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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Bell's Mili Site 
.O.NDIOR HISTORIC: 

. . . ·< ~ . . - . . . .. . 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cabin John Creek, Democracy Blvd. & 7 Locks Rd. 
CITY OR TO'HN: 

Bethesda 
STATE COUNTY: 

Maryland Montqomerv 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 Building D; District 

~ Sit• 0 Structure 

0 Object 

~ 

I~ 
0 
0 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Public Acquisition: 

Private O In Process 

BoUi 0 Being Considered 

PRESE:N T USE (Check On" or Moro 1111 Approprlttte) I 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial , 

0 Educational 

0 EntMtoinm•nt 

0 Government 

0 
0 
0 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

Parle 

0 Private Residence 

0 
0 

Religious 

Scientific 

M-NCPPC-Cabin John Park 

·'' .. " ' . ·-:\::):..; ::'.. . " .. "".':":\': 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Occupied fies: 
~ Restric:t9<1 0 Unoc:cupi .d 

0 Pntswvotion w0<lc 0 Untestric:ted 

in progress 0 No 

0 Trantpwtdtl<>n 

0 Oth.r (Sp.elf]-) 

0 Commen~ 

W STREET .0.ND NUMBER: 

w {main office) 8787 Georqia Ave. 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

·COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montqomerv Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

!
STATE 

Rockville Marv land 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Title Reference of CurrPnt DPPn (Bnnk & Pa. ~): 

Tl TL.E OF SURVEY: 

DAT"- OF SURVEY: 0 Fed,.ral 0 Stat• C County 0 Loccl 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS• 

SiREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: 

p~ - 709 
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\7.··.·oESCR1?:1'!0N 

0 Excellent 0 Good 
f-'------

0 F<rir 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Altered : 0 Unc:ltered 

(Ch,.ck On,,) 

0 Deterioroted 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT> ~D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~Ruins 
(Check O"/) 

0 Mov•d EJ Origin<>! Sit. 

The old Bell's Mill Rd., leading to the site, was 
abandoned when Democracy Blvd. was built. Some of the 
old dirt road is still visible on the hillside south 
of Democracy. Part of the old millrace may still exist 
along 7 Locks Rd. here, but the intersection has been 
extensively altered within the past 10-20 years. (See 
old photos of mill.) 
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(a. SlGNfflCANCE .•. · ... · · · 

PERIOD (Ch1tck One or .'1for1t ••Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Cantury 

0 l Sth c .. ntury ' , 0 17th Century 

0.)Bth Century 

ffi 19th Century 

0 20th Centu<y 

S"'ECIFIC OATE:ISl (l/Appllcab11t andXnown) 

AREAS OF 51 GNI Fl c ANC E (C.~eck On& or Mor" aa Appropriate) 

Abar iginol 

0 Pre hi sto<ic 

O~Hi.storic ·• 

O Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Aft 

0 
0 

... , .. :::_ 0 

Educoti on 

Eng,ineering 

Industry· 

Invention 0 
0 landscape 

Arehi t•cture 

0 Literature 0 
0 
0 

Communications 0 Military 

Conservation 0 Music 

0 Political 

0 R<tligion/Phi-

~ -'fosopny ' • · ··-

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transpo.rtation 

0 Urban Planning 

' · 0 Other (Spl!lclty) 

": · ........ . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

·-

This was an important country grist and saw mill, 
that was associated with the nearby Magruder home 
"Locust Grove" for years. An old photo, ca. 1876, shows 
a primitive frame building, built on a high stone base­
ment. Just beyond this was the saw mill, an open frame shed 
built on high stone piers. By 1915, only the grist mill 
stood-and it had been abandoned by then. The last owner 
to operate it was 11Swedie 11 Williams, and 1940's Real EstatE 
maps show him owning several buildings at this site (pos­
sibly it stood as late as this.) 

(See brief history in RECORDS OF COLUMBIA HIST. SOC. 
Vol. 31-32.) 
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f'9. Mf;JOR-SISLIOGRAPfUCAL REFERENCES \'' .. ·-~ .. · ... __ 
.---- :· .;.:=.::.. .:· . · .... ·· . ·-·. -- . 

- -.· - . -.- ·- · ... ·- -.. '"·' :·~,..;r·.;••: ·.;P 

. 
1) RECORDS OF THE COLUMBIA HISTORICAL soc., Vol. 31-32. 

2) WASHINGTON STAR, "Rambler" series, (May 13, June 3, 1917; 

June 29, 1919; April 19, 1925.) 

3) Walton, John, Jr. Extensive research paper on "Locust 
Grove" (1974.) 

4) Maps of 1865, 1878, 1894 & l940's Real Estate Map. 

L10 .. ::tEotRAP1-HCAL DATA --
I :;_ 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUOC: COORDINATES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT O;::' A ?RO?ERTY 

R OF 1-ESS THAN TE'.'.N Acq-Es 

CORNER I' ;•LAT!TU oE:-- t...ONGITUOE LATJTUOE. LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minuh•s Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.,ds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW D . . D . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . .. 
SE 0 ... -!.- - -0.- - - .. ·- -
SW 9 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

!Acreage Justification: 
I . 
I 

I 

--[ll>"FORM PREPARED BY• _.:: 
__ ,. ·::' ·.-/·---_- .· .. ·. -- ·-· 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Michael F. D.vyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

IOAT;/12/75 M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE I Silver Sprinq Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
-
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