
ACHS SUliMARY FORM 
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{cL:.l:t whv.ll ~-D-1>) 
1. Name : Old Anglers' Inn 

~2 . Planning Area/Site Number : 29/31 3 . M- NCPPC Atlas Reference : Map 19 
1 • I - 11 

1 

4. Address : 10801 MacArthur Boulevard , Potomac 

5. Classification Summary 
Cater,ory building 
Owner ship pri vate 
Public Acquisition __ _...n.Z.A ______ __ 
Status occupied 
Access i bl e yes ; r estricted 
?resent use comger cial 

Previous Survey Recording M- NCPPC 
Ti tle and Date : 1976 Inventor y of 

Historical Sites 

Federal State x County x Local - - - -
6. Date : c . 1900 7 . Original Owner : Ida Bodine 

8 . Apparent Condition 

a . _____ g_o_o_d ____________ b. _____ a_l_t_e_r_e_d __________ c . _____ o_r_1_g_1n __ a_1 __ s_1_t_e __________ _ 

9. Description: This thr ee bay by four bay , two - and- a -half story Inn is built 
into the side of a hill , facing south. The first level is constructed of 
fieldstone and the second level is half timbered- possibly a veneer . There 
is a south terrace and a path encir cles the Inn . There ar e modern four 
light casement windows . Windows at first level , south , have wooden lintels . 
The Inn has inter secting gable roofs covered by wooden shingles and with 
boxed and returned cornice lines . The south and west elevations have a 
skirt roof between the first and second level . On the south elevation at 

~ the southwest corner there is an exterior fieldstone chimney and fireplace . 

10. Significance: This tum- of- the- century building has served as a gathering 
place for suortsmen , naturalists and diners enjoying the River and C&O Canal 
for eighty years . Its name reflects the fact that the Old Anglers ' 
Association of Washington , D. C. had a clubhouse nearby f r om the 1860 ' s to 
1896 . 

The Anglers ' Association of Washington , D.c., whose membership included 
several u.s. Presidents , was a club for hunters and fishermen . A two story 
frame clubhouse had been constructed in the 1860 1 s , but burned by about 1896 

Ida Bodine of nearby Cropley purchased 10. 1+3 acres near the site of the 
old clubhouse in 1900 , and probably built the fir st sections of the present 
Inn. She oper ated an inn for many years . After her death c . 191+5 the 
property had three short term owners befor e D. L. and Rosemary Batten took 
it over in 191+8. They remodelled it in 1957 , operating a popular outdoor 
cafe in war m weather . The present owner s bought the Ir.n in 1971+. 

r _1 . Researcher and date resear ched : Beth Elkins - 8/79 
Candy Reed 
Arch . Description 

12 . Compiler : Gail c. Rothrock 13 . Date Compiled : 10/79 

15. Acreage: e . 1+01+ acres 

11+ . Designation 
Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 29/31 
MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Old Anglers• Inn 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

10801 Mac Arthur Boulevard 
CITY. TOWN 

Potomac _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
llcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

....'Xl!UILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC :x:..__ocCUPIED 

.XPRIVATE _UNQCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Maryland Catering Co., Inc. 

c/o John Olympia Reges 
STREET & NUMBER 

10801 Mac Arthur Boulevard 
CITY. TOWN 

Potomac _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs,ETc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

:&:COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Telephone #: 335-JOOO 

STATE , 

Maryland 

Liber #: Y-508 
J:'olio #: 867 

STATE 

Maryland 

zip code 
2085')+ 

20850 

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

1976 _FEDERAL ~TATE X_COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEv REcoRDs Park Historian• s Office 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Maryland 20852 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

..1!GooD 
-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three bay by four bay, two-and-a-half story inn is built into 
the side of a hill, facing south. 

Built on fieldstone foundations, the first level is fieldstone and 
the second level is of half-timber construction. This half-timbering may 
be only a veneer, certainly on the northwest corner of the north elevation 
this is true, where the cinderblock structural system is covered by a 
stone veneer. 

There is a south terrace. A path leads all the way around the inn ar:;l 
back again to this terrace. There are stone steps on the north elevation. 
and at the southeast corner of the east elevation. The south (front) door 
is a vertical wooden paneled door set into a frame with a wooden lintel. 
At the northwest corner of the west elevation there is a vertical wooden 
paneled door leading into the kitchen. 

There are modern four l:i.ght casement window.s throughout the inn. 
These windows at the first level, south elevation, have wooden lintels. 
There are some two-over-two double-hung windows on the north elevation. 

The inn has intersecting gable roofs with boxed and returned cornice 
lines. The roof has wooden shingles. On the south and west elevat;Ans 
there is a skirt roof. There are two exterior chimneys: at the southwer· 
corner of the south elevation there is an exterior chimney and fireplac~ 
and at the north elevation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



.El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

·-1800-1 899 

X-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

MTHER !SPECIFY) 

Local History 

This turn-of-the-century structure retains the name of the club 
which had been a gathering place for sportsmen and naturalists using the 
river and canal for many years. 

The Anglers' Association of Washington, D.c., was a club for hu...~ters 
and fishermen who came out from Washington, including several u.s. 
Presidents •. The two-story frame building had been constructed in tl}e 

1 1860si although the club did not own the land on which it sat until 1895. 
The c ub purcliased another acre from the heirs of Smith Townshend in 1896, 
that land being "situ.ate dire~tly opposite the · · · ~- · . · 

,...,._lnglers' Association Club House at the junction of the Great Falls and 
Conduit roads •••• "2 It is believed that the clubhouse burned do'tl.rn about 
this time. 

Ida Bodine, of nearby Cropley, purchased. 10.4-3 acres from the 
Townshends in 1900,3 and probably built the first sections of what 
became the present inn. By 1908 she was taxed for improvements worth · 
$74-0 a.nd land valued at $20 per acre. Mrs. Bodine operated the inn for 
many years, and sold off four small parcels of the original 10.4-3 acres. 
Her he~rs sold the remaining 8.4-04- acres in 194-5 to Philip and Mamie 
Helig. After two short-term owners, the property was conveyed to D.L. and 
Rosemary Batten,5 who operated the inn for many years. Remodelling it in 
1957, the Battens provided a popular outdoor cafe in warm weather. 

On a rainy day in the 1960s, U.S. Supreme Court Justice William o. 
Douglas interrupted one of his famous hikes on the canal to order a 
soft drink at the Old Anglers' Inn. His old clothes and paper bag lunch 
angered the owners, and he was asked to leave. 

The present owners bought the inn in 1974-. 
FOOTNOTES: 
1. Land Records of Montgomery County, Md. JA 4-9/4-81 (August 20, 1895). 
2. Montgomery County Equity Records, #1459. 
3. Land Records, op. cit., TD 14-/266 (May 21, 1900). 
4. Ibid., 988/9 (August 22, 194-5). 
5. Ibid., 114-6/152 (March 26, 194-8). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
M :--ici-31 

Land Assessment & Equity Records of Montgomery County, Md. 
Interview, Manager at the Inn and Michael Dwyer, M-NCPPC. 

CONTINUE ON SEl?AR.ATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 8.404 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Candy Reed 

Beth Elkins Architectural Description 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails August 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN sT•TE 

Dickerson Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by ,an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not cpnstitute' any infringE::;?
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FOR\i 
for the 

M#29-31 

I (p O '77 ~/../ '1 ZC, 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PA..~KS SERVICE 

iCOMMON: 

I Old Angler's Inn 
I ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

l Site of Old A.Daler's Club 12. 1 . .;.··.,.; ..... ;. ::. ... .... .... '\,..':/=;/< " .. :.:· · .. ·;:..: .. >·'::/ ;:;\: .. 

!~·· 

I siREET AND NUMBEi.'oao1 MacArthur Blvd. 
I Ci TY OR TOWN: 

i Potomac 
STATE 

0 

lo 

CATEGORY 
(Ch .. ck Onp) 

District ~ Building 

Site Q Structure 

0 Object 

q/Public 

&J Private 

0 Bo». 

COUNTY! 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Proc9ss 

0 Being Consicl.nt<I 

PRES;::NT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

~ Agricultural 0 Government 0 Parle 

Commercial 0 lndu$triol 0 Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Ent.trtainment 0 Museum 0 Sciantific 

STATUS 

il£l Occupied 

0 Unoccupi9d 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Pnuervation work 0 u,,.estrict..! 

in prograss 0 No 

O/fransportation 0 Comments 

r1' Oth.r (Speclfr) 

(restaurant) ------
..•.... •:. •· ...... .:::: -·---:-.--· .·.-,. 

OWNER'S NAME: 

D. Lee & R. Batten? (1967 tax map) 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w 
Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE' 

. : ':O.::?:':::::=::.;:::.:::, . •. >: i :. 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER• 

CITY OR TOWN: 

I 
STATE 

Rockville Marv land 
Title Reference of Curr~~t n~~d (Bnnk & Pa. *): 

!T!Tl..E OF SURVEY: 

I 
fOATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stat>e 0 County 0 Local 
r:>EPOSITORY FOR :SURVEY RECORO:St 

:STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

PS-709 



.......... .·; 

J Good 0 -Ur>.xpond 0 Ruins O Foir 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check OnJi 

0 Move& !J1' ~iginol Sir. 

(Ch,,ck On<>) 

ii' Altered 0 Und~r&<I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL A?PEARASCE 

This present building dates from the 20th Century. It 
replaces an older, two-story frame building that sat across 
MacArthur Blvd. This latter building was used as a sports
man's club for hunters and fishermen who came out from 
Washington (including several U.S. Presidents.) It was 
reportedly built sometime in the 1860's or 1 70's. 

Present building is a "rustic style" structure, with 
a f aintly-Tudoresque upper level perched on a fieldstone 
first story. 
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PERlOO (Ch.,c1< One or More aa Appropriate) 

O Pr9-Col1Jtr1bi<1n 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 l7th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE{sl (IfAppl!cable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 p...,historic 0 Engjneering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 lnvantion 

0 Archii.cture 0 Londseop• 

0 Att Archi tectur• 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 /Sth Century 

!SJ' 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Sociol/Humon• 

i tori on 

Theater 

Tronsportation 

0 Urban P!onnir>g 

0 0th.,, (S~ify) 

This area, known as Cropley (for a family that once 
lived here), has long been a gathering place for sports
men and naturalists using the river and ca..."lal. The pre
sent Inn is a popular outdoor cafe' in warm weather. 
One visitor who was given the bum's rush, however, was 
former U.S. Supreme Court Justice William o. Douglas. 

On a rainy day in the 1960's, Douglas (who was on 
one of his famous 50 mile hikes to support the plan to 
form the C & O Canal Park), entered the establishment 
with a number of his fellow hikers and sat down and or
dered soft drinks after opening his own lunch bag. 
Dressed in old clothes, they were tossed out of the place 
by the angry owner. 

PS-709 
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1) 1878 Atlas. 

.10. ::tei;ii#tA'.ffiftAl DATA'. .. . . ... . . .. . . 
loi 
I 1 R' 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE I 

LAT1TUOE ANO LONGiTU0£ COOROINATES 

OEF1Nl"i-G iHE CENTER: ?OlNT OF A ?RO?S:RTY 
o~ ' e.ss TH AN T-N A.Crt~ - !"· -" 

:....ATJTUOE !...OSGtTUO~ I 

~ LAT<TUOE ANO LONGOTUOE OOOROONATEO 

r:•N<NG A REOHNOLE LOO"T•NG THE PROPERn 

Degrees Minul9S Seconds O .. grees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . .. 0 . I 
Degr~s Minutes Secon<h Degrees Mirtvl'1t$ S..co.nds .I 

0 ;. 0 . .. l 

I 
NE 0 . .. 0 .. 
SE 0 .. 0 . . -· 

<:.w 9 . . 0 . 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

: 

:Acreag!9 Justification: 
l 

I 
l 
I 

- -~ - ' ~ 

Mti :.F0:RM: ARe~AReost::···· · · ·. ·: .. ..... ·:••:•<• .. ,:··. . • -,:c: .. •. :::c: ·d·· .: : • ., (•. .... ·.• . 
··. . 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Michael F. D/'lVer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

j°;/s/75 M-NCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georaia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN: IS TATE I Silver Sprinq Marv la.rid 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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-
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NAME A~£'2..~ Xf.Jt.) ft1 ~ J-_q-3 \ 

LOCATION rrF Ae1'W-f2.. Q,L.oo. (c.P-0~ )(\~ ~AU...5, fn o_ 
FACADE 58. 
PHOTO TAKEN ~/sf>{' 

01 . ~~ 


