of age, left Lis home town of 
'T'hon1c in Yorkshire, I~nglan<l, to seek his for­
t um• in the lll'W wol'ltl. ITi s pm1sngc money wn::. 
furnished by an uncle. ile nl'l'ived in Bucks 
Uounty, Peunsylvnnia, in 16841 and was rcgis­
lt•red <ts a member of the li'rien<ls ·Meeting.there, 
his parents heing Quakers. In duo time young 
rfhomas lUUITit•U, hougltt ll farm Of 280 UCl'eS in 
Bur.kinghum 'l'o,nu~h:p, raised a family of eight 
cLihfrcn, und liccame prnsperous. \Villi his ROu, 

Thomns II, nm] unolher, Oliver, he moved to 
Wilmington, D<'lnwnre, in 1741, and the family 
bcra mc q uitc wca lt hy th rough devclopmen t of 
waler power aut.l cr('ctiou of mill:s on the 
llnu1tlywi11e. Leaving his son:,1 to become fowi<l­
crs of n grent int.luRtry on the Brandywine, 
Thomas I ref urned to his Bucks County farm, 
whicli he still owned, and died tborc in 1742. 
Sueh is the background of the Canby's of Rose 
Hill. 

\\'hitson Canby, tl1c first member of the fam­
ily to come from Bucks County, settled in .:\lc­
cha11icsvillc ahout the year 1800

1 
an<l had a 

pottery husiiwRs tllC'rc for some years. Among 
tlw various trn.cfH of lu11d which he 8<'<1nirec.l 
Wl'l'I' t lw old Oli1<•y ltcmll•, later ow11cd for lllllllY 

yt>ars hy U1c 11'nrqul1Ul'H, Hllll lt'air nm, which 
he sold in lXl 7, f<n a sd1ool, to a committee 
l'i-0111 tlw Balti111on• J1'ril•111ls )fccting. The Cun­
l1y ·~ n•11111iiwd Q11ak1•1·s when they fi rst <·amc 1o 
~lo11ti.:-0111Pry ( 101111ty, four of tlw 111m1e rnnkiug 
co11trih11tio11s to tile' l>uildi11g l'uml of tlw Lrick 
~1!'cti11g Ilou!-.C in Sandy Spring, built in 1817. 
Thl'Y W<'rc Whifson, William, Joseph au<l 
Thomas C'auhv. 

a teacher at l•\1ir Hill school, but some time after 
his marriage to Deborah Duvnll he moved his 
young l'nmily lo l 1cr father's home, Rose Hill, 
and became n farmer. Thi~ property was one of 
the numerous Duvall tracts. An old deeu in 
possesi<ion of the pres<•nt owner of Rose Hill is 
datcll ~forch, 1767, nud refers to '' Bcnjmnin 
Duvall 's lun<l," evidently an enrlicr Bt•ujamin 
tilan Deborah's father, Dr. Benjamin Dm·nll, 
who wn::i born in thnt yeur nlHl married Dchornh 
.Juckson ill 17!J5. Dr. Duvall':-; will, prohufod in 
August, 1858, devised the property to his cluugh­
tcr. It 1 hen contained about 300 acres of lnn<l. 

The children of 'l'homus III uud Deboruh wen~ 
·William, Benjaruiu, Lnurn, Eliza, Mary and Put­
ti<'. After Deborah's tleath in 18()4., the form 
wn.s divi<lc<l into two irnrh'I: William ~fouduit 
Cm1by, the ol<lc1· son, l'l'CCivc<l t hl' home- form, 
Rose Hill, with 135 acn~s, and Benjamin Duvall 
Cnuby, the yom1ger, the rcur part later known 
as Ethelwoocl, "With ahout 160 acres. "'illium 
mnnie<l Snrah Rust, daugl1ter of George Rust 
of Lecsliurg, Ya., auu BcnjauJu married Ida 
Hynson of Chestertown, Kent County. The chil­
dren of the latter couple were Ilynson, Bl•njn­
min, William, Auuu au<l Medford. Ethelwooc.l, nt 
present coutai11i11g 56 acres bas pni-se<l iuto the 

'l'h<' l11st-11a;11<'d, TJ10111as Cnnby III, hecumc l\O 11 1·-10 C.\. 18CO U\ .\ DUYAI.T, ..\UDITIO'.'ll 
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hnnds of Annn, who is 'Mrs. Christopher J. 
Tolson. 

Of Rose Hill, the portion of 'Villinm Canby, 
nhout tw<'nty acres remnin, five with the home of 
the oldest son, George Hnst Canby, who 111<\1-ric>cl 
Eliznhetll Dawson of RockYille, and ahout fifteen 
including the old hons<', with the i-;econcl ~on. 
Thomas Yellott, wl1ose wife was Louise Young 
of Ta komn Park. The other h\'O mcmh<'rs of the 
fn.mily. Elizn. (Mrs. Thomns 0. Cn1mo11), nml 
"William .Mnuduit, whose wife is the former 
Margnr<'t Hart, haye liYetl in J<'loridn for Rome 
year~. 

Hose Hill may he seem looking· WC'st from n 
point two mile!-l north of OoleswillL' 011 Route 6:>0 

-but only if one keeps a 1::11.iarp lookout, for in 
summer it iR almost t•11tirely screC'nctl hy t rl'C's. 
It is r<>nclwd by a long drh-e-wny, which tlt>­
scencls into a valley, pni-1seH a Jarg<' poml 011 till' 
right, and rontinues np a steep gr11dt•. rrl11· 
fr011t of t lie house, t lw tnll part shown in t11t· 
photograph, was built in 1885, fhc rear wi11~ 
being the "pnrlor" of nu older thn•lling tumPtl 
about and joined to the new part to fonn n 'l'. 
'11he dnte of this portion ii:; unccrtai11, hut tltC' 
woodwork, the windows, and nn old nrn11tpl 
1·t.•scued from a tool ~h<'d nn<l instnllt•d in t Ill' 
1885 section, wonl<l indic-ate n tinw 11C'ar tht• 
ycnr 1800. A i:;till ol1lt•r home 011<'<.' oreupit•<l tltl" 
sift', hut of that not <'Vt•n n clef;cri pl ion l'<'lllll i 11s. 

Roslyn 

K
HLYN, one of the 11ttn1cti\·e old l1ouses 

in the Snndy Spring community, was the 
horn~ of Henry Stahler, a horticulturist, 

who <levotecl himself to the improvement of 
fnrm-aud-gunlcn prodncc. His ns~ocintes of the 
lnsfct'ntury n11d ''The A1111nls of Smuly 8pring,'' 
fix the dutc of Henry Stnhlcr's nrriYnl at Roi-;­
lyn ns 18-12 to 18+±. B<.'twecn thcs(' dutcs fulls 11 

Dc<'d of June ~rn, 184:l, whereby l•~liznbcth ];~lli­
cott Len of "Tnlnnt Hill com•t•yetl to Henry 
Stahler 1111d ~Inrv Len Stnhler n tract of sixty 
ncres for the suu; of $1,000, nu nYN'ngc price of 
$16.67 per ncre. This wnR part of n tract con­
nrved to Eliznheth K Len hy Aun Dorsey in 
D~remh<'r, 183:~. mid locnted on the '' rond from 
Blml('nshurg to X ew :\fnrkC't." Roslyn is situ­
ntecl on the cni:;t si<le of that roa<l. 

Ht'ury Stabler, horn in 1818 in Alcxaudrin, 
Virginia, wm; one of n family of drnggists well­
known in thnt coloninl citv. He was n member 
of the Soci<.'ty of 1'"riencl~ nu<l mnrded Mary 
Lt•n. daughter of Elizabeth Ellicott Len of neur­
hv 'Yalnut Hill, whose mother had married 
'l;houms Lea, S1-. 

8tahler llllu n scimtific, nnnlyticul type of 
mincl and in impro, .. ing- the products of his farm 
and l{arden ncquir('(l fame for their excellent 
qnnlity. He clcYcloped n thriving canning busi­
ncs:-; and hnilt n foctory. Uc also opernted n 
store and in on<' season it is reporte<l he canned 
:rn,ooo eontuim•rs of corn and rai:~ccl 100 lmsbels 
of hi~ impron•cl variety for seed. So prolific 

:'\O. 96 D-10 HENRY ~T\DLER 18-13 FH.\ME 

WHI" thi~ strnin of sweet corn that it wns gh·L•n 
the name 8tnhler Com nnd the author hns !Wl'n 

it 111tmtioned in rec·cmt )"Ntr's in :-oe<'cl catalo,~:-:. 
Henry Stahler wrote• n1·ticles on gurdl'll m11I 
furm i-;uh,ied:-i for pnhlit•ation and wni:: om• of 
sixteen f oumlt>rs of t hl' Old i."n rmers' Cl uh of 
Handy Spring. 

The house sho\m hc•rc• faces toward the Wl'st 
where the \•ic.w is most nttrnctiYe. It is ns~m1wd 
that Henry n11<l l1is hri<le plnnte<l mm1y of tltt' 
t•lm nml other trees still standing; nt 1111y rnte, 
t lie~~ urc believed to he over a cC'ntury old. It is 
cnsy to hcliC've the nutl1cnticity of Rebecca Rus­
sell's "visit." A fric•ml or relntiv<", she cam<' to 
Roslyn cxpL•cting to stay a few dnys, nnd rl'­
mniued for fifty yen rs, <lying there nt the ag-<· 
of 102. 

The longe,·ity of the citizens of the pe:lct•fnl 

, 

.,, 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

( TATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FORM 

LOCATIONAL MAP 

SURVEY NO.:M: 28/22 

PROPERTY NAME: Rose Hill/Canby House 

TOWN: Colesville (Vicinity) 

COUNTY: MONTGOMERY 

QUADRANGLE: Kensington, MD I{ 





f-1., l !' I I ( ~f'I r; -/}1) 'r- f fo,..n- (' I r~ I 

) " ... I 
I I (/ 

( /.- ' j l AJ;v1 • (S J!Ho11 (~ 

v re w wrsT ( r:-45r FL rrv. ) 

/oF~ 





' 
fl- ~ L ..,.. J I~..- -

I ·-
\,/ ... - ) 

-, 





NAME Qo 5f.. ~\ LA .... 

LOCATION 

FA CADE '6 <t:._, 

PHOTO TAKEN "8 /1 f '1' 
f\L. ~L.ClA£-'2-





NAME ~ llU - MA!N 

LOCATION I/. /I. .II/£ S'A!.Ye.e SAe/K~,. Ad 

FACADE NW 

PHOTO TAKEN 8/7/1r /11/JWYl{L. 


