
The Highlands M: 28-26 

This site was remo~ed from the Locational Atlas and 

Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County and is not 

included in the Master Plan for the county. This determina

tion was made by the Montgomery County Planning Board on 

June 17, 1982. 
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/~07.t./Z!JA/Cl~#28-26 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM' 
fax t:lie\t 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

The Highlands 
. ·-·· ·:.::_.-·:;:-:.:-..• ···:•·:<:: ................... ,.: .•.•• _ •. : 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

l.6300 New Hamoshire Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Sorina 
STATE COUNTY: 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Check One)/ 

0 District I(' Building Public Acquisition: 

0 Site O In Process 0 Structure 

0 Object 

O~ublic 

• Private 

0 Both 0 Being.Conside¥ed 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 
0 Commercial 0 
0 Educationo I 0 
0 Entertainment 0 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
I OWNER'S NAME: 

Government 

Industrial 

Mi litory 

Museum 

•· : > 

0 Pork 

...-Private Residence 

0 Reli;;. 

0 Sciat1tifl~ 

Jordon Investors, Inc. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

5020 Nicholson Court 
CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 

'

STATE 

v· 

STATUS 

I D!f'Occupi ed 

0 Unoccupied 

. } ........ -.·:/. 

.•.... • 

I 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 
0 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 0 Pre11·ervotion work•.-~ 
in progress lli!f"'"l'tO 

0 Tronsportotion 

0 Other (Specify) 

Maryland 

0 Comments 

Title Reference of Current o~~n l Book & Pa • ~ ) ! 
.,.,,,, ··-·>·.: .. )>'.·.' . ··.·.·.·.•.· .. ., 
...•...••. ,. ....... -. :•·•:•··:•:•.::::.,:,•:•:•:•:•·•.···· •::'\\)/f ,• 

TITl..E OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF. SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEF'OSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR°EET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: I 
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CONDITION 
0 Good ~air 

(Check One) 

0 Delerioroled 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
~~~~~--.~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~--1 

(Check One) I 0 Excellent 

(Cheek One) 

0 Moved Ill"' Originol Sile « Alte.red 0 Urioltered . 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (ll known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

The house is a two-part, 2-1/2 story farmhouse. 

The north part, which is the taller of the two, has a 

center gable with a bay window below it on the second 

floor. A one story shed porch, with turned post~ runs 

across the. east and north. facades of this part of the 

house. The south part of the house has a similar center 
m 

gable on the f a?asie; a bow window has been added on ,south- m 

east corner of the first floor. The door to this part 

of the house, in the center of the facadE'lhas been re

moved. A third wing, set back from the main facade 

extends to the south. The north wing has very generous 

window openings. 

Farquhar claims the house was built c. 1840. 
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f8; SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

$PECI Fl c DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) c. 1840 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 Art Architecture 0 
0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century 

8"19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

A confused account of the families associated 

with the house appears in Farquhar. Apparently, it 

was built by Caleb Stabler and sold to William Lea; 

it had been a part of the Cherry Grove tract. Robert 

and Mariana Miller (she was Charles Stabler's daughter) 

bought the house from Lea after 1895. 



~J~'., Mf,)OR 6tBL.10GRAPHICAt. REFERENCES 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old HomeR and History 

of Montgomery County, Maryland. (1962) • pp. 180-1. 

. ·.:::.:::::::.s::.::::::.):·.·.' .. :.: .. :::.:;·'·:·:.~.'.·.'·'·'·~:.:.:.:· :.:.:~:.~:·.· .. -:<<< :·.· •. -: : ::·:: :.. ;:·.: ··=···::-·::.:. :.:= :. :.-:;·;-.:: ... : ::::;.;:.::···:-:: :: ·• • •·•· · ... ·.• •..•• 
"'·.;:·:·~ :::>···· •' .... ..... ' ..,_.,,.:': ·--~-:.·~·- ·::;·:;:·:;'.~;'.;~:·-:;.·'.;' ·'·. . ·:- ·:-:·;\":::\::· 

L.ATITUDE AND 1..0NGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 

L.ATITUOE AND 1..0NGITUDE COORDINATES 
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1-~--~,__--------~~------~--~~------~----lRt-----~------~-F __ L._e:_s_s __ T_H_ArN __ T_E~N;,...;..A~C~R~E~S=--·--------~ 
CORNER L.ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE 1..ATITUDE L.ONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Mi~utes Seconds 

NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

~w 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

IL.IST AL.L. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES ov·ERL.APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUND4RIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

' .,, 

NAME ANO TITL.E: 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State O Local O 

Signature 
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The Highlands 

C
IL\HLl•;H :->'l'.\BLl•;H, tlw ol1lt•:-;t Ron or 

( 'aldl nrnl ... \nn Hialiler, wa~ l>om at 
l>nn·tcm in 18:.?ti. In 1 ~:;:~ ltc> married 

l-inralt K kirk, sl'ttling nl H1m11yl'iith'. part of' 
'J'IH.' :\la1101· iu nwo. Hr I\ 1h•Pcl d1llc>d 11arc·h (i 
of tltat Y<'ill', ( 'ah•h arnl :\nn c·oun•yt•1l to <'harlN1 
nncl Ha ntl1 his wife, "with lcl\"C' mttl a ff ec·tion," 
fifty-six ac·rps of html s11h.it•t'l lo an annuity of 
$11JO-to lw pai1l to tltr pnnmts. "if' th•mandccl 
i11 unY <'utTPnt n•u1'." In 18!iCi this lien was 
traw.:f't•tTt.•cl to :\sa 1'1. Htahl<'I', wlio hou~ltt 
1-\mmysi<lt• t'rom his !trot lwr Chn 1°l<'H, ancl 
( 'harll'~ JllOY<'ll to ( 'rC'Stlt.·i~h. 

In 1HfiH l'ltarlc•s m1<1 Ha rah :o;oltl ( 'n•stleigh in 
rntlwr a panit• at the rm11<1r tltat tlw propo~wd 
railroad to Handy ~pri11g· wns going to he lmilt 
nc·ross thc> front of tile' farm. Tltc•y dit.l not want 
to haYc to c·1·oss tlw trac·k:-; antl Jun·<' tlwir hori:ws 
SNtre1l l>Y the' uoil'Y "iron hors<'." Humors of 
tlw "raiirornl to ~:i<111<ly Hprin~" WCl't.' persist
C'nt for wt•ll O\'t•r n e•t•11tnr~·. hut l'illcl' motor 
c·m·~ arP uow so pl<•nt ifttl, I It<' rnilroa<l rum on: 
hn ,.C' 1·t•RsNl. 

"·lwn th<',. sold Crestl1•igh, C'hnrles and his 
fnmily hong-i1t II farm of' Olll' hnndn•(l RC'l'('S1 OU 
Ow cnst si<lt• of the hi~hway rout<.• '.W, one-half 
milt.• south ol' Ashto11, fro111 l'harlt•I' 0 . Portc•1'. 
( 'harlc>s J>ortt'r':-; wit'<' wns n clauglth•r of \ril
limn mul ~11\rthn P. 'l'l1t111111s, ol' l 'llc•rry Gro\'I'. 
mul the fnrm wm; k11ow11 ns 'l'lw < 'olllt~c" A part 
of HnomlPn's 1\lanor l1:11larg-c•il, th<' fa 1·m had 
t'Onl(' into posst•ssjon or Porh•r's wif(' thron~h 
lll•r 1mrc•nts. l'ctl<'h l4tn hlt'l' n )so ho11~ht a pnrt 
of thc> fann fronting 011 tlw .\~l1t1111- l•: lli1·ott ( ' ity 
ronrl\\·n~· nntl ga\·<' it to his sou. 

C'harl1•s (l PortN· wn" horn i11 Odohp1', l~l!I, 
on tit(> 8pri11gtlah· farm or his l'atl1t•1· and gnmcl
fotlwr. J•Mwartl and Nnthauil•l Portl'r, 11c>ar 
Hrinklow. l h• marri<•<l .Jam' Thomas in Hi+:!, 
nml tlwy lin•1l 1,,~t·thl'1' for fifty-four yenrs .• \ t 
the tinw of hi:-1 mania~t1 111' 1't•p1u·t1•<l 1hat he hnd 
11i1wh•<'11 c·rnts in t'<tsh. 'l'lu•y 1110\'<'11 to 'rhc l 'ot
taµt.• farm whic•h wm: th1'n \ 't'l'Y J!Oor and nupro· 
clueti"e. hut hr nnccasi11g foil aud g-0011 nH11rn~c
nw11t he macl<• it pro1ludi' c ht' fore• st·llin~ it nncl 
mo,·iug to anothl'1· smu ll fa rm of for I y l\l'l'l'S i11 

tlw dllag<• of .\shton, wltt>l'P hr built a 1ww 
house mul wh<'r<' tlwy s1wut tlu• t't>lll:tirnlcr of 
ti ll'i r li n•s. 

:\0 12i E-10 C .\l.Ell ~T.\Bl.Elt C'.\ . ISIO 
Flt\ :\IE 

('lmdt•s Pol'tc•r was a i·wlwol t1•adH•r in a log 
f'alii11 !,;c-hool house wl1c11 n young mnn nt a pay 
ol' one hnndrc•d dollars 1wr annum. By 1 hriJ't 
11ml shrewd N·onomy lit• lw«tunc' J >rospt.•rous. 11 t• 
" ·ns for tw<"nty )'Nll's n dirC'dcu· of th1• ](><'al i11 
Hlll'llll<'C' <'Olllpauy, mid for nho11t t l1r. l'llllllt' lt·n~th 
nf timc> of tlw 8avi11~s lul'titution nnll was 
P1w•i lc•11t of th<' . .\sl1(011 & ('oh•svill0 Turnpike• 
< 'ompnnr whic·h he sand from hnnkrnpl<'y. 

'!'he 1·hildrc>n of ( 'l1111'1C's and Hurnh Htahlt•1· 
wt•n1 l•~litmht>th T. Htahler, wl10 was horn in 
IHfi:!, nllll dic•1l in l!l+!l; Cfran\'illP Htahl1•r. till' 
oldt•st ~on, wlro aftc•r fanning at l•'lint 11 ill I f'or 
a 1'1•w )'<'ars, mon•tl lo ('nlifornin, wh<'rc• he• livc•d 
tllost or his lift.•, 1n1ssi11g mrny in 1!1:!7; I l1•11ry 
Ir., tlw H<'<'Ontl son, wlto lin•cl in Baltinio1·l' wlwn• 
1i,. waR in hmiin<'si.:, and tipon r1•lin•11w11t. n• 
1t11·1wcl to the iwii.dtl1orhood, lmil1lin~ a 111odc·m 
ltoust• 011 the hig-hwa~· 1?011t1• :m tll'a r Ecln01· i 11 
alHmt 1!1:?5; nml the yom1gc:>st tlang-htt·r, .:\lari 
<Illa. who ltUU'l'iNl Holt<•rt lT. !llill<•l', of' .Allow11~·. 
i11 J~!li>. 'l'h<')' sC'ttl<'d at 'J'h<' II ig-hlm1d:-; ju-.t 
ac·ro!-;S t lw lri~hway from A Jlowa~-. Ma ri:111a 
:\lill<'r, wif<' of Holwrt ~li!IPr cli<'<l l-'1•pt. Stlt l!l:-1ri. 

For sonw rra1·s af'tc>1· tlit•i1· llllllTill!.{<' i11 lS!l:-1, 
Holiert 1'1 illl'r ancl ~l 11ri111t<1 K .i\l illt·1· lin•d nl 
.\llowa~·, his lio~·hood ltonw. until tl11•)" l1011~ht 
'l'ht.' Ilighlnntls, aC'ros:-- t lw roatl from ..\II<)\\ ay, 
from \Yillimn Lea of \\~ilmingtcm, l><•h1w:ll't'. 
'l'liat wni:; tlwi1· lronll' for the rcmai11tl<•1· of tl1Pi1· 
lin•s. 

Rohel't JI. l\lill<'r 11 wa~ horn in Ht. Lo11i~ 
011 August !>, 1~31, a iscm of \\'11rwi1·k P. anti 
:\lary 1\L .i\f illc•r. \\'ill i11111 LC't\ of \Yilmin!.{lon 
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HISTORIC ~foNTGOMERY Cou~TY, MARYLAND 

hought the 150· acres of The Highlands farm After a long illness Robert Miller II passed 
-~lpon which the house now shown stands from away, September 3, 1920, widely mourned by his 

r alf'h Stabler of Drayton. Stabler farmed it for <~mmty and state. One tribute to his memory 
Lf'a until he came back from a term of four we quote from the Annals of Sandy Spring: 
yf'ars in the U.S. Army. The land was part of "He was a kindly, courteous gentleman-true in all 
the Cherry Grove tract of the Thomas family. his relations in life, a loving arnl devoted husband, 
The Martinett & Bonds map dated 1865 shows father and son-a friend who was always the same. 
th is tr a et as owned by .John Lei shear. "He was of the type of men who are the cornerstones 

The r'hildren of Robert and Mariana Miller of our civilization and of our community. HP brought 
11 I'<' Annie R. horn N ovf'm her 1, 189{), She lived his everyday acts before the tribunal of'l1is conscience; 
iu .N cw ',Jersey for some years, and died October his influence stood for all that is upright and clean. His 
•l() l 9r: 7 .iudi.!'ment :-iound, his e11erg·y knew almost no bounds. - ' . ,) . ,, 

J<Jk•anor, horn May :2!), 1900, married Conant ... As an agriculturist, he stood in the front ranks.'' 

• Wd>b on June 4, 1926. He has been in the His son, Robert H. Miller III is a most worthy 
·shipping business in New York for many years, :-;on of a wise and admirable father, resembling 
·and they live in Montclair, New Jersey. They his parent in many of his most worth~· traits. 
' often n•turn to Sandy Spring to visit relatives He was active for many years in the ]•Jnterprise 
and friends. ~-,armers Club, and Secretary of the 1'-,armers 

Mary M. Miller, born October 14,' l902, has Convention for 25 years. He filled this position 
1·pnrnined in the neighborhood most of her life, 

most eapahly, nntil the meetings of this organizand haR he(•n mnployed in ·washing-ton. She 
now lives in a comfortable home in Ashton ation were discontinued, in 1957, due to the 
wliidt she inlierite<l from her Aunt, J~lizaheth great rednction of farms and farmers in the 
Stabler. County. 

Tlw youngest child of Robert and Mariana Robert III manied Mary RC'dding Nichols, a 
was Hobert If. Miller JU, born MarC'h :25, HHl4. Sandy Spring young lady, on September 2, Hl33. 

Holwrt Mill<>r TT waR a Hll<'<'Nlsfnl fnrnwr, . Th<>y continued to live at the same home from 
r' fruit grower, and (•itizen, highly Psteemed by .. , that time until 1959 when it was sold to Sa~uel 

his friends and nf'ighbor:-;. He was always in the F. Ashelman, .Jr., GC'neral Manager of Greenbelt 
forefront of all progressive, mieful measures, Consumer Services of Beltsville, Maryland. 
and filled a valuable plarf' in his community. 'rhey have three children. 
lli:-; sncre:-;s with fruit was especially so with The Ashelman family enjoyed the old home 
strnwhrrries whirh he marketed in quantities. until 1960, when they built a new house on Ile was a director of the Savings Institution 
of ::-:landy Spring and of the Laurel National Tucker Lane, and sold the 259 acres The High-
Bm1k, and for some terms Master of Olney lands tlwn rontained to the Kay Construrtion 
Grange. He ahly filled the important position Company of Silver Spring. 
of I >ir<•d01· of the Maryland AgTieultural FJx- Mariana Stnhler Miller, horn at the Cottage, 

• periment Station at College Park, a po:-;ition and living a long and much beloved life at 'l'he 
' hP held with distinetion for sHen years. Highlands, passed away on September 8, 1956. 

"To Jove the Greek made praise upon his lute 
That he .was born a man and not a brute. 

With fervent joy he eried, 'thy praise I speak, 
That I am no barbarian but a Greek.' 

I join the Greek in praising Him above, 
That I am human, blessed with power to Jove. 

And day by day I prai8e him all I can 
That I am not a woman but a man, 

A man and thus empowered to confer 
My lo\·e on woman, to to wor~hip hf'r." 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
-

see correspondence dated June 12, 1984 

ACTION TAKEN 

The following. sites have been reviewed and found not suitable 
for regulation under the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Those 
sites also listed on the Locational Atlas will no longer be. 

Site No. 

10/2 
10/9 
10/11 
10/22 
10/25 
10/54 
10/71 
10/73 

10/74 
11/8 
12/14-1 
12/16 
12/26 

13/lS 
13/16 
13/28 
13/32 

14/1 
14/15 
14/18 
14/19 
14/23 
14/30 
14/31 
14/40 
14/4& 
14/'4 
l'/10 
15/11 
15/18 

*lS/62 

subject to regulation under the Moratorium 
on Alteration and Demolition. 

Site No. 

. lS/68 
15/69 
16/19 

*17/4 
17/55 
18/l 
18/9 
18/22 
18/27 
18/29-1 
19/8 
19/18 
19/20 
20/6 
20/14 
20/27 
22/S 
22/6-1 
22/18 
22/21 
22/22 
22/23 
22/24 
23/13 

23/70 
23/9&.l 
24/12 
24/14 
24/15 
25/l 
25/10-1 
27/S 
27/7 

*27/11 
*27/13 

2 
1 

30/7 
30/9 
30/15 
30/17 
30/19 
31/9 
33/3 
33/5 
33/11 

*34/l 
*34/9 

Site No. 

35/6 
36/9 

*37/4 

*Recommended for designation by the 
Mont. Co. Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

**These sites were previously considerec 
by the County Council and found not 
to warrant regulation 1:m_dfi.r -the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
They are listed here to bring the 
functional Master Elan in conformance 
with Council's actions. 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

5/27/82 and 7/6/82 See correspondence dated ___________________ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

5/27/82 .........• Notice of Public Hearing 
Proposed Removal of Sites from the "Locational 
Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery 
County" 

7/6/82 .•.•...... Planning Board voted to confirm the 

M: 10/11 
M: 12/26 
M: 13/15 
M: 13/16 
M: 13/28 
M: 14/15 
M: 14/18 
M: 14/31 
M: 14/40 
M: 14/48 
M: 17/55 

Historic Preservation Commission's recommendation 
not to keep these sites on the Locational Atlas 
and not to place them on the Master Plan. 

M: 18/l M: 22/24 
M: 18/9 M: 2 3/20 
M: 19/8 M: 2 4/12 
M: 19/18 M: 25/1 
M: 19/20 M: 26/21 
M: 20/6 M: 27/7 
M: 20/27 c:::M: "2 8 I 2 6 """::> 
M: 21/4 M: 30/3 
M: 22/18 M: 30/7 
M: 22/21 M: 30/9E 
M: 22/23 
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Coleman, Margaret Marshall and Anne Dennis Lewis 
1984 Montgomery County: A Pictorial History . Norfolk: Donning Co. 

M: 28-26 
The Highlands 

The Alfred Ray family (circa 1870) 
stands on lhe porch of their house, 
The Highlands. The house was built 
by William Carroll, the grandson of 
Daniel Carroll, on part of Joseph's 
Park, an early land grant. 

Hard times were common just 
before the Civil War. The Mont
gomery County soil was worn out, 
and, unless one lived near the C &: 0 
Canal, there was no easy way LO get 
guano and lime to replace lost 
nutriencs. Farmer Alfred Ray ( 1824-
1895) of The Highlands in eastern 
Montgomery County found he could 
no longer grow sufficient crops to 
feed his large family and needed to 
hod a new job. He went to work for 
lhe Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
building bridges and culverts Crom 
Washington to Point 0£ Rocks. 

During the Civil War, confusion 
reigned, and innocent men were 
oflen mistakenly jailed, as was Alfred 
Ray. Although presidents Franklin 
Pierce and James Buchanan had 
appointed Ray justice of the peace, 

Later, The Highlands was sold co 
Clarence Moore, the hummaster of 
the Chevy Chase Club, who planned 
to move the club to the property. But 
in 1912 he took a voyage on a brand 
new ship, the Titanic, and he went 

he was arrested and taken to the Old 
Capitol Prison on June 25, 1864. He 
was charged with having Confed
erate sympathies. 

But even more trouble was in store 
for Ray and his family. Taking 
advantage of lhe owner's absence, 
General Jubal Early invaded The 
Highlands. His Confederate troops 
spread their tents on the lawn and 
hungrily raided Ray's gardens and 
crops. 

Fortunately Ray's friend and neigh
bor in Silver Spring, Francis Preston 
Blair, intervened with President 
Lincoln, and Ray was soon released. 

From Alfred Ray and his wife, 
Eleanor Merryman Gatch Ray, were 
Lo come a long line of valued Mont
gomery County citizens. Courtesy of 
Edith Ray Saul 

down wilh it. Years later, The High
lands was sold as the site for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints' Washington Temple in Ken· 
sington. Courtesy of Edith Ray Saul 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
INTERCOUNTV CONNECTOR PROJECT 

Property Name: Joseph Harding House 
Survey No.: M:28-27 (PACS 05.15) 

Property Address 1130 Harding Lane. Spencerville vicinity, Montgomery County 
Owner Name/Address Stephen Lake. 1130 Harding Lane. Silver Spring. MD 20905 

· Year Built circa 1865 

Description: 

The Joseph Harding House, constructed circa 1865, was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Parks and 
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in 1973, the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission in 1982 and again by 
the M-NCPPC in 1994. The property was recommended for designation as an historic site by the Montgomery County 
Historic Preservation Commission in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. Since the prior survey, a skylight was added 
to the 1-story porch on the east side of the rear ell. Photographs attached to the Maryland Inventory of Histortic Properties 
form show two stone outbuildings which are no longer extant. The form describes a stone dairy and a frame smokehouse. 
Only one outbuilding from an historic period remains on the property. A frame shed, located north of the house, has a front
gable roof with exposed rafter tails. Constructed circa 1930, the shed has an asphalt shingle roof and asbestos siding. Not 
mentioned in the prior survey form are two additional structures on the property. A stone and brick outdoor-grill/hearth is 
located north of the house and east of the shed. The last outbuilding is a wood-frame garage constructed in 1994. The 
garage, located east of the house, has two overhead garage doors on the front elevation. The side-gable roof is covered 
with asphalt shingles and the structure has two gable dormers which replicate the dormers on the main house. The garage 
has a concrete block foundation and vinyl exterior siding. 

National Register Evaluation: 

,..- The Joseph Harding House, constructed circa 1865, was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) and Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission and is recommended for 
designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation by the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission. The 
property is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, as a representative example of a residence 
which reflects the changing cultural and economic shift of Montgomery County from the nineteenth to the twentieth century. 
The house was constructed circa 1865 in a traditional I-house form and was later modified by rear additions in the early 
twentieth century and Colonial Revival features in 1934. The transition of the property from agricultural to suburban in 
function is evidence by stylistic changes made to replicate the popular Colonial Revival style of the early twentieth century 
and by the subdivision of its land. Character-defining features such as the 5-bay, I-house form, symmetrical fenestration 
pattern and central entryway consisting of a wood panel door and a rectangular transom with side-lights, possess excellent 
integrity. The Colonial Revival features include the pedimented porch with Tuscan-style columns and the two gable dormers 
on the front elevation. The period of significance for the property is from 1865 until 1934. 

The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or 
trends significant in the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no 
association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion 8. Finally, 
the property is not known to have any potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion 
D. 

Preparer: 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
November 1996 

----·---~ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT 

Property Name: Joseph Harding House 
Survey No.: M:28-27 (PACS 05.15) 

Property Address 1130 Harding Lane. Spencerville vicinity, Montgomery County 
Owner Name/Address Stephen Lake. 1130 Harding Lane. Silver Spring. MD 20905 

Year Built circa 1865 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

The National Register boundaries of the Joseph Harding House follow the current property lines of its tax parcel (Tax Map 
KS 122, Subdivision 1, Block A, Lot 12, Group 82). This .40 hectare (.99 acre) parcel is bounded on the north, west and east 
by adjacent parcels and on the south by Harding lane. The boundary includes the contributing main house and shed and 
the non-contributing hearth/grill and garage. According to deed research, the property was originally part of an 81 hectare 
(200 acre) parcel which was owned by the Harding family from 1844 until 1934. The property was reduced to its current size 
during the mid-twentieth century. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eligibility _X_Recommended __ Not recommended 
Criteria A B X C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

E. Hannold/K. Williams 8/26/1998 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 
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