
Survey No.M35-i9 

·Ma,ryland Historical Trust 
. ~ State Historic Sites Inventory form 

Magi No• 16 0 8 6 6 5 6 0 4 

DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

_h_is_to_r_ic __ ~W=illiam Dowling House (Graceland) 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6542 80th St. _ not for publication 

city, town Cabin John __ vicinity of congressional district 7th 

state Maryland county Montgomery 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district -- public 
Z building(s) ~ private 
__ structure _ both 
__ site 

object 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
-K-no 

Present Use 
____ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
-·- government 
____ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
___ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Theodore P. & Elizabeth Hahn 

street & number 6542 SO th St. telephone no.: 

city, town Cabin John state and zip code Md., 20034 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 4086 

street & number folio 282 

city, town Rockville state Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 

date 
1976 x x 

__ federal ___ state __ county ____ local 

,--1epository for survey records 
Park Historian's Office 

city, town Rockville 
state 

Md. 
--------~ 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

~ Altered 

0 Good r;J Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltored 

(Check One) 

0 Detorioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ~ iDOR!GlNAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved lit Original Site 

The house is a two story, frame building with a 

five bay main {south) facade. The central doorway has side-

lights and a transom light. The windows are 6/6 double 

hung sash with narrow architraves. At the east end, there 

are two internal end chimneys and on the west end, one 

internal chimney. The boxed cornice is supported by 

brackets; every fourth bracket is large, while the small 

brackets resemble console blocks. A pedimented two-story 

portico has been added across the facade$ 
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a. Significance Survey No. lvf :3s-~17 

Perioct Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
t __ prehistoric 
"_ 1400-1499 

,.,.,-.,_ 1500-1599 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture -- education -- military -- social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_x:. 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

__ art __ engineering ·-music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates circa. 1866 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 

A B 

Level of Significance: national 

C D 

C D 

state 

E F G 

local 

Prepare both a sumrn.ary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The William Dowling farmhouse is significant as an example of vernacular 
farm architecture typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the mid­
nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. The house was probably built 
by Wi.lliam Dowling between 1866 and 1871.1 William purchased the land, 202 1/2 
acres of "Carderock," on which his house was built in January of 1866 for $4657.00 
from Joseph Gustavus White. Whi~had owned all of what is now referred to as 
Cabin Joh~ Park.2 William ran a large dairy farm, naming it "Graceland" after 
his daughter.3 The entire area was nothing but large farms such as William 
Dowling's till way after the turn of the century. 

The house was put up for sale in 1872. It was advertised as 202 acres located 
on the Conduit Rd and the road leading from the old paper mill to the seven locks, 
1/4 miles from the canal. The property was improved by a new frame house contain­
ing twelve rooms, and all the necessary outbuildings.5 The property was sold to 
Charles and Mary Clagett who later sold it for $2000.00 to Thomas Dowling, William's 
brother, in 1885 (Thomas and his wife, Amanda, already owned a large amount of 
land adjacent to this property).6 

When Amanda Dowling died in March of 1910 (predeceased by her husband, Thomas) 
her house was placed under the guardianship of her two sons, Benjamin and Harry, 
to maintain and later sell, div~ding the proceeds amongst her children, as direct­
ed by Amanda's will.7 They sold the house in April of 1911 to William T. Perry.8 
Perry sold the property to the American Land Co., Inc. who then sold the house 
on 4.223 acres (later developing the rest of the land) in 1919 after which time 
the house passed through a succession of owners. 

The house was purchased in August of 1943 by Royal and Grace Carlock.8 They 
remodeled the house, adding the two story portico which now covers the facade of 
the house.9 The Carlocks lived in the house for many years. In March of 1970, 
Royal died at which point the executors of his will (Suburban Trust Co. and his 
heirs, a wife and four children) sold the house to Theodore and Elizabeth Hahn, 
the present owners.10 

see attachment sheet A for the footnotes 
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attach~ent sheet A 

1 The date given is based on the dnte that the land was purchased (1/1866) 
and the date that the advertisement of the sn1e of their "new" house apneared 
(2/1872). 

2Deed EBP 2/556, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

3
Edith Armstrong, Cabin John Community, n./.. 

4Elizabeth Kytle, Time Was, Cahin John Cit i ;>;('DS Assoc., 197fi. Norm;-m Touney 
on Cabin John in 1910, p.15. 

5sentinel, Feb. 23,1872. 

6need EBP 36/246, Mont. ~o. Land Records. 

7will HCA 8/316, Mont. Co. Register of Wills. 

Sneed 222/110, Mont. Co. Land Records. 

9Norman Touney, p.15. 

lOwill WES 7006 338, Mont. Co. Register of Wills. 
Deed 4086/282, Mont. Co. Land Records. 



- -·- --------·-------- ·---·---- ----·-------

, 9. Mal!?r Bib!iogr'!phical Ref!!!:_!!.!:.~s Survey No. /1~ 35~/~ 
Mont. Co. Land Records 
Mont. Co. Register of Wills 
Edith Armstrong, Cabin John Community 
Time Was, Norman Touney, Cabin John in 1910. 

Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _2_. 8_7_a __ c_r_e_s __ _ 

Quadrangle name------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I 
Zone Easting 

c Li.JI..._ .__I ..___ ............ 
E LLJ ._I ..... I_._....__ 
G LLJ .__I ..._I .........__......_. 

I I I I I 
Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Bw 
Zone 

oLLJ 
F LLJ 
H LU 

Quadrangle scale 

·; 
' 

I I I I I I I I l 
Easting Northing 

I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

list all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

I I 

L J 
I 
I 

11. Form Prepared By /"""""' __________ ......, ____________ _,,,......, ________________ ~~----~~~~._,. ..... _,.,......, ____ ~~~~~-
rnll me/ t ltl e Catherine Crawford 

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Preservation Comm. date 1/83 
----

street & number telephone 

city or town Rockville state Md• 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of N..aryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The f:iurvey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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/~(/ ?6k;5"6tJJ/ #3 5-19 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

$TREET ANO NUMBER: 

6542 80th Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cabin John 
STATE COUNTY: 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

0 District -~ Suilding 0 Public: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure 12:.1 Private 

0 Object 0 Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa ,Appropriate) 

0 #,gric;ulturol 0 Government 0 
0 Commercial 0 Industrial Ii'.!! 
0 Educational 0 Military 0 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

O Bein; Considered 

Pork 

Private Reaidence 

Religious 

Montgomery Count Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Rockville 
itle Reference of Curr 

TITl..E OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 Stat• 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR ET AND NUMBER: 

Cl.TY OR TOWN: STATE: 

IC;} Occupied Yes: 

0 Unoccupied 0 R .. trlc:ted 

0 Preservation work 0 Unreatricted 

In progress 

0 T1'ansportotion 

0 Other (Specify) 

D County 

~ No 

0 local 



11:35-11 

0 Good D Foir 0 Excelfent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) (Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Uncltered 0 Moved ~ Original Site 

OESCRl&E THE PRESENT "'~c ORIGINAL (ff lcnown) PHYSICAL APPEAR AM CE 

The house is a two story, frame building with a 

five bay main (south) facade. The central doorway has side-

lights and a transom light. The windows are 6/6 double 

hung sash with narrow architraves. At the east end, there 

are two internal end chimneys and on the west end, one 

internal chimney. The boxed cornice is supported by 

brackets; every fourth bracket is large, while the small 

brackets resemble console blocks. A pedimented two-story 

portico has been added across the facade. 
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PERIOD (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

O Pre·Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15fh Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE{S) (11 Applicable •nd Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginaf 0 Education 

O Pr.historic 0 Engineering 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

D Architecture 0 Londscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 c--c• 0 Literature 

0 Communicotions 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Politico! 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia l/Humon· 

ltorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

·o Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

William Dowling purchased the land in 1866; the house 

was built after that date, most probably by 1870. 
v ~ 
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LATITUDE ANO L.ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 

.... ·.·· ·······-:.:··.. :::: ~:;:: 

·.·.·.:-:-:::::::;:::::;·::;;;;:-:=· 

L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGIT1JDE COORDIN•TES 
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

--,,...-,...-~~~~,...-~~,...-..-,...-~~~~~--~........jRr-,...-~~-:-,...-~o-F __ L._E_s_s __ T_H,A~N~T-E_N __ A_c_R_E_s,...-____ ~,...---~ 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE t.ATITUOE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds- Degrees Mint.ties Seconds 
NW 
NE 
SE 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 

0 ., 
}.·~ ;. ... 

0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

~Acreage Justification: 
I 

i 
:j 

NAME AND TITL.E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 10 Sept 74· 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Geer ia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sprin Mar land 

).~!,State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use On,1 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State 0 Local O 

Signature 
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l~n ... ..:: boWL/N 6 HcMse ( GfACtL,,"4l>) 

LOCA f ;0N ~~'12. Som 'St. CA6l#l 3DHN. M.( 

FACADE S 

PHOTO TAKEN 1f 1of7f tkDWV6e. 


