
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Derrick Motor Company 

and/or common Kensington Service Center 

2. Location 

3794 Howard Avenue 
: ! 

street & number 

city, town Kensington 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure. 
__ site 

···-_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x_ private 
__ both· 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
Xnot applicable 

_vicinity.of 

county 

Status , 
_x_ occµpied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
--X yes: restricted 
-·yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. M : 31-15 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

__ not for public~tion 

congressional district 1:3 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_x_ commercial 
_ educational 

. _ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_. _ private residence 
_. _ religious 
_· _ scientific · 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Robert & J. A. Orr 

street & number 3794 Howard Avenue telephone no.: 

city, town Kensington state and zip code MD 20895 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 7328 

street & number folio 779 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Kensington Historic District, M-NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1986, 1976 _ federal _x__ state _x__ county __ local 

depository for survey records M!~NCPPC Park Historian's Office 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _x_ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. M : 31-15 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general des.cription of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Kensington Service Station is· a small, one-story, brick commercial 
building, polygonal in plan, with a standing-seam, metal-covered hip roof. It 
consists of a small, five-sided. en~losed office. ai;i4 ,a .~overe.~ .. drive-~hrough. 
The roof, projecting to shelter the drive-through, rests on square masonry 
piers, between wh. ich stand the gasoline pumps. The b.uildin. g ]ias a:bfic.kbase 

. .. . . . . ' . 

approximately two feet billl~ ~bove this the walls and piers ar~ s.tucc~d. A · 
thin band of sheet metal, ·.ribbed top and bottom, wraps . around the 
drive-through portion just beneath the soffit. The ceilings of both office and 
drive-through are covered with pressed-metal. 

The office is entered by a glazed center door '\l{ith transom above. A · 
clock has been mounted in front of the transom. At each side of the door are . . . 

large single-pane windows with six-light transoms above. 



8. Significance Survey No. M : 31-15 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
- 140(}-1499 

/-----.. 150(}-1599 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 

- - 160(}-1699 _x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
- 170(}-1799 _art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ 180(}-1899 
_x_ 190(}-

_commerce _exploration/settlement _philosophy _theater 
_. _ communications _ industry _ politics/government _·transpo~ation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates 19 2 6 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a ge~eral statement of history and 
support. \ 

In 1921, Howard L. Derrick boughla. la.rge lot o.n the corner of Howard Avenue a..nd 
Connecticut Avenue (.now catted Ar~ory Avenue -- Connecticut has been re-routed to the 
west) from the Kensington Masonic Temple Association (Deed 358/151). lo. 1926 he 
constructed a gasoline fpli.ng station and establish!i'd a Ford dealership, which he 
operated for three yea.rs. I.n 1929 he purchased Aldercroft, an estate in Ashton, and 
built a filling station adjoining the house. 2 He sold the station in Kensington to the 
Standard .Oil Company of New jersey <Deed 4781305). and moved ·his dealership to Ashton 
in 1929. lo. the 1939-40 1telephone"dfrectory the Kensington property is listed as Moore's 
Esso Service Station, and it continues in use as a filling station and repair shop today. 

Montgomery County once had many gasoline stations like this, small brick offices 
with covered drive-throughs. They were common all over the United States in the 1920s 
and early 1930s. Today only t'wo such stations remain in the County, and the other one. 
the Phillips 66 station in Sandy Spring, is threatened with demolition when Route 108 is 
widened. Thus. the Kensington Service Station :may soon be the only surviving example 
of a type of commercialarchitecture that played a strong role in the growth of our 
auto-oriented culttire. Modern gasoline stations have incorporated the design features of 
these 1920s stations:· a sma.11 enclosed office for collecting money, and a large sheltering 
roof coveriilgthe cars'which a.re being filled with gas. Stations such as the Kensington 
one, then, are the historical precedents for today's stations, and provide an important 
link in the evolution of this aspect of commercial architecture. 

REFERENCES 

· 1. Gaithersburg 6azelle,Feb.23. 1983. 

Z. A.o.oalsofSa.odySpri.og. Vol.V,Apr.1929-Mar. 1930. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No • Ni : 3 1-15 

Montgomery County Land Records.and Tax Assessment Records. 
Gaithersburg Gazette, Feb. 23, 1983. Sanborn Fire Maps, 1924 & 1933. 
Polk's Washington Suburban Directory, 1927-28. 
Annals of Sandy Spring, Vol. V., April 1929-March 1930. 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 6 . 5 7 7 sq • ft . 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 
'' 

AL..i_j I I 1 I I I I I I Bw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ._I _.___._..._...___, oLLJ I I I I 
E LLJ ._I _.___. __ _ 

F l..LJ I I I 
G LJ..J ._I ............ ___ _ H l..LJ I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states ·and counties f.or properties overlapping state or co~nty boundaries 
~ . ' . ' .' . ' ' .- ' ' . ' ' . ,. ·;. ' ' . . ' . 

state county code 

state code county code •:: 

11 .. For.m Prepa.rec;I Ely. 
name/title Andrea Rebeck 

organization M:ont~ Cb.' H'ist. Pres~ C::oinm. date 11/87 

street & number · telephone 

city or town Rockville · ·state Mary land 

The Maryland Historic Sites· Inventory was of:fi~ially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. , 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not .constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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