
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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NR Eligible: yes 

no _x 

Property Name: Parklawn Woods (Bethesda Park) Survey Inventory Number: M:30-28 

Address: Braxfield Court and Crossfield Court Historic district: X yes no 

City: Rockville Zip Code: 20852 County: Montgomery 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Kensington 

Property Owner: Bethesda Park - condominium Tax Account ID Number: n/a 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s) : n/a Tax Map Number: HQ13 

Project: MD 355 at Montrose Parkway from Chapman Ave to Parklawn Agency: SHA 

Agency Prepared By: McCormick Taylor, Inc. 

Preparer's Name: Charles Richmond Date Prepared: 5/22/2013 

Documentation is presented in: 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

Bethesda Park, originally known as Parklawn Woods, is a residential community composed of nineteen (19) apartment buildings 
and one (1) office building. (The complex was originally an apartment complex, but was converted to condominiums in 1980.) 
The apartment complex is situated to the immediate west of the intersection of Parklawn Drive and Academy Way on a 26 .08 acre 
tract. The apartment complex is bounded to the north by Parklawn Memorial Park and Menorah Garden and to the east by 
Parklawn Park. The Village Square Apartment complex is located to the west, along with a modern office building. A forested 
area, which is right-of-way owned by the Maryland State Highway Administration, bounds the property to the south. 

Built in the Contemporary-style, the apartment buildings are arranged in angled rows adjacent to parking areas along Braxfield 
Court and Crossfield Court. The complex includes numerous plantings and shrubs throughout and is surrounded by park settings 
to the north and east. A swimming pool is centrally located within the complex and tennis courts are found at the eastern end. 
Concrete sidewalks provide access between apartment buildings and connect to the parking areas and amenities. In general, the 
apartment buildings are arranged as two (2) attached units, composed of four floors of apartments. The buildings at 12200-12202-
12204 Braxfield Court and 12201-12203-12205 Brai:cfield Court are composed of three (3) attached units . The building at 12207 
Braxfield Court is a single unit. 
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The apartment building at 12201-12203 Braxfield Court is typical of the buildings located within Parklawn Woods (Bethesda 
Park). The apartment building is composed of two (2) attached units, 12201 Braxfield Court and 12203 Braxfield Court. The 
apartment building is four stories and has a brick exterior and flat roof. The entrance is centrally located along the west elevation 
and utilizes a poured concrete walkway that provides access to the second floor. The walkway includes cast iron railing. A 
decorative, perforated concrete-block pattern embellishes the central entranceway. The apartment building has an I-shape floor 
plan with slightly project bays evenly spaced along the fa9ade. A balcony is situated within each projecting bay, which includes 
cast iron railing. 

An office building is located at 5117 Crossfield Court, next to the community swimming pool. The office building is a single story 
structure with twin asphalt shingle, Mansard-style roofs. The building has an exterior composed of vinyl siding and artificial stone 
accents. 

Parklawn Woods (Bethesda Park) Survey resources: 

12201-12203 Braxfield Court 
12205-12207 Braxfield Court 
12209-12211 Braxfield Court 
12213-12215 Braxfield Court 
12301-12303 Braxfield Court 
12305-12307 Braxfield Court 
12309-12311 Braxfield Court 
12401-12403 Braxfield Court 
12405-12407 Braxfield Court 
12409-12411 Braxfield Court 
12413-12415 Braxfield Court 
12200-12204-12206 Braxfield Court 
12201-12203-12205 Braxfield Court 
12207 Braxfield Court 
5200-5202 Crossfield Court 
5113-5115 Crossfield Court 
5109-5111 Crossfield Court 
5105-5107 Crossfield Court 
5101-5103 Crossfield Court 
5117 Crossfield Court (office) 

Parklawn Woods was established in an area of Montgomery County historically known as Randolph . Unlike other parts of 
Montgomery County, Randolph did not particularly experience increases in development after the 1870s arrival of the 
Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (M: 37-16). Throughout the late nineteenth century and well into the 
twentieth century, Randolph continued to remain a rural stop along the line. Several small clusters of housing existing by the early 
twentieth century, including Halpine, Autry Park, Derwood, and Randolph. In 1917 the land appears to have been owned by B.R. 
Codwise. Post World War II development of southeast Rockville included communities of Randolph Hills, Franklin Park, 
Twinbrook, and others . Randolph was subsumed by Rockville when neighborhood development of surrounding areas expanded 
into Randolph during the 1950s and 1960s. 
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In March 1965 plans for the proposed P'arklawn Woods apartment complex were prepared. The Parklawn Woods apartment 
complex was established by Parklawn Limited Partnership. Alan I. Kay and Allen E. Rozansky were the owners and partners of 
the Parklawn Limited Partnership. Shepard, Worthington & Prescott Inc., of Silver Spring, Maryland, were employed to complete 
the survey, with E.J. Shepard Jr. serving as the principal surveyor. The plan was approved by the Montgomery County Planning 
Board and Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission on May 4, 1965. 

In I 980 B.F. Saul Real Estate Investment Trust developed plans to convert Parklawn Woods from an apartment complex to 
condominiums. The principal members of B.F. Saul Real Estate Investment Trust were B. Francis Saul Jr. and Francis C. Little. 
Greenhorn & O'Mara, Inc. of Rockville, Maryland, were employed to conduct survey work associated with the plan. B.F. Saul 
Real Estate Investment Trust re-named the complex as Bethesda Park. 

Montgomery County, as an adjacent rural area to Washington, D.C., has witnessed suburban growth throughout the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries corresponding to national periods of prosperity and development. Rockville and other communities benefitted 
from their location along early transportation corridors that connected with Washington. Montgomery County experienced the 
growth of suburban streetcar suburbs during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Montgomery County again 
witnessed increased residential development during the World War II and the post-war era. Between 1952 and 1972 thirteen 
major highways were constructed in the Baltimore-Washington area, which contributed to the expansion of suburban development 
in surrounding counties. 1-495 was completed in 1964 and improved access to parts of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties 
which soon experienced increased suburban development. The opening oflnterstate 70 (present-day I-270) between Frederick, 
Maryland, and Washington encouraged further suburban development into the 1960s. 

A Garden-Apartment Complex is composed of at least three or more multi-family buildings, each containing a minimum of four 
self-sufficient dwelling units. Each apartment building was generally two or three stories high and included main public entrances 
or separate entrances that lead to individual units. The buildings are designed to relate to the surrounding landscape, often with 
interior courtyards, walkways, and private parking. The Garden-Apartment originated during the 1930s and remained popular in 
metropolitan areas throughout the mid twentieth century. The Colonial Revival-style was the most popular style used by architects 
for Garden-Apartment complexes. By the late 1940s architects were beginning to utilize modem designs, with a lack of stylized 
ornamentation and embrace of economical, simplistic designs. Garden-Apartments continued to be constructed well into the mid-
1950s. Eventually, the garden-apartment complex faced challenges from high-rise apartment buildings that contained larger 
numbers of unit, more emphasis on parking and less interest in the setting and amenities. 

During the 1960s 32,000 apartment units were constructed within Montgomery County. Several reasons accounted for the 
increased construction of apartment complexes, including improved access to transportation and increasing land values. The area 
along the I-270 Corridor in the vicinity of Gaithersburg and Rockville witnessed significant growth in apartment units during the 
1960s and 1970s. Summit Hills Apartment, located in Rockville, was among the complexes built in the post-World War II period 
and consisted of a collection of several apartment high rises (Sanborn Map Company 1949, updated to 1960). Grosvenor Park, 
composed of three 17-story apartment buildings, was typical of the period. Grosvenor Park was located south of Rockville and 
was built in 1963 . Parklawn Woods was constructed in 1966 by the Parklawn Limited Partnership. Apartment buildings and 
condominiums remain a prevalent housing option in residential living and are ubiquitous across the United States in both urban and 
suburban settings. 
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Parklawn Woods (Bethesda Park) Survey is not known to have been associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history under Criterion A. The Parklawn Woods (Bethesda Park) Survey is not an 
innovative and significant example of apartment building design or planning. The property is not known to have been associated 
with any person(s) of historical significance under Criterion B. Under Criterion C, the apartment buildings are architecturally 
undistinguished examples which lack distinction or innovative design. Archaeological investigations have not been conducted on 
the property; therefore, the resource's eligibility under Criterion D (potential to yield information important to history or 
prehistory) cannot be assessed at this time. The resource is recommended not eligible for the NRHP. 
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a. Photo Location 

c::J NRHP Boundary 

Photograph Location Map 
Parklawn Woods Survey (M :30-28) 

Montgomery County, MD 
Source: State of Maryland, 2011 
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