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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The principal structure of the complex is a gambrel-roofed barn of 
frame construction, sheathed in German siding and painted white. It is 
a full two stories in height, and though designed as a barn, it also was 
originally and presently meant to incorporate office and specialized 
storage space. It never functioned simply as an ordinary barn, but 
rather as the centerpiece of an agricultural experiment program. 

This principal barn contains seven bays across the length of 
its west longitudinal facade. Two sliding wooden doors on a track 
form the central entrance flanked on either side by trios of irregularly · 
placed windows. Windows are 6/6, double hung with simple timber surrounds 
and slightly projecting, flat wooden sills. Each corner of the building 
features cornerboards, and at eaves level is a modest boxed cornice. 
Seven shed~roofed dormers light the second story; they feature 6/6, 
double hung s~sh, simple timber surrounds and German siding. The gam­
brel roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and possesses two vents 
and a short brick chimney at the south end. The building rests on 
a cement .f ounda t io.n. 

The north end of this large barn contain central, second story 
entrances with double doors. In the gable is an oculus with ventila­
tor panels and trimmed with1g simple wooden molding featuring four 
key-stones. 

On the east facade facing the parking area, the barn building 
is articulated by a doorway at the southeast corner topped by a shed­
roofed porch on two supports. Four windows are interspersed irregu­
l~rly along the length of the facade with a large double doorway 
in a position corresponding to the double doorway on the west facade. 

Nine shed-roofed dormer windows punctuate the roof with three 
above the single doorway joined together. 

The south gable end is defined by two windows at first and second 
story levels, and, an oculus ventilator placed in the gable. 

On the interior, accessible through the central entrance bay on 
the first story is a wall of double-door, fitted cabinets with rows 
of shelves and compartments for specialized storage purposes. The 
second floor is characterized by smaller, utilitarian chambers with 
vertical pl~in boards with rough, milled finish used as paneling. 

A second WPA-constructed barn exists to the southeast of the 
first. It is also gambrel-roofed, sheathed in German siding and 
resting on a cement foundation. Five, shed~roofed dormers, exactly 
like those on the larger barn, protrude from the longitudinal facade 
roof which is also sheathed in asphalt shingles. This north longi­
tudinal side possesses a shed-roofed addition but otherwise no apertures 
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exist here. On the west gable end, a shed-roofed porch resting 
on four posts shelters an open-air market for farm-produced goods. 
An arched, l~ story central bay with double doorway is located 
above this porch roof, flanked by two 6/6, double hung windows. 

On the interior are several storage rooms, cooling chambers, 
with heavy refrigerator doors and vertical board paneling over 
special insulation designed to store fruit and vegetables. 

On the south facade are located a central doorway topped 
by shed-roofed porch on two supports with two windows to the 
west and three to the east on the first story. An exterior 
brick chimney is placed directly to the west of the doorway. 
The roof is punctuated by five dormers. 

A German-sided cottage to the east of the second barn, 
originally designed as a small dormitory for students assisting 
at the experimental facility, was also built by the WPA. It is 
L-shaped in plan with a jerkin-head roofed section intersecting 
a gable-roofed section. 

The remaining WPA structures are two ~djacent, gable-roofed 
storage buildings located on the access road. Sheathed in Ger­
man siding and serving various functions, they remain useful 
auxiliary buildings. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The WPA-constructed buildings form the core of the Cherry 
Hill Agricultural Experiment Station. Of these structures, some 
were built with wood from timber on this farm. The surrounding 
buildings date from the early 1950's and are University-constructed. 

As a facility of the University of Maryland, Cherry Hill 
has been imJ?ortant as the secene of numerous years of develop­
ment and study of hybrid corn. This experimental work was con­
ducted, for the most part, in the large barn building where 
a"1n.umber of other crop studies were headquartered in conjunction 
with the Maryland Crop ImJ?rovement Association. Another major 
agricultural experiment conducted at therry Hill concerned fur­
thering the sweet potato's longevity by developing a curing 
process. 
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Oral interviews with William J. Varano, Agronomy Dept. 
and Herman Todd, November 1979. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Ellen Coxe, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION · .. -

Maryland Historical Trust, Shaw House 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

269-2438 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article .4il.,'"Secti0n 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility 
Barn , c . 1 940 . (by CCC) 

Exterior . 
E. Coxe 11/79 





M- )</-JI 
Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility 
Barn, c. 1940 by CCC. 

Interior: cabinets & fittings 

E. Coxe 11/79 





M- ~V-1' 
Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility 
Barn, c. 1940 by CCC. 
(w/ cooler facilities for vegetable 
storage) 
E. Coxe 11/79 





Cherry Hill Agricultural Facility 
Cottage, C. 1940 by CCC. 

E. Coxe 11/79 
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Cherry Hill Agricultural Facility 
Auxiliary storage buildings, c. 1940 by CCC. 

E. Coxe 11/79 


