
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT 

Property Name: Burtonsville Schoolhouse 
Survey No.: M:34-1 (PACS 02.37) 

Property Address 3411 Spencerville Road. Burtonsville, Montqomerv County 
Owner Name/Address Emmett J. Kitchen. Jr. et al., 21 Howe Street. Bayhead, NJ 08742 

Year Built circa 191 o 

Description: 

The Burtonsville Schoolhouse, constructed in 1910, was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in 1973, 1976, and 1979; however it was not designated as a historic site by the M-NCPPC 
in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. The condition and appearance of the school have not changed since the 
previous survey. 

National Register Evaluation: 

The Burtonsville Schoolhouse, constructed in 1910, is not eligible for the National Register. Although the structure was 
associated with local education in the Burtonsville area at the turn of the century, its loss of integrity has compromised its 
ability to convey this association. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have 
made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. It does not meet Criterion C, as extensive 
alterations have severely compromised the architectural integrity of the structure through the introduction of architectural 
elements which are out of character with the original design of the building. Finally, the property is not known to have any 
potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion D. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: y 
Eligibility __ Recommended __L::;. Not recommended 
Criteria __ A __ B __ c __ D Considerations __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 
Comments: --------------------------------------

Preparer: ~ 
P.A.C. Spero & Company U 
October 1996 
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ACHS SID1MARY FORM [ck~t tVw~ 5-4--s,) 

1. Name : Burtonsville Schoolhouse 

2 . Planning Area/Site Number: 34/l 3 . M- NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 18 
A-9 

4. Address: Spencerville Road, Burtonsville 

5 . Classification Summary . 
Category building 
Ownership private 

Previous Survey Recording M- NCPPC 

Public Acquisition ___ N.....,IA-.. ____ __ 
Status gccupied 

Title and Date : 1976 Inventory of 
Historical Sites 

Accessibl e y es ; restricted 
Present use comrnercial 

Federal ____ State_!._County...:!.._Local ____ 

6 . Date : 1910 

8. Apparent Condition 

7. Original Owner : Montgomery County School 
Board 

a . _______ g_o_o_d __________ b . ______ a_l_t_e_r_e_d _________ c . _______ o_r_i _g_i _n_a_l __ s_i _t _e ________ _ 

9. Description: This three bay by five bay , one- and- a -half story rectangular 
building faces west . It has white clapboarded exterior walls . There is a 
three bay by three bay , two story (south) cinderblock addition at the 
southeast corner of the school . There is a west three bay one story gabled 
projecting pavilion. A gabled hood is supported by two metal poles. There 
are six- over- six double- hung windows. The south cinderblock addition has 
paired four light casement windows flanked by black aluminum louvered 
shutters . The school building has hipped roof with black pressed metal 
coverings . r 

10 . Significance : The Burtonsville Schoolhouse is an example of the two- room 
schoolhouse plan , popular in the County at the turn of the century. The 
first schoolhouse in Bur tonsville was log and called "Frog Pond" after a 
nearby marsh . Not owned by the County, it was dismantled in 1865 to make 
room for a church and a frame schoolhouse that was constructed by the 

.,,........ 

County on a lot up the road. By 1900 the school's local board of trustees 
petitioned the school board for a new building to replace the poorly 
lighted and heated old building. The School Board purchased another half 
acre lot adjacent to the old one, and the new building opened in 1910-1911. 
It had a projecting portico housing a recessed entryway, vestibule, and 
two cloakrooms; two large classrooms with large groupings of windows on 
each side; and integral ventilation vents . Replaced by a new elementary 
school c. 1950, the old school was sold in 1953. Bought by the Burtonsville 
Baptist Church in 1956, it was remodeled and used until the 1970's. It now 
is an antique shop • 

11. Researcher and date researched : Donald M. Leavitt- 7/79 Candy "qeed 

12 . Compiler : Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 

15. Acreage: 1 . 01 acres 

Arch . Description 
11+. Designation 

Approval_ 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 34/l 
Magi I 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

~~-="-=------:=B=u=-rtonsv1lle Schoolhouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

'6Jirtapey1 J Je Bapt:I st(1ll'd SghppJbpuse 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Spencerville Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Burtonsville - VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marylapd 

DcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP STATUS CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

-XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 

x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Courtney Barry 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 212 
CITY. TOWN 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Burtgnsyille - VICINITYOF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rogkyille 

Montgomery County.Courthouse 

l!I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

MNCPPC Invento:cy of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

Mmtgmeqr 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

X_coMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Telephone #: (301) 490-6171 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 20730 

Liber #; 4847 
:t'olio #: 728 

STATE 

Maryland 

1976 _FEDERAL ~TATE y-COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Park Historian's Office 

ngsJwille 

STATE 

Maryland 



I.I DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

JLALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

AORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three bay by five bay me and a half story rectangular building faces west. 
Built on frundations recently reinforced by prured concrete, this old school has 

white clapboarded exterior walls. There is a three bay by three bay, two story 
cinderblock south wing at the southeast corner of this house. · en the west elevation 
there is a three bay, one story, projecting pavilion with a gable roof. Th~ee poured 
concrete steps, flanked by netal hand rails, lead up to the concrete stoq:>. A gabled 
hocrl extends out over the stoop, supported by two rretal poles with decorative wrought 
irm brackets. The west druble wocrl.en ·doors are each hung with three strap hinges. 
The west door m the south cinderblock addition is glass and wooden paneled. en the 
south elevation of the cinderblock additim there is a rretal fire escape whidl leads 
to the secmd floor. 

There are s:i.x·over- six druble-hung windavs. The south cinderblock addition has 
paired frur-light casem:mt windcws flanked by black aluminum loovered shutters. 

The house has a hipped roof covered by black pressed rretal and wide boxed eaves. 
It now houses 0 Barry 1 s Antiques". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
-----· 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHIST.ORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

X-1900-

--ARCHEOLOGY-P.REHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURI;: 

--ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1910 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

X.EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

H.:3~-/ 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

X.OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Local History / 

Early in the 20th century, to meet the ever increasing educational 
needs of the area, Montgomery County school officials designed an advanced 
2-room plan schoolhouse. The Burtonsville Schoolhouse is an example of 
this turn-of-the-century plan. 

The public school system in Montgomery County was formed in 1860. In 
the town of Burtonsv111e the first school was called ''Frog Pond" after a 
near-by marsh. This log building was not owned by the county and proved 
to be inadequate. In 1865 it was dismantled to make room for a ohurfh_, and 

"-a t acre lot up the road was purchased by the school system for $50. A 
..ew frame structure was constructed on the property. 

In the days of small schoolhouses it was traditional to have the school 
managed by a board of trustees made up of local parents. Th.is group kept 
an eye on the day-to-day affairs of the school and made sure the building 
was maintained. Sometimes after 1900 it became apparent to the trustees 
of the Burtonsville Schoolhouse that their building was in need of replace
ment. They petitioned the school board in Rockville for a new bu1ld1ng, as 
the old schoolhouse was poorly lighted and heated and was extremely stuffy. 
The school board, familiar with the limitations of the old schools, was 
sympathetic to the trustees• request and in March 1910 board President 
George Lamar publicly stated that a new two-room building was needed at 
Burtonsville. Soon after the legislature approved a bond issue to raise 
money for the new schoolhouse, another half-acre lot was purchased adja
cent to the old one, and in July 1910 a contract was approved by the school 
board. Work commenced soon after. 

The new building opened up for the 1910-11 school year and was the 
pride and Joy of Burtonsville residents. Based loosely on an advanced two~ 
room plan used elsewhere 1n the county, the schoolhouse had two large 
classrooms, a projecting portico on the front housing a recessed entryway, 
vestibule, and two cloakrooms, large groupings of windows on each side for 
optimum light, and integral vents to provide sufficient ventilation. As 
~~ result of this last feature the building was several feet off the ground, 
~abling air to circulate under the floor and giving the building a taller, 

more dignified appearance than its predecessors. Heat was provided by a 
jacketed stove in each classroom, light by the sun, drinking water from a 
well, and like all good country schools, the facilities included two out
houses in the baek of the lot~ The naw building at Burtonsv1lle was a 
s1gn1fioant advance over the older atructures in the county. 

(continued on Attachment Sheet A 
--·~---~~~~--,~-~~-- ' ' ' --- .. --"- - ,, --~--~·----~~~-~~~~~--,.,,,,.,,,,_,, .. ,,,.,,,, 



Attachment Sheet A 
Burtonsv1lle Schoolhouse 

However, unlike the highly stylized 

M: 34/l 
Magi# 

two room schoolhouses at Montrose, Glen Echo, and Clarksburg, 
Burtonsv1lle was without ornamentation and decorative flair. 

It wasn't long after the school opened that educational 
philosophy began to shift in the county. A move was made to 
consolidate schools to avoid duplication of services. One 
large school could replace scores of schoolhouses, and provided 
specialized teachers in music, art, and physical education, a 
luxury one. or two-room schoolhouses could not supply. During 
the depression the number of children attending the school 
dropped so significantly that there was talk of closing the 
school and consolidating it with the one in Fairland. This 
plan was not carried through. 

However, by the late 194os, it became apparent that the 
building was outdated. The population in Montgomery County 
increased rapidly after World Ward II and the schoolhouse was 
overcrowded. In the early 1950s a new large elementary school 
was built on a different site in Burtonsville, and the old school 
was sold off in 1953.3 

In 1956 the Burtonsv11le Baptist Church bought the build1ng4 
and after extens1ve mod.1f1cations made 1t their church. When a 
new church was built across the street in the 1970s, they sold 
the old building. Today it is used as a center for antique dealers 
and is open on the weekends. 

FOOTNOTES: 
l Land Records of Montgomery County, Md. Deed EBP 3/58 

(5/25/1866). 
2 Ibid., Deed 216/475 (1/12/1911). 
3 Ibid., Deed 1764/363 (l/27/1953). 
4 Ibid., Deed 2198/518 (4/12/1956). 
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CONTlNUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSAAY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY J .01 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located·on Spencerville Road {Route 198), approx. 1 mile west 
of Route 29 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

-----~D.....,..o ..... n .... a...,l ... d."---4.M.._..L--!Le..,,.,a ..... v..L..l!!!.i_,,t_,,,t'--_________ C-=-=a=n=d...,.y_.....R ....... eed - a rob des er~ pt 1 on 
ORGANIZATIOJlj DATE 

SugarJoaf Reg1onal Trails 
STREET & NUMBER 

July 1979 
TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN · . 
Box 87 926-4510 

STATE 

Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,,· 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET I rtJO 8:5 3/t/'10 o 
NOMINATION FORM 

for the 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Burtonsville Baptist Church 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

: .•....• :_:•:.········>·:·-·· -:-<:.-·· ····.··· .. _..•::. --• .. : .... :::_.:·-•::.·:•.:·.··:?:·'···•/•: •·•·· .:·.·.· ··• ....... ·.·· ... -.:-:._.:":··:•: ::.: .• .- ..... · •. · . . : ·..... .::··.····· 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Spencerville Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Burtonsville 
STATE I COUNTY! 

··.·. •'·::. ·.:_<:::-.· • ;.·. .· ... 

CATEGORY 
(Ch•ck One) 

O District fl Building· 

D Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

iif' Privet• 

D Both 

. . ,, :-: .··: ,.,,. 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 

0 Educational 0 Military IX! Religious 

0 Entertoinm•nt 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

OWNER Of PROPERTY --·::<.:: ::.:.:·:.::_·.;·.:::· . ··. · . ..... 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Mor.taomerv 

STATUS 

llf!('Occupittd 

0 Unoccupied 

I 
ACCESSIBLE 

·To THE PUBLIC 

~· WRestricted 

0 Unrestricted 0 Pr•servotion work 
O No in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Comments 

.................... ...................... :_ .. :/ .. . ·••·.. ..: .· .. : .. _ .. ·/\ 

Burtonsville Baptist Church 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Soencerville Road 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEOS, ETC: 

STREET Aillc>"NuMEi'ER: 

I 
STATE 

Maryland I 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 
ritle Reference of Current DPPn _<Book & Pa_. i) : 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

None 
CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Loeol 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR.EET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: I 
tll'e'i>- $_ j 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Foir 

(CheckOhe) 

0 Deterioroted 

j (Check One) I 
IJ Altered 0 Unaltered 

DESCRIBE THE P.RESENT ANO ORIGINAL. (II known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

J.ILJV-1 
JEZ .. ~,,.,,,~~ 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check On!JI' 

0 Moved 'fL Original Site 

The church is a rectangular structure with a 

hipped-roof. At the west end is an enclosed entrance 

porch with a gabled roof. The north and south facades 

have five tall 6/6 windows; similar windows flank the 

porch. 

Above the windows is a string course, marking a 

frieze beneath the moulded cornice. 

The church is probably an early 20th century 

structure in a style suggested by 18th century tide-

water church designs. 
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(S~ SIGNIFICANCE . 

PERIOD (C!Jecl< One or More •• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Co lum bi an 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATElSI (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF 51GNIFl.CANCE (C:hecl< One or More a., Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 0 E.ducation 

0 Prehistoric 0 En9ineerin9 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Archi lecture 0 Landsc:op'e' 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communicatio_ns 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"' 
% 

0 

... 
u 
~ 

1,-- 0::: ... 
"' 

, •. 

% 

w 
w 

"' 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human• 

itarion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

,-3 M y 

~th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

·-/ 
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I 
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1..ATITUOE ANO l..ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGl..E l..OCATING THE PROPERTY 

:··:::::: ::'. ·:: :::::-::::.:~~)\>~'.:} 
1..ATITUOE ANO 1..0NGITUOE COOROIN.ATES 

0 OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

i--~--....,------~~~~~~-...,.--------~~--~----iRt-----~~----0-F~l..-·E_s_s __ T_H_A~N--T_E_N.._A~C~R-E~s;;......'-·---------+ 
CORNER l...A.TITUOE l..ONGITUOE 1..ATll"l.l::lE l..ONGITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds. De~re'ls., ~i~'!~.! Seconds 
NW 0 o 0 0 

NE 
SE 

0 

0 

0 

·. -:,, . ' . , ' 
• 0 

0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

11..IST Al.I.. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl..APPlNG STATE OR COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: , COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

ORG.A.NI ZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET .A.NO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 
4ti· 
··~~State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 

· • .! ·, .~-

BOUNOARI ES. 

DATE 

1/24/73 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See correspondence dated'~~~J~u=n~e=-~1~2~,__::1;9~8~4:...-~~--~~~~~ 

ACTION TAKEN 

The following. sites have been reviewed and found not suitable 
for regulation under the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Those 
sites also listed on the Locational Atlas will no longer be. 

Site No. 

10/2 
10/9 
10/11 
10/22 
10/25 
10/54 
10/71 
10/73 

10/74 
11/8 
12/14-1 
12/16 
12/26 

13/15 
13/16 
13/28 
13/32 

14/1 
14/15 
14/18 
111/19 
14/23 
14/30 
14/31 
14/40 
14/48 
14/54 
1'/10 
15/11 
15/18 

*15/62 

subject to regulation under the Moratorium 
on Alteration and Demolition. 

Site No. 

. 15/68 
15/69 
16/19 

*17/4 
17/55 
18/l 
18/9 
18/22 
18/27 
18/29-1 
19/8 
19/18 
19/20 
20/6 
20/14 
20/27 
22/5 
22/6-1 
22/18 
22/21 
2'2/22 
22/23 
22/24 
23/13 

23/70 
23/9~1 
24/12 
24/14 
24/15 
25/l 
25/10-1 
27/5 
27/7 

*27/11 
*27/13 

28/15 
28/26 
30/3 
30/7 
30/9 
30/15 
30/17 
30/19 
31/9 
33/3 
33/5 

_JJQ_l 
Q.lliD 

*34/9 

Site No. 

35/6 
36/9 

*37/4 

*Recommended for designation by the 
Mont. Co. Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

**These sites were previously considerec 
by the County council and found not 
to warrant regulation un_d~r -the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
They are listed here to bring the 
functional Master Elan in conformance 
with council's actions. 


