
Survey No. M: . ~ 1-8-4 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Glen Castle Apartments 

and/or common The Castle 

2. Location 

street & number 10 Post Office Road _ not for ;p_ublication 

city, town Silver Spring _ vicinity oi'; · · congressional district 13 

state Maryland county . Montg()mery 

·3. Classification 
Category Ownership Siatus Present Use 
_district· ._public --1l occupied _. _· agriculture _museum 
_x_ building(s) .iprivate _ unoccupied ..lL commerc,ial _par~ 

_structure _both _work in progress .- educational _ private residence 
_site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment _religious 

_object _in process _A_ yes: restricted _ government _ scientific 
_ being considered -. yes: unrestricted -. _ industrial _ tran~portation 

Xnot applicable _no _military _other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ .owners) 

name 

street & number 

John T. Doran 

c/o Rental Tools & Eqtiipment Co. 
4900 Upshur St. telephone no. : 

city, town Bladensburg state and zip code MD 2 0710 

5. Location _of Legal, ·Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 

street & number folio 

4082 

731 

city, town Rockville 
state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical: surveys 

title M-NCPPC Hist.oric Sites Inventory 

- federal - state _x_ county - local 
.. ~"-"••o:;;.,:-------------:------:---:----:---:--,-------"-------------C.-_!__ __ _::_::_ 

date 1976 

,,epository for survey records M-NCPPC Park Historian's Office 

city, town Rockville state Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
-1Lgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _X_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-1L original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. M: 31-8-4 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists tdJiay. 

The Castle as it exists today is a large, .. two-story. masonry structure - a 
mixture of stuccoed surf aces, painted and unpainted granite. - with a green tile 
hip roof topped . by elaborate granite battlements and turrets. The front 
(southeast) elevation has a first floor arcade of seven and one-quarter bays. 
The northeasternmost. bay projects beyond the ouilding to form a 
porte~cochere. The bay at the opposite end (southerh. corner) has a narrow 
pointed arch. The rest of the arches are segments of an .ellipse. The arcade on 
the second floor of this elevation is identical to that on the first floor except it 
has one fewer bay: These arcades .are concrete or stucco scored to resemble 
stone. 

The wall behind the arcade is stucco except for the southern bay which 
is granite. Both floors contain a variety of windows and doors. First floor 
windows are single-light and appear to be recent replacements. Second floor 
windows are two,..over-two,. double-hung wood sash. Two windows are paired, 
and three of .the windows for.ma projecting bay. The main entrance on the 

-.•first floor has. a glass and anodized· ·a!Umiritim ··.entry. One doorway on the 
second floor has sidelights with a three-part transom .above. · T.he remaining 
doors are single with transoms .above. Aluminum. storm windows have been · 
installed in the window· openings. There are .signs that many openings have 
been altered. Atop the southe_rn corner. a granite turret rises above a small 
section of crenelated wall containing windows with metal.grilles in them. 

The .arcade turns the corner and continues for four and one-third bays 
along the southwest elevation. While the arcade is still stucco, the entire wall 
here is granite, unpainted, and of very high quality with beaded joints. The 
tile roof continues until it. stops against a ro.un~ ... crenelated tower of granite 
whose upper portion has round wmdow openings filled with metal grilles . 

. Beyond this the three-level granite elevation (the ground has dropped away at 
this point) contains one bay of windows and ends with a granite turret atop its 
west· corner. 

The rear of the building (northwest).· is granite far two bays, then 
rough-textured stucco, then smooth stucco. A firestair and glass and metal 
entryway have been added to this elevation. ··tne·noftheast elevation has four 
segmentally arched windows with two-over-two wood sash and four tall, 
one-light, newer windows. This wall shows evidence of other openings now 
closed, stuccoed and painted over. ·.-. 



8. Significance Survey No. M: 31-8-4 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
-~- 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

-1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
J__ 1800-1899 
:_x_ 1900-

_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education -. military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _music humanitarian 
_x_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government - transpo~ation 

_ invention -. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1915 + Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: ~A ~B ~C ~D E F G 

Level of Significance: ~national ~state 2.L_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geA~ral statement of history and 
support. \ 

The Castle is one of the most unique buildings in Montgomery County. 
The building was originally constructed in the nineteenth century as a general 
merchandise store with living quarters above. George M. Wolfe and William P. 
Miller bought the store from Oliver and Mary Harr in 1900 (Deed T.D. 16/181 ). 
The pair ran the store until 1907 when Wolfe bought out Miller (Deed 
196/157). In 1912, Wolfe joined john A. I. Cassedy, owner of the National 
Park Seminary, in forming the Forest Glen Trading Company. In 1915. Wolfe 
and Cassedy sold their individual land holdings in that part of Forest Glen to 
the Trading Company, and r_adically remodeled the old store building. It was 
enlarged to about four t~·mes its original size; given a tiled, hip roof; and 
fronted with an eight-bay, one-story arcade. The ground floor contained a 
grocery store, a post office, and an ice cream shop.1 Two apartments (including 
one behind the grocery store) were on the first floor and four apartments on 
the second floor. These rented for approximately $50 per month.2 The Forest 
Glen Trading Company sold the building to Thomas L. Miller in January, 1922, 
although the deed (314/223) was not recorded until April 17, 1922. 

On the night of April 24, 1922, six families and their guests were in 
residence when a spectacular fire nearly destroyed the structure. According 
to the newspaper account, 3 the furnace beneath the southern end of the 
building overheated, firing off a revolver in the post office, setting afire 500 
gallons of kerosene stored behind the grocery store, and exploding an 
underground tank of gasoline. The heat from this conflagration severed the 
telegraph wires between Washington and Pittsburgh. The occupants of the 
building were fortunate to escape with their lives, for "the location on the west 
[sic] end of the tuined structure today is a smoldering mass of twisted 
concrete and· steel, with little left to mark the place where several families 
lived."4 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M: 31-8-4 

Montgomery County Land Records and Tax Assessment Records. 
Washington Star, April 24, 1922. 
Interview with Miss Frances Wolfe, Sept., 1987 (589-1798). 
Polk's Directory for Suburban Washington, 1930-31. 
The Forest Glen Trolley ••• , Louis N. Markwood. J975 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 2 ' 0 0 6 sq · ft · 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references [. 

ALJ_J I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLJ_j ~I ............. ______ ! ~I.....___._._........_ __ D L.LJ I I I I 
E Li.J I I ~' _.___.___.__........., __ F LLI I I I I 
GLLJ I I ~' _.,__.___.__........., __ H LLI I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for p~op,erties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Pr~pared By 

name/title Andrea Rebeck 

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Pre.s. Comm. date 12/87 

street & number telephone 

city or town state Mary land 

The Maryland Hist-oric Sites Inventory was officially created by 
- . an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be fqundin the Annotated 

·Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do riot copstitute any infringement of 
individual property rights; 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



8. Significance, continued 
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The new owners were underinsured, and hastily sold the building to 
Joseph C. Trees and James E. Ament (Deed 318/92, recorded May 31, 1922). 
Dr. Ament had succeeded Cassedy in 1916 as head of the National Park 
Seminary. Under his ownership, the damaged commercial block was rebuilt in 
an even grander form. The southernmost portion of the building was 
demolished and the arcade, now two-story, was reduced to seven bays and 
one very narrow, pointed-arch bay. The southern corner, the southwestern 
elevation, and part of the northwestern elevation were rebuilt out of granite, 
and elaborate granite battlements and turrets were added to the roof. A 
triangular park in front of the building was enclosed with a granite wall · 
embellished with urns, iron chains and grillework. This work took place prior 
to 1926, for in that year the property assessment jumped from $35,000 to 
$50,000. The building was renamed the Glen Castle Apartments, and the Polk 
Directory for 1927-28 listed six families living there at that time. Tenants still 
paid their rent to Mr. Wolfe, however, for he was manager of the purchasing 
department and supervisor of the grounds at the National Park Seminary. 

In 1941, Dr. Ament's widow sold the property to Washington real estate 
executive John A. Brickley (Deed 872/93), who converted it into a hotel. By 
this time the National Park Seminary had been taken over by Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center, and Brickley hoped to attract relatives visiting 
recuperating soldiers. In addition to the stores, he installed a restaurant, a 
dry cleaning shop and a barber shop. Brickley sold his hotel in 1952, and the 
building passed through a series of uses, among others, the home of a locally 
prominent Hungarian restaurant. In 1965 another damaging fire occurred, 
and the building suffered neglect for a few years, until its present owner, john 
T. Doran, remodeled it into the office building it is today. '.5 

In its lifetime, the building was a local commercial center, a very early 
example of a multi-family dwelling, and in all probability the first mixed-use 
structure of any real size to be built in the County. In more ways than one it 
is an extension of the National Park Seminary, profiting from that institution's 
population, and enjoying the same level of architectural attention as did most 
of the Seminary's buildings. One of these, a medieval-style house, has bold 
stonework and a huge round tower. Although it is badly deteriorated today, 
one can see the similarity between this building and the Castle. The Castle is a 
prominent landmark. Its appearance is distinctive, half folly and half 
commercial attraction, and represents its owners' pride and enthusiasm for 
their venture. 
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L Interview with Miss Frances Wolfe, (589-1789), Linden., MD, October 13.1987. 

2. Louis N. Markwood, The Forest Gle.a Trolley a.ad the Early Derelopme.at of Silw.1 
Spri.ag (Arlington, VA: National Capital Historical Museum of Transportation and 
Montgomery Co. Historical Society, 197)), p. 38. 

3. Washington Sta.r, April 24, 1922, p. 1. 

4. Ibid. 

). Markwood, p. 41. 
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(Above) Westbound train pulled by Baltimore and Ohio Railroad diesel loco 
No. 66 enters the first Silver Spring station. Photo taken about 1943. 
Collection of Montgomery County Historical Society, Rockville. 

(Below) The second (present) Baltimore and Ohio Railroad station, Silver 
Spring . Photo by c. L. Andrews March 1972. 



.. . . 
From The Forest Glen Trolley and the Early Development 

of Silver Spring, Louis N. Markwood, p. 39 . 

(Above) The Castle, before being rebuilt. Truck next to building is 
lettered "Forest Glen Trading Company." Photo taken 1916. Collection of 
Courtland U. Kramer, Silver Spring. 

(Below) The Castle in all its glory. Sign reading "Castle Inn Hotel" is 
at left; other signs advertise restaurant and John A. Brickley•s real estate 
office, Photo taken late 1940's . Collection of John A, Brickley, Jr. 

39 
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