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Name Corby Estate 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 30/12 

4. Address 10701 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 

3. HNCPPC Atlas Reference 
Map 21 Coordinate B-2 · 

5. Classification Summary 

Category Building 
Ownership_.Pr--.i._.va_t_e _______ _,,,_~---
Pu blic Acquisition Being considered 
Status Unoccupied 
Accessible No 

~-----------Present use~E~a~11~ca~+~i~a~~~a~la.-_ _,..--------
Previous Survey RecordingNational Reg. Federal_x_State_;x_County~Local __ 

nomination 

6. Date early 20th century 7. Original Owner Charles Israel Corb; 

8. Apparent Condition 

a . Excellent C Original Site 
·-----~-"-------------

b. Unaltered 

Descriotion 
"T"-shape floor plan, four room central hall main section, with large 

two story high room, once housing an organ. Brick exterior, flemish bond, 
with white marble quoins, water table, window frames and belt course. North 
facade: central one story portico, semi-circular, with porch above; 3 bays 
wide either side of Portico, each side having its own hip roof structure. 
South facade: two story portico with ionic columns and pediment, in front of 
two story, three bay pavilion. One story projection in each internal corner 
of "T" balustrade at roof perimeter. Oak paneling and wainscoting interiors; 
large fountain in central hall. 

10. Significance 

Built by Charles Corby, who was instrumental in modernizing baking industry. 
Significant as a large 20th century mansion, well executed in a mix of styles, 
basically Georgian and Federal. 

Charles Israel Corby and his brother William, contributed much to 
the nationwide bakery industry. The Corby brothers developed machines 
which could perform all the steps needed in the process of making bread, 
and were granted patents on many of them. They did much to establish 
modern baking methods. 

Charles Corby's mansion is one of the finest examples of the early 
20th century estates built along Rockville Pike. 

l~. Date researched 
1977; Roy Gauzza 
Co~1piler 

David F. Rinn 
13. Date Compiled 

8/23/78 
15. Acreage: 26 acres 

14. Designation 
Appro'1a1 __ 
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9030 Old Georgetown Road 
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B DESCRIPTION 

X.exCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Charles Corby Mansion is located on the east side of u.s. Route 
355, Rockville Pike, five miles north of the Maryland-Washington, D.C. 
line in Montgomery County, Maryland. It is a Colonial Revival house 
dating from the early twentieth century designed in the shape of a T 
with.the leg of the T extending south from the central entrance of the 
building terminating in the garden facade. The principal (northern) 
entrance is accented by a semicircular stone portico with fluted Doric 
columns and a flat roof featuring an ornate balustrade. This one story 
entrance is flanked on either side by identical two-story blocks of 
three bays, each having a hip roof covered with slate shingles. Large 
stone-capped chimney stacks project from within .the end walls, and 
carved wooden balustrades surround the entire roofline of each block. 
The garden (southern) entrance is emphasized by a central two-story 
lonic portico having a slate deck and a pediment with richly carved 
modillions. This two-story, three-bay central pavillion has a hip roof 
of slate shingles and two interior chimneys projecting above the west 
wall and one stone-capped chimney on the east. There is a molded cornice 
with dentils surrounding the entire house. The brick walls are laid in 
Flemish bond and have white marble quoins at each corner. White marble 
trim also appears in the water table, window frames and sills, and a wide 
belt course between the first and second stories. A wrought iron balcony 
projects from the end wall of the west block and from the second story 

··~:tn the south portico. In each angle of the T is a one-story unit with 
parapet walls on four sides surrounded by fluted Doric pilasters. 

The first floor of the house follows a four-room central hall plan with 
modifications. From the central entrance in the north facade, three 
French doors with tra.nsomes open into an entrance hall with marble floors, 
stone walls, and an ornate skylight of leaded glass. The hall is 
dominated by a stone foundation with a fluted base and stone claw-like 
feet supporting each tier. On the west wall are three French doors with 
transomes, and on the south wall are three similar ones of mirrors. 
Centered on the east wall is a French door with a transome. The double 
doors and transomes of the west, north, and east walls have panes of 
translucent glass with an intricate pattern. Fluted stone pilasters 
flank each door and four lamps of brass with stone bases similar to 
lampadaires stand against the north and south walls. 

To the west of the entrance hall, a large organ room with a parquet 
floor fills the entire west block. This room ia two storys high and has 
oak paneling for half its height, then stone conttnuing to the ceiling. 
A low chair rail and a rose marble baseboard surround the room. Exposed 
oak beams extend across the ceiling. on the west end wall, a massive 
carved stone fireplace is centered with French doors on either side 
leading to a balcony. Extending across the end of the room over the 
mantel and doors is an oak chamber originally for the organ pipes. 

See Continuation Sheet #1 
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Supporting this rrojecting organ chamber are fluted Doric columns of oak. 
On the south wall, a central double door leads to the west sunroom. 
Three windows are evenly spaced on the north wall with one being under the 
organ chamber. Between the two windows within the room is an oak recess 
where the organ was located. On the east wall above the three French 
doors is a Palladian window. Ornate chandeliers are suspended from the 
ceiling, and similar wall sconces are under the organ chamber on the 
north and south walls. 

To the rear of the entrance hall is a paneled stair hall. Walls of the 
one bay wide by two bay deep stair hall have a cornice with dentil rows 
and a baseboard of marble. A low chair rail surrounds the room. Along 
the entire south wall are three French doors with transomes. On the 
east wall is a sliding door flanked by fluted pilasters, and in the 
northeast corner is an additional French door. All the doors have 
window panes of translucent glass. Along the west wall is a dog-leg 
stair with rectangular step ends. The balusters are wrought iron with 
sections of ornamental patterns and form a spiral around the newel. On 
the north wall at the stair landing is a Palladian window with fluted 
pilasters. In the stair hall are two chandeliers, and sconces are located 
on the west and east walls as well as that of stair landing. 

West of the stair hall is a drawing room and off ice which together 
formed the original drawing room. Both rooms have paneling with a low 
chair rail, marble baseboards and a simple cornice. Addition of the 
wall dividing the original drawing room resulted in a change in the 
location of a door to the west sun room. Now there are two French 
doors and an additional single door near the office. Centrally placed 
in the west wall of the office is a door flanked by fluted pilasters. 
The west wall of the original drawing room had three French doors with 
the center one opposite the door to the stair hall. These were flanked 
by single doors on either side. Along the south wall of the office is 
a window between arched bookcases. A small elevator, opening into the 
drawing room has been added by enclosing a corner of the west sun room. 
As with the drawing room, the original sun room has been divided and now 
has a \'.Ood floor over its slate deck. 

Opposite the drawing room on the east side of the stair hall is the 
library completely paneled in oak. The room contains ~ntricately carved 
patterns in oak in the fireplace mantel, the pilasters on the front of 

~ the fireplace, and the overmantel, which features a central block of a 
carved coat of arms. The same pattern is repeated in the pilasters 
flanking the west and north wall doorways. There is an oak cornice with 
egg and dart molding. On the west wall, bookshelves occupy the entire 

See Continuation Sheet #2 
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area on either side of the centrally located doorway. The fireplace 
on the east wall, with carved marble facing, is flanked by double 
paneled doors. On the north wall a short hall in the center terminates 
in a double sliding doorway. The south wall contains a large window 
identical to the window on the south wall of the office. Sconces are 
located on the south and north walls. 

East of the library is another sun room. Part of it has been altered for 
a bathroom, closet area and bookshelves. The ceiling has been lowered 
and a wood floor placed over the slate deck. Originally this east sun 
room was enclosed entirely by glass as was the western one. 

North of the library and east of the entrance hall is a paneled dining 
room. A handsome cornice with minute detail surrounds the room. On 
the east wall, a fireplace with carved marble mantle and a dog-eared 
overmantel has fluted pilasters on the front. To the south side of the 
fireplace is a French door with transome and side lights opeining to the 
small room which resulted from the alterations in the east sunroom. On 
the north wall is a large window behind a screen of Ionic columns. 
Sconces are located on the front of the fireplace and on the south and 
north walls. To the east of the dining room is a butler's pantry with 
with staircase on the east wall, having a dog-leg staircase with winders. 
At the foot of the stairway, a doorway leads to a room of modern 
alterations. Originally the kitchen, this room reflects little evidence 
of its past use. East of this is a modern kitchen (originally the 
sununer kitchen} with a small enclosed porch. 

On the second floor above the stair hall and library is the master bed
room with an adjoining sitting room. The door to the master bedroom 
on the north wall has side lights and transom. On the south wall is a 
large glass double door leading to a balcony in the south portico. Its 
paneled sitting room has been divided into two rooms and a hall. There 
is an elaborate cornice with diamond and rectangular designs and a low 
chair rail of rosette carving surround the original four walls of the 
sitting room. The north wall of the hall (north wall of original sitting 
room} has two elaborate pedimented doorways, one of which leads to a 
marbled bathroom-dressing room. The east wall of the original sitting 
room has a fireplace mantel with carved marble figurines and Wedgewood 
panels. Windows in these rooms have a cornice overhead similar to that 
at the ceiling. In another bedroom over the drawing room there is a 
bay window. There and in two other bedrooms, different styles of 
sconces are located on the walls. 

See Continuation Sheet #3 
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Currently the Metro Transit System's excavation for the subway system 
passes by the west side of the mansion and extends the entire length 
of the property. The excavated area is twelve feet from the nearest 
wall of the mansion leaving a ninety degree slope of over thirty feet. 

With the purchase of the property by the American Speech and Hearing 
Association, interior alterations to the mansion and the addition of an 
86-spaced parking area on the east side of the mansion will result. A 
40,000 square foot building designed to accommodate up to 140 employees 
and appurtenant parking facilities will be constructed in the northwest 
corner of the property. If the planned resale of the mansion and fifteen 
acres occurs after the new building is completed, the Montgomery County 
government will become one of the primary interested parties for the 
purchase of the mansion. The Montgomery County government rates the 
Corby Estate as the most desirable site for a new performing arts-civic 
center facility. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
f{: Jo-I;µ 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __ RELIGION 

\400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC ___ CONSERVATION _ LAW _ SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE --.. ECONOMICS __ LITERATURE SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 KARCHITECTURE - _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAi/HUMANiTARiAN 

_1700-1799 __ ART .... ENGINEERING ___ MUSIC __ THEATER 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION1SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Corby Mansion was built for Charles Israel Corby, a successful businessman 
of Washington, D.C. Early in the twentieth century he and his brother, 
William, contributed much to the nationwide baking industry. William Corby 
was a partner in the baking firm of Fay and Stiles when Charles joined in 
1890. By 1912 the business had enlarged and was incorporated as the Corby 
Baking Company with Charles l. Corby as president. The Corby Brothers 
were granted eight United States patents, and some foreign ones, for the 
first dough~molding machines which shaped dough into loaf forms. They 
eventually developed machines which could perform all the steps needed in 
the process of making bread. ln 1898, they began wrapping their bread in 
waxed paper and, the next year, used refrigeration to control the fermen
tation period during manufacture. By 1901, the Corby Brothers began a 
scientific laboratory to study the problems related to bread-making and 

;:~ermentation. They received a patent on July 11, 1905, for a machine which 
ivided and weighed the dough. Their revolving dough-proofing cabined 

saved much labor and was more sanitary than previous methods. The Corby's 
oven, built in 1914, baked more bread per pound of coal and doubled the 
output in the same amount of floor space formerly required. Thus Charles 
and William Corby did much to establish modern baking methods. 

Charles Corby's mansion is a well-designed and executed example of Colonial 
Revival architecture. While it has a mix of elements from various styles, 
the basis of the design is from Georgian sources. The main block laid in 
Flemish bond has a white marble beltcourse and quoins. Inside, large 
central entrance and stair halls open onto the principal living and dining 
rooms of the first floor. There is a combination of Georgian and Federal 
treatment in the modillioned cornices, columns and pilasters and most of 
the mantelpieces. Federal influence can be seen in the semicircular 
entrance portico, the Palladian windows and, to some degree, in the pro
jection of various rooms from a rectangular, central block. These pro
jections are most evident when the mansion is seen from the garden. 
However, tne exten~ion of the kitchen wing and organ room are more evident 
in plan. 

The Corby Mansion and John Russell ~opets Woodend (Wells Estate), now the 
Audubon Society Headquarterst are similar in form~ The two of them are 
the best examples of the early twentieth century estates built in the 
area along Rockville Pike. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a huge, opulent brick building, built to resemble 
a magnificent Georgian mansion. The house is built in the shape 
of a T, with the leg of the T extending south from the central 
entrance of the building. This central entrance is located 
in the (north) main facade, and is accented by a columned, flat
roofed, stone portico, that features an ornate balustrade on 
the roof. This one-story entrance is flanked on either side 
by two-story, three-bay blocks of identical design. Each 
block has a hip roof covered with slate shingles. Large chim
ney stacks project from within the end walls. Carved stone 
balustrades surround the entire roofline of each block. The 
molded cornices have dentil rows. The brick walls are laid 
in Flemish bond, and have white marble quoins at each corner. 
The white marble trim also appears in the water-table, window 
frames and sills, and a wide beit course between the first and 
second stories. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOClAUHUMANITARIAt-l 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPOlHATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFYt 

This 'is an elegant Georgian Revival mansion of the early-
20th Centucy that is no doubt the "queen" of the Rockville Pike 
estate architecture of that period. It was reportedly built 
for Carl Corby, whose family made their fortune in Washington 
building and real estate businesses. It has been owned by a 
'catholic religious order in recent years, and the Montgomery 
County gov~rnment is curreni;-ly considering purchasing the 
property for a county arts center. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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