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" State Historic Sites Inventory form DOE __yes ~no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Arnolda Estate 

and/or common Bethesda Heal th Center 

2. Location 

street & number 5721 Grosvenor Lane _ not for publication 

congressional district '7th 
·---.-~··- ·----------L~ 

Bethesda -------
__ vicinity of city, town 

~~e Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
___ Y'buildlng(s) 
_structure 
__ site 

,--~-object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ X. yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
___ agriculture 
~ commercial 
__ educational 
_ entertainment 
___ government 
-·- industrial 
___ military 

__ museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Grosvenor Pa_r_t_n_!e_r_. _s_h_i~p~------------

street & number 36 S Charles St. Chr Ctr S #402 telephone no.: 

city, town Bal tj_more state and zip code Maryland, 21201 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of de?ds, etc . .Montgomery County Courthou..s.~e~ _____ l_i_be_r __ 3,J...;,J.9-'-1-L-2. 

street & number folio 331 

city, town Rockville state .Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

uue MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1976 _federal __x state _x_ county _ local 

~epository for survey records Park Historian's 0ffi 

_c_lty'-,_to_w_n ___________ R_o_c_k_v_i_l_l_e ______________ _:_state Maryland 



' II DESCRIPTION 

-jXCELLENT 

YGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

--,)JNALTERED 

~LTERED 

C~ECK ONE 

_:i)RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN I PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large, Colonial Revival, stone farmhouse
probably built in the 1920's. It is similar to other examples 
of 11estate 11 architecture, such as the house at Landon School, 
etc. It faces south on Grosvenor Lane. Newer surrounding 
buildings make up part of the present nursing home complex. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



.8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
~_ 1500-1599 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology;prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
__ agriculture _._economics 
~architecture _education 

Survey No. 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_military _social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
Jr 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications - industry ___ politics/government _ transpo"1atlon 

- invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Cr:-iteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Arnolda Estate is significant as an example of "Estate" archi
tecture influenced by colonial styling, popular during the early 
part of the twentieth century. The house is believed to have been 
built about 1912 by Edwin Luther Wilson.l Edwin's house was built 
on ten acres of tracts of land referred to as "Addition to Wilson's 
Discovery" and 11 Dann 11 which he purchased in September of 1911 from 
the heirs of Benson Talbott, deceaeed.2 

Edwin and his wife, ~ttie, sold the house in June of 1926 to Kaniah 
M. Boteler.3 The Botelers sold the house soon after buying it and 
it then passed through a succession of owners. The house was owned 
by Paul and Beatrice Neal for ten years (between 1937 and 1947).4 
Herbert and Gertrude Beswick also owned the house for many years 
(from 1954 until 1968).5 Since 196$, the house has been the pro
perty of !!Grosvenor Partnership. 11 6 It is presently being used as 
pa.rt of the "Bethesda Health Center" complex. 

lThe date given is based on the' date that the property was 
purchased and the date it first appears on the tax records with 
improvements to it. 

2
3
need 224/11, Montgomery County Land Records. 
Deed 402/ 485, 11 11 

4need 673/395 & 1099/38. 
5Deed 1952/231 & 3719/527. 
6Deed 3912/331. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

M5ntgomery County Land Records 
Montgomery County Commissioners Tax 

a O. Geographical Data 

cord Books. 

Survey No. M:3o-I(, 

Acreage of nominated property -~9'-" . ._7-1---~a..,,,c,_,r"--'eu..us __ 

Quadrangle name------- Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM :references 

.l\LLJ I I I I I I I I I B w L,~I __._! ~' _,.i......i.......,il I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl..i_J ~I~----' ~I ...L.-J._._.._____. 
E LLJ I I ..._l _,__,___.__ __ 

GLi..J I I ~I_.,_.._._.....,....._. 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

D l._Ll .__I 11..-.L-..i.....i......l.....lj 
F LU L . .._J ~~.I 
H L.i_JI .__.__I '---1......1--i......il 

Ust all states and counties for properties overlapping st~te or county boundaries 

:state code county 

state code county 

1. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine Crawford 

organization M.C. Historic Preservation Comm. date 1/83 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Maryland 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



'f-1 #30-16~ 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

llNAME 
HISTORIC 

11Arnolda" {Estate) 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Wildwood Health Care Center 

fBLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

5721 Grosvenor Lane 
CITY. TOWN 

Bethesda, 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

:tslSTRICT 
BUILDING(S) 

~BLIC 
_PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

VICINITY OF 

LacTATUS 
OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

.LCCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

- YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Montggmecy 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL .:_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY _OTHER: 

Beswick, Inc. (Col. Herbert G. Beswick) Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

Grosvenor Place 
CITY. TOWN 

Rockville - VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

Montgomery County Courthouse 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

/ ___ , ___ ----------------------------------------_.;...-
CITY.TOWN STATE 



El' DESCRIPTION 

-jXCELLENT 

YGOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-+1NALTERED 

~LTERED 

C~ECKONE 

..lt'6RIGfNAL SITE 
_MOVED OAT.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large, Colonial Revival, stone farmhouse
probably built in the 1920's. It is similar to other examples 
of "estate" architecture, such as the house at Landon School, 
etc. It faces south on Grosvenor Lane. Newer surrounding 
buildings make up part of the present nursing home complex. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



li1 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHl;CK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

·1::HtSTORIC 

;.00-1499 

-1500-1599 

_ 16()0-1 699 

_1700-1799 

- J.800· 1 899 

~900· 

-.ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-.AGRICULTURe 

-.ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

" ,STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_CONSERVATION -LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

Apparently, this was an estate known as "Arnolda" until 
the 1940's or so. At that time, it was owned by A.W. Hurt. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

I 



0MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1940's Real Estate platso 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lli]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND GOUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[DFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 5/14/75 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 


