
CAPSULE SUMMARY 

FOR 

WILLIAM READ, JR. HOUSE 

507 DENNIS AVENUE, FOUR CORNERS 

Montgomery County survey Prefix & site Number: M-32/3 

Approximate Building Date: 1904 & 1909, altered 1972 

Town or Vicinity in which Resource is Located: Four Corners 

Access: Private 

The William Read, Jr. house is a remodeled two story frame 

I-house on approximately a one quarter acre lot. The ground plan 

is a simple rectangle with the original block built in 1904 and a 

two-story wing setback to the southeast added in 1909. The 

structure was remodeled in 1972 in the Colonial Revival style. 

The house's architectural significance has been significantly 

diminished by this remodelling, which added the main facade's 

pedimented dormers, the rear facade's full length shed dormer, 

the sheathing with modern aluminum siding and the entry 

frontispiece. The present remodeled building has minimal local 

architectural significance as a representative example of the 

Colonial Revival style. 



Maryland Historical Trust 

r·~ARYCN1L9. lNVENTORY OF 
,HIStORIC PROPERTIES I 

Survey No.M.'3 2 -0 ~ 

Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Fotm 

1. Name (indicate preferrednam~} 

historic William Read Jr. House 

and/or common Charles Clement Hbus~ 
2. Location 1 

street & number 507 Dennis Avenue 

city, town Silver Spring 

state MD 

3. Classification 
Category 

district
±_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
~·~_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
=/=- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
-r-. being considered 
_--r-~1not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

sztus 
1 

occupiep 
_ unoccuJi>ied 
_ work in progress 
~cessible 

yes: restricted 
_ yes: un~estricted 
_no 

DOE ~yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 8 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_. _ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_:i:::,.private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give i, names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Charles Clement, III 

street & number 507 Dennis Avenue telephone no.: 

city, town 
Silver Spring state and zip code MD 20902 

5. Location of Legal Desqription 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 4078 

street & number 51 Monroe Street folio 525 

city, town Rockville state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Montgomery County Locational Atlas of Historic Sites 

date 1976 _federal _state _county _local 

__ pository for survey records M-NCPPC 

city, town Silver Spring state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
-:f..- good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
____){altered 

xckone 
original site 

_moved date of move 

Survey No. 
f·f,32 03 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The William Read, Jr. house is a remodeled two story frame 
I-house (1904) on approximately a one quarter acre lot off Dennis 
Avenue in Silver Spring. The house was originally a side-gabled cen
ter hall I-house with clapboard walls (sided with aluminum in 1972) 
and now covered by a composition shingle roof. The ground plan is a 
simple rectangle with a two-story wing setback to the southeast added 
in 1909. The center hall single-pile core was built about 1904 and 
was extensively renovated in 1972 in the Colonial Revival style. 

The principle elevation of the house faces west toward Dennis 
Avenue and has a symmetrical five-bay facade with a two-story wing 
addition. A one story enclosed sun porch infills the L. The main 
entry has a broken pedimented frontispiece with fluted pilasters and 
sidelights. The symmetrical ranks of first floor and second story 
windows of the main five-bay facade are rectangular and have 
double-hung sash with one-over-one or two-over-two lights and have 
louvered shutters. Three prominent gabled dormer windows with double 
hung one-over-one sash light the attic space. 

The window design--a rectangular, double hung sash with 
one-over-one or two-over-two six lights--is repeated in a regular 
pattern throughout the remaining wall surfaces of the house. 
The elevation of the rear facade reveals the house's expansion in 
1972 with a full length shed roof addition to the attic story and the 
construction of a one story shed roofed addition to the ell setback. 

Outbuilding 

A one story, frame storage shed with a gable front and flanking 
shed roof extensions, probably built in the early twentieth century, 
is located behind the house on the site. 



8. Significance Survey No. H~32-03 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
~- 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 

1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
3_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpor:t:ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

1904 Builder/Architecllnknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gert~ral statement of history and 
support. 

Summary: The William Read House was originally a central hall 
frame I-house built in 1904. The house's architectural significance 
has been significantly diminished by a recent Colonial Revival style 
renovation in 1972. This remodeling added the main facade's pedi
mented dormers, the rear facade's full length shed dormer, the 
sheathing with modern alumininum siding and the entr¥ frontispiece. 
The present remodeled building does not represent a distinctive type, 
period or method of early twentieth century vernacular design or con
struction and has minimal local architectural significance as a rep
resentative example 'of the Colonial Revival style. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.f/1:32-03 

See Attached Sheet 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 33,354 sq. ft. 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AliJ I I I I I I I I I aw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cli_J ~1~-----1 ~!......__._._ ___ __ oLLJ I I I I 
E LJ..J I I .._I ....__.._.___ ........ F Li_j I I I I 
GLi.J I I ~I___._._ __ __ HLi_j I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title William Bushong 

organization M-NCPPC date June 1994 

street & number 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone (301)495-4570 

city or town Silver Spring state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historica 
Shaw House 
21 State rcle 
Anna is, Maryland 21401 

1) 269-2438 

100 COMMUNl1Y PLACE 
CR()WN$V1ill. MD 2lU'32-2023 

·514-7600 

PS-2746 



Continuation Sheet 
,~ M: 32-03 - William Read, Jr. House/Charles Clement House 

Preseryation Planning Data: 

a) Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

b) Chronological/Development Periods: Industrial/Urban Dominance, 
1870-1930 

c) Historic Period Themes: Architecture 

d) Resource Type: Farmhouse 

Chain of Title/Owner Information: 

William Read, Jr. received twenty-eight acres of land from his mother 
Mary Eliza Read in April, 1903 and soon thereafter made substantial 
improvements to the property. In 1909 William and Margaret Read sold 
the property to Robert Allen who died a decade later leaving the 
house to his wife Marie Allen. Several years later she sold the house 
to Charles Clement, Sr., A federal civil servant who maintained a 
small farm on the then 12 3/4 acres of surrounding land. Charles and 
Virginia Clement owned the house from 1921 until their deaths in 
1968-69. Their children Jeanne, Mary and Charles Clement, Jr. inher
ited the property and in 1971 the two daughters conveyed their inter
est in the property to their brother and his wife Runette who are 
house's present owners. 

Cited Land and Estate Records from Crawford, MHT Form (1/83). 

Deed TD26/353 Montgomery County Land Records 
Deed JGH 4/25 Montgomery County Land Records 
Deed 26/353 Montgomery County Land Records 
Deed 302/180 Montgomery County Land Records 
Deed 302/404 Montgomery County Land Records 
Deed 4078/525 Montgomery County Land Records 
Will HCA 22/256 Montgomery County Register of Wills 



Continuation Sheet 
M: 32-03 - William Read, Jr. House/Charles Clement House 

Section 9: MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Page 9.1 

Unpublished Sources 

Crawford, Catherine. Maryland Historical Trust Form for the William 
Reed, Jr. House, 1982. (MHT) 

Deeds, Land Records Office. (Montgomery County Courthouse) 



Survey No.~\32-3 

Marylilnd Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 1608255404 

DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic William Read House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 
507 Dennis Ave. _ not for publication 

13th 
city, town 

Silver Spring 
_ vicinity._o_f ___ co_n_g_re_ssional district 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district- -- public 
7- building(s) _x_ private 
__ structure _ both 
_site 

~-object 

Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
__ not applicable 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
~no 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
____ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
__ government 
_ industrial 
___ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

Charles A. Clements III 
name 

street & number 
507 Dennis Ave. 

telephone no.: 
593-3994 

city, town 
Silver Spring 

state and zip code 
Md., 20902. 

5. Location of legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgome_a_Count;y_ CQ.:urth_Ql}se _ liber 4078 

street & number folio 525 

city, town Rockville state Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MNCPPC Historic sites Inventory 

date 1976 _federal ~- state ~ county __ local 

depository for survey records Park Historian's Office 
·~-~~~---~---~ 

city, town Rockville state Md· 



fl DESCRIPTION 
' . 

-/XCEL LENT 

:!.GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-,\JNALTEREO 

YALTERED 

C}'l!ECK ONE 

XoAIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large, two-story frame house, that is now sur
rounded by a subdivision. The main building faces west, and 
has five bays with a central door on this facade. The door 
has transom and side-lights. There are three dormers on this 
slope of the roof. Siding is clapboard, and the 2/2 windows 
are double windows in the end bays of the ground level. Set 
back at the SE rear of the house, is a lower, narrow, two-story 
wing of one-bay. A one-story 11 sun porch" is set in the ell 
created by the wing and main house. May not be the original 
19th Century buildinge 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



8. Significance Survey No. 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_,:,__ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

,,--... - 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
.JL 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_K_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce ·- exploration/settlement ____ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~atlon 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 

A B 

Level of Significance: national 

c D 

c D E F 

state local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The William Read house is significant as an example of rural vernacular archi
tecture typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the mid-nineteenth 
through.J:h1= early twentieth centuries. It is also representative of the early 
development of the Washington, D.C. suburbs which grew after 1880 as a result of 
the expansion of government and business in D.C. and the construction of the Metro
politan branch of the B&O Railroad which provided easy transport to and from the 
city. The house was probably built about 1903 by Oliver Hamilton for William 

·· Read,Jr.l William's house was built on 28 acres of land which he recieved in 
~ April of 1903 from his mother, Mary Eliza Read.2 Mary had recieved 202 1/2 acres 

of ~ 1The Benjamin" in 1854 from her mother, Emily Beale.3 Mary and her husband, 
William, a lawyer, built a house on the 202 1/2 acres where they lived with their 
seven children.4 William died in May of 1884. ~n 1903, after all the children 
had reached. the age of 21, Mary made partition of the land among them. It was then 
the William, Jr. recieved his parcel and built the ho~se.5 

In August of 1909, William and his wife, Margaret, sold the house to Robert 
Allen.6 Robert added the two story wing located on the southwest rear elevation 
of the house.7 He died in 1918 leaving his property to his wife, Marie Allen.8 
In April of 1921, Marie sold the house to Charles A. Clements,Jr. (the father of 
the present owner).9 Charles worked for the government and ran a small family 
farm on his 12 3/4 acre tract.7 Charles died in August of 1968, followed by his 
wife, Virginia, in June of 1969. The house was then passed on to thei:rt children 
Jeanne, Mary and Charles. In May of 1971, Jeanne and Mary conveyed their interest in 
the house to their brother Charles and his wife, Runette., the present owners.11 

1 
The date given is based on the date that the property was recieved, the date 

that it that it appears on the tax records with improvements (1904), and the fact 
appears on the 1918 map but not on the map of 1894. 

2need TD 26/353, Mont. Co. Land Records. 
3need JGH 4 / 25 , " " 
4census of 1880. 
Sneed TD 26/353, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

6need 302/180, " " 
7Conversation with Charles Clements III, 

8Will HCA 22/256, M.C. Register of 
Wills. 

9need 302/404, M.C. 
10Cha1rles Clements 

12/82 llDeed 4078/525, 

Land Records. 

M.C. Land Records 



_9_._M_aa_j_o_~_B_r~liog~ic~l-~~-~--r_e_n_c_e_s ___ s_ur_v_eY_. N_o_ • .....1M~:3;.;;.;a;..;-3:;;.... 

" Mont. Co. Land Records 
Mont. Co. Register of Wills 
Conversation with Charles Clements, 12/82 

1 O. Geographical Data 
A.creage of nominated property 33' 354 sq· ft· 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A L.i_J I I I I I I I I LJ B w 1.-.I ..._I ..L.I --...i.--....J I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zohe Easting Northing 

cLLJ I I I I L I j oLLJ l I J 

E LU I I I 
GLi_j I I I 

I I 
I I I 

I 
w 

FLLJ ~'~I_._.....,.._.! ~'..t-1..-'-............... 
H LLJ I I I l.__~~...a-..L.....I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

~ 11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Historic Preservation Comm. date 1/83 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legisl.ature.t9 be found,in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,,1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights, 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

.. , 

. ~ l ; 

PS-2746 



lftJ?~JJv2-3 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

·Reed House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER· 

500 block of Dennis Ave. 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION· 

CATEGORY 

---f'ISTR!CT 

YBUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
_v(Jeue. 
.:{PRIVATE 

·~BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

- - -- ·-- ~---~-~.·-·Charles- 'A~ Clements· 
~. STREET & NU_ MB ER _ 

-· __ , _,_. - -'"~'"~ - ,~-

Z,.ATUS 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WQAI( IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBlE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

-1:,ES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO_ . 

500 block of Dennis Ave. 
C!TY. TOWN.: 

Silver Spring _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEOS;ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

· CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT -

COUNTY ,.. · "-' ._,- -· 

Montgomerv · 
. ,-'"'' 

PRESENT USE 

--AGfHCULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EOUCATIONA l 

-MUSEUM 

_PrK 
_'Yf.RIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ' .......J'!EUGIOUS 

_;_.GOVERNMENT _SCTENTIFIC 

-1NOIJSTR!Al 

_MILITARY 

STATE 1 

Maryland 

Libel: #: 
Folio *= 

STATE 

Maryland 

_TRANSPORTATtO!'+ 

_OTHER: 

zip code 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
/~ ·SURVEY RECOROS 

C~TY. TOWN STATE 

r 
II ~ 
i~ 



B IJ:ESCRIPTION 

-}'XCEL LENT 

.:::lGOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_QETERIORATEO 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-,IJNALTEREO 

YALTEREO 

CjtECK ONE 

_{oRIGfNAL SITE 

_MOllEO DAT..__~-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large, two-story frame house, that is now sur
rounded by a subdivision. The main building faces west, and 
has five bays with a central door on this facade. The door 
has transom and side-lights. There are three dormers on this 
slope of the roof. Siding is clapboard, and the 2/2 windows 
are double windows in the end bays of the ground level. Set 

,, back at the SE rear of the house, is a lower, narrow, two-story 
wing of one-bay. A one-story "sun porch 11

. is set in the ell 
created by the wing and main house. MaY not be the ori,ginal 
19th Century building. ". ~'"'""'"''"~ " ·<· 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



.B SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 
r,....-~ 

'EHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_I.AW 

_RELIGION 

_.400·1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

,_.;. 700-1799 

'L 1 800- 1 899 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

. _ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC· 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_SCtENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANffARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTA T!ON 

_OTHER ISPECIFYr 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The old maps indicate a Reed House here,. as early as:"the 
mid-19th Century. The Gallagher family says this was the old 
Reed house, but the Beale house, fronting University Blvd., 
burned down.. It was a surprise to find this old home still 
standing in the midst of a subdivision that is almost 30 years 
old. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l' 

"IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA ,._ -- -
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY OESCRIP,TION , ·''• ~:, •, , 
· . to:£,~~~,2~< · · ':' .;~/·s}.''\:n:;·•c• . 

:•:'.:: . - -

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

.STATE COUNTY 

STREET & NUMBER ~ELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480 
CiTYOR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
P..nnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey-and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
mentof individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(30l) 267-1438 

;" 

PS· HOa 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FORM I • 

LOCATIONAL MAP 

SURVEY NO.:t-{32/3 

PROPERTY NAME: William Read House 

TOWN: Silver Spring 

COUNTY: MONTGOMERY 

QUADRANGLE: Kensington, MD 
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