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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST /V; OS"tJ 367 tJ/f 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Timber lawn 
AND/OR COMMON 

(Shriver Estate) 

fJLOCATION. 
STREET & NUMBER 

end of Edson Lane, off Rockville Pike 
CITY. TOWN 

Rockville - VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland· 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY 

DISTRICT 

¥sulLDING(S) ' 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
. _P.UBLIC , ' 

··ZRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

. _BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

jSTATUS 

::l..occuPIED 

. _UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

-JES: UNREs:· 

XNO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Mq:g.tgomery 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL , -~RK 

· ·_EDUCATIONAL yPRIVA TE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

._INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Sargeant Shriver? (M .. E., Brewer & Karl Telephone :If: 
STREET & NUMBER Corby?) 

Edson Lane 
CITY.TOWN 

Rockville - VICINITYOF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

STATE , zip code 
' Maryland 

Liber # :· 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC. M t C t C th . -~----------------o_n~g~o_m_.·_e_ry _____ o~~-n~y~·---o_u_r_~·-o_u_s_e __________________________ ~ 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Rockville 
STATE 

Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
,..._, SURVEY RECORDS 

-~-----------------~----------~------------------------------------------~--~ CITY.TOWN STATE 



c Br>EscRIPTION H: 30-/( 
CONDITION 

JEXCELLENT _DETER !ORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

iuNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

LECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_ GOOD _MOVED DATE ___ _ 

_FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a detailed, handsome estate that combines a number 
of Classical Revival styles. It is unique as far as local 
architecture is concerned. The house consists of a number of 
rambling sections, that run from east to west. The main, cen
tral section is a three-bay part with a central door. This is 
flanked by two gable-facade sections-each with its own pattern 
of windows. The center and flanking sections are all two 
stories in height, and have steeply-pitched A-roofs, covered with 
slate shingles. Each has a pebbledash veneer on the first story, 
and patterned, rough-wood shingles cover the upper levels. 
Decorative features include dentil cornices. Additional exten
sions, of diminishing height, continue on both the east and 
west ends~ 

Other buildings on the property include several attractive 
tenant cottages, barns, and a water tower-all located in a 
wooded, park-like, landscaped setting. 

,,~ East of the property, one can still see the abandoned 
right-of-way for the old trolley car tracks that used to run 
to Rockville. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-D SIGNIFICANCE 
ff 3o-lf 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 
I'~-=-~ 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_RELIGION 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

_1700·1799 

-~00-1899 

:/.1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANIT ARlAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATIOl\t 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is a superb example of the wealthy, early-20th Century 
es~ates that once characterized the Rockville Pike area. This 
home was probably built in the 1920 1 s by John Joy Edson, who 
was treasurer of-the National Geographic for thirty-two years. 
The property was the estate, in the 1940's and '50 1 s, of G. 
Calvert Bowie. It is best known today for the various political 
functions h.eld here by the present resident, Sargeant Shriver, 
a well-known national political _figure, and former u.s. Ambas
sador to France. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

'. 



EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA ;... ........ - -~-

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------
-~ .. ; 

,__ -~-

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIP.TION 
.· 

>' 

·. 

LIST AL,L S,TATES AND COUNTIES fOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

l!JFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 5/14/75 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was o~ficially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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