Survey No. M: 31-8-4

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo
1. Name {indicate preferred name)
historic . Glen Castle Apartments :
and/orcommon  The Castle A ;
2. Locatlon
street & number 10 Post. Of fice Road , = , ~____not for publication
city, town Silver Spring - ‘viciniﬁ; 6_1“"" ’cdﬁgressioﬁél district 13 '
state . Maryland » ‘ , county . Montgomery
3. Classification
Category Ownership ~ Status o ~ Present Use o
—__district —_ public: X occupied - . agnculture —___'museum
X _bpuilding(s) X private —_ unoccupied - _X__ commercial - ___ park
— structure — both ___workin progress —— educational —__ private residence
— site . Public Acquisition Accessible - — entertainment . religious
7™ __ object ___inprocess _X_ yes: restricted —_government —__ scientific
____being considered - —_yes: unrestricted —— industrial . transportation
_Xnot applicable ' _  po - m:utary ‘ S other

4- owner Of Property (glve names and malllng addresses of all owners)

name - John T. ’Doran
c/o Rental Tools & Equlpment Co.
street & number 4900 Upshur StL telephone no.:
city, town k Bladensburg S ~ state and zip code MD 2’0710

5. Location of Legal Descrlptlon

4082

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. " Mon_tgom’gr y County Courthouse - liber
street & number : ' ' o ’ folio 731
6. Representation in Existing =mistorical: surveys
title M-NCPPC ﬁistoric Sites Inventory
_ date 1976 _ _ o —federal ;state _X_county —__local

sepository for survey records M—NCPPC Park Historian's Office:

city, town Rockville state Maryland
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7. Descriptiﬂn Survey No. M: 31-8-4

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent =~ ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
_X_ good —_ruins _X _aitered ___moved date of move
— fair - unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Castle as it exists today is a large, two-story. masonry structure - a
mixture of stuccoed surfaces, painted and unpainted granite - with a green tile
hip roof topped by elaborate granite battlements and turrets. The front
(southeast) elevation has a first floor arcade of seven and one-quarter bays.
The northeasternmost. bay projects beyond the building to form a
porte-cochere. The bay at the opposite end (southern corner) has a narrow
pointed arch. The rest of the arches are segments of an ellipse. The arcade on
the second floor of this elevation is identical to that on the first floor except it
has one fewer bay. ‘These arcades are concrete or stucco sccred to resemble
stone.

The wall behind the arcade is stucco except for the southern bay which
is granite. Both floors contain a vanety of windows and doors. First floor
windows are single-light and appear to be recent replacements Second floor
windows are two-over-two, double-hung wood sash. Two windows are paired,
and three of the windows form a projecting bay. The main entrance on the

first floor has a glass and anodized aluminum entry. One doorway on the
second floor has sidelights with a three-part transom above. The remaining
doors are single with transoms above. Aluminum storm windows have been
installed in the window openings. There are signs that many openings have
been altered. Atop the southern corner. a granite turret rises above a small
section of crenelated wall containing windows with metal grilles in them.

_ The arcade turns the corner and continues for four and one-third bays
-along the southwest elevation. While the arcade is still stucco, the entire wall
here is granite, unpainted, and of very high quality with beaded joints. The
tile roof continues until it stops against a round, crenelated tower of granite
whose upper portion has round window openings filled with metal grilles.

. Beyond this the three-level granite elevation (the ground has dropped away at
this point) contams one bay of windows and ends with a granite turret atop its
west corner.

The rear of the building (northwest). is granite for two bays, then
rough-textured stucco, then smooth stucco. A firestair and glass and metal
entryway have been added to this elévation. The northeéast elevation has four
segmentally arched windows with two-over-two wood sash and four tall,

 one-light, newer windows. This wall shows evidence of other openmgs now
closed, stuccoed and painted over. '
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8. Significance S Survey No. M: 31-8-4

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ Iandscape architecture____ religion
—— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic - conservation —law —_ science
© 15001599 ___ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture
—__1600-1699 _X_ architecture - education — military ~ —__ social/
17001799 ___ art ____engineering —_ music humanitarian
4 1800-1899 = _X_ commerce —_ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
_X_1900- ____ communications ___ industry — politics/government  ___ transportation
— invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1915 + Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B __ C _ D
' and/or ‘
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gemeral statement of history and
support.

The Castle is one of the most unique buildings in Montgomery County.
'The building was originally constructed in the nineteenth century as a general
merchandise store with living quarters above. George M. Wolfe and William P.
Miller bought the store from Oliver and Mary Harr in 1900 (Deed T.D. 16/181).
The pair ran the store until 1907 when Wolfe bought out Miller (Deed
196/157). In 1912, Wolfe joined John A. I. Cassedy, owner of the National
Park Seminary, in forming the Forest Glen Trading Company. In 1915, Wolfe
and Cassedy sold their individual land holdings in that part of Forest Glen to
the Trading Company, and radically remodeled the old store building. It was
enlarged to about four times its original size; given a tiled, hip roof; and

- fronted with an eight- bay one-story arcade. The ground floor contained a
grocery store a post office, and an ice cream shop Two apartments (mcludmg
one behind the grocery store) were on the first floor and four apartments on
the second floor. These rented for approximately $50 per month? The Forest
Glen Trading Company sold the building to Thomas L. Miller in January, 1922,
although the deed (314/223) was not recorded until April 17, 1922.

On the night of April 24, 1922, six families and their guests were in
residence when a spectacular fire nearly destroyed the structure. According
to the newspaper account the furnace beneath the southern end of the
building overheated, firing off a revolver in the post office, setting afire 500
gallons of kerosene stored behind the grocery store, and exploding an
underground tank of gasoline. The heat from this conflagration severed the
telegraph wires between Washington and Pittsburgh. The occupants of the
building were fortunate to escape with their lives, for "the location on the west
[sic] end of the ruined structure today is a smoldering mass of twisted

concrete and steel, with little left to mark the place where several families
lived."* o f
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Montgomery County Land Records and Tax Assessment Records.
Washington Star, April 24, 1922. :
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10. Geographical Data

32,006 sqg. ft.

Acreage of nominated property
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties ‘for_prquertiesf )ovgilapiping staté or county boundaries

state . ‘ code . .county . code

state ' S code - couhty ' ' ‘ code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite - Andrea Rebeck

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Pres. Cdmﬁ: - date 12/87

street&nurﬁbér ' _ : o o | féleghér}-‘e‘ ‘ {5
city or town Rockville . Lo e | stéte ‘Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventbry wasboffic/ially created by
- an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be:found' in the Annotated
‘Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement Qf
individual property rights. B o

‘return to: Maryland Historical Trust
L Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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The new owners were underinsured, and hastily sold the building to
Joseph C. Trees and James E. Ament (Deed 318/92, recorded May 31, 1922).
Dr. Ament had succeeded Cassedy in 1916 as head of the National Park
" Seminary. Under his ownership, the damaged commercial block was rebuilt in
an even grander form. The southernmost portion of the building was
demolished and the arcade, now two-story, was reduced to seven bays and
one very narrow, pointed-arch bay. The southern corner, the southwestern
‘elevation, and part of the northwestern elevation were rebuilt out of granite,
- and elaborate granite battlements and turrets were added to the roof. A
triangular park in front of the building was enclosed with a granite wall
embellished with urns, iron chains and grillework. This work took place prior
to 1926, for in that year the property assessment jumped from $35,000 to
$50,000. The building was renamed the Glen Castle Apartments, and the Polk
Directory for 1927-28 listed six families living there at that time. Tenants still
paid their rent to Mr. Wolfe, however, for he was manager of the purchasing
department and supervisor of the grounds at the National Park Seminary.

In 1941, Dr. Ament's widow sold the property to Washington real estate
executive John A. Brickley (Deed 872/93), who converted it into a hotel. By
this time the National Park Seminary had been taken over by Walter Reed
Army Medical Center, and Brickley hoped to attract relatives visiting
recuperating soldiers. In addition to the stores, he installed a restaurant, a
dry cleaning shop and a barber shop. Brickley sold his hotel in 1952, and the
building passed through a series of uses, among others, the home of a locally
prominent Hungarian restaurant. In 1965 another damaging fire occurred,
and the building suffered neglect for a few years, until its present owner, john
T. Doran, remodeled it into the office building it is today. 3

In its lifetime, the building was a local commercial center, a very early
example of a multi-family dwelling, and in all probability the first mixed-use
structure of any real size to be built in the County. In more ways than one it
is an extension of the National Park Seminary, profiting from that institution's
population, and enjoying the same level of architectural attention as did most
of the Seminary's buildings. One of these, a medieval-style house, has bold
stonework and a huge round tower. Although it is badly deteriorated today,
one can see the similarity between this building and the Castle. The Castle is a
prominent landmark. Its appearance is distinctive, half folly and half
commercial attraction, and represents its owners' pride and enthusiasm for
their venture. L
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countries dy. It Is sht to
mmove once and for all thess fac-
tors so that, every Mezican sdmin-
Istraglon will be sure of eqQuitable
freatment st Washington, |

There are, off couras, many persons
in the United Btates who feel Lhat
Progident® Obregon's recurd ‘I not
of the best. Thay bave been irying
Lo persusde. the American govern-

pwal  (hat" recognition should  be
withhald, And it
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¢ ) " of
valuable sclentifie instruments, Is-a
totel loss, sald he -wad resding a
pewspaper in hls.rooms on the second
floor on the west end of the bulding
when he became aware of & wavs
of heat frula the foor.
‘aw seconds 'he heard the aheots
Arcusing his wife and child, he Jéd
them down the atairs, and aroused
an ‘many other aloeping renidenin as
he could, M. hart and his fam-
Illy, who were on Llbs ground fleor
behind the grocery .got out with lit-
tis trouble, while the Kramer family
and thelr visitors and (he Miles fam-
fly had 1o uu their way through

hlhm

To the rut ml the tlllﬂlar s
nb«.ﬂtlnllr constructed stons

.u

bl

rative

smoke fil ﬂ o hall-

andin ea
al ofcs t
g oun"aul.l-- of the

in the Forest
Baltimors Chlo rauliroad, which.
runs within a-few feet ol the born-

functloning

) by
lhru In authority thatl the situstion
viewsd 'a impersonal e,
nt In 10 be Belween
the mqlu of uu two couniries and
signed by whlm sdministration |s

s form as & nother. It ls the
e ’ L # d in

Fubplance w n
1he m_m—m lod Btates
Yernment « ‘ma liegn by
[1 s mot te wive

e hubeds

Uy pa
where the flamrs reached the
est Intensity. Mr. Milew sald all the

lll ‘ma-l. ‘tn tunl ind -
the French cause, and '..l,;l.l‘ll
not abandon n; arms the ty
.| sivens ua” .

Anawrers I-m_M

£ to the wes of mih.
tarimm and Imperfalism made ngaine!
Franee, M. Polncare sald:

“The Imperiatlam of Franee Is »
corrent théme In some countries, in
which ‘we are charged with witeric:
motives of conquest. 1'do not knews
of & ain French public man whe
has ever dreamed of territorial an-
nexation. But wio does mot under-

stand today sfter tha Rapallo moocore
(the ﬂmo-ﬁcr-l l?l the Im-
wm be in our dis-

epce Lh
arming tog rn Illr. - »
“Tha g% oul Inte the
h hae

brin
Nllall&hl the aympathlas whic

1o Insist
elghtsen -n_;h

for t

v milincy setvicar
o DM Ar-.‘- DII-I!

M. Thincdte referred fo th 4

eries of stocks of srms and musitiom

in 8lledla, thy formation of'pdlice or

gunimmtions tn ‘Germany composed o

i1l

fermer non-temmissloned ofMcdrs
which’ he ‘sald .yers so esally trans
formed Lito A framework of mllitar;
oree. 15 |nsisnced thess (hings, a
well as the pan-Osrman axitation, t
Justity the, precantions of Frasca.
“Thinge are golag In Germady™ h
aald,  “as 17 l:h ul-t‘.hnuu ar
watching fof: Ap oppertunity to fo
ment Lroubls, sconer or laler, om thel
eastern frontier, with a view to goi
h ] fores ths. Pol.tn regien
:-k.nmﬂvn” ermany by the Lreat
of Versalllea -

od st Oenoa" oot
of t t tion .f“t‘l:': w-;l
How lonk back: had Germany p
pured the tresty’ Ilu the nrlnl o
ernment T

Grimiy Set te m

Once more today the myratiag O«
noa conferente, -which han been »
ternatidg. betwesn fears and lm
snd p 4 with p a)
vihh pmuau-u lmnr I.,.h.
gelhar, | set itsell grimly o the ta
of ' rea uun-m ,ﬂn-l-l n

Recognltlon was accorded Cas- AM Frem llv- Bprisg. of Europs. ' -

FAREA FOVE the Burvivors today 4 the - by ths m
Fﬂn BE“OLT Ac‘nwﬂEs it had .m','s".:.‘.‘m’."m of the -‘1'1‘-: sst credit o dus the.Silver 3.":.‘..‘. delagniss l-qt ﬂqnnmm raw
'-‘: .'1 ) tlon than ragon government | voluntesr firg departmenk, which was | not reply to m o’ gwoond meot

3 nas ud-.r‘ st the ntu .t the fire -vlulr tan e ‘”llqr. “_-vl_j ety

--. From : Ambrican rament's U Wy the-
Mieagiin’ Preidet Repertd o | i s e T B8 P Sl P o B el e
- - 4 ie o0 . i

' l. l.o?ad.l.nc Up Members of United mu’-‘,m:: un ihe ml-:: "nm m no 5’0:&-“. vre : avery ket opals ks
1l { * Libarsl Party. fon nutolatically will, g wo I inu . "”""’:ﬁu JYDes. Iater, tr_g" " &|end in ":"'}'&l"ﬂ'm~ vameni.t Iy
s foet. 'rl:u slgning of the' reciprooallstroam whiek o 4 L 'u '_‘:f:t‘ﬂl‘! 1

CITY, April S4—~The ar- 1|| oxe L in ary’ T

wm than 100 -:hn of :d.um of ratl ng:n by ‘l. :‘... e mmhﬁ
Nicaraguan iberal party because e o A L or 1 e waths | Fockyille abperates andwered & oail .nu-u-n Tar Whieh 1 Was orgusis

f mu!.uu::“;mlﬂg‘u has been | ment in Congress bhers I8 such m.]i: Later I..“ ‘p:aln!. water .from _an T NI "P""""""
sred | nt Chamorre, M and the United Blates ocould | abandon arry. Ynds coorr F i e s sy A

| eording {t: privats nbvics rosstved tien & lru:i of triendship it would o N6, 33 ensine- o tha :ﬁl-ﬂi: .i;.&nﬁ:'(:un,wn

Nere. ,"The lberals are reported to|PRARCuted ol TUBSRUGR. o in|Baip, Dut was ohable Froy- 8 M Pl n Ma&?
hays badm wnusually aggresiys dur- Washington and Maxico City, Thure z:np on o8 and returpod: to | mittes fof- ] ‘pp,t ‘
‘ing the last week and a' coup inst [ I8 no 4l it n 1o wtand out for | ihe city, / r‘ tion: take wp pe
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(Above) Westbound train pulled by Baltimore and Ohio Railroad diesel loco
No, 66 enters the first Silver Spring station, Photo taken about 1943,
40 Collection of Montgomery County Historical Society, Rockville,
(Below) The second (present) Baltimore and Ohic Railroad station, Silver
Spring. Photo by C. L. Andrews March 1972,




From The Forest Glen Trolley and the Early Development M:gl"g"q
of Silver Spring, Louis N. Markwood, p. 39.

e !lt.‘]‘ .r_' --.-

(Above) The Castle, before being rebuilt, Truck next to building is
lettered "Forest Glen Trading Company." Fhoto taken 1916. Collection of
Courtland U, Kramer, Silver Spring.
(Below) The Castle in all its glory, Sign reading "Castle Inn Hotel" is 39
at left; other signs advertise restaurant and John A, Brickley's real estate
office, Photo taken late 1940's, Collection of John A, Brickley, Jr,
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The Castle, 10 Post Office Road
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Glen Castle Apartments (The Castle)
10 Post Office Road

Kensington Quadrangle







M: 3/-¢-4
The Castle/Forest Glen
Trading Company
10 Post Office Road
Silver Spring, MD
Andrea Rebeck 1987

Southeast elevation




