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ACHS SUHMARY FORM (d.J.e e"~ 5-4-fiO) 

1. Name : Westover 

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 33/2 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference : Map 17 
C- ll+ 

ti- . Address: 240 Mowbray Road , Silver Spring 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition __ ~N·/~Aii--------
Status occupied Accesslbie ____ __.n_o ______________ _ 
?resent use priyate r esidence 

Previous Survey Recording M- NCPPC 
Title and Date : 1976 Inventory of 

Historical Sites 
Federal State x County x Local - - - -

6 . Date : before 1816 

8. Apparent Condition 

7 . Original Owner: Evan Thon:as 
-- addition c . 1880 William Bradley 

a excellent b altered c original site 
·------------------~ ·--------------------- · ----~;,.,;;.i-~~-----------------~ 

9 . Description: This five bay two- and- a-half story, Queen Anne style house 
sits on a slight rise faclng southeast . The house has narrow white clap­
boarding at first level and white fishscale shingles above . There is a two 
story tower with a pyramidal roof at the east corner of the southeast 
elevation. This tower begins at second level. Here the roof is supported by 
four turned posts and enclosed by a railing of turned balusters . The south­
east porch wraps around to northeast elevation . It has a shed roof with a 
paneled outheast cross gable and is supnorted by eight wooden posts which 
are connected by panels which create an arcade . There are one- over - one 
double-hung windows . On the northeast , southeast and southwest elevations 
there are two windows connected by a wooden arch set into the mansard roof . 
The mansard roof bas fishscale and regular slate shingles . 

10 . Significance : This handsome Queen Anne farmhouse exemplifies the common 
practice of renovating houses in the current style as a family grows or 
becomes more prosper ous . 

~ 

Originally part of a tract called "Two Farms" , and later part of an 
estate called "Westover"i the land was inherited bv Evan Thomas from his 
father Samual in 1783 . ~van had built a house by i816 when he sold it to 
William Culver . By 1833 it was sold to Francis Valdenar , a farmer , County 
Commissioner and commissioner of the Montgomery Silk Company , as well as a 
state inspector of tobacco . In 1870 , Valdenar was forced to sell Westover 
to meet his debts . Henry and Mary Bradley bought it in 1876 and gave it to 
their son William. He farmed it and built the elaborate Queen Anne addition. 
He and his wife Mary lived there until his death in 189? ; then Mary stayed 
on until 1950 when she sold her large holding for subdivision, retaining 
life tenancy and several rights from the developer . The present owners 
purchased Westover in 1953. 

Candy Reed 
Arch . Description .. 1. Researcher and date researched : Donald M. Leavitt- 7/79 

12 . Compiler : Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 

15 . Acreage : 1 . 53 acres 

14. Designation 
Appr oval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Westover 
AND/OR COMMON 

fltOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

240 Mowbray Road 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 

Silve~Spring~~·~~~~-=X;;;_v_1c_1N_1T_Y_o_F~C_o~l_e_s_v_i_l~l_e~~~~~8"---~~~~~~~~ 
COUNTY 

Mai:yland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .lX:>CCUPIED 

.XSUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

-·· _STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSiDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~o 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Richard E. Curtis 
STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 4142 
CITY. TOWN 

Co-lesyille _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Montggrery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Telephone #: 384-6267 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 20904 

Liber #: 
couRTHousE. Polio #: 

1989 
382 

~~-R-EG_1s_T_R_Y_oF_D_E_E_Ds_,E_t_c.~-'-M.~ntgomery county Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Maryland 
I! REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

MN<PPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

1976 _FEDERAL X-STATE -xCDUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

BQC;kvj lle 

STATE 



ID DESCRIPTION 

XEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LALTERED 

M:33-J-

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This five bay, two and a half story Queen Anne style house si~s on a slight rise, 
facing southeast. ··· 

. Built on fieldstone foundations, the house has narrcw white clapbc:arding at the 
first level and white fishscale shingles at the second level. There is a two story taver 
with a pyramidal roof at the east oorner of the southeast elevaticn. This tCMer begins 
at the seoond level whereit is enclosed, and extends above the roof of the house. The 
pyramidal roof is supported by four turned posts and the walls of the house. The top 
level of the tCMer is enclosed by a railing of turned balusters. 

The southeast porch wraps around to the northeast elevation. It has a shed roof 
with a cross gable ~di::;.~~~ by, e.j,gh,t wcx;:4en .. pc;:sts. conne~ by panels :which 
create ari ·. arcade. The ·southeast door is glass and -wocrlen paneled. There ~is a semi­
enclosed porch with a shed roof en the northwest elevaticn. A glass and wocrlen paneled 
door cpens on to this porch. There are two northwest additicns for garages which face 
northeast. 

There are one-o.rer-cne daible-hung windcws flanked by black wocxlen louvered shutters. 
Qi the southeast elevation, first level, the two windcws extend davn to the porch floor. 
en the northeast elevaticn, first and second lev~l.s1 there are four-light diamond wind~. 
At the third level there are two windcws connected by a paneled arch and set into the 
mansard roof as a dormer windav. There· is a one story bay wind01 on the southwest 
elevation. At the third level of the southwest and northeast elevations there are two 
windcws oonnected by a paneled arch and set into the mansard roof as a donner windav. 

The house has a mansard roof with fishscale and regular shingles. 

' - t ,..., 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



El SIGNIFICANCE 
;-._ 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHfSTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE· 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE.. _SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY __ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X.OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES before 1816 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

It was common practice in Montgomery County for a farmer to make add­
i t1ons to his house as his family grew or he became more prosperous. West­
over/Valdenar House, growing from a small frame section to a large turreted 
Queen Anne addition, is an example of this. 

Originally part or a tract called 'tTwo Farms", the land surrounding 
the house became part of an estate called "Westovertt. Samuel Thomas lef't 
muoh of this land to his son Evan 1n 1783.l Evan, apparently not wishing 
to farm the land himself, agreed to lease Westover and other tracts to 
Thomas Brown for 99 years at a rent of 72 pounds a year. However, after 

,-our years Brown was released of this obligat:Lon.2 
Evan eventually sold the land to William Culver in 1816, land that 

included 1mprovements.3 This is the first reference to a house on the 
property. At his death William Culver left the farm to his sons John and 
Romulus. Being a resident of Kentucky, John had little use for an estate 
in Montgomery County, so he sold his undivided portion to Francis Valdenar 
(or Valdenier).4 Nine years later, in 1833, Romulus agreed to sell h1s 
portion of the farm to Valdenar.5 

When not concerned with farm matters, Francis Valdenar was involved 
in county,affairs. From 1842 to 1845, Valdenar was a County Commissioner. 
He was a commissioner of the Montgomery Silk Company, as well as a state 
inspector of tobacco. When Montgomery and Prince George's Counties dis­
puted their boundaries, Valdenar was appointed to run, define, and draw 
the dividing lines between the two neighbors. 

Valdenar•s public service did little to help his finances. In 1870 
. he was forced to mortgage Westover6 and soon after found he could not meet 

the payments. The farm was sold off at public auction to Henry and Mary 
Bradley in 18767 who in turn gave 1t to their son Wil11am.8 

William farmed Westover and built the elaborate Qiueen Anne add1t1on 
to the old house, an indication of his success at that endeavor. 
His wife Mary inherited everything in 1897 and in11926 sold the house and 

the accompanying 311 3/4 acres to John Bliler.9 Mary Bradley also supplied 
,,-..liler with a mortgage on the propertY:i and when he defaulted on the pay­

o11ents Westover was put up for sale at public auction. A poster for the event 
describes the house and the surrounding lands as they were in 1929: 

"The property is improved by a three-story frame dwelling 
house containing hallL kitchen~ and four rooms on the first 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEE~ LF NECE~SARY 

(continued on Attachment Sheet A.) 
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Attachment Sheet A 
Westover 

M: 33/2 
Magi# 

floor, five bedrooms and bath on second floor; there is 
a cellar under the whole house, a porch extends across 
the entire front and along one side or the house, there 
is also a back porDh. The dwelling is heated by a hot 
water plant, there is running water in the house. The 
property is further improved by a large barn in which 
there is stable accommodations for 12 horses and 10 
cows; two tenant houses and all other necessary out­
buildings. An apple orchard containing about 50 trees 
is on the property as well as some small fruit. 1110 

The highest bidder at the auction was Mary Bradley, and she 
returned to her house. 

After World War II the suburban development came closer. In 
1950 Mary Bradley sold her large holding in three parcels. Shrewd 
businesswoman that she was, Mary also set herself up for the rest 
of her life. Several unusual clauses were inserted into the deed. 
Although the house was sold, Mary had the right to remain in the 
house ror the remainder of her life, while the developer paid all 
taxes, insurance, and assessments. The developer had to maintain 
a good road to the house, as well as supply a source of good drinking 
water. If any of' parcel 2 were sold, Mary would receive half of' the 
money, and she had the right to chop firewood on that parcel. How­
ever, the first clause and foremost clause inserted into the deed was 
that she received uthe right to walk or ride with her dogs over any 
part of parcel 211

•
11 Apparently the land was in such a prime loca­

tion that the idiosyncrasies of an old lady were to be taken into 
consideration. 

The present owners purchased Westover and the small lot sur­
rounding it in 1953. Mary Bradley was still living at the time • 

.J'OOTNOTES: 
1 Wills of Montgomery County, Md. B/135 (10/14/1783). 
2 Land Records of Montgomery County, Md. Release N/24o, (1/21/1807). 
3 Ibid., Deed S/475 (2/5/1816). 
4 Ibid., Deed X/225 (2/26/1824). 
5 Ibid., Deed BS 4/362 (4/1/1833). 
6 Ibid., Mortgage EBP 7/225 (3/13/1870). 
7 Ibid., Deed EBP 15/38o (4/17/1876). 
8 Ib1d., Deed EBP 16/43 (ll/3/1876). 
9 Ibid., Deed 414/231 (11/15/1926). 

10 Equity Records of Montgomery County, Md. Case #5146 (2/14/1929). 
ll Land Records, Deed 1464/324 (ll/30/1950). 
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CONTINUE ON SEl,'A;R,ATE SHEET If NECESSMY 

IJjJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l t 53 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located on Mowbray Road approximately t mile NW of Route 183 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE-

Donald M. Leavitt 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional.Trails July 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926-4510 
CITY OR TOWN ! 

Dickerson 
STATE 

Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in 'the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only c;Lnd do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. ~-

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The·Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 . 

PS· I 108 
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M #33-2 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET /0tJ? ,<_#5'/ ()Af 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

$TREET ANO NUMBER• 

CITY OR TOWN: 

·;-:.:····:::.::····· " 

.:;.y .. ·. 

"Westover" or Valdenar House 

240· Mowbrav Road 

Silver Sorina 
COUNTY: STATE I 

l~i\CLASSIFICA'fttto'·'N;r"·~· 7".""7· .. ): .. '."" .. ~"-~~:~;;;,~jv __ '"". •. ~~·~:: .. ~~d~.T .... ··-:-.-.. 7.< ... 77 .. 7' .... ~ .... ..., .. 777 ... "/ .. 0~~ Monmni:~:: .... •.·.• ···->.{> .. ·· ·•· ... ·,.:, .. · ........ c 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

O Oiatric:t IV Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

UV Privote 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public: Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

O Being Considered 

STATUS 

II Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preaervotion work 
in pro9rea1 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Reatricted 

0 Unrestricted 

ta No 

Y PRESENT USE (Check One or More u Appr<>Pffate) 

w 
w 

· ,C.l .Aaric:ulturol 

0 Commetciol 

0 £ducotionol 

'· ~O Entertainment 

OWNER'S NAME: 

0 Governme-nt 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

.. 

Richard E. Curtis 
·. STREET_ ANO NUMBER: 

240 Mowbray Road 

0 Pork 

8 Privat• R(i!.Jence 

0 Religloua 

0 Sc:i•ntific 

: .•••• •·<>'.:-:\.-/•:·.:· "/:•· ..... 

0 Tronsportotion 

0 Other (Speclly) 

0 Comments 

···.··.-\('. 

V\' CITY OR TOWN• 'STATE• 

Silver Spring Maryland 
t:l'.#.~9¢Ai'.!ON Of! lf!.GA'i:DESCR""1"""r>'"""T-fO,,...N'·--... -·:,::: .... -.· .• --->.,........,....,...,_.,... __ .,..,,,..._.:.:.:.;. . ..:-..... .. -.,.,--..... ~ ))= §ititlif[lii23SI:·· :2j....ij.. . .,~--~~· 

COURTHOUSE, REwl5TRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREIE°T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY-OR TOWN~ockville 15TATEMaryland 

Title Reference of.CurrPni- nPAn (Bnnk & Pa. #): 
t~~.; :'.RJ:P:.R~~.f:N.JAJ:'l()N tNJ:x1STINQ 'SURVFt~s < ' . . . < \•{ .p .. ·.· 

TITl-E OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATI!! OF SURVEY: 0 State 0 Couoty 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS• 

STR.EET ANO NUMBER: 

Ct.TY OR TOWN: 



DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSIC4L APPEARANCE 

The house is built in two sections, the main part being a 
19th century Victorian structure and the,, rear part, an older 
house, much altered. The rear section was a one room structure 
with an end chimney; later a room was added behind the chimney 
and a passage along the side of the house, to connect the two 
rooms. This building, of brick and frame, was probably two 
stories with a loft; it is presently two stories with a shed 
roof. 

The main section of the house is two stories with a mansard 
roof. In the northea$t co:i;ne:i:;:, a thre,e ~tory t.o}Y;er breaks above 
the roofline; it has a pyramidal'.' roof and" an open porch at the 
third floor level. The sheathing on the first floor is narrowed 
clapboards, on the second floor shingles; the roof is covered 
with patterned slates. The frieze below the eaves consists of a 
series of blocks with vertical flutings. In plan, the house has 
four rooms arranged around a central chimney. The "tower" room 
is the entrance hall; the other three rooms are parlors with 
corner::- fireplaces. 

A corncrib and a bankbarn stand northwest of the house. 
The corncrib sits on a stone foundation; the floors are support­
ted by half-log sleepers. Wall posts are mortised, tenoned, and 
egged into the sill; two intermediate rails are mortised, 

tenoned and pegged into the posts. The plate carries tie beams 
hich are half-logs that project over the plate and have rafters 
ortised,. tenoned, and pegged directly into them. The rafters 

are mortised, tenoned and pegged at the apex; collars are half­
lapped and pegged over the rafters. 
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SPECIFIC OATEISl (If Applicable andKnoWn) rear Wing- 00; main house, c. 1870 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginol 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urbon Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engi11eering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Spec I ty) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture Cl. l11vention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Londscope 0 Sculpture 

0 An Archi lecture 0 Socio l/Humon· 

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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LATtTUO.E ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

OEFININ'G A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE.PROPERTY 

. :··'f·.;:· 

-,-~ ....... ..-...L~A-T~l~T~U-D-E::"""A-N_P_.L~O~N-G~IT_U_O-'"E-C~O~O;..._R~O~IN~A~T~E~S"-"'~•• 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1~--~·-..~----~--~-----------~~--~----------iRr---------~--o_F __ L_E_s_s __ T_H~ArN __ T_E_N __ A~C~R~E~s;..._ __________ 4 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LON GI TU OE 

D•grees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.nds 
NW 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0. 

SE 0 0 ... 
~w 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage~Justification: 

ILIST At,.L STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY.BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUl\ITY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

.1'1"1~,A~l;l..,.:1,TL~! 

.. 9~~~.S~P~he.~'. ow~~' ..... !;>,,~~~ .. aa~;t:orian 

M-NCPPC IDATE 

27 Mar 74 
STREE'T AWriNUMSER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sprinq Marv land 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 
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