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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The principal structure of the complex is a gambrel-roofed barn of
frame construction, sheathed in German siding and painted white. It is
a full two stories in height, and though designed as a barn, it also was
originally and presently meant to incorporate office and specialized
storage space. It never functioned simply as an ordinary barn, but
rather as the centerpiece of an agricultural experiment program.

This principal barn contains seven bays across the length of
its west longitudinal facade. Two sliding wooden doors on a track

form the central entrance flanked on either side by trios of irregularly °
placed windows. Windows are 6/6, double hung with simple timber surrounds

and slightly projecting, flat wooden sills. Each corner of the building
features cornerboards, and at eaves level is a modest boxed cornice.
Seven shed~roofed dormers light the second story; they feature 6/6,
double hung sash, simple timber surrounds and German siding. The gam-
brel roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and possesses two vents

and a short brick chimney at the south end. The building rests on

a cement .foundation,

The north end of this large barn contain central, 'second story
entrances with double doors. In the gable is an oculus with ventila- -~
tor panels and trimmed with-a simple wooden molding featuring four
keystones.

On the east facade facing the parking area, the barn building
is articulated by a doorway at the southeast corner topped by a shed-
roofed porch on two supports. Four windows are interspersed irregu-
larly along the length of the facade with a large double doorway
in a position corresponding to the double doorway on the west facade.

Nine shed~roofed dormer windows punctuate the roof with three
above the single doorway joined together.

The south gable end is defined by two windows at first and second
story levels, and, an oculus ventilator placed in the gable.

On the interior, accessible through the central entrance bay on
the first story is a wall of double-door, fitted cabinets with rows
of shelves and compartments for specialized storage purposes. The
second floor is characterized by smaller, utilitarian chambers with
vertical plain boards with rough, milled finish used as paneling.

‘A second WPA-constructed barn exists to the southeast of the
first. It is also gambrel-roofed, sheathed in German siding and
resting on a cement foundation. Five, shed-roofed dormers, exactly
like those on the larger barn, protrude from the longitudinal facade
roof which is also sheathed in asphalt shingles, This north longi~-

tudinal side possesses a shed-roofed addition but otherwise no apertures
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exist here. On the west gable end, a shed-roofed porch resting
on four posts shelters an open-air market for farm-produced goods.
An arched, 1% story central bay with double doorway is located
above this porch roof, flanked by two 6/6, double hung windows.

On the interior are several storage rooms, cooling chambers,
with heavy refrigerator doors and vertical board paneling over
special insulation designed to store fruit and vegetables.

On the south facade are located a central doorway topped
by shed-roofed porch on two supports with two windows to the
west and three to the east on the first story. An exterior
brick chimney is placed directly to the west of the doorway.
The roof is punctuated by five dormers.

A German~sided cottage to the east of the second barn,
originally designed as a small dormitory for students assisting
at the experimental facility, was also built by the WPA. It is
L-shaped in plan with a jerkin-head roofed section intersecting
a gable~roofed section.

The remaining WPA structures are two adjacent, gable-roofed
storage buildings located on the access road. Sheathed in Ger-
man siding and serving various functions, they remain useful
auxiliary buildings.




Bl SIGNIFICANCE M.3Y-(

*ERIOD . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING ~—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
-—1500-1599 X_AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—-1600-1698 X_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART — ENGINEERING —MuUsSIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 — COMMERCE _—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
X_1 900- _COMMU&ICATIONS — INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFICDATES €. 1939-45 ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT Work Projects Administration

STATEMENT OF SVIGNIFICANCE

_emoan,

The WPA-constructed buildings form the core of the Cherry
Hill Agricultural Experiment Station. Of these structures, some
were built with wood from timber on this farm. The surrounding
buildings date from the early 1950's and are University-~constructed.

As a facility of the University of Maryland, Cherry Hill
has been important as the secene of numerous years of develop=-
ment and study of hybrid corn. This experimental work was con-
ducted, for the most part, in the large barn building where
a number of other crop studies were headquartered in conjunction
with the Maryland Crop Improvement Association. Another major
agricultural experiment conducted at Cherry Hill concerned fur-
thering the sweet potato's longevity by developing a curing
process. B
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Oral interviews with William J. Varano, Agronomy Dept.
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / FITLE
Ellen Coxe, Historic Sites Surveyor )

ORGANIZATION = —5TE
Maryland Historical Trust, Shaw House

STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE
21 State Circle 269-2438

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis, MD 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Washington Post Btaff! Writer
Motorcyelists would joyride n - the
wheat plots ‘and horseback riders gid-.:
dyap through the soybeans. Hungry :
hikers sneaked into the peach orchard”’
and snacked on thormareh..&fe""

times neighbors phoned the EPA- "

| when the wind shifted oyer newly ma-~
nured ‘fields, Even the pigeons and ,
crows were plagues, descending in'
droves on the only good place to, eat.
for miles around.

For the researchers'and mdmtn
student: at the University of Marys -

land's Plant Research Farm in eastern n‘

. Montgomery County, the specters of **
blight and drought pale ' before the |
perils of farming on the urban fringe.

For the researchers and mdmuﬂ ¢

students at the University of Mary-
land's Plant Research Farm in east-
ern Montgomery County, the specters
of blight and drought pale hefore the ©
perils of farming on the urban g
So after more than 40 years tlnb
ering with tilling methods and gene.
pools on a 31 -cretuuthlthubwn \
all but by subdivisions, in. -
dustrial parks and major highways,”|
the research farmers are packing up"'
their grain loaders and seed cleaners’,’
-mdrah‘eaﬁnctolusmn!armmd.
In place of the hilly pastures that
make up the largest open tract’of

farmland left within Montgomery’s /-

expanding urban'perimeter, will be an
extensive office park, new roads and *
more than 60 acres of town hoyses
and garden apartments built by & de. "
veloper who is pu.rehu!ng the hnd
. for $8.5 million.

bors in nearby vlaious 'bo did ' »
not particularly mind
tilizer in the spring and cherished the

‘asm for the farmland played a mq)or
part in the farm’s demige. = | ©
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"It'l 80 nd " sald one woman whe

bought "her ham for the view from .
‘her uvinsroom picture window: " a '
panorama of | kneo-hlah wheat, rising
‘groves .and the
gambrel-roofed: ‘white barns of the
the smell of fe:\- i\ farm. “That field was why I' bought

:ndmlnncto

' here. To me it's serenity.” -
Nancy Middleton, (17, who = lives
across the street from the farm, re-

ﬂl.ue. skulking

“ stalks, and winter days when she went

neighborhood. >
"Theﬁelds slveyoua foenngof

space,” she said, “A lot of us have got-

ten used to it. It's always been there."

" Another .neighbor whose' house

: fronts:the farm is bitter, “Very, very.

seldom is change for the better,” she
said, ‘You better look at the (hillside)
now because it will naver l.ook tha
same,”
The!umhmhstvuﬁxeofthl
way the hndlcupe off  Rte. 2I and '

~“the Capital Beltway. and Montgomery
Industrial Park) were built 1o the
‘south, 1-95 slited on the east,

 ar the eountry to the north was colon-

ized with the Calverton deyelopment.
The university first decided to put

‘the land up for sale in 1968, Besides
ithe problem .of keeping research

peaches out of the mouths of foragers,
- the farm's sandy sofls were not typical
of farm lan dfoundmnrlllrlnmlry
land. And the agricultural program

-lleddlnlﬂthotherchlldmhtln Bmdolphnnldwdtoholbefm manager's felt ' such: mm‘

_.acreage would «fetch a_lot of money
" that could be plowed back into'the 10
other research farms the Mi
runs around the state, ' i
Butthenlomdallybdvhlldﬂn
eotmu-governmtmhndmmd \
farmuaempusmrmuomay
Community Collan.lndltnn
of the county's sewer moratorium. t
rinallytwoweehmtoonh'utull
;Eglmved with Chevy Chue
ton Zuckerg :
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. .-"'-“ R ery on foads clogged with impa- + have only grown' worse, according
.,mmhwmmﬁndsweﬁmeﬁ :ﬂ?{ . commuters ‘or pm{etelz their L:marnéirﬂ&.dmr 'Ef.nghe.m

iﬁeldahum-widrmntlonleekeﬂ

% I'Everyohe who farms on the urban
ﬂ-lnge has problents, but in Montgom- '
‘ery County the nuisance problem is ,

culturn{ experimental firma in the

“Wedldn‘tmedtase!therommll
‘blkes,” Harris sald, “We're doing work

whete we're trylng to' control varla-
“hles. If 'someone runs a motorbike on.
" aturf grasy plot, you don't knowhow

totakeuutlntoumt.“
e university runs a sinilar farm
tnUpperHuﬂbmvh Pruleaﬂeoru’s

pment Swallows M d.;Resedréh Farm

..‘}-iwl"

Cmmty, but thera "they :ot a fence
up in time,” Harrls said.
Even a fence wouldn't cure all the

' problems at the Montgomery farm.

“I suppose you could put up a big
fence,” sighed Varano, “But the birds

‘are eveni worse, They're country birds

in' a 'city atmosphere, and they don't

+ have much to pick on so they all hit

us, We have to puf an extra-wide bor-
der around the edge of 'the crops,
They pick the edges first. You could

' ull it cultural eblrtrol." i

_‘Man’b Body FOlllld F Ioatmg in River

'I'hu body of an unideﬁuﬁed white

many approximajely 35t0-40 years old,
was found flosting early mterday in
the ' Little River, -about 200 yards
south of Roosevelt Island, D.C. homi-
cide'detectivessaid, == -
Police sald the man was about

5
teet.'llndhuh!l}welxhadaboutm

_poundtmdmhnorbmwne

shoes, bluajemmdnred.green
and black checkered shirt. An autopsy
will be performed today to determine .

_theexactuuneat’duth.'rhemah

hldbeendeadtrmnthruta

- ddys, police said,

According to police, the ‘mah was
toundlhortlyaﬁerﬂn.m.bylmn'
fishing near Roosevelt Island.
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Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility
Barn, c. 1940. (by ccCC)

Exterior.
E. Coxe 11/79
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Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility
Barn, c. 1940 by ccCC.

Interior: cabinets & fittings
E. Coxe 11/79
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Cherry Hill Agricultural Research Facility
Barn, c. 1940 by CcCC.

(w/ cooler facilities for vegetable
storage)

E. Coxe 11/79







: Cherry Hil1 Agricultural Facility
Cottage, C. 1940 by ccC.

E. Coxe 11/79
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- Cherry Hill Agricultural Facility
 Auxiliary storage buildings, c. 1940 by CCC.

~ E. Coxe 11/79




