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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic "Estates" of Springbrook 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Warrenton Drive area, off New Hampshire Ave. - not for publication 

city, town White Oak 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__x. district­
- bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_site 

~object 

Ownership 
_public 
-1L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
-·yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Montgomery 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_._ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Multiple Ownership 

street & number Warrenton Drive telephone no. : 
~~~~~~~~ 

city, town White Qak state and zip code Maryland, 20904 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 

street & number folio 

city, fown Rockville state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Survey 

... 
_federal _x._ state _x_ county _ local date 1976 

.-' posltory for survey records Park His tori an' s Office 

city, town Rockville state Maryl and 



Description Survey No. f1: 3 3- g--4 
·J!?1ldition 

____ excellent 
. __ good 

Check one 
_deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _altered 

Check one 
_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

-·-·fair __ unexposed 

::'repare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
·.;arious elements as it exists today.· 

The estate area of the "Springbrook" subdivision is a 
community of fine, custom built homes located in a pictures­
que area of winding roads, sloping hills and large wooded 
lots. It is situated between New Hampshire Avenue to the 
east and Northwest Branch park land to the west and is ap­
proxiamtely one mile from Rt. 2 9. 

This community of simple country estates was layed out 
and plated on January 29, 1940 by the Woodmoor Development 
Corporation. The present community includes a circa. 1903 
home, a number of homes dating from the 1940's and a few 
more modern homes including some recently built. The 1940 1 s 
residences built following the platting of the subdivision 
are characterized by one-and-a-half stories, a small square 
main block with decending wings and a steep gable roof with 
or without dormers. They are of any combination of brick, 
stone and frame construction built in a fairly traditional, 
simple yet nicely appointed archi~ectual style. 



~~. Me1dor Bibliographical References Survey .No. fv1, : 3 3-r -I 

·'110 :J • 

Montgomery County Land Records & Tax Assesments 
Conversation with Mr. Blair Lee, III 
Conversation with Mrs. Jane Seibel 
Original Plat of Springbrook, bk. 19 folio 1192 

Geographical Data 
,::o,creage of nominated property 
Qrwadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale--------

Ul'M References do NOT complete UTM references 
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\1erbal boundary description and justification 

Ust all states and counties for properties overlapping state orr county boundaries 

state • code county code 

state code county code 

,,_1. Form Prepared By 

name/title Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Pres. Comm. date 5/84 

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



HISTORY & SUPPORT 

The estate area of the "Springbrook" subdivision is a collec­
tion of fine custom homes on large lots. The community has the 
feel of the country with its winding lanes, sloping hills and 
large green lawns with an abundance of trees. "Springbrook" was 
plated on January 29, 1940 by the Woodmoor Development Corpora­
tion. It was layed out on property which had formerly been the 
Bean family farm of 255 1/2 acres. The president of the Wood­
moor Development Corporation, Mr. George Moss, had in mind a 
community of three to eight acre "estates" in an area which at 
that time was largely open country yet not too far from down-
town Silver Spring and Washington, D.C. Mr. Moss himself lived 
in this community for many years. The idea was slow to catch 
on, but eventually the lots were sold. 

The present "Springbrook" ·community includes the circa. 
1903 Bean family residence, a number of residences dating from 
the 1940's and a few more modern homes including some recently 
built. The 1940's house type which accounts for a good part of 
the estate area is characterized by a one-and-a-half story home 
built of any combination of brick, stone and frame construction. 
The architectual style is fairly traditional. Most of these 
homes consist of .a small, square main block with decending wings 
to one or both sides; a variation on the American dream house 
of the 1930's and 1940's-- the Cape Cod Cottage. The roofs are 
steeply gabled, some with dormers. 

Of particular note is the Bean family residence. This pro­
perty was purchased by John T. Bean on November 8, 1888 from 
William E. Shaw (of neighboring "Quaint Acres"). It then con·­
sisted of 255 1/2 acres of "Easy Purchase" (Deed EBP 23/169). 
The present house was built in 1903 according to the current 
owner and county records. The property was sold in December 
of 1939 to the Woodmoor Development Gorporation1 who then sub­
divided it. The house itself was sold on a 4.79 acre lot in 
May of 1941. It then passed through a succession of owners. 
From July of ,1949 until June of 1952 it was the home of Texas 
Congressman Lloyd M. Bentsen and his wife, Beryl. They then 
sold the property to the present owners, Blair Lee III and his 
wife, Mathilde Boal Lee. Mr. Lee, involved in both politics 
and real estate, is a former Maryland governor; the only one 
so far to be a native of Montgomery County. Their home is an 
attractive, traditional style two story frame house with a 
mansard roof with dormers. Mr. Lee reports that the only 
change made to the exterior was his addition of aluminum sid­
ing. 

Also of interest is the Odend'hal house at #420 Warrenton 
Drive. This house was built in 1942 on lot #1 block E of 
Springbrook. Lloyd and Evelyn Odend'hal purchased the property 
from the Woodmoor Development Corporation on September 30, 
1940 (Deed 798/75). It is a two story brick residence which 
an almost Medieval look with its heavy masonry massing and 
rounded tower with a pointed top located at the northeast 
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corner elevation. The Odend'hals sold the house on October 17, 
1946 to John K. and Edith A. Witherspoon. They in turn sold 
it on October 17, 1951 to 'Elizabeth R. McConnell. The house 
presently belongs to the heirs of Mrs. McConnell. 

Houses #307 and #110, both typical of the house type found 
in the "~pringbrook" estate area as discussed, were built in 
the mid 1940's. fi307 was built for Andrew and Ella Kessinger 
and #110 for Ralph and Helen Queen. House #200, also typical, 
was the home of George J. Moss, president of the Woodrnoor 
Development Corporation and his wife, Joyce from 1940 until 
1963. It was then purchased by the present owners, Dr. Dwight 
R. and Hilde T. Smith. Houses #200 and #10 are larger, two 
story frame houses. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

. "'" .·• .. I COMMON: 

Springbrook (Estate Area) 
AN DIOR HISTORIC: 

STREET AN!:' NUMBER' 

area of Warrenton Drive, off New Hampshire Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

White Oak <Silver Sorina) 
STATE 

Marv land 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

~~ 
OWNERSHIP 

COUNTY: 

Montqomerv 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

District 0 Building q Public 

!tj Privat• 

Public Acquisition: flf Occupied Yes: 

0 Unoccupied 00 Restrict.O 0 Site 0 Structure O ln Process 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Consid•r&d O p..,servotion work D u.,..•:otnci-.& 

PRESENT USE (Check One or Mors as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

~~NAME: 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Mus•um 

various owners 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Ci TY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

~Pork 
Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Montaomerv Countv Courthouse 
STRc.ET AND NUMBER: 

I STATE: 

in progress 

0 Tronsportotion 

0 Ottter (Specliy) 

........ 

CITY OR TOWN: IST.O.TE 

Rockville Marv land 
ritle Reference of CurrAnr DP~n (Bnnk & Pa.~)! 

1 Tl1"L..E· OF SURVEY: 

D.O.TE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 
OEPOSITQRY FOR SURVEY RECORD$: 

0 No 

0 Co.......,,ts 

I 

0 Local 

,..~-. STREET AND NUMBER: 

I STATE: I 

PS- 709 
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,--. 

CONDITION 
t6 Excellent 0 Good 0 Foir 

(Check On,.) 

0 Det•ri<><'ote<I 

(Check One) I 

0 Altered 0 Uncltered I 
DESCR18E THE PRESENT" ~D ORIGINAL (Jf mown) PHYSICAL APPEAR ... NCE 

0 Ruins 

There are a number of large, older homes here-on large 
grassy lots. The oldest of them may date from the 1920ts 
"country estate" era. Most of the· other homes here are of 
modern vintage. Picturesque, hilly valley of the NW Branch. 
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::z: 
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:z 

w 
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rn< ~~~lnCANCE•••• 
PERIOD (Ch.,ck On" or lifou• ss Approptla!e) 

0 Pre-Colvmbion 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE{S) (If Appl/cabl& and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check On,. or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educali on 0 Political 

0 Pr;ohistcric: 0 Engin•ering 0 Religion/Phi. 

0 Historic 0 lndu~try losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Sci&nce 

0 Architecture 0 Londsc:ope 0 Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socio !/Humon-

0 Comm•rce 0 Literature itari.an 

0 Communications 0 Militory 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music: 0 T ronsportation 

!STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the more interesting homes 
of the present Lt. Governor, Blair Lee. 

~Q;h C.,,ntvry 

n Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

appears to be that 

' 
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NW 
NE 

SE 
'>.W 

Degrees Minut..s Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

:Acreaae Justification: _, 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

p)I,(FORMPREPAREO.s'tU /. 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georaia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Spring 

~ f '·'State Liaison Officer Review: 

LATITUDE 

Degrttes Minutes 
0 

... 

Historian 

Seconds 

'STATE 

Marv land 

{Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 

/vi: 33--g 

LONGIT'JOE 

Deg•e,.s Minutes 
0 

S..c<>Ads I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

. 
/.: ·.: •·'• . • .. 

IDAT~/20/75 

l 
-

m 
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U>S 

AC. , 

\.. 

27.156 AC. 

( .3 

2 7.57 

® 

SPRINGBROOK 
--MONTGOME.0' COUNTY 

MARYLAND 
JAN. 1940 . .. 

JOSEPH N. STARKEY, CIVIL ENGINEER 
SILVER SPRING, ND. 

Z.58.11 

PLAT No.1192 

'A.SHlll6'10N SlJlllJnNI SAllRifRY IJISTNICT 

APPROVED: .. -.!.~ !_2_.f~- -- • - • 
'Ir> 3UITA81UTY RJRWATEll ONJ..Y 
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