
M: 35-23 
ACHS SUMMARY FORl"\1 .. 

Name Cabin John Hotel Gas House 
. .. 

~--Planning Area/Site Number 35/23 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 20 ~­

G-13 4. Address MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John 

5. Classification Summary 

Category building 
Ownersh1P~~P~U=b=1=1~·c=-~~~~~~~~~-
Public Acquisition ___ ~~~~~~~~-
Status unoccupied 
Accessible--'!~.....-~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Present use Park 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal~_State ___ County]l_Local~-
Historic Sites Inventory 1976 

6. Date 1880-1895 7. Original Owner Joseph & Rosa 
Bobinger: 

8. Apparent Condition 

C original site 
·--~~---~~~~~~~~~ 

b. altered 
~ 

Description: The gas house is a small, square brick building with an A-roof. 
~The cornice, consisting of three courses of bricks projecting from the plane 
. of the wall, is returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment. The 

double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame, are framed below a 
segmentally arched opening of three courses of headers. The doors were 
widened early in the buildings existence; the brick arch reveals the first 
width of the entrance. · 

' 

The gas house originally had a jointed tin roof. Each of the two 
windows on the west wall contained four separately opening sash windows, 
designed and installed for a more accurate regulation of the building 
.ventil-ation. 

10. Significance: The gas house is the only structure remaining of the Cabin John 
Hotel resort complex. A tavori te wate·ring hole ·of prominant Washingtonians, 
especially during the 20 year period between 1890 and 1910, the hotel ~as 
begun in 1873 and added to over the years. It burned to· the ground in 1931. 

The gas house was part of a group of outbuildings across the road from 
the hotel itself. Except for the .gas house, all were of frame construction-­
stab~es, storage sheds, groom's quarters and an ice house. The gas house 
manufactured carbide gas, used primarily for illumination. Large drums of 
calcium carbide, brought in from Washington, were emptied into a hopper atop 
the gas-producing mechanism inside the building. The carbide then filtered 
down into a tank of water, and on contact with the water, generated carbide 
gas. This was piped across the road to the Hotel. . 

It is not known exactly when the gas house was constructed. Howeverl an · 
~ 1895 photograph of the front porch of the hotel shows gas lanterns estab ishing 

th_e us.e of' the k!as house bv 18Qtl. · · 
lJ,-Uat;e res'=!a:rrc11ecr an<l resea-rcnWFall 1978 Mark Wals+on. · . 10 . u 

Canuyii.eed -Architectura escnp on 

13. Date Compiled 12/78 14. Designation I 
Approval_ . 

12. Compiler Gail Rothrock 

l! 

I 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 35/23 

Magi_ # 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Cabin John Hotel Gas House 
AND/OR COMMON 

. flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

. Mac Arthur Blvd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Cabin John _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT XPUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X....BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE :lt_uNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X.NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Maryland-National Capital Park 
STREET & NUMBER 

and Planning Commission 
CITY. TOWN 

""!!!!!!~---.: xSil ver Spring - VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1sTRY oF DEEDs,ETc. Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

8 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Moptiomery 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE 

. _COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY XoTHER Vacant 

Telephone #: 565-7401 

Liber #: 562 
Folio #: 354 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL X.STATE X.COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
6700 Needwood Road 

Derwood 
STATE 

Maryland 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X.Gooo 
_fAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ZALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The gas house is a small, square brick building with an A-roof. The 
The cornice, consisting of three courses of bricks projecting from the 
plane of the wall, is returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment. 
The double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame, are framed 
below a segmentally arched opening of three courses of headers. 

The gas house originally had a jointed tin roof. Each of the two 
windows on the west wall contained four separately opening sash windows, 
designed and installed for a more accurate regulation of the building's 
ventilation. The front doors of the gas house were altered early in the 
building's existence. The work was performed by Will Austin, a local 
handyman, living near what is today Pyle Jr. High on Wilson Lane, who was 
hired with some frequency by the Bobingers. The entranceway on the main, 
or southern, facade of the building was widened by Austin, and the original 
doors were retained by adding pieces to the inner edges in order to service 
the enlarged opening. The first width of the entrance is evidenced by 
the brick arch over the doors, these doors being the originals incorporated 
by Austin to fit the extended passageway. Green was the primary color of 
the gas house woodwork. The hole in the south wall of the building was 
put in ca. 1920 by Harry Bobinger, to admit water pipes when the gas house 
was converted into a spring house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

X1800-1899 ~COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS J':iNDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES lSBO-lSgs BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This small brick edifice, located on the grounds of the Cabin John 
Recreation Center _ is today the only structure remaining of the magni­
ficent resort complex known as the Cabin John Hotel. The hotel, begun 
by Joseph and Rosa Bob1nger in 1873, and expanded and elaborated upon 
over the years, enjoyed its greatest popularity during the last decade 
of the 19th and first decade of the 20th century~ a period of gracious 
living commonly referred to as the "Gay Nineties 1

• The Bobingers' 
establishment proved to be a favored 11 watering hole" of the period's best 
known Washington politicos, and featured such as popular entertainers 
as Ignace Paderewski and John Philip Sousa. The hotel burned to the 

~~round in 1931. 
The 9 3/4 acre parcel, north of the "Conduit Road 11

, on which the gas 
house is situated, was purchase.d by Joseph and Rosa Eobinger from Thomas 
Dowling on January 22, 1880. {l) The subject building stood amidst a 
gathering of outbuildings across the road from the hotel itself. This 
grouping consisted of stables, storage sheds, groom's quarters, an ice 
house, and the gas house. All other struetures were of frame construction. 
It is. not known exactly when the gas house .was erected. However, a 
photograph of the front porch of the hotel, dated October 14, 1895, shows 
in detail -the mantles at the gas lanterns used to light up the porch, which 
exhibits the presence and performance of the gas house by the year 1895. 

The gas house manufactured carbide gas, which was used primarily for 
illumination purposes. Large drums of calcium carbide, brought in from 
Washington, were emptied into a hopper atop the gas producing mechanism 
inside the building. The carbide then filtered down into a tank of water, 
and on contact with the water, generated carbide gas. This was piped 
under Mac Arthur Boulevard to the hotel across the road. The production 
of . gas was. often suspended during· the colder winter days·· due to the 
.f~e,e~ing·of the, water. Every year the.white residue produced by the 
m1:~;b11re was- flushed from the tanks, running down a constructed ditch to 
empty into the Cabin John Creek. The gas house ceased its operation with 
arrival of electricity. 
NOTES 
1. Deed EBP 21/258, Montgomery County Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bobinger, July 10, 1978 
Montgomery County Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SEJ,>AMTE SHEET If NECESSAAY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

NAME /TITLE Candy Reed - .iircbitectu:rciL Descrl_Etio~3 
.~ 

Mark Walston 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails Fall 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELt:t"HUNE 

Box 87P Stronghold 
CITY OR T()WN 

Digkerson 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature·, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe~: 
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 
SUGARLOAF REGlONAL TRAILS 

Box 87, Stronghold 
Dickerson, Md. 20753 

(301) 926-4510 

PS- 1108 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORI<SHEET I" 0 110 '-/to z, 5 

( NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARI<S SERVICE 

NAME .. '• -. . ... ,· . ~ ; ' 
., 

COMMON: . 
AND/Oft HllT0"1C1 

Cabin John Hotel Gas House 
LOCATION . . ,, 

fTftll:£T ANC' NUM8ll:ft1 , 
MacArthur Boulevard 

CITY OA TOWN1 
Cabin John 

fTATE ICOUNTY1 
Maryland Mont.gomery 

CLASSfFICATION . ' .. -... 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Cle.cit 0..) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District QJ Building ti] Pull lie Pvllllc Acqulaltloft: 0 Occuplff 'I'••: 

0 Site 0 $tructUte 0 Ptlvot• 0 11'1 Proc•n f:J Ul'toccuplecl 0 R .. t•lctecl 

0 O"t•ct 0 Both 0 Bell'tt Col'talclerecl 0 Pruervotion work 
0 UrwHtrlctecl 

,,.. ,,.,, ... GJ No 

PftllrSCNT use (CJleclt One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 A9rlculturol 0 c-.,.,-... , 0 Perk 0 Ttonaportollon oco-•l'tte 

0 c.n.-rclol 0 ll'IClustrlel 0 Privet• Reslclel'tce 0 Other (Speclt,) 

0 Eclucoflonol 0 · Mllltory 0 Rell9i°"e Stoi:a.g:e 
0 Entertoll'trnent 0 MvaeUfll 0 Scientific B11j Jdjng 

OWNER OF PROPERTY . .. ' \ ~. 
. ' ~ " .,. 

O'ifNCR0 S NA ... ltt 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
STftEET AHO NUM8Cft1 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY Oft TOWN1 

lnA~:rvland I _fillver_ Spring 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

' ' • . W...! 
~OURTHOUSE. ftll:GISTftY OF DEEDS. II: TC : 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STftCET ANO NUM8Eft: . 

CITY OR TOWNt I STATE I Rockville Maryland 
ritle Reference of Curront: noon (Bnnlr & Pa. *) : 

l't' REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ,. ~-f~ 
TITLE OF 9URYaY1 

NnnP 
DATE orr •uftYltY1 0 Feclerol 0 Stal• 0 Coul'tty 0 Locol 
D•PO•ITORY rroft fUftY•Y RECOftOll 

ITft.:ltT ANO NUM8ltft1 

CITY Oft TOWN1 l'TATCt I 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

i1) Altered 

!Zil Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT, -to ORIGINAL (lt known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruina 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 MoHd m Original Site 

The gas.house is a small, square brick building 

with an A-roof. The cornice, consisting of three courses 

of bricks projecting from the plane of the wall, is 

returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment. The 

double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame, 

are framed below a segmentally arched opening of three 

courses of headers. 
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PERIOD (ClrecJr One or More •a Appropriete) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th C.ntury 

O 15th Century 0 17th C.ntury 

SPECIFIC OATE{S) (If Applicable •ndKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (ClrecJr One or More ea Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Educoti-

0 Prehistoric O En9ineerift9 

0 Historic O Industry 

D Agricvltu,. 

D Architecture 

D An 

D Commerce 

D Cammunicati ons 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

1£!1 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human• 

itorian 

Theater 

Trans portatian 

0 20th Century _ 

0 Url>an Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

PS-7011 
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. ···•·••·•·•·•·1S: 
'LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE C.00~~1~~:;.~~ 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

1--~~--..--~~~~~~~~--..--~~~~~~~~~Ri--~~~~~~o_F~L_E_s_S~T_H~ArN~T_E_N--'A~C~R~E~s;.._ __ ~~~~4 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes· Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

cw 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

!Acreage Justification: 
.! 

'i 
I 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christooher Owens - P::i...-"k- Hi.,..~+.,.... .... ., ;:in 

ORGAN I ZA T10N 

MNCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 - "' 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Sorina 

0 0. 

IDATE 

10 Seot 74 

I 
~State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 
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POR1'R.\JT AND BTOGRA PllfCAJ, RECORD. 

l ni\'crsity ofl\faryl:rnd. He i111111cdintcly opc11c1I 
;in office in Spcn0cr\'ill<', :-.tn11tgl)mcrr l'Outlly. 

and ~.we hi:- wlwlc nllcntirm to l1is pro(cs-.ion. 
Tn 1SS5 he rcmo\·ctl \o nnw'-'ondllc, anti there 
continued lhc practice of the hcnliug nrt, which 
he hns w>t nb:mdoucd entirely. though of late 
years he hn::i dc\'Olcd hi111sdf chiclly to cdt11::1· 
til)11nl work. ITc is still l':lllt'<l into co11:mltntio11 
with his l>rothcr·physici:w.-i, who greatly \'nluc 
hi:; opinion nml cxperien~c. He is c1uite iudc· 
pl ndcul in bis pllliticnl idcns, r1111l while he usu· 
nlly \'oles the D~mocrntic ticket, he dot-s not foci 
bound to the pnrtr. He is an nssodntc editor of 
//, •1'r Ad:•t>rol~. pul>tbhcu in \'irginia, in the in· 
ten:~~ts of the Hatitist deno111inntion. In 1880 
the doctor w:u; nrclnintd 11 111i11is1e1 c1f the Dnpti~t 
l'li11rd1, .1111l at pre.sent h.1sch:trgl•of four co11grc· 
g.&tio11~. lltough he lws never ncccptt:d n salary, 
:.and dio:chnrges these duties tl1ro11gh genuine luvc 
for the work. 

December ::i1, 1871 1 Dr. \\'atcrs mnrric<\ I•:lln 
0. \"ates, cl;u1ghlcl' of J-:lller Paul W. Yntcs, 
n Bnptii>l 111i11bt~~r of Rnppnhnnnock, Ya. 'l'hc 
chi l c1'ild of this worthv <:oupl<' i\lif'•• \fn!', 
n gifted nnd hcnlllif11I girl, died when about 
t\\cnl} years oltl. Their Jh·iug child1c11 arc as 
follows. Mnry l,c.-<', Pnul Y., Cllnrlcs L .• Anna 
'f., Ltssie B., Lucy G., William C .. S:1111uel D. 
.ll\d H\C'anor. ?.[:n }' is Ull nssrn:iatc teacher ill 

t11c aendcmy. 

~ 
\HIN JOH'\' llIUllGT~ lJOTHL. Nc.11 
th..: !·:·idgc 11 hose nnme it he.trs, this wdl· 
kaow11 l11•tcl OCl"'llJ'ic:> :\ picturc:;t1ne locntfon. 

ii1 l'ulwum: Dbt1 id, '\lo11t,.:;01111 r~ Co1111Ly, :11111 

SC-\'Cn mile:<. from lht! city of \Vn'ihi11gto11. It hns 
r1.i..•·11tl) 1Jcc11 tt•lntilt 1111(! t•nlaq:~t!tl lo twice.· ito; 
fu 1rcr c.11n 1·ity, 11111co11L:ii1111a111:rnl>l·1· of di11i11g 
ru11111s fr1r pnrtic::-, hl'(l.ul \'cr:111il.1· nnimling n 
ti .utiful outlook, :111d n p:1\ ilic111 \\ l11·rl' ('\'cry 
c\•c11i11gn fine orchc~tr,1 furni:o>lu.•:-. 1111L ic. A ton· 
~~rt is:il•q gin·u C\'t ry nrtcr1111011 d11ri11~ the Sl';t· 

:-;1111. E\ .:ry 111odt•r11 c1111n·11il•nt•c i:. lo l.x: fo1111tl 

in the hotel-hot nml i:nlll \\'ntc:r, l·kdric bells, 
ck-ctric li~hts, ckc1 ric fa us, gas. i.lt-nm hcnl :rn1l 
every ncco111111odatio11 forthcco11vcnic11~nml com· 
fort of the guests. lt hns 11'.!cll matlc n l.c:iguc 
J1olcl aml :>p11l'ial nlte11tio11 is paid to cyclwts. 
.\1no11g till' patro11s, who dt in: or ride O\'cr from 
\\'nshington, nri.: celclirntccl 11H'111b1.:rs of t•m1gri..-ss, 
statc.s111c11 nml 11iplo111ats. 'l'hc hotel is conducted 
by the Bollinger Brother.:. Tl1<! chkr <Jf these, 
\\'lllinm H., wns horn in .Mo11~go111c:ry County, 
Fcbru:iry 2, 1863, a son of Joseph and Rosa 
lfohinger. He was educated i11 the local schools 
niul frunt nu early age wns inlc1~stecl iu the hold 
c~t:-tblisllC'd hc1 ~ by his father. IIis fllthcr died 
in ~Iny, iSSt, niul allerwanl he nncl his hruthcr, 
George:, as.c:i..;tc1l l heir mot lll'r :11 the !J11,.i11css. 
011 thu l:ittcr's fit-ath, l>C'ccmhcr .3 t, 1893, they 
succeetlecl to the m:mngemcnl of t!ic pince. 
During the past eight years they ltn\'e mndc con· 
stnnt impro\'PlllCnts, im•csting lnrge :.t1111s au-
1111ally for this purpose. The hotel is surrounded 
with beautiful gro1111cl:.., laid out hy ln11dscnpc 
g::u deners, sloping down to th1: hanks of the 
Pcto:n:ic Rh·c:-, r.:;.~ h..:u. r..1uili1::-. d:.it unri rt1sorl 
for 11\3.11}' months of the ycnr. 'rhis part or the. 
1101.lle ri\·cr furnishes cxccltc11t fo;hing nnd the 
nuglcr may rely upo11 exccllc11t sport during the 
eutirc fishing se.1:>011. The younger brother, 
George, wns h<lfll Xovembcr 9, r865, nml hns 
:;pent his l:lllirc lif1• ltl.!tc. Both '1rnthcrs 111"1.! in· 
tcrcstcd in the work •>i tl;c l1n.:sbytcri:111 Church 
nnd the older one i:; u ).lasc>11, bdo•1gi11g to 1\fonl· 
gc>mery I.odge ~o. 195, .\. F. & A. M., nt Rll< k· 
YillC. 

Cnhi1·1 John hri1lgc, fro111 which the hotel tokes 
iL°' 11a111c, i$ tl1c l.1rv,c:..;t stone nrch l.>1iclge in the 
worlil. It j., lJUilL <ii gr 111ilc, with a :-;cuc~-n :;tone 
C'Opi11g nluug the rc,,11lwny. Tu h!llJ{lli it 111{-:t: urcs 
l~lllt'huwlrcd .md fifty tc<.:t: in heighl, one 111111· 

<lrc<l nnd Ii\ 1· feet. rt ro"t $.'!50,ocx\ .11111 ~tn11tl'l 
uu..;urpa. <>(.-<1 in thl! libtc,ry of hrirlgc l•11ilili11g. 
'l'lu.: urd1 hno; .1 cll·.tr o;priug of two hm11l1t cl a11tl 
Lwcntr fl•ct :'lml ifi twenty fL t limber th 1:1 th.: 
.1rrli of Lhl• Uros\11101 l11id •c>, which ~p.111:-i th1: 
Rh-er Du· nml is 111..·~t in length. It io; 011 the 
line uf thP < c111<\11it r11n1l, cxt1.·111li11g- lro111 tlw 
cat 1it11 I Io lh1-: G 1 en t F., Jls c.f t ltc l'oto1n:w, ti ml 

.) 
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POR'f.RAl',r AND BIOGRAPIUCAI, RECORD. 

wns bui!t uy the govcn11nent; acro<:s Cnbin John 
Crt."l k, which rises nt Rock\•illc null flows foto 
the Poll,mnc n fow lmml1 cu fct;t below the bridge. 
The l.'rccHou or the brjdgc \\':Ip counnentc:cl iu the 
enrJy part of1657. l~rum 'Mny 1861, tinli!July, 
18t'i:i, ncth e "ork ou the bridge QC:t--e<i hy reason 
of Lhc Civil war. J)cC~llllJcr 5, 1863, water was 
turned into tl1c coutluil, bnt lhc bridge itself \~as 
tl'?l rompltlctl until 1864. The pn:rnpet walls 
wetc bullf in 1Si2·;31 prior to which time there 
was onJy a toggunrd fi;>r protcctiou. 'l'hc ct~inccr 
in c:bnrgc of the nq11educt wns Capt. Montgomery 
C. Meigs, Unit~d Stnles'COrps of e11~11ccrs. 

'l'he !ollowiug inscri1\tio11 appe.ir~ .uf1011 the 
.L'lb'lct: 

\\'qshi11gton .1\qn<.>rlucl. 
:Heguu A. n. 1853. President of the Unill..>d States, 

Franklin Pic;rce. 
~ecretnry of War, ---

:Buildiug A. D.1 ,186.J. 
;Frc."idcnt of the U. S. 1 Abrahnm Lincoln. 

Secretary of \\"'nr, Simpn Cnm<:ron. 

W'heu the tnhlet was fin.t put up the mime of 
Jefferscm Davis nppc!!ra<l qs tJ~.rctnry ofwm. hut 
t11is wns .uftcrw:wl erased nt Hie cotnm:utcl of the 
s,..--Cretrtry of the interior. 

Cnhiu John, from whom the bridge a111l hotel 
tnke U1i:ir name, was n picturesque c4nrnclcr of 
cnrJy d:irs. T .. itlle is k11ow11 ab!)ttt ~iim. Ilfs 
life Wl'l sJ,rott<led in my~tety. li C Uad 110 1Jlher 
u:uJ\e tlmil thnt ~f Cnbin Joi.in l>y which he wlis 
kuowu l() others. In his rude cnbin he. had 110 

coinpa111uns ~l\'e fierce d~ He pafiliCd his 
lime iu hitutiug and .fishi!lg, n.nd <'lotht!d himself 
n1most M.llrcly frum the skins of wikl nnimnlc;, 
antl lils priucip:i.1 focuwa1ithcir nr.,"$h. Whilclii:{ 
lifo '\':l!i \did nnd lDncly, ho \HIS cheerful nml 
kin(l :\S su1lcl~11ly ns lie httll npprore1J nt lai~ 
loncl) ht 111c, he llt appcart.-d "(>Ut day, llC1 011~ 
'kni-11 whi~her. His \loss dos~rlc:ll their rut?l:y 
kc•1111c1 ill lhE \llOUlll~in ::;hlc, hi,., cnuin cnunl.>J~d 
nud rdt, und the ouly thing Jc.fl to r~ll his 
11wn1Q1)' wqs the -creek lhnt l>urc his 11u11tl'. 1 Jllr­
~ng the clny11 0£ shl\'ery su1~rhtitiom1 11cgrocs 
tl:tinu .. "tl they oncn St\W lhc ghost of lh,r.: Joll<!ly 
Jll.lll hau11ti11 the 11cighbutl1111.)1l or his tic· 

serted C'11l.>i11. Ju 18z5 lhc following vcr~es were 
fomHl under n gmiu·bin iu an old mill on lhc 
the O.'\Li11 Joh11 Creek. 

"Jolm tif t11e c;ihin,-:\ curious wighl, 
Sprang oul or t111: river one 1\1Ult stqrmy nlgltl; 
I Ic l1uiH n wnnn hut 111 a lonely retn:at, 
And h\·ctl many ycni!' upon fi'!Jcs n111l m1.'11t. 

''\\'l1c11 Ute lnsl lonc rnccoon nn the cr=k he had i;loin, 
Il is :111i1I he j11mpt·1l i11to the rin~r n~ain, 
As no 11:u11c to the: enc\: l.iy lhc :ancieut.s wo.s given, 
It wns CAllCd Cnbin J<>lm n.ncr Jolin ~cr•l to henvcn." 

WII,LIAM 1'HOMPSO,N,dcccascd, wnshorn 
in Montrcnl, Canndn, \\'hen he wns \'Cry 

sm!l.11 his parents dicdj nnd when he was 
clc\·en years of age he nud hi~ brother went to 
Ottrlingtou, Vt., where their gr:mdfatl1cr lived. 
There, nenr the blue wnters of tlint beautiful 
Joke:, Champlain, tl1~y i;11e11t three years, theu 
went to \\'ni.hh1~to11 1 D. C. A few yenra Inter 
they stnrtc<l ia the gas·fittlng and plumbing busi­
ness, in which they were \'Cl)' suCcessfttl nnd 
mncle n fortune. 

Ou rctiru1g- from busiut!SS Mr. 'l'ho111p;;0n p11r­
cl1n'lc<\ n ynlunhlc homestead ucnr Silver Spti118'· 
1l'lii!i prorerty, whi<'l1 wns formerly owned IJy t11~ 
b.mkcr, Georgl' l<.iggs, cout.-iins sc\'cmty acre$ of 
choice lnnd, e111bcllishctl hy tin clcguut rcti;deuce 
(l.ttrnctively Jocalt.'<l in the .center (If the p1nce, 11nd 
conl.ainiug fine fore~1s, heauti(ul drives ;i11Cl 
lnwns. After tbe war he settled here, where 11e 
rcsldcil 1mlil his dt:>nth. For tnnny ycnrn hi.: 
'v11s vkc·prcsidcnl of the M1;lropotitn11 Nntiotnl 
B:ink, of which his broU1er1 John"'·• wns the 
JlJ'.i!Siclc11t for 111a11y yea.rs. 

Near the 1 cginniuti of the wnr Mr. Thomp!\Ort 
mnrrietl Miss Hclcu T,. Nourse, 'lnnghtcr of Jnltn 
R. Nourse, whu WM hom in \\"ti:;hin~-"1011, n. c; • 
nnd spent his ncth·e life nil c;hh:f oi .1 rtivisiou in 
lite tn .. '1lt.11ry dcpnttmc.ul. 11olilic.>ally he \\•15 ii 

stron~~ Rcpuhlk:m n11d 111 religion 'u1s iclentilicif 
with the 1>1t•llbyt1.ria11 Church. I le wns n (lc­
:;c.;-m\aul of Josc-ph Nomi;e, wJm cmigrnlti~l (rn111 
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NAME 

LOCATION 

~e~ C\~~ ~~ ~~ <!..f\<01~ ~Hl:J ~£L-

c...A.e>\~ ~~ ~Q. <!.""f4R. (M-k)<!..\)~) m~ARrHU.r.2. am. 
FACADE ~vJ C!.AQ:,1~ ~H~.hMD. 
PHOTO TAKEN Q/1 ol.,J_ 





~~s--a-3 
NAME S\el<!U- C1fi~ \-\.6(....L~ F°Abm Q.A.e,t~ ~~ \·k:S'\£l-

LOCATION e.~. ~~ . ~£.t.Yf£.'2-(m-~l!.P~)t'Y\Q.~0..<2. P.::>t..l)~ .) 
FACADE Sw c.11l?>\t-) ~~t.J , V'Y\~-

PHOTO TAKEN o/t o(I to.\ 

VY\ . ~E:..'2-





.:U. ~s -~~ NAME ;~ t-\ou.s£. ( Q,~< ~9 1"°oV2...t.J ~~) 
LOCATION C..A~t~ ~\J R~. C.'\~ . (m~t.J<!.PP(!.) f'f1- l\'2.ilkl.Q. '2>LU~. 1 
FACADE 5W C+:te:,\ U ~~\..).,M~ . 
PHOTO TAKEN o/1 of?c..\ 

fv'\ . ()~f2-


