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ACHS SUf!Ii\'Lc\RY FORM 

-·-1. Name Garrett House 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 29/12 

4. Address 10511 Falls Road, Potomac 

3 . .MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 19 
L-3 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition.~---N~A--~~~--~~ 
Status occupied 
Accessible~__.n_o:o.-----~~~~~~~~
Pre sent use private residence 
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal~_State__]lCounty_x__Local~-

( Title and date: Inventory of Historical Sites - 1976 ) 
6. Date c. 1853 7. Original Owner George W. Garrett 

8. Apparent Condition 

C original site 
·--------------=----~---~----~ 

b. altered 

9. Description The house is built in two parts. The earliest section is a 
one-story log cabin, at the rear of the building now used for a kitchen. 
The main house is of three bays on the main (south) facade and there is a 
central doorway with a transom-light. Windows are all two-over-two, 
double-hung. The house may have begun with the use of the log cabin as 
a slave or tenant quarter for the adjoining Meyers farm. 

10. Significance: Originally a mid-19th c. tenant house on a productive farm, 
this house has survived remodellings, sales and subdivision, Situated on 
early 19th c. land holdings of Thomas Scott, the original part of the Garrett 
House may have been built by 1853, for in that year George w. Garrett bought 
216 acres, a main house (now situated on South Glen Road) and a tenant house 
(the Garrett House). An 1877 sale described the farm as one of the most 
productive in the County, with a barn, stable, corn house, sheds, and all 
necessary outbuildings, as well as a new tenant house (probably a recondi
tioned version of the Garrett House). Sold out of their family by 1869, the 
Garretts continued to occupy the farm. In 1886 Henry W. Chick bought the 
216 acre farm and that same year sold the Garrett House and 7 acres to 
Dennis M. Howser for $~10. It is believed that the main section of the 
present house was erected by Howser, shortly thereafter. Since 189~ it has 
had a dozen owners, being purchased by the present owners in 1976. 

~· Date researched and researcher 1/79-Mark Walston 

12. Compiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 

15. Acreage 2.19 acres 

Mike Dwyer 
Arch. Description 

14. Designation 
Approval __ 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Garrett rrouse/ralls Road 
ANO/OR COMMON 

. IJLOCATION 

1 
STR~ET & NUMBER 
0500 FaJls noad 
CITY, fOWN 

Potomac 
STATE 

'~n.ryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

XBUILOINGIS) X.PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

/' -BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~:Iarry r...e rch 
STREET St NUMBER 

10500 Falls Roa d 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

.:X0CCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

- YES UNRESTRICTED 

lfNO 

Pot oma.c _ v1c1N1TY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

·iontJ?omery Coun t y Courthouse 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

'INCP+PC Historic Sites Inventory 
l>ATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

"outgo •ery 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL .-PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL &f'..RIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 
Tarylancl 

Liber # i!S:JO 
Folio # ~50 

STATE 

1976 -.FEDERAL X-sTATE ~COUNTY --LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

~,__-s_u_Rv_e_Y_Re_c_o_RD_s~-=-P~a=r~k=--=Hi==s~t.::.::o~r~i~an~'~s~o~r~r.1~c~e!....-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CITY.TOWN 

Derwood 
STATE 

Maryland 



B DESCRIPTION 

XexcELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is built in two parts. The earliest section is a one
story log cabin, at the rear or the building now used for a kitchen. 
The main house is or three bays on the main (south) facade and there 
is a central doorway with a transom-light. Windows are all two-over-two, 
double hung. The house may have begun with the use of the log cabin as 
a slave or tenant quarter for the adjoining Meyers farm. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



UsIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_xaoo- 1 899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS 

-ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION 

-ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

.,XOTHER (SPEC!P¥i 

Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES mid-19th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This dwe11ing, located on Falls Head near t:1.e vi I I age of 
Potornac, is situated upon a portion of the early 19th century 
land holdings of Thamas Scott. Scott died in 1829, and by his will 
devised the whole of his estate to his wife and children. Then, 
in 1843, the various heirs petitioned the Montgomery 3ounty 
Courts to provide an equitable division of their father's real 
estate. To Scott's daughter Sarah West (wife of Samuel West), 
went Lot Number 4, in three parts, tot al ling some 216 acres. 1/ 
The Wests sold this parcel on June 4, 1847, to Alexander C. H7 
Darne, for $652* ~/ Darne conveyed the land on 
~arch 15, 1853, to George W. Garrett, a resident of the District 

_-~of Columbia, f,_or. $3,050. 3/ This ~ncrease in pri~e over a six 
year period may indieate mie erection of the original 
"main house", situated on what is today South Glen Road, and 

·the various supporting buildings. Among the latter structures 
would be the tenant house whlch forms the earliest section 
of the subject building. 

In 1868, the farm complex was offered for sale under the 
proceedings of the foreclosure of a deed of trust from George 
Garrett to Willi am Veirs Doui c (made January 24, 1855). ii The 
sale advertisement described the property as 

The farm whereon Ashton Garrett resides, containing 
216 acres ••• the soil is excellent and is rrine land 
for wheat, corn, grass and tobacco. It is well 
wooded and watered, and in a pretty fair state of 
cultivation. 'The improvements are a good dwelling 
house and out houses therefor: two comfortable 
tenement houses, one on the road to Gamble's :1111 
(South Glen Road) and one on the road to the Big 
Falls (the subject building). ~/ 

Jit the sale, held July 13, 1868, the farm was purch2.sed by Ann 
E. Garrett, wife of Ashton Garrett, for the sum of $2,650. Ann 
E. ~ar~ett and her husband conveyed the propertv bo Albert Gore, 
<;:f ou oun County, Virginia, on ~ .. ray 13, 1S69. 6( Although the 
rarm '-~rts O"Nned by the 'lirginian Gore, it appears to have been 
o?cup3:ed hy the. Garrett family. In 1877, Ann F.. Garrett bv th .. ;

8 
· · 1 t · d B , . ~ time is ea as a resi ent of uchanan County, Missouri,. instituted 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (See Attachment Sheet A) 



Attachment Sheet A 

Garrett House 

M: 29/12 

mortgage foreclosure proceedings against Albert Gore, which resulted 
in a public sale of the property on July 24, 1877, The advertisement 
portrayed the property as 

One of the most productive in the county, and is 
improved by a comfortable one story and a half 
frame dwelling containing seven rooms, kitchen, 
barn, stable, cornhouse, sheds and all other 
necessary outbuildings ••• there is also a new 
tenant house upon the farm. ']/ 

This description is enigmatic, for neither of the mentioned buildings 
particularly matches the subject building. The main l! story dwelling 
appears to have been situated on s. Glen Road, about t to 3/4 miles 
from its intersection with Falls Road. This leaves what is described 
as "a new tenant house" as the building under discussion. Possibly 
what it refers to is a reconditioned version of the tenant house 
referred to in the 1868 advertisement. 

At the sale, the 216 acre farm was purchased by Albe M. Saxton. 
The property still appears to be occupied by the Garrett family, as it 
is listed in the Hopkins Atlas of 1879 under the name "H. Garrett". 
On April 1, 1886, Albe M. Saxton, listed as from St. Joseph, Missouri, 
sold the farm to Henry w. Chick of Montgomery County, for $lf.,500 • .§.! 
Chick resided in the main dwelling house, and later that year, on 
November 8, 1886, sold the subject building and a surrounding 7 acres 
to Dennis M. Howser, for $410. 2J It is believed that the second or 
main section of the building was erected by Howser, shortly after the 
date of conveyance. 

Dennis Howser and his wife Rachel lost the property in a mortgage 
sale, which occurred on September 22, 1894. Thomas Caton became the 
purchaser of the seven acres, for $825, "being the same prop.arty 
which the family of said Dennis M. Howser was residing at the time 
of the sale.n lQ/ Caton sold the property in 1905, and, subsequently, 
the house was passed through a dozen owners, being purchased by the 
present occupants in 1976. 

FOOTNOTES: 

1. Judgment STS 1/212, Montgomery County Equity Records 
2. Deed STS 3/30, Montgomery County Land Records 
3. Deed JGH 2/16lf., Montgomery County Land Records 
4. D. of T. JGH 6/149, Montgomery County Land Records 
5. Judgment EBP 5/17, Montgomery County Equity Records 
6. Deed EBP 6/262, Montgomery County Land Records 
7. Judgment EBP 13/177, Montgomery County Equity Records 
8. Deed JA 2/104, Montgomery County Land Records 
9. Deed JA 3/444, Montgomery County Land Records 

10. Judgment 1238, Montgomery Cotmty Equity Records 
Deed JA 46/6, Montgomery County Land Records 
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CONTINUE ON SEJ,>ARJ\TE SHEET I;f NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY 2.19 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Mark Walston 
ORGANIZATION 

Sngarloaf Regional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 87 Stamngho'ld 
CITY OR TOWN 

Dickerson 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

Mike Dwyer 
Ar.ch. Description 

DATE 

January 1979 
TELEPHONE 

926-4510 
STATE 

Mar~land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was of'ficially created 
by an Act of .the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of indi¥idual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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!COMMON: 
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IANOIOR HISTORIC:• 

H. Garrett House 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Potomac 
STATE 

Maryland 
(COUNTY' 

1 MontaomPrv 

CATEGORY 
(Check Oruli) 

0 District • Building 

0 S;%e 0 Stmct!Jr• 

0 Object 

0 Public 

• Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisitioi>: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT use; (Check On• Of Mor• •• Appf@pdat<J) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 l!:nterloinment 

0 Government 

0 lndustriol 

0 Military 

0 Muuum 

0 Pork 

a Privote RHidence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

STATUS 

• Occupied -

0 Uneccupi•d 

0 Preservation work 

in progr11ss 

0 Transportation 

0 Oth11r (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 RHtrlcted 

0 Unrestricted 

• No 

0 Comments 

z Mt OWNER ()F PROPERTY" . · .•· ..... .. 

w 
w 

<.>WNER'S NAME: 

J.Mo Reddino 
STREET ANO NUMBER' 

CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGIS-CR·Yc;OF OEECS, ETC> 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER> 

CITY OR TOWN: 

I
STJl.TE 

Rockville Maryland 
ritle Reference of CurrPnt n~Pn (Bnnk & Pa.~): 

l!i~\;)*~~·~€~.~·~~.~t~~(tN. - .>-.·.: ·>.:· .-·.·-·.; .. :-: _-:> 

TITL.£ OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURll'l!l:V• 0 Federol O State 0 County 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S'fREET ANO"NUM8EIH 

CITY OR TOWN> 

I 
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I 
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0 Good 0 Foir • e.xc•llent 
CONDITION 1---------

(Ch .. ck One) 

• Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (II known) PHY~ICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check On•) 

0 Moved • Originol Site 

The house is built in two parts. The earliest section 
is a one-story log cabin, at the rear of the building 
now used for a kitchen. The main house is of three bays 
on the main (south) facade and there is a central door
way with a transom-light. Windows are all two-over-two, 
double-hung. The house may have begun with the use of 
the log cabin as a slave or tenant quarter for the adjoining 
Meyers farm. 
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