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Buildings 125-128 are located in the northeast portion of the 183 .6-acre Naval Support Facility (NSF) Carderock, formerly known 
as the Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division (NSWCCD). Located approximately 12 miles northwest of Washington, 
D.C., near Bethesda, Maryland, NSF Carderock is situated north of the Potomac River and is bordered by the Clara Barton 
Parkway to the south and MacArthur Boulevard to the north and east. The installation is composed of 123 buildings and structures 
that function as research laboratories, administration facilities, and operations and utility structures. At the center of the 
installation is the David Taylor Model Basin (DTMB ) (Buildings 1-4 ), a group of interconnected buildings that include a model 
basi n, an administration building, a shop building, and a laboratory. Buildings 125-128 are arranged in an L-shaped formation in 
the Public Works yard of NSF Carderock. The buildings are located adjacent to a parking lot and west of Building 117. On the 
north side of the parking lot and facing south are Buildings 125-127. Building 128 stands on the west side of the parking lot, north 
ofBuilding 129. 
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Building 125 

Buildings 125 -128, Storage and Shop Buildings 

Building 125 sits on the north side of the Public Works yard and faces south. West of Building 125 is Building 126. Building 125 
is one of five similar buildings in the yard. 

Built in 1946, Building 125 is a Quonset hut used as an Underwater Equipment Research Facility. It sits on a solid concrete 
foundation and is constructed of corrugated metal with a barrel vaulted roof. The exterior of the building has been covered in 
sprayed insulation since its construction. A single-leaf door and a large metal roll-up vehicular door pierce the main (south) 
elevation of the building. It appears that two window openings have been enclosed on the south elevation. A single-leaf door 
sheltered by a metal shed awning is located on the east side of the building. At the time of survey, a recent storm had caused 
structural damage to the building and it was condemned for use . 

Building 126 

Building 126 is located on the north side of the Public Works yard and faces south. Building 125 stands east of Building 126 and 
Building 127 stands on the west side . Building 126 is one of five similar buildings in the yard . 

Built in 1946, Building 126 is a Quonset hut used as a shop. ft sits on a solid concrete foundation and is constructed of corrugated 
metal with a barrel vaulted roof. The exterior of the building ha5 been covered in sprayed insulation since its construction. A large 
metal roll-up vehicular door fitted with a single-leaf metal door pierces the main (south) elevation of the building. The south 
elevation is also fenestrated by a louvered vent and a window opening that has been partially enclosed. The west elevation has an 
enclosed opening and a fixed one-light metal-sash awning window. 

Building 127 

Building 127 sits on the north side of the Public Works yard and faces south. Buildings 126 and 125 stand ea5t of Building 127. 
Building 127 is one of five similar buildings in the yard. 

Built in 1946, Building 127 is a Quonset hut used ass a shop building. ft sits on a solid concrete foundation and is constructed of 
corrugated metal with a barrel vaulted roof. The exterior of the building has been covered in sprayed insulation since its 
construction. A large metal roll-up vehicular door fitted with a single-leaf metal door pierces the main (south) elevation of the 
building. At the time of survey, the roof of this building had collapsed owing to structural damaged caused by a recent snowstorm. 

Building 128 

Building 128 is located in the Public Works yard of NSF Carderock. The building sits on the west side of the yard and faces east. 
Building 128 is one of five similar buildings in the yard. 

Built in 1946, Building 128 is a Quonset hut used as a maintenance shop building. It sits on a solid concrete foundation and is 
constructed of corrugated metal with a barrel vaulted roof. The exterior of the building has been covered in sprayed insulation 
since its construction. A large metal roll-up vehicular door and a single-leaf metal door pierce the main (east) elevation of the 
building. The sides of the building are pierced with single and paired six-light metal-sash awning windows. A single-leaf door 
sheltered by a flat-roof metal awning is located on the south elevation of the building. A one-story building is attached to the north 
elevation of the building. It is constructed of metal that has been covered in spray insulation. It is capped with a shallow-pitched 
front-gable roof. The building is fenestrated by a double-leaf metal door on its north elevation. Windows are six-light and three-
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light metal-sash windows. 

Evaluation 

Buildings 125 -128. Storage and Shop Buildings 

Buildings 125-128 are Quonset huts that were built in 1946. During and immediately after World War II, Quonset huts were 
frequently constructed by the U.S. military as quick and inexpensive buildings for multiple purposes, including storage, utility, 
administration , and even housing. The Quonset huts at NSF Carderock are the Stran-Steel model designed in 1943 . These larger 
Quonset huts were larger than earlier models with a 20x48-foot footprint ; however, despite their larger size, they were lighter and 
easier to ship. By the end of World War II, over 120,000 Stran-Steel Quonset huts had been produced and shipped across the globe 
(Quonset 2011) . 

In 1985 the DTMB and associated buildings (Buildings 1-4) were listed in the National Register of Historic Places (M: 29-47). 
The campus of buildings created at NSF Carderock from 1938 to 1958 was determined eligible for the National Register as the 
Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division (NSWCCD) Historic District in 1996. The determination of eligibility stated 
that the historic district possesses the qualities of exceptional significance under Criterion G "within the historic context of military 
research, design, testing, and evaluation." It also stated that the historic district meets Criterion A for events that have made a 
significant contribution to military technology, and Criterion C for its intact collection of RDT &E buildings and facilities . The 
period of significance for the historic district wa<; determined as beginning in 1938 when the model ba<;in was constructed and 
ending in 1958, the end date of physical model testing and the official mission change to include computer research and testing. In 
1995, I 16 built resources were recorded and 44 were determined as contributing to the historic district (Melhuish 1996). 

In 2006 The Louis Berger Group, Inc. , updated the ICRMP for NSF Carderock. In October-November 2005 Buildings 16 and 18 
were re-evaluated and found to be eligible for the National Register as contributing elements in the historic district. This evaluation 
also recommended that the period of significance for the historic district (originally 1938 to 1958) warranted expansion to 1970, 
marking the completion of the Anechoic Test facility and the close of the 20 "Golden Years of Research" at DTMB (Bowers 2005). 

Buildings 125-128 are recommended as non-contributing to the NSWCCD (NSF Carderock) Historic District. Buildings 125-128 
are Quonset huts that were built in 1946. The buildings are in poor condition, have been covered in foam insulation, and have been 
retrofitted for new windows and doors; therefore the integrity of the buildings has been compromised. The buildings are not 
associated with the significance of the historic district for its contribution to military technology (Criterion A) or as part of the 
campus's collection of RDT&E buildings (Criterion C). 
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