
Maryland Historical Trust 
" Sfate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Ingalls House 

and/or common Oaklyn Road Houses 

2. Location 

street & number 
10400 Oaklyn Rd. 

city, town 
Potomac _vicinity of 

Survey No\.\ 29-22-·~""~ 

Magi No. 16 0 7 6 9 5 6 0 4 

DOE __yes no 

_ not for publication 

10th 
congressional district 

state 
Maryland Montgomery 

county 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
~-no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
__ park 
___x private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of !111. owners) 

name 
Daniel E. Cherky 

street & number 
10400 Oaklyn Rd. 

telephone no.: 

city, town 
Potomac state and zip code 

Maryland, ·20854 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 4398 

street & number folio 162 

city, town Rockville stateMd. 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _ federal -1.L state ---2L county __ local 

,,........, depositoryforsurveyrecords Park Historians Office 

city, town Rockville state Md. 



D DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-f:ceLLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_J,JNALTERED 

LAL TEAED 

C~CKONE 

JoRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN I PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There are several small, turn-of-the-century houses at this 
location and further east along Oaklyn Drive. All are two-story, 
frame dwellings. The one house that is located west of Falls 
Road has a two-bay front, with a pedimented gable facade. It 
features a Victorian porch, with turned posts and elaborate 
brackets. 

Across the street is an older house of traditional local 
style, with a three-bay main (west) facade, center gable and 
central doorway. It has a returned cornice, and two smaller 
wings that telescope from the rear of the main house. Farther 
east along Oaklyn Drive are several plain houses that remain 
from the old Negro settlement here. Near these is the old 
Ingalls home, where Mr. Edgar Ingalls lived and ran the Gold 
Mine Museum until recently. His relatives, the Collins family, 
had farmed here for generations, and Mr. Ingalls worked in the 
nearby Gold Mines. These houses may represent settlement that 
resulted from the "gold fever" era that ran from the 1870 1 s to 

,~ 1920 1 se More likely, however, several were built as a result 
of the trolley line that operated here from 1913-1921. This line 
was built by a real estate venture that hoped (and generally 
failed) to attract corrunuters from Washington. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



' 8. Significance Survey No. 

Perictd 
"-- prehistoric 
._ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ---·- landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

~ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_1900-

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ Industry __ politics/government __ transpo~atlon 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates circa. 1892 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B _.C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a su.m..~ary paragraph of significance and a gerieral statement of history and 
support. 

The Ingalls house is significant as an example of rural vernacular architecture 
typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the mid-nineteenth through the 
early twentieth centuries. The house was built by William E. Ingalls about 1892.1 
William b.uilt his house on 30 acres of "Williamsburg" which he purchased in January 
of 1891 from Charles and Emma Case for $780. 2 The Ingalls were the original owners 
of the once productive Potomac gold mine (at Great Falls Rd. and MacArthur Blvd.). 
Gold was mined at the site on and off between 1867 and 1940 when, due to a freeze on 
the price of gold and the rising costs of mining, the mine was permanently closed 

~own. The gold mine produc'ed a total of $150, 000. 00 worth of gold during the period 
· 1f its operation.3 When William Ingalls died in 1900, the house became the property 

of his widow, Sarah, and their children1 James, Norman, Sarah, Flossie and Edgar.4 

The house remaind in the Ingalls family for many years. Edgar, one of the younger 
children, lived in the house until 1971. Edgar began working in the gold mine as a 
child and continued working in it until it was closed down in 1940. He retired from 
the Army Corps of Engineers in 1971. In 1960, he and his wife, Marie, set up a gold 
mine museum in a wing of their house. The displays included mining tools and other 
mining equipment, ore and gold nugget samples and various old documents pertaining 
to the Potomac mine. The Ingalls museum was open to the public on Sundays only and 
no admission was charged. The rafters and benches used in the museum were made from 
cypress beams from the water tower located on the mine site. The contents of the 
museum were sold to the Interior Department in 1971.5 In June of 1973, the Ingalls 
sold the house to the present owner, Daniel Elie Cherky.6 

that 
that 

1 
The date given is based on the date that the property was purchased and the date 

it first appears on the tax records with improvements listed (1892) and the fatct 
the house appears on the 1894 map but not the map of 1878. 
2need JA 23/433,: Mont. Co. Land Records. 
3washington Post, June 19, 1974. 
4need 741/292, Mont. Co. LandRecords. 
5washington Post 
6Deed 4398/ 162,, Mont. Co. land Records. 
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· 9. Maj~r BibiiOgrae!!_!cal References Survey No. M·:d-_9-~d.- ~ 

Mont"'~ Co. Land Records 
}v.aahl.:ngton~ Pos.t ,. ~une 16, 1974 
1ax Recotda ~ . 

.. o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 4 • 82 acres 

Quadrangle name------ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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cLLJI ~---------11 ~ ..1...-L_,_..___._.. D L.i_J I I I 
E LLJ I I ~I .......__.._._........., ......... F LU I I I 
GLLJ I I ~' ~~-...... ......... HLL_j I I L1 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Historic Preservation Comm. date 1/83 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland.Legislature to pe found i,.n the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Ard.cfe 41·~ .·Section 181. KA, 1974 supplement. 

The s~ryey and inventory are being prepared for. information and 
recor~ ~urposes only and do not constitut~ a~y infringement of 
individual property rights. 

I I 

L1 
I 
I 

. .. ,l"' •" 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



·[P,./·~(,llc' .~ ~I/ell' 91.lil'I' . 
r1m1 /VI: 

tllill#-l'IJ I~ I 
'"an(~nl 'Nu1e 

' nmt PJ7 

IU...t.'lt. 

;-•1Jor1 IVCll,,,.U ~ 
•' 'l-26'& ~ 

' ~\ ..; 

~ 00 

I; ro. t;, IJ nui/.,, r 
111;,.. . 




