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Building 15 is located in central portion of the 183.6-acre Naval Support Facility (NSF) Carderock, formerly known a~ the Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division (NSWCCD). Located approximately 12 miles northwest of Washington, D.C. , near 
Bethesda, Maryland, NSF Carderock is situated north of the Potomac River and is bordered by the Clara Barton Parkway to the 
south and MacArthur Boulevard to the north and east. The installation is composed of 123 buildings and structures that function 
as research laboratories, administration facilities , and operations and utility structures. At the center of the installation is the David 
Taylor Model Basin (DTMB) (Buildings 1-4), a group of interconnected buildings that include a model ba~in, an administration 
building, a shop building, and a laboratory. Building 15 sits on Taylor Boulevard south of the model basin (Building 4). Facing 
south, the building sits back from the road and is fronted by a small grassy lawn. 

Description 

Building 15 was built in 1953 as the Applied Mathematics Building. The main block of the building consists of a two-story section 
on its east end and one-story three-bay section on its west end. The exterior walls of the main block are constructed of poured 
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concrete panels and the building has a flat roof with metal coping. The two-story section of the main block is unfenestrated except 
for a single-leaf metal door on the east elevation. Lettering on the south elevation of the two-story section reads, "Dr. M .M. Sevik 
Acoustic Data Analysis Center." The main entrance to the building is located in the one-story section of the main block, adjacent to 
the two-story section. It consists of a double-leaf and single-leaf metal and glass doors with one-light sidelights and transoms. A 
canted flat-roofed awning shelters the entrance. The remainder of the one-story section is pierced by large glass-block windows. 

Nine additions have been made to the building on the east, west, and north elevations since the building was erected in 1953. All of 
the additions are constructed of concrete block and have flat roofs; however, the sizes of the additions vary. A high-bay addition 
was built on the east elevation of the building in 1986 and is connected to the 1953 main block by a narrow one-story hyphen. A 
one-story, two-bay addition was built on the west elevation of the main block in 1958. The building was expanded to the west in 
1982 with a one-story addition, which is set back from the 1958 addition . A one-story two-bay addition was built on the west side 
of the 1982 addition in 1985. Five additions are located on the rear of the building. The first, built in 1964, is a small one-story 
addition on the northwest corner of the main block. A small one-story addition, erected in 1968, stands on the east elevation of the 
1964 addition and is attached to the rear elevation of the main block. The bui !ding was further expanded to the west with 
subsequent rear additions in 1972, 1975, and 1993. The largest of the rear additions was constructed in 1993. 

The interior of the building has also undergone renovations since its construction. No original equipment, such as computers or 
laboratory equipment , remains in the building. The building is currently used as an Underwater Research Lab and named the Dr. 
M.M. Sevik Acoustic Data Analysis Center (INF ADS 2011 ). 

Evaluation 

Building 15, the Applied Mathematics Building, was completed in 1953 and dedicated on October 16 (Carlisle 1998:486). It was 
the first of two applied mathematics buildings constructed at NSF Carderock during the 1950s. The construction of this building 
reflects the "Golden Age of Research" and the shift to computer technology. As the activities in the building expanded, additional 
space was needed; since the building's construction in 1953, a total of nine additions have been made to the building. The first 
addition was constructed in 1958 and the last in 1993. 

In 1985 the DTMB and associated buildings (Buildings 1-4) were listed in the National Register of Historic Places (M: 29-47). 
The campus of buildings created at NSF Carderock from 1938 to 1958 was determined eligible for the National Register as the 
Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division (NSWCCD) Historic District in 1996. The determination of eligibility stated 
that the historic district possesses the qualities of exceptional significance under Criterion G ''within the historic context of military 
research, design , testing, and evaluation." It also stated that the historic district meets Criterion A for events that have made a 
significant contribution to military technology, and Criterion C for its intact collection of RDT &E buildings and facilities. The 
period of significance for the historic district was determined as beginning in 1938 when the model basin was constructed and 
ending in 1958, the end date of physical model testing and the official mission change to include computer research and testing . In 
1 996, I 16 bui It resources were recorded and 44 were determined as contributing to the historic district (Melhui sh 1996). 

In 2006 The Louis Berger Group, Inc. , updated the ICRMP for NSF Carderock. In October-November 2005 Buildings 16 and 18 
were re-evaluated and found to be eligible for the National Register as contributing elements in the historic district. This evaluation 
also recommended that the period of significance for the historic district (originally 1938 to 1958) warranted expansion to 1970, 
marking the completion of the Anechoic Test facility and the close of the 20 "Golden Years of Research" at DTMB (Bowers 2005). 

Building 15 is recommended as non-contributing to the NSWCCD (NSF Carderock) Historic District because it lacks integrity . 
Although significant as part of the "Golden Age of Research" at NSF Washington, which specifically notes the importance of the 
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Applied Mathematics Department, the building has no less than nine additions constructed between 1958 and 1993. Of the nine 
additions, six were built after 1970, the period of significance of the historic district. The additions completely ma5k the original 
1953 building and compromise the integrity of design, materials, and workmanship of the building, resulting in a loss of 
association and feeling . In addition , no computer or laboratory equipment dating to the period of significance remains in the 
interior of the building. Therefore Building 15 does not retain sufficient integrity to be associated with the significance of the 
historic district for its contribution to military technology (Criterion A) or as part of the campus' s collection of RDT &E buildings 
(Criterion C). 
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