
Capsule Summary 

J. Pierce Farmhouse 

.J'LJIE 1991 

Mont. Co. survey prefix 29 

Site number 5 

Approx. building date c. 1880 
Town/town vicinity Potanac 
Access Public I Private 

Short Description of Site: 

This is a three-bay, two-sto:ry ell-shaped fannhouse, facing north, 
which appears on the 1894 Hopkins map of the area. The house was faced 
with German siding with corner boards, which was later covered with 
stucco on metal lathe. This is currently being removed. Subsequent 
additions to the house include a one-sto:ry shed addition in the angle 
of the ell, and a three-bay gabled porch with "Tuscan" columns on the 

east end of the main block, which was added after the house was 
stuccoed. 

Adjacent to the house on the east is a two-car, gable-roofed garage. 

To the west of the house is a large paddock. To the southwest is a ve:ry 
large nine-bay cinder block and brick barn, T shaped, with a centered 
front wall gable and a shed roof over the main door. Two identical 
smaller barns are located to the northwest and southwest of the main 
barn. These repeat the materials of the main barn, cinder block first 
stories, weatherboard above, separated by brick courses. 



Analysis of Eval..Y.a_tion 

for 
J. Pierce Farmhouse (29/5) 

Value 
Descr. 

Outstanding 

Considerable 

Moderate 

Minor 

Evaluation 
Criteria 

,,,,,, 

Arch. 
Sign if. 

June 1991 

v ~ 

Arch. Historical 
Integrity Sign if. 

Rating for this site: Mid-level 

Criteria: 

Rating 

Procedure: 

# of Boxes Selected x 1 00 
12 

0 - 25 % = Unqualified 
25 - 50 % = Minimal 
50 - 75 % = Mid-level 
75-100% =Good 
90 - 100% = Natl. Reg. (wi~':,,,..,..,,,.\ I 

possible exce~ 

Arch Sjgnificance - that quality which embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that 
possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose component may lack individual distinction. 

Historjcal Signjficance - that quality present in sites associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or that are 
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that have yielded, or may 
be likely to yiel6, information important in history. 

Arch Integrity - determined by the number of architectural changes to the site ... using 
the following list as a guide ... (and) noting other unusual changes. 

Detrimental Changes (depending on the quality of its original character) : 

new or relocated chimney 
rebuilt foundation 
new porch 
original windows changed (at a later, but still historical, date) 
modern windows in original frames 
original windows intact but extra ones added 
change in shape or size of window openings 
lack of outbuildings 
aluminum siding (unless original architraves and trim are retained) 
asphalt or asbestos siding (over original siding) 
recent change of location 

Critical Changes· 
aluminum siding added; architraves eliminated 
additions engulfing or removing portions of original building 

Va J 11 e Descr ipt j ons 

011tstanding - distinguished; of particular import. to Md. historic & arch. past. 

CQns.iderahJe - deserving of recognition; contributes to the understanding of history or 
~architectural heritage represented in Maryland 

MQ.d.€'...:r:.aJ;;.B. - commonality ... lack of historic signif. or arch. style, except if scarce 

Mi.no.I: - unimportant or inferior; little arch. worth and absence of hist. importance 



Site Information Summary 

for 

Site number 

Co. tax account number 
Street address 
Name of property owner 

Addr. of property owner 

J. Pierce Farmhouse 

29/5 
853306 

June 1991 

11370 River Road 
Ma.:ry G. Dean et al 

c/o Miles and Stockbridge 
22 west Jefferson Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Historic Preservation Master Plan Recommendation: 

Historic Preservation Ordinance Criteria 

(1) Historical and cultural significance. The historic resource: 

__/__ a. Has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage 
or cultural characteristics of the county, state or nation; 

b. Is the site of a significant historic event; 
c. Is identified with a person or group of persons who influenced 

society; 
d. Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historic 

heritage of the county and its communities. 

(2) Architectural and design significance. The historic resource: 

__/__ a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction; 

b. Represents the work of a master; 
c. Possesses high artistic values; 
d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 

may lack individual distinction; or 
__/__ e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the 

neigbborhood, community or county due to its singular physical 
characteristic or landscape. 

Environmental Setting Recommendation: 

The environmental setting should be approxirrately rectangular in shape and 
bounded: 

on the north by River Road, approximately 250 feet from the house; 
on the west by a line approximately 700 feet from the house, extending 

southward from and perpendicular to River Road for approximately 800 
feet; 

on the south a line parallel to River Road approximately 500 feet from the 



Site Information Summary (cont.) J. Pierce Farmhouse 
f-1: 29/5 

house and intersecting the east and west boundary lines noted 
,--.... herein; and 

on the east by a line approximately 800 feet from the house, extending 
southward from and perpendicular to River Road for approximately 800 
feet. 

The environmental setting includes the house, garage, main barn, paddock, two 
smaller barns and the surrounding fields to the rows of mature trees on the east 
and west. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites lnventery Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Josiah Pierce Farmhouse 

and/or common Grady Gore Farm 

2. Location 

street & number 
11370 River Road 

city, town 
Potomac 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
___K_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_2S. occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_Kno 

A ii : '1q -:5_, Survey No. fVI (/'- _ 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6 ·· 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
~ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mary G. Dean et al 

c/o Miles & Stockbridge 
street&number 22 West Jefferson Street telephone no.: (301) 762-3600 

city, town Rockville state and zip code Maryland 20850 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 9225 

street & number folio 0800 

city, town 
Rockville state Maryland 

6. Representation in -Existing Historical surveys 

title Montgomery County Historic Sites Survey 

date 1976 _federal ~state ~county __ local 

depository for survey records M - NC PP C 

city, town 8787 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring state Maryland 
·-------------·-----------



l·. uescr1p11on 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
x fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

::>u:rvey No. f/:27 'S 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

summa.r:y: The main house is nm. down, but retains sufficient integrity to be 
significant architecturally as an example of a late nineteenth century 
fannhouse. The porch and shed addition could be removed, along with the 
stucco, and the house would regain its nineteenth century character. Its 
siting (surrounded by large trees which denote its original front 
entrance) adds to its nineteenth century ambience. 

Description: This is a three-bay, two-story ell-shaped fannhouse, facing 
north, which appears on the 1894 Hopkins map of the area. The house was 
faced with German siding with corner boards, which was later covered with 
stucco on metal lathe. This is currently being removed. The flashing for an 
earlier wrap-around one story porch with a hipped roof is apparent on the 
front facade. The front door is centered on the facade, and surmounted by a 
narrow single light transom. It has a plain architrave, missing the top 
piece. The windows are 6/6, with plain framing about 4" wide. They have 
louvred blinds. There are two plain chimneys through the roof at either end 
of the main block. The sill plate for the original house is a rough cut 
beam. There are no windows apparent on the west end of the house at this 
time, though when the plaster and vines are removed, windows might be 
revealed. According to the caretaker, some of the floor boards and joists 
under the first floor remain over the basement. 

It appears that the ell may have been built somewhat later than the main 
block. The architraves on the windows of the ell are narrower than those on 
the main block, and the chimney is corbelled, with a belt course, unlike 
those on the main block. The gable end of the ell has no openings. 

Subsequent additions to the house include a one-story shed addition in the 
angle of the ell, and a three-bay gabled porch with "Tuscan" columns on the 
east end of the main block, which was added after the house was stuccoed. 
The porch is supported on cinder blocks, which were widely used after 1930. 
(They could, of course, have replaced earlier supports.} The shed addition, 

which appears to contain a bathroom, is covered with plain weatherboard 
under the stucco. one of its two windows has been stuccoed over. It is 
possible to surmise that the house was stuccoed when the property was 
acquired by the Martins in the 1930s, in order to make it ha:r:monize with the 
other Marwood estate properties, all of which were stuccoed. 

A metal bulkhead entrance to the basement is located next to the shed 
addition at the rear of the ma.in block. The foundation of the house has been 
parged with smooth stucco, which has also been used to repair the original 
rough stucco at various places around the building. 

(cont.) 



#7. Description (cont.) 2 J. Pierce Farmhouse 
M:(29/ 5) 

i~ There are large cherry trees on either side of the front door of the house, 
and evergreens planted at the corner of the yard where the roads diverge to 
go to the garage or to the barn. Other large trees survive along the east 
side of the driveway to the garage. 

outbuildings: Adjacent to the house on the east is a two-car, gable-roofed 
garage, which may date from the 1930s or 1940s. There is a six-light window 
with louvred blinds in the front gable over the two garage doors. Hinges 
from the original garage doors remain, although they have been replaced 
with roll-up doors. There are two windows on each side of the garage, and 
three (one in the gable) on the rear elevation. Vertical siding on the 
garage was covered with exterior plywood and painted white. 

To the west of the house is a large paddock. To the southwest is a very 
large nine-bay cinder block and brick baJ,'n, T shaped, with a centered front 
wall gable and a shed roof over the main door. The shed roof is supported by 
bracketed posts. The barn has three cupolas, all with pyramidal hip roofs 
and louvered vents. The central cupola is large with a curved "cat slide" 
hipped roof and a weather vane. 

The barn's lower story is cinder block, and its upper story is white 
weatherboard. The two are separated by three courses of brick. The roof is 
green asphalt shingle. Windows in the barn are nine-light awning style. 

Two identical smaller barns are located to the northwest and southwest of 
~the main barn. These repeat the materials of the main barn, cinder block 

first stories, weatherboard above, separated by brick courses. They both 
have gable roofs with a central front gable over the main door. Under the 
central gable on the second story is a large board and batten door with 
strap hinges. The windows appear to have been shortened by brick infill. 

The barns are of more recent construction. 

Researcher: Susan Escherich, May 1991. 



... i.;., 
J.J-.' 

8. Significance Survey No. 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _ community ptanntng _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc;heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
~ agriculture _ economic$ _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ , 

_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
__x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce __ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1880 Builder/Architect Builder: J. Pierce; Architect ---

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B C D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: national state local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The J. Pierce farmhouse is significant as an exa.i.nple of rural vernacular 
architecture typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the 
mid-nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. In addition it has 
served as the farmhouse for Marwood, the estate of Colonel H. Grady Gore, 
since 1943. 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Agriculture 
2. Geographic Organization: Piedmont (Montgomery County) 
3. Develop:nent Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930 A.D. 
4. Resource Type(s): Livestock/Dai:r:y Farms 

The house was probably built about 1883 by John P. Connell, a farmer, on 118 
acres of land tracts which he purchased in 1881 from the Fisher family and 
included 'Dung Hill' and 'River Tract' . 1

• 
2 

"In April of 1886, the (Connell) farm was put up for sale. It was advertised 
as 118 acres fronting on the River Road, 11;2miles from Potomac (adjoining 
the lands of William Dooley and William Connell) . At least 100 acres were 
then cleared and under cultivation with the balance in woodland. The 
improvements to the farm consisted of a two story frame house of six rooms 
and a cellar, a stable, co:rn house, poultry house and other outbuildings. 
The farm was sold to Josiah Pierce for $2,655. 3 

"Following the death of Mary Pierce, Josiah's wife, the farm was sold by a 
court appointed trustee to George M. Offutt for $2,837.25 in March of 1898. 4 

(cont.) 

1 The date given is based on the date that the property was purchased, the date that it first appears in 
the Tax Assessment Books with improvements and the fact that there was a dwelling house described in the 1186 
equity case in which J. Pierce purchased the property. 
2 Equity #177-1871, EBP 11/169, Montgomery County Judgment Records. 
3 Equity #627, JA 7/417, Montgomery County Judgment Records. 
4 Deed TD 21388, Montgomery County Land Records. 



#8. Significance (cont. ) 

r-

2 J. Pierce Farmhouse 
MX29/5) 

Jeorge lived in the house with his wife, PI:r:ry", and their two children, Lillie 
and Charles, until his death in Feb:ruary of 1907. After George's death, PI:r:W 
rented the fann out. Because she was in no position to fann the land herself 
and was afraid that the f ann would depreciate in value if she continued to 
rent it out, she requested that the fann be sold. 5 Thus, it was sold by a 
court appointed trustee in March of 1910 to Jesse H. Magruder. 6 

"Jesse Magruder sold the fann in October of 1930 to Sanruel K. Martin. 7 Martin 
was an extremely wealth businessman. After purchasing the fann, he began to 
build a large estate house on it (Marwood), but died before it was finished. 
His wife Jane Martin (later, Jane Pulitzer) lived in the new house (the J. 
Pierce house was from that time on tenanted out) until 1943 when the entire 
property was sold to Col. H. Grady Gore and his wife, Jamie.""' 9 

Gore was a successful realtor who served in the Eisenhower Administration 
and was an influential figure in Maryland politics for many years. The 
Coloriel raised prime beef cattle on his property in Potomac. 10 The house is 
still in the Gore family. 

s Equity #2514, Montgomery County Judgment Records. 
6 Deed 212/202, Montgomery County Land Records. 
7 Deed, 5121207, Montgomery County Land Records. 
"Deed, 911/92, Montgomery County Land Records. 
9 Michael F. Dwyer, Maryland Historical Trust, "State Historic Sites Inventory Form'', Maryland National Capital Park 

~and Planning Commission, 2128/75. 
•
0 Ann Harris, Potomac Adventure, Potomac, Md., 1976. 



Montgomery County Land, Tax, and Equity Records 
Interview with Ms. Louise Gore, April, 1991. 
Ann Harris, Potomac Adventure, Potomac, Maryland, 1976. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 191. 99 ac (H. Grady Gore estate) 
Quadrangle name R 0 c kv i 11 e Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I I I oLLJ I I I I 
eLLJ I I I F LU I I I 
GLLJ I I I H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification The J. Pierce Farrrihouse is located on the H. Grady 
Gore estate, whose l:5oundaries are the lot lines which define parcel #445, south of River 
Road and north of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and which are l:x:>ldly delineated on the 
accompanying tax map. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Lois Snyderman and Susan Escherich, Historic Preservation Consultants 

organization date June 1991 

street & number 8804 Spring Valley Road telephone (301) 654-6423 

city or town Chevy Chase state Maryland 20815 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Maryland Historical Trust 
· ~State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic J. Pierce Farmhouse 

and/or common Grady Gore Farm 

2. Location 

Survey No. 1M~ #29-5 

Magi No • 16 O 7 5 2 5 6 0 4 

DOE _yes __ no 

_st_re_e_t_&_n_um __ b_er __ l_l_J_O_O_R_i_v_e_r_R_d_._~( o_p~p_o_s_i_t_e_P_i_n_e~y~~I"'_le_e_ting hous~ tor publication 

city, town Potomac _vicinity of congressional district 10th 
---''------------------------------

state Maryland county Montgomery 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
__ object 

/" .. ---...._ 

Ownership 
_public 
_xprivate 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

Status 
__!__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__xno 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
___ government 
_ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names ana mailing addresses of ~!.- owners) 

name Gore Family 

street & number 11300 River Rd,, telephone no,: 

city, town Potomac state and zip code Md., 208_54 

5. location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
liber 911 

street & number folio 92 

city, town 
Rockville 

state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title IvlNCPPC. Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _federal _x_ state --X county _ local 

!!!positoryfor survey records Park Historian's Office 

city, town Rockville state Maryl end 



/'~ 

0 Excellent 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I> ~D ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Chock Oney' 

0 Moved QY'Orlginol Sito 

This is a late-19th Century, two-story, frame farmhouse 
that faces north, opposite Piney Meetinghouse Rd. The main 
(north) facade has three bays, with a central door. There 
are stove-type chimneys in the end walls. Windows appear to 
be 2/2, and have wooden cornices and sills. The siding is 
German. Several lower additions are built onto the east end. 

. ' 
Vt 

m 
m 

z: 
Vt 

-f 
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c: 
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z 
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8. Significance Survey No. 

. Period Areas of Slgnltlcanc.....Check and Justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
~ 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

_archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ ;ellglon 
_ arc;heology-hlstorlc _conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ mllltary _social/ 
_art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
- communications _ Industry _ polltlcs/government _ transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a smmnary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support . 

r 

The J. P1erce farmhouse 1s s1gn1f1cant as an example of rural 
vernacular architecture typical of that constructed in MontgorrPry 
county from the mid-nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. 
The house was probably built about 1883 by John P. Connell.1 The house 

was built on 118 acres of land tracts referred to as "Dung Hill" 
and "River Tract" which John purchased in 1881 from the Fisher family.2 
John Connell was a farmer. 

In April of 1886, the farm was put up for sale. It was advertised 
as 118 acres fronting on the River Rd., 1 1/2 miles from Potomac 
(adjoining the lands of William Dooley and William Connell). At 
least 100 acres were then cleared and under cultivation with the 
balance 1n woodland. The improvements to the farm.consisted of a two 
story frame house of six rooms and a cellar, a stable, corn house, 
poultry house and other outbuildings. The farm was sold to Josiah 
Pierce for 32 .655.3 

Following the death of Mary Pierce, Josiah' s wife, the farm was 
sold by a court appointed trustee to George M. Offutt for ~2,8J7.25 
1n March of 1898.~George lived in the house with his wife,Amy. and 
their two children, Lillie and Charles , until his death in February 
of 1907 . After George's death, Amy rented the farm out. Because 
she was in no position to farm the land herself and was afraid that 
the farm would deoreciate in value if she continued to rent it out, 
she requested that the farm be sold.5 Thus, it was sol d by a court 
appointed trustee in Narch of 1910 to Jesse H. ?•iagruder .6 

Jesse sold the farm in October of 1930 to Samuel K. hartin. 7 
~art1n was an extremely wea1thy businessman. After purchasing the 
farm, be began to build a large estate house on it (Marwood}, but 
died before 1 t was fin1s{l_e~. His wife Jane I• arti n ( lR.ter, Jane Pu 
litzer) lived in the new~the J. Pierce hou~e was from that time on 
tenanted out) until 1943 when the entire propP-:r-ty t·Tas s< .... ld to r o J • 
Grady Gort"' f' ! :i hi 5 \:if , .. •~v· le . 9 Gore · -i sucessful real tor !'Jl'l 
also .scrv~rl t n t h .... ~;i :H .. l · v · ~r ··!.·) 11 't 'l i stra tion.10 1r he hon~e i s I j i 1 
i n the Gore f a1·11 l .... . 



Footnotes: 

r 1 '.:'he dHt.e c;.iVt•:. ·, .• ';ased on the Ol•te that the property wa.s pur
chased . the d~te that it first appears in the Tax Asses . Books with 
improvements and the fact that there WAS a dwelling house described 
in the 1186 equity case in whi ch J. P1erce purch~sed the property. 

r 

2Equ1ty #177-1871,EBP 11/169. r·;ort . Co . Judp-ement Records . 

3EC''li ty 11627 I J A 7 /41 7 ' II 11 

l :Jeed TD 2/J~8 , , ont . Co . 'l 11 • I J ( 

5.cquity :/2514, I ont . Co . JudgerJcnt !wcorrls. 

6oeed 212/202 , l·.rm t. co . ~enn i1ecord s . 

?need 512 /20 7 , " II 

8Ann Harris , Potomac Ariventure, t~ Bicentennial America in Potonac 
Publication , Poto.wac, Jo:d . 1976. 

9oeed 911/92 J.ont . Co. Land Rec orcl s 

lOpotomac Adventure 



Mont. Co. Land Records 
Mont. co. Judgement Records 
Potomac Adventure 

~--------------------,_..,.,,_....., ______ ~------........ ----~~~~--~ ....... ~~--~--~~~------
1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 191.99 acres 

Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALL.Jll1I J.Jl1l1I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl._i_J ~I ~I_.___....-..~! ~I_.__.__.__-.......~ oLLJ I I J 
E Li_J I I II'--_.___.__.___............, F LLJ LI I I 
G Li.J I I I .._I ...._.............._._.."""" H l..L_J L I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

, l .' ... • : '. : ~ .. ' 

List all states and counties. for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

~ 11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine Crawford 

. K.c. Hist. Preservation Comm. 
organization date 

·1/83 
-----

street & number telephone 

city or town 
Rockville 

state 
Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I J 

PS-2746 
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/V;075~tJI/ 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL Pfu."CU<S SERVICE 

!•ts···NAME: .. •··:·•:·•···· .. : •• :·•.••••:::;l:tt}•··••••···•··••·•················ 
COMMON: 

Grady Gore Farm 
ANO/QR HISTORIC: • 

J. Pierce Farm 

"' -- ANO NUMBER: 

11300 River Rd •• onnosite Pinev Meetinohouse Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Potomac 
STATE 

Maryland 

CATEGORY 
(Check One} 

rJ/ Building 0 District 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

GlJ' Privot• 

0 Both 

COUNTY: 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

O In Process 

0 8eing Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

l2f Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Ent9rtoinment 

OWNER'S NAME: 

0 Govern..,.nt 

0 lndustri·al 

0 Militory 

0 Museu;,, 

0 Park 

~Private Resid•nce 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Col. H. Grady Gore 

Montoomery 

I STATUS 

·ct' Occupie<I 

0 Un~cupied 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speelfy) 
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w (Fairfax Hotel) 2100 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
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ritle Reference of Current DAAn (Bnnk & Pa. #)! 
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CONDITION 

I 
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0 Moved ~Original Sir. 

(Check On,.) 

0 Unclt<tred 0 Altered 

'DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE 

This is a late-19th Century, two-story, frame farmhouse 
that faces north, opposite Piney Meetinghouse Rd. The main 
(north) facade has three bays, with a central door. There 
are stove-type chimneys in the end walls. Windows appear to 
be 2/2, and have wooden cornices and sills. The siding is 
German. Several lower additions are built onto the east end. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 Political 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

·. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonning 

0 Other (Sp<tclfy) 

Like most of the surviving Potomac area houses, this 
one has a distinctly late-19th Century appearance. It 
was probably built ca. 1880's, by the Pierce family. J. 
Pierce had a 116 ac. farm here in 1894. 

The present owner, Col. Grady Gore, has been an 
influential figure in Md. politics during this century. 
His daughter, Louise Gore, was a Republican candidate 
for Governor during this past election • 

The Col. has operated a prime beef cattle farm here 
for years. This is the farmhouse for the property, which 
includes the opulent mansion "Marwood". 
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