
ACHS SUMMARY FORM 
M: 29-16 

1. Name: Locust Grove I (Samuel Wade Magruder House) 

Ka Planning Area/Site Number: 29/16 

--.-. -:Address: 7401 Lakeview Drive 
Bethesda, Md. 

5. Classification Summary 
Category h111Jding 
Ownership .... p~r-'~y~a~t_e ____ __,,~------
Publi c Acquisition __ ..-iN_/_A ______ _ 
Status work in progress 

3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 20 
Coordinate G-3 

Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC 
Title and Date:Historic Sites Inventory 

1976 

Accessible yes; restricted Federal State x County x Local 
Present use other;commerical;educational ---- ---- ---- ----

6. Date: c. 1773-1781; 
1891-1898 

8. Apparent Condition 

_- 7. Original Owner: Samuel Wade .Magruder 

a. fair/deteriorated b. ____ .a_1_t_er.e.d __________ c. ____ o_r_1g.._1n_a_l __ s_i_t_e __________ __ 

9. Description: This nine bay by one bay house races southeast: built in 
~wosections - the northeast five bay, two and a half story section constructed 
of Flemish bonded brick painted red (the northeast end was rebuilt in common 
bond in 1890s); the southwest four bay, two story section is frame and has 
red novelty siding. There is a southeast porch on brick section with a shed 

_,-roof supported by six turned posts; there is a glass enclosed porch with a 
hed roof on the southeast elevation of the frame section. The brick section 

nas two-over-two double-hung windows and on the northwest elevation nine
~~er-nine a~d six-over-six double-hung windows. The frame section has six -

, over-six double-hung windows. Both frame and brick sections have gable roofs 
with red raised seam metal covering. 

10. Significance: Locust Grove I is one of Montgomery County's few remaining 
18th century houses, the only one still extan~ in the north Bethesda area. 
It is significant as the residence of one of the County's "rounding fathers 11

, 

and also as a bGyohoed home or a national figure, William Wirt. 
Samuel Wade Magruder (c. 1728-1792) was prominent in the political life of 

the County from the time of the French and Indian war until 1790. A lieutenant 
in the colonial militia in the 1750s, during the Revolution he served -in the 29th 
Batallion, Maryland militia, first as a captain and later as major. After 
the separation .. of ,Montgomery and Frederick counties, he served as judge of 
the Montgomery County Court from 1777-1790. 

Magruder inherited the tract called 11 Ma.gruder 1 s Discovery" in 1751 and 
built the original mansion between 1773 and 1781. Between 1783-1785 he took 
in as a boarder young William Wirt, attending school nearby. Wirt later 
served as Attorney General of the U.S. from 1817 to 1829 under Presidents 
Monroe and John Quincy Adams, and was a presidential candidate in 1832. 

Purchased in 1978 by a subsidiary of Chevy Chase Savings and Loan, 
_,---the .Magruder House will be restored and adaptively reused. 

r-

12. Compiler: Gail 

date researched: Ann .Van Devanter 2/79 
Candy Reed/Architectural Description 

Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 2/79 11+. Designation 

,' .;_l. Researcher and 

Approval 
15. Acreage : 1. 2670 acres -



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 29/16 
Magi # 
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fJLOCATION 
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.STRUCTURE 

_SITE 
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X..PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH x_woRK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
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_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

..XCOMMERCIA L __ PARK 

..,Xl:OUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY x_OTHER: 

NAME Manor Investment Company, a wholly owned 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

X FAIR 

CONDITION 

~DETERIORATED 
_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XJ.LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Locust Grove is a brick, two story, five bay house with a two story 
frame service wing attached to the west end. The house dates from c. 1773-
1781, and was extensively renovated in the 1890s. A photograph of 1876, 
however, together with historical documents, indicates that with the 
exception of the addition of one•story open porches on the front {south) 
side; alteration in size of some window openings, and change in the roof 
to a lower pitch, as well as removal of exterior chimneys on the east end~ 
the exterior of the house is close to the 18th c. original. On the 
interior, the floor plan appears to be that of the 18th century; all 
visible features are 1890s. Many elements of the 18th century fabric of 
the house, reused in the 1890s renovation, exist, but out of context and 
hidden within the present structural fabric of the house. 
· The main house races south; its walls are· laid in flemish bond with 

a belt course marking the second floor on the south front (hidden by the 
existing 1890s porch but clearly visible in the 1876 photo}. A pair of 
exterior chimneys, also in flemish bond, are on the west end, partially 
obscured by the service wing. The chimneys have sloped weatherings on 
both stories marking the fireplaces within. A single interior chimney 
rises above the south slope of the roof on the east end. 

There is a door in the central bay of both south and north facadeE 
the latter having only a single bay with one window on each side of the · 
central bay. Closers on each side of a single window centered in the 
west gable lighting the attic, prove it to be an original feature, though 
changed in height and detail. 

Areas of common bond, including a large area of the north, second 
story facade, almost the entire east e.levation, and areas above all 2nd 
story windows, which appear to have been heightened, result from a 
massive alteration. 

The tin•covered reof is of a ~~-PY l_ow :Pitch; a paint-line survives 
on the west gable, clearly indicating an earlier, steeper roof. 

The cornice with concealed gutters,, the two-over•two windows with 
louvered blinds, the exterior doors and the porch together with the low 
roof p,itch and patched brick, all appear consistent with building styles 
of the 1890s. The 1876 photograph shows the house with its original 
steeper roof, windows with small panes (6/6 in both stories, panes much 
taller in the first story ), no front porch and an external chimney 
{possibly a pair of external chimneys) at the east end, the latter about 
to fall away from the wall. A small stoop at the front door is flanked 
by benches with scrolled legs. 

On each floor, the center hall with a straight flight of stairs 
between the first and second floors, is flanked by two rooms on each 
side. In the first story, only the northeast room is without a fireplace. 
Stairwork, doors, trim, mantels, flooring and lathing all appear to date 
consistently to the 1890s. 

The west wall of the hall, dividing it from the pair of west rooms 1 · 

is of brick, from the cellar to the attic-floor level. 
Only a hatch in the ceiling of a small room at the south end or the 

second story hall gives access to the attic, which has indications of 
having been fully finished and used for living space originally, when 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY roof pitch was steeper. 
{continued on Attachment Sheet A) 



ttachment Sheet A M: 29/16 
Magi# 

Second floor ceiling joists include late 18th century beaded beams origi
nally :irrtended to be exposed; solid roof sheathing appears to be old 
flooring, exhibiting typical tongue and groove guides with adzing over 
former joists. Plaster on the inside of the west gable outlines former 
knee walls, ceilings height, and roof piteh. 

In the cellar, much of the first floor framing appears original, 
although many beade.d joists, reused from elsewhere, have been added. 
Original material is sawnhlith hewn girders; one beaded board, possibly 
a piece or original baseboard, was observed in a reused position. Hearths 
are framed under each Of the three fireplaces, and evidence for Similar 
framing exists under the northeast room. Twe unglazed windows on the 
south facade have square horizontal wood bars set diagonally; original 
beaded frames survive with mortise and tenon ,joints and exterior baekband. 
A batten door with beaded wood .frame (part of the 18th century fabric) 
is set into the brick cross wall. 

A massive stone exterior chimney stands at the west end or the frame 
service wing, with sloped weatherings reflecting the first story k1iohen 
~fireplace within, carefully formed in the rubble-ashlar masonry. A brick 
· tack, separated from the frame structure, extends above the roof. 

The wing is sheathed with German siding; 6/6 windows of the first 
story, and 3/3 of the second, are framed with very plain trim. 

The fireplace is closed inside, and interior finishes and details 
appear consistent with the present 1890s interior of the main house. Only 
a hatch in the ceiling gives access to the second story, which was at 
one time finished for use, and shows evidence of a fire said to have 
happened within the past two decades. Whether this wing pre-dates the 
main house or dates from the early 19th century cannot be known without 
further investigation. The massive stone chimney does appear to pre-date 
the main house and possibly the wing itself. 

Several frame outbuildings, all apprently late 19th century, contain 
some straight-sawn material; at least one contains reused material 
predating the massive alteration of the main house. 

The house stands on a hill a:t rrounded by ancient specimen trees, 
including black walnuts. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 X-..AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE , _EDUCATION _MILITAR'( _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

.X:.-1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

• SPECIFIC DATES C .1773•1781; 1891"'"1898 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Local History 

Although later alterations have given it a distinctly late 19th 
century appearance, Locust Grove (also known as the Samuel Magruder 
House) is in fact one-of Montgomery County's few remaining 18th century 
houses. , Samuel Wade Magruder (c. 1728-1792) inherited the land on which 
it stands -- a tract called:uMagruder 1 s Discovery" -- from his-father, 
Capt. Alexander .Magruder, in 1751, and built the-original mansion between 
1773 and 1781. 

Magruder was prominent in the poli,tical life of the c0unty from the 
time of the French and Indian War until 1790. He was a lieutenant in the 
colonial militia in the 1750s, and during the Revolution served first as a 

/-~aptain and later as major in the 29th Battalion, Maryland militia. After 
the separation of Montgomery and Frederick counties he served as judge 
of the Montgomery County Court from 1777to 1790. 

During the years 1783-1785, while Magruder was still living at 
Locust Grove, he took in as a boarder a boy named William Wirt, who 
was attending school nearby. Wirt went on to become a well-known 
author and lawyer. He served as Attorney General of the U.S. from 1817 
to 1829, in the cabinets of Presidents James Monroe and John Quincy Adams, 
and was a candidate for President on the Anti-Masonic ticket in 1832. 
In his memoirs, Wirt provides a description of the old mansion and its 
outbuildings and gives some idea of the flavor of country life there 
two centuries ago. 

Locust Grove was purchased in 1978 by Manor Investment Co., a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Chevy Chase Savings and Loan, Inc. The 
Savings and Loan is now formulating extensive plans for restoration and 
adaptive use. 

Locust Grove is historically significant as the residence of one of 
Montgomery County's founding fathers, and as a site in the history of 
an important national figure, William Wirt. It is one of the few 
remaining 18th century structures in Montgomery County and the only 
one still extant in its immediate neighborhood of North :Bethesda. As 
such, it is the last remnant of a vanished heritage for a vital segment 
of the Montgomery County populace. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY .•,.., 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Walton, John M., Jr., Locust Grgve: A House and Its History. with Spe~ .l, 

Emnhasis on the Historical Documentation for Structural Change§. Pre•· 
pared for Brisker-Campitelli Enterprises. Clinton, Md., August 15, 1974. 
Typescript, 4 vols. On deposit with Ann Van Devanter, Chevy Chase 

iavings and Loan, Inc. 
Primary source citations are included in Mr. Walton's manuscript). 
ONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1. 2670 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Property bounded on the North {Northwest) by Westlake T~~r~ce, the South 
(Southeast) :t>Y Lakeview Drive, the East by Westlake Drive, and the West 
by the site for the proposed Westlake Terrace Town House Development 
to be built by Brisker-Campitelli Enterprises. 

Parcel N, "Lakeview", as shown on Plat 12142, Plat Book 5256 
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Ann Van. Devanter . Ann Van· Dev.ante.r/Arahitectural Descr:t,p. 
ORGANIZATION . DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 2f79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-451Q 
STATE . 

Dickerson Ma:g:ylapa 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do' not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS 
Box 87, Stronghold 

Dickerson, Md. 20753 
(301) 926-4510 

PS· 1108 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

M#29-16 

I ~016 '35ZOJ./ 

~:::-~- -NOMINATION FORM 

% 

0 

.... 
u 

.... 

:z 

W· 
w 

,,\ 

12~. 

ll· 

h~; 

1$Q 

I§~: 

for the 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

~ 

:·: ·:·.•. 
.. 

.·.···:•: •.c•: .•. ·.·. 
.:··.·. ··.·:.:_::-: :·:·. ·: : :' ... · <·•:.• ····· 

COMMON: 

Samuel Wade Maqruder House 
ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Locust Grove I 
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STREET ANO NUMBER: 
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CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Cheek One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District • Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: • Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure • Privote 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

In progress I'll No 
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TITL.E OF SURVEY: 
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r 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

II Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Ch.,ck One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

II Oeterioroted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> •D ORIGINAi... (Ji known) PHYSIC_AI. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 8 Original Site 

The house is a large, two-story brick structure with 
a one and a half-story frame wing attached to the west. 
The main {south) facade is of five bays, the entrance 
being in the central bay. A one-story, open Victorian 
porch runs across the front of the house. The brickwork 
is of flemish bond on the front and rear, and conunon bond 
on the ends. There are flat brick arches of gauged brick 
over the windows, and the windows themselves are two-over
two, double-hung, except for three original six-over-six 
panes on the rear of the house. The roof, once steeply 
pitched, now is of moderate slpe and the chimneys are 
internal on the east end of the house; while on the west 
end, they are double, external stacks that are irregular 
in height. The uppermost weatherings end just above the 
second story fireplace level. 

The frame wing on the west of the house may possibly 
be earlier than the main house. In any event, it appears 
to have been used as a kitchen wing for the main house. 
Originally of one-story (possibly log), it seems to have 
been heightened at some time. On the west wall there is 
a large, external stone fireplace with. a tall brick stack. 
Two widely-spaced, six-pane, eyebrow windows sit under 
the eaves on the main (south) facade and the rest is ob
scured by a one-story, enclosed porch. 

m 
m 

z 

0 

% 



:z 
0 

... 
:z 

w 
w 

~;.•:.· .,;:::· Sl$M!FrCAHCE .··. ,.,/.·:· ............. , .. :·'·· · .. :,.o, 
., .. 

. •·.·· :o:o:.··· 

PERIOD (Cheek One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECI Fl C DA TE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educotion 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. r 

..; 

·. ':·· . ,. ·: 
•• 

• 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human· 

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

c 

PS- 7011 



..... :::;-.:'.'-::;_ ... -.-.- .-... '.-.,·.;: 

r10~ .teooRAPHtc>-L o.4.r>. > ····· : • -..,.... ..... ________ .... __ ....;.... _________ ....;...._~ .. 1-~ 
L.ATITUOE ANO L.ON<;ITUOE COORDINATES L.ATITUOE ANO L.ONGITUOE COOROIN.ATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

•... ··.· ;~ 

--~--..-----~---~----------iRt--------O~F.._:L.~E-S~S_.;.T~H~A~N:....;..T~E~N:...;.:A;C~R~E~S:...._ ______ ~ 
CORNER LATITUDE L.ONGITUOE 1...ATITUOE - l..ONGITUOE 

De;rees Minutes Seconds De;rees Minutes Seconds De;rees Minutes Seconds Oe;rees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 0 0 . O' 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 . ' 0 ; '"\ 

"""' 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

:· ~\-. _ ... ·.!-' 

l}LFORM.PREPAREO 6Y• .... 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georaia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN: I Silver Sprinq Marv land 

f!3:Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 

m 
m 

z 

.... 
:::a 
c: 
n 
.... 
0 

z 

j 



Form 10-445 
{5/62) 

UJ 
l'-1 
;:;; 
UJ 
:::;: 
<:( 
V> 

u.. 
0 
1-
IJ.J 
LU 
I 
V> 

z 
0 
Cl 
IJ.J 
D 
0 
<( 

!.lJ 
rtl 

>
<:( 
:::§: 

L 
l
o 
:r: 
Q. 

0 
z 
<:( 

z 
0 
I
<( 
:::;;: 
·:L. 
0 
u.. 
z 
..J 
<:( 
1-
z 
IJ.J 
:::;,: 
LU 
..J 
Q. 
Q. 
::i 
Cf) 

1. STATE Wlcw-~ lo..w.:A... HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY -. I 
COUNTY Vv\,.Q..•v1..\-~~'1 INVENTORY flt- ,.S :2_ 
TOWN ~1--.~V'\, t\..~.. VICINITY Mo¥,ft~q.~ WIJl 2. NAME SWW> ~ rnaJliQ..,..,.~'-:> JS H'ck J.lrou.1.u._ 
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<;. vJ_ ~\l\~q-r.,._J.,w ~ DA TE OR PERIOD \et--\~ I ~\.t.. Cuv,,-l-w.r"\ 

ORIGINAL OWNER. ~ \ 7 
ORIGINAL USE d!;v<~ STYLE , 

) 
c I ARCHITECT 

PRESENT OWN ER 'j)Y' .,h., ::>:,\OV<\1<>W 
j \l' BUILD ER 

p RESENT u SE . cwt H;C1 1-----------------------1 
WALL CONSTRUCTION l:,~\-_. 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STORIES ~ 

If, NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 'OPEN TO PUBLIC Aj(f) 

samuel .Magruder• s House was bu.il t in the late 10th century and has much the 
_,,.,. 

same . detail as a southern .Maryland house. It is built of brick laid in Flemish 

bond on tnree sides, and is five bays long on the south and three bays long on 

t.r1e north. The entire building is two rooms daep. 'l'he east gable contains 

on small chimney within the wall and the west gable con;,ains two chimneys projecting 
"'"'A" 

out from the wall. One can see in $ach gable that the roof has been lowered at 

a later date. Off the west gable is a two story frame kitchen wing with stone 

fireplace. Above the windows are flat arches - the frames and sash have been 

altered since the house was constructed. There is a stepped water table and the 

house sits on a stone foundation. 

A plaque on the south facade reads: 

HOME OF SA.1\llUEL WADE MAGRUDER 1728 - 1'192 

LIEUT. OF VOLUNTEERS FRENCH & INDIAN \vAR 

MAGISTRATE O.F' 1st COURT MONT. co. MD. rrn 
MAJ. OF MD. BATTALION 

MEMBER OF COEilMITTEE TO EFFECT 1l.E20tta 

RESOLUTIONS OF FIRST C01~TINEt!TAL 

CONGRESS 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF nRUCTURE 
s;~l-4 

Endangered (JO) linterior Exterior 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEW.$, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

"fJ_ • £l3f I ~"Si 
7. PHOTOGRAPH ._, ~ , 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND- TITLE OF RECORDER w V\ll~<.J·,J ~ 0 \,I.JV~ 

DA TE OF RECORD J (,{,Nu_ I ~ I q b s 
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·~· 9ioger B. Old IR>aea and Biate17 :ef l!on.1;1Gft7 

._.,., !!U7land 1952, 1962, Judd • Detweiler Pr.in.i;era 

Locust Grove I 

I N the Betl1~ 8l"l'8 of lower Montgomt'ry 
('ounty, not mort> than fh•e miles from the 
Diastrict line, stands an old brick house which 

h• full of the tradition& and atmosphere of 
colonial days. Being on a slightly travelled 
croea-eountry road, it ia a1&fe to guess that the 
esiatence of IMust Grove is known by few of 
the present eitize111& of Bethea.da in their hurry 
and hustle. Fewer still have knowledge of its 
interesting historic background. It was the 

h0m& of several ml'Wben of the Magruder fam
ily, that virile and forthright clan whieh has 
been a potent factor in Maryland history for 
300 years. 

The moat Ulustrioua occupant of the old home 
was Major Samuel Wade Magruder who lived 
there for many year&J and who was a real factor 
in the atraggleK of the Colonies for independ
ence. Major llagrader fought in tJae li'reneh and 
IDd.ian War aa a lieatenant; he became a major 
in the Colltineatal Anny. He was one of the 
juatioea of tfae &rat eounty court to sit at Boct
.nte after .Montgouie(y became a Mpan1te caun
tf hl 1176. 

On NO\'ellllx-r 18, 1174-, he attended a meotblg 
of oitiseDK at Frederick County Court Houset 
and wu qaalifted to vote for repret4elltativea of 
the eount-ry to 1'earrr into exeeation the auoeia
tion agreed upon by tM American Continental 
t."'onlP"eu. '' Tllf' Co~ oa September $'had 
adopted a plan uror ~ inro eft'c.set the 
aio11 importation, noa~ion and non-a-
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The house of red brick laid in ~,lemish bond, 
}Hu; a center hall with a rear door to the garden,. 
two rooms on the right with one fireplace, and 
two rooins on the left, each with a fireplace; on 
the second floor are four rooms without fire-
place~. .• 

The major has not been overlooked by the 
D.A.R. In October, 1940, the Janet Mo_ntgomery 
Chapter with fitting ceremonies placed on the 
old brick wall near the front door a bronze 
pla(1ue which states: 

"Home of Samuel 'Vade Magrud{'r (173:!-
1792) Lieut., Volunteers, }~reneh aud In
dian War. Magistrate of First Court of 
Montgomery C0unty 1777. Major Mary
land Battalion. Member of Committee to 
effect resolutions of First Continental Con
gress.'\ 
Upon the death of Major Magruder, his soµ, 

Lloyd, inherited the estate, but became financial
ly involved in loans, to help finance sales of 
tobacco abroad, upon which he could not collect, 
and in 1838 Locust Grove was sold at Public 
auction to John A. Carter, son-in-law of Lloyd. 
The mill was sold off the farm in 1853 to Wil
liam Orndorf( (his wife was Susannah Adams). 

Orndorff is described bv sotlii:i of his descend
ants as a spendthrift. ·He ldsJ; a lot of prop-
erty, and it is believed Lop. \','~.st Gro~e passed 
from his hands about the t, e of '.Susannah 
(Adams) Orndor:ff 's death in , S70. •, 

In 1901 the farm, containi11tg 258 ~cres, was 
sold to Robert vVeaver of <ft$orgetown. After 
his death in 1924 it passed by ~nherit~nce to his 
son, Maurice E. Weaver. Mr;. !Maurice Weaver, 
who inheritNl this place·from 11his fat~er, died a 
few years ago. But before his death the historic 
old place was sold to Dr. John H. So~oinon, the 
present owner in 19E)l. Dr. Splomon: now lives 
in a modern home on th~ edg¢ of the',lawn and 
has erected a large building i occupi~d by the 
I.B.M. and is building two apairtment jhuildings. 

In a talk the author had w~tp Dr. Splomon at 
his home on this historic old place, shmmer of 
1961, the good doctor has respect fo~ antiques 
of Montgomery County. The rug~ed brick 
house built by Dr. Samuel 1\Vade Magruder 
nearly two centuries ago, wiUl its as~ociations, 
with a great patriot and a sell.t of thfS County 
before the Revolutionary \Var;still st~nds; The 
doctor assured me that he would dd what he 
could to remodel and restore the house. 

Locust Grove II 

T HIS substantial stone and frame dwelling 
is less than a mile from Brookeville on 
the north side of the road leading to Lay

tonsville. It stands on a pleasing elevation 
facing south. Although built by a member of 
the Riggs family, the house has been the home 
nf the Howard family for over a century. rrhe 
four hundred a<'res siurounding it are part of 
Hordlpy's Choi<-P and indude those parts which 
~John Riggs d<'vist'd to his sons, John and E.Iisha, 
j II 1762. 

Early records indicate that Elisha Riggs, 
horn October 4, 174:!, lived in this locality, pos
si H,· with older brothers, as early as 1761. 
\ b" 1it t IH' yPar 1771, he married Carolina 
\\'pie-!;, Elisha Riggs was quite active in the 
Flyi1>;,t Camp, that notable <'ompom•nt of the 
\!a ryland Lim>, and the are hives contain inter-
1·-:i ing r..f('ren<'e~ to his military caree1'. 

Early in 1776 he was eaptain of a company of 
dragoons with the Flying Camp. His commander 
wrote to the Council of Safety, at Annapolis, 
saying that his disposition "does honour to him 
as an American." The young cavalryman's 
career was soon over; lie made his will on May 
17, and died less than a month later on June 6, 
1777. He left his widow with five small chil
dren. The widowed Carolina married Jacob 
Holland in 1781, and died a few years later. 

John Hammond Riggs, a son, born March 5, 
1773, seems to have eventually acquired title to 
the Bordley's Choice property. Although Cap
tain F~lisha Riggs k•ft his ehildren equal por
tions, to this hf' addPd other land, willed by a 
baehelor unele, Lieutenant J olm Riggs, who died 
in 1808. The estat(' which he developed 
amounted to ahout 500 a<·res. Here he estab
lished his plantation before the death of his 
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~ .XResolution No. 10-777 
Introduced: June 11. 1984 
Adopted: June 11. 1984 

COUNTl COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
SIITING AS A DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION 

OF THE HARYLAND-WASHINGION lt.EGIONAL DISTRICT 
WI!HlN MONTGOMER.Y COUNTY, MARYLAND 

SUBJECT: Amendment to the Approved and Adopted Master Plan for Historic 
Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland 

WHEREAS, iu Septea'ber, 1983, tbe Montgomery County Planning Board transmitted 

to the Hrmt1o•r1 County Council the Pinal Draft Amendment to the Historic 

Preservation Muter Plan, proposing the addition of several historic sites for 

inclusion in the Master Plan and the removal of several sites from the Locational 

Atlas and Indes of H11toric Site• in Montgomery County, Maryland; and 

WHEU:AS, ou Deceaber l.3 1 1983, the HontgOt1ery County Council held a public 

hearing wherein oral and VTitten test1J10ny was received concerning the Final Dt-aft 

Amendme.uc to tlw Historic Preservation Master Plan; and 

WHElU'..AS, au May 22, 1984, the Couucil Planning, Houeing aud Economic 

r .Deve.l.opmenr: Com.it tee 
• 

re~iewed the Final Draft Amendment to the Hi•toric 

Preservation. Muter Plan and the iaeues raised et the public hearing with the 

Montgomery Coun.ty Plannin& »oard, staff and affected parties; and 

WHER.W, the Montgomery County Council re~iewed the recommendations of the 

Planning, Housin.s aud Ecouolllic Deve1opmeut Committee at a worksessioo held ou June 

11, 1984. 

NOW, THEllEFOl!, BE IT B.ESOLV.ED by the County Council, sitting as a Dlstrict 

Council for that portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District with.in 

Montgomery County, that -

The Historic Preservation Master Plan is hereby amended by the inclusion of 

tbe folloving 11tes and/or resources: 

1. l>ickersoa. Su tion 

2. Brewer Farm 

3. .Busaard Farm 

24 
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• H: 2?,lh . - 4 • Pleasant View Church ()2 

s. Pleasant Hilla 

r 6. Glen Store and Post Office 

7. I.ocuat Grove ! (Magruder Houa~) 

a. Ellenli• 

9. Hayea Manor 
10. Woodend 

BE I? FUl.THEll USOLVED that the following sites and/or resources are hereby 

removed from the Location.al Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery 

County, Maryland as not suitable for regulation under the Historic Preservation 

Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County C:>de: 

l. De.~by/Offutt Farm 

2. Frauk Higgeu.e (Hoaldusou) Hause 

3. Rudolph :Bea.ll. House 

4. Natbani&l Clagett 

5. Jouea House 

6. Tra v1lah B&ptia t Church 

7. Greenbuty Jacltaou House 

8. Saaue.l Ford House 

9. Granger Estate {Bolton Arms School) 

BE IT FUJ.THEl RESOLVED that the decision -regarding the proposed deletion of 

'the 54lcuel Hiageua Bouse aud Rammed-Earth House (Oakmont) from the l.Dcational 

Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County, Maryland, ia hereby 

deferred for further review and consideration by the Council. 

A l'rue Copy. 

Al"ttS!: 
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Associated for more than 100 years with the Magruder famHy, prominent in 
the early history of the State and County. 

Farm cultivated as early as 173lj., reclaimed in the mid-l800's by Otho 
Magruder, an early proponent of agricultural innovation in the County. 

Pleasant View Church 112 (p. 10) 

19th Century vernacular rural black church with umisual truncated steeple. 

The three acre parcel includes a cemetary, privy and the Quince Orchard 
Negro Schoolhouse built c. 1873. The entire parcel should be retain~d as the 
envlronmentaJ setting. 

PI~.asant HUJs (p. 11) 

Built circa 1763-Fine example of Georgian brick construction and one of the 
oldest brick homes in the County. 

Origlr.a11y associated with the Gassaway family early settlers in. the Darnes
town area of the county. 

To preserve the integrity of this site any development that occurs on the 
property should be effectively clustered away from the main house. 

29/3 Glen Store and Post Office (p. 12) 

29/16 

' 
Built drca 1899-·-Good example of a rural, tum-of-the-century combined 
residential/ commercial structur·e. 

Rural Victorian design which is the last remnant of the historic Glen 
community. 

The Appr·oved and Adopted Master Plan for the Potomac Subregion recom
mends improvement of South Glen Road to a primary street. If and when the 
road is widened, this amendment recommends the center line be shifted to the 
east in the vicinity of the store so the improvement does not adversely affect 
the store and the historic relationship of the site to the roadway can be 
retai · 

Locust Grove I (Magruder House) (p. 13) 

Built circa 1773-0riginal Federal style brick residence; remodeled circa 1895 
in the Victorian style. 

Associated with Samuel Wade Magruder, a patriot in the American Revolution 
and one of the "founding fathers" of Montgomery County. 

The boyhood home of William Wurt, well-known author and lawyer who served 
as the Attorney General of the United States from 1817 to 1829 under the 
presidencies of James Monroe and John Quincy Adams. 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See correspondence dated /lJ!-~ ~~~~~..:.-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

/7!3 

ACTION TAKEN 

Resources one thr h oug seven for placement on the Master Plan 

Resources eight through fift f 
criteria for placement and een ound not to meet Ordinance 
Locational Atlas are recommended to be removed from 

Samuel Higgens House, Site 24/10 
12901 Meadow View Dr. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

Pleasant View Church 112, Site 24/13 
Darnestown Rd. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

Pleasant Hills, Site 24/21 
14800 Darnestown Rd. 
Germantown, MD 20767 

Glen Store and Post Office,Site 29/3 
11.530 S. Glen Rd. 

&. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Darby Offut Farm, Site 24/3 
15330 Darnestown Rd. 
Germantown, MD 20767 

Frank Higgens (Hoskinson) House, Site 24/9 
1341.5 Darnestown Rd. 
Germantown, MD 20767 

Rudolph Beall House, Site 24/11 
15700 Norman Dr. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

Nathanial Clagett Farm, Site 24/31 
13611 Deakins Lane 
Germantown, MD 20767 

Jones House, Site 2.5/7 
Potomac, MD 208.54 

~----:::::=-c---~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Locust Grove (Ma ruder House), Site 29/16 

Potomac Horse Center 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

.5. 

7._ 

40 l Lakeview Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 20034 

Ellerslie, Site 29/36 
9030 Saunders Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20034 

13. 

14. 

1.5. 

Travilah Baptist Church, Site 2.5/10-2 
12811 Glen Rd. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20760 

Greenbury/Jackson House, Site 29/14 
10220 Kentsdale Dr. 
Potomac, MD 208.54 

Samuel Ford House, Site 29/24 
10800 Cripplegate Rd. 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~T'"'~~~--_iP~o~t~om~a~c~,~M~D~~2~0~8i.54~~~~~~ 

Brewer Farm, Site 12/38 
20201 Dames town Rd. 
Beallsville, MD 207.53 

~--
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See c or resp on den ce date d ___ s_e_p:_t_e_m_b_e_r __ 1_9_, _1_9_8_3 ______ _ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The following sites are recommended for inclusion in Chapter 4 
of the Master Plan: 

M: 
M: 
M: 
M: 
M: 
M: 

12/21-1 
12/38 
22/7 
24/13 
24/21 

Dickerson Station 
Brewer Farm 
Bussard Farm 
Pleasant View Church #2 
Pleasant Hills 

CM~ 
29['.3 
2 9/16:> 

Glen Store and Post Office 
Locust Grove I (Magruder House) 
Ellerslie M: 29/36 

M: 35/10 
M: 35/12 

The Planning 
placement on 

M: 35/24 

Hayes Manor 
Woodend 

Board did not find the following site warranted 
the Master Plan as an individual site: 

Reading House 

--
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