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COMMON: 

Magruder's Mill Ruins 
AN DIOR HISTORIC: 

Cabin John Creek & River Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 
Potomac 

Ma 

CAT EGO.RY 
(Check One) 

0 Building Q District 

00 Sit• 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

O;Privote 

G'.J Both 

COUNTY: ' 

OWNERSHIP 

Public ~quisition: · 

[yj' In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural ~ Govarnment Park 

0 Commercial Industrial Privat• Ruid•nc. 

0 Educational 0 Military Religious 

0 Ent<>rtoinment 0 Museum Scientific 

M-NCPPC & Stone uarries 
LU STREET AND NUMBER: 

LU 
V'il CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 
itle Reference f Curr~ 

TITL.£ OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 F•deral 0 Stat• 
OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Occupi.d jYes: 
0 Unoccupied IYf Restrict.a 

0 Preservation wOfk 0 Unt'estric:ted 

0 No 

0 Transportation 0 Comm•nts 

0 Oth•r {Specify) 

0 County 0 Local 



0 Excellent 0 Good 1-------- 0 Foir 
CONDITION 

(Check On") 

0 Alter"d 0 Uncltuec! 

(Check One) 

0 Det11rioroted 

I 
DESCRJBE THE PRESENT> ~D ORIGINAL (if known) PHVSICAI.. APPEARANCE 

This is the site of one of Montgomery County's most 
interesting early mills. The ruins are situated on the 
east bank of Cabin John Creek, about 100 yards north of 
River Road. The quarry operation cut into the steep hills 
here, and much of the rubble has been pushed over the ruins. 
A low stone wall (now overgrown) can be seen. The walls 
do not now contain any mortar. The creek bank below here 
shows traces of a stone flume, or outrace, that descends 
in steps to the water. There was a ruined, part-stone/ 
part-frame house (reportedly associated with the mill} 
that stood on River Rd., on the west bank of the creek, 
until the road was widened within the past few years. (A 

A popular spring is located a few yards east of here 
on River Rd. It is at the end of a footpath, and has a 
considerable following among the local suburbanites. 
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[:€)., stGHIPKANCE > ··. ··· .. · . > .•.•... •· 

I PERIOD (Check One OLr.fOr9 a• At:(propriate) 

O Pra-Colum~i~n . . 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th c .. ntury 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (lf~ppllcabl .. andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Approprlata) 
\ 

Abar iginal 0 Education 

0 Prtthistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Alt Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 
0 Military 

0 Conservation 
0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
D 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

.. · 

0,;18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Scvlpture 

Social/Human• 

itorion 

Theater 

T ronsp~f'totion 

. .. 

0 20th Cen•ury 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

This was reportedly a large stone merchant mill, 
built in the early 1800's by Patrick Magruder. The land, 
known as "Doull's Park 11

, was patented as 11Hobson 1 s Choice" 
to Dr. James Doull in 1762. Patrick Magruder was a mem­
ber of the Md. House of Delegates, a member of the U.S. 
Congress from Md., Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
and the Librarian of Congress. He was not as successful 
in his operation of the mill, however, as it changed 
hands several times. It was used as a paper mill at one 
time-the only one ever built in Mont. Co.-and reportedly 
burned about 1854 • 
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"The Rambler 11 articles, WASHINGTON STAR1 early l900 1 s._ 1) 
2) Stone, Lil_ly c. "Story of Patrick Magruder ••• " 1 MO:N""T. 

CO. RECORD, (ca. 1951). 
3) 
4) 

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF A.t."vffiRIC.Al-T CONGHESS, p. 1254. 
Article re "mineral spring 11 in WASH. STAR, {June 1 1972). 
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ORGi>.NI ZATION 
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