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ACHS SUMIVIARY FORM . S

. Name Cabin John Hotel Gas House

. Planning Area/Site Number 35/23 ‘3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 20 .

: G-1
i, Address MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John 3

~

5. Classification Summary

Category___ building
Ownership__ _public
Public Acquisition v
Status unoccupied
Accessible__no
Present use Park S

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal___State__ CountyX Iocal_

Historic Sites Inventory 1976

6. Date 1880-1895 7. Original Owner Joseph & Rosa
‘ Bobinger:
8. Apparent Condition T
a.___good c. original site
b.___altered

Dgscrigt;gn The gas house 1s a $small, square brick building with an A-roof,
"~ .. The cornice, consisting of three courses of bricks projecting from the plane

‘ of the wall, is returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment. The
double doors, with dlagonal boarding in a heavy frame, are framed below a
segmentally arched opening of three courses of headers. The doors were
widened early in the buildings existencej; the brick arch reveals the first
width of the entrance. .

The gas house originally had a jointed tin roof. BEach of the two
windows on the west wall contained four separately opening sash windows,
designed and installed for a more accurate regulation of the building
ventilation.

10, Significance: The gas house is the only structure remaining of the Cabin John
-, Hotel resort complex., A favorite watering hole -of prominant Washingtonians, .
especially during the 20 year period between 1890 and 1910, the hotel was
begun in 1873 and added to over the years. It burned to the ground in 1931.
The gas house was part of a group of outbuildings across the road from
the hotel itself. Except for the gas house, all were of frame construction--
stabdes, storage sheds, groom's quarters and an ice house. The gas house
manufactured carbide gas, used prlmarlly for illumination. Large drums of
calecium carbide, brought in from Washington, were emptied into a hopper atop
the gas~producing mechanism inside the building. The carbide then filtered
down into a tank of water, and on contact with the water, generated carbide
gas. This was piped across the road to the Hotel.
It is not known exactly when the gas house was constructed. However, an -
7™ 1895 phetograph of the front porch of the hotel shows gas lanterns estabilshing
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DESCRIPTION M.35-33

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X _oRIGINAL SITE
Xcoop —-RUINS ZaLterep —MOVED-  DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The gas house is a small, square brick building with an A-roof. The
The cornice, consisting of three courses of bricks projecting from the
plane of the wall, is returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment.
The double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame, are framed
below a segmentally arched opening of three courses of headers.,

The gas house originally had a jointed tin roof. Each of the two
windows on the west wall contained four separately opening sash windows,
designed and installed for a more accurate regulation of the building's
ventilation. The front doors of the gas house were altered early in the
building's existence. The work was performed by Will Austin, a local
handyman, living near what is today Pyle Jr. High on Wilson Lane, who was
hired with some frequency by the Bobingers. The entranceway on the main,
or southern, facade of the building was widened by Austin, and the original
doors were retained by adding pieces to the inner edges in order to service
the enlarged opening. The first width of the entrance is evidenced by
the brick arch over the doors, these doors being the originals incorporated
by Austin to fit the extended passageway. Green was the primary color of
the gas house woodwork. The hole in the south wall of the building was
put in ca, 1920 by Harry Bobinger, to admit water pipes when the gas house
was converted into a spring house,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B} SIGNIFICANCE M.35-23
e
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/ZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART —ENGINEERING —MuUSIC — THEATER
.}_{1 800-1899 }(_COMM ERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT . PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION

—-1800- —COMMUNICATIONS

XINDUSTRY

—_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

——OQOTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT

1880-1895 _

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small brick edifice, located on the grounds of the Cabin John
Recreation Center = 1s today the only structure remaining of the magni-
ficent resort complex known as the Cabin John Hotel. The hotel, begun
by Joseph and Rosa Bobinger in 1873, and expanded and elaborated upon
over the years, enjoyed its greatest popularity during the last decade
of the 19th and first decade of the 20th cent‘;uryf a perlod of gracious
living commonly referred to as the "Gay Nineties'. The Bobingers'
establishment proved to be a favored "watering hole" of the period's best
known Washington politicos, and featured such as popular entertainers
as Ignace Paderewski and John Philip Sousa. The hotel burned to the

T ypround in 1931. :

The 9 3/4 acre parcel, north of the "Conduit Road", on which the gas
house is situated, was purchased by Joseph and Rosa Bobinger from Thomas
Dowling on January 22, 1880. (1) The subject building stood amidst a
gathering of outbuildings across the road from the hotel itself. This
grouping consisted of stables, storage sheds, groom's quarters, an ice
house, and the gas house. All other structures were of frame construction.
It is not known exactly when the gas house was erected. However, a
photograph of the front porch of the hotel, dated October 14, 1895, shows
in detail the mantles of the gas lanterns used to light up the porch, which
exhibits the presence and performance of the gas house by the year 1895,

The gas house manufactured carbide gas, which was used primarily for
illumination purposes. Large drums of calcium carbide, brought in from
Washington, were emptied into a hopper atop the gas producing mechanisnm
inside the bullding. The carbide then filtered down into a tank of water,
and on contact with the water, generated carbide gas. This was piped
under-Mac Arthur Boulevard to the hotel across the road. The production

* of gas was often suspended during the c¢older winter days due to the
freezing of the water. Every year the white residue produced by the
mixstre was flushed from the tanks, running down a construected ditech to
empty into the Cabin John Creek. The gas house ceased its operation with
arrival of electricity. ’

NOTES
1. Deed EBP 21/258, Montgomery County Land Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Interview with Mr. and Mrs, Harry Bobinger, July 10, 1978
Montgomery County Land Records
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EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE . COUNTY
EElFORM PREPARED BY o .
NAME / FITLE Candy Heed - Architectuxal Descriptiom =

Mark Walston

" DATE

ORGANIZATION

g4 Fall 1978
STREET & NUMBER e LerrONE
Box 8 ronghold Qp6")iﬁ10
CiTY OR TOWN _ STATE
Rickerson : ‘ Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature; to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement. :

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe=:"
ment of individual property rights.

SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS

. Box 87, Stronghold
ate Circle pjckerson, Md. 20753

L , (301) 926-4510

RETURN TO:

PS- 1108



: __ Mi35-23

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET /40 ¥704462<

NOMINATION FORM
for the 7
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

— -

AND/OR HISTORIC:
Cab.'l.n John Homl Gas House
: EOCATION s STIE e s e e el LRl ety
" STREET ANC MUMBER: ’
MacArthur Boulevard
p—- CITY OR TOWMN:
| Cabin John g
STATE COUNTY!: .
Maryland Montgomery ;
1 @WFIC&TIO“ P i g L e A b i B e 5 Dl A W gl
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
N (Check One) DI atis TO THE PUBLIC l
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- in progress El No
15 PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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i [0 Commercial O industriel [0 Private Residence ] Other (Specity)
. [ Educetional [0 Milirary [ Religious
o [ Entertoinment O Museum [ Scientific
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: (Check On;) ‘
{3 Excelient Good {3 Fuir {T] Deteriorated [J Ruins [ -Unexposed

FONDITIDN (Check One) (Check One)

5 Altered O Uncltered [ Moved @ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE FRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The gas. house is a small, square brick building
with an A-roof. The cornice, consisting of three courses
6f bricks projecting from the plane of the wall, is
returnea into the gable ends to suggest a pediment, The
double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame,'
are framed below a segmentally)arched opening of three

courses of headers.
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SEE
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—
RM PREPARED |
ME AND TiTLE:
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZA TION DATE
MNCPPC 10 Sept 74
STREET AND NUMBER: S
| 8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOwN: : STATE
Silver Spring Maryland
State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)
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CABN ToHA BRIDGE

M.35-23

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAIL, RECORD, 767

University of Maryland, Heimmedintely opened
an office in Spencerville, Montgomery County,
and gave his whale attention to his profession,
In 1385 he removed to Dawsouville, and there
continned the practice of the healing art, which
hic has not abandoned entirely, though of late
years he has devoted himself chiefly to educa-
tional work. He is still called into cousnltation
with his brother-physiciaus, who greatly valpe
his opinion and experience, He is rguite inde-
pendent in his political ideas, and while he usu-
ally votes the Democratic ticket, he does not feel
bouud to the party. He is an associate editor of
Zivn's Advocale, published in Virgiunia, in the in-
terests of the Baptist denomination. In 1880
the doctor was ordained a minister of the Daptist
charch, and at present has charge ol four congre-
gations, though he has never accepted a salary,
and discharges these duties throngh genuine love
for the work.

December 21, 1871, Dr. Waters married Tilla
0. VYates, daughter of Elder Paul W, Yates,
a Daptist minister of Rappabannock, Va. The
cldest child of this worthy couple, Afice May,
a giited and benutiful girl, died when about
twenty years old.  Their lving children are as
follows: Mary [ee, Paul Y., Charles L., Auna
T., Lessie B., Lucy G., William C., Samupel D,
and Elcanor, Mary is an associate teacher in
the academy. '

,ﬁl
i

ARIN JOHN BRIDGE HOTEL, Near
the bridge whose name it hears, this well-
known hetel occupies a picturesque location,

it Potonne Distiict, Montgomery Connty, and
seven miles from the city of Washington. It has
recently been rebuilt and enlarged lo twice its
[urmer capavity, and contains a nnmber of dining
rooms for parties, broad werandas affording a
beautiful ontloak, and n  pavilion where cvery
eveninga [ine orchestra furnishes musie, A con-
cert isalso given every alternoon Jduring the sea-
son.  LBvery sodern copvenience is to be ol

—y o r— -

| ittt a ST

in the hotel—hot and cold water, eleetrie bells,
electric lights, clectrie fans, gas, steam heat and
every accotimeodation for theconvenience and com-
fort of the guests, It has been made a League
hotel and special attention is paid to cyclists,
Among the patrons, who drive or ride over from
Washington, are celehrated members of congress,
statesmen and diplomats. The hotel is conducted
by the Bobinger Brothers, The elder of these,
William I, was boru in Montgomery County,
Febrnary 2, 1863, a son of Joseph and Rosa
Bohinger, He was educatad in the loeal schools
and from an early age waos interested in the hotel
established here by his father.  His father died
in May, 1881, and afterward he and his brother,
George, assisted their mother in the bnsiness,
On the latter's death, Degember 31, 1893, they
succeeded to the management of the place.
During the past eight years they have made con-
stant improvements, investing large sums an-
nually for this purpose. The hotel is surrounded
with beautiful grounds, laid out by landscape
gardeners, sloping down to the banks of the
Potomas River, and haie funilies visit nnd resort

for mun§ months of the year. This part of the,

noble river fumishes excellent fishing and the
angler may rely upon excellent sport during the
eutire fishing season. The younger brother,
George, was born November g, 1865, and has
spent his entire life heve,  Both bhrothers arein-
terested in the work of the Presbyterian Church
and the olderone is a Mason, belonging to Mont-
gomery Lodge No. 195, A. F. & A. M., at Rock-
ville, '

Cabin Johin bridge, from which the hotel takes
ity unmc.?g the largest stone arel Lridge in the
world, Ttis built of granite, with a Sencen stone
caping nlong the rondway.  Inlength it measures
four hundred and fifty feet; in height, one hun-
drediand five feet. It cost $250,000 and stands
unsurpassed o the history of bridge building,
‘I'lie arch has a clear spring of two hundred and
twenty feet and is twenty feet longer than the
arely of the Grosyvenor bridee, which spans the
River Dee and is next in length. It is on the
lne of the conduit rond, extending from the
capital to the Great Ifulls of the Potomae, and

ficl
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was bullt by the. Lovemment, across Cahln John
" Creck, which rises at Rackyille ‘and flows into
the Potomag a-few hundred feet below the bridge.

" The crection of the bridge wum:mmcﬂl i the
i'early part of 1857.° From May, 1861, until July,

. 1862, active v?orl: o the bﬂdgc ceased by reason

of the Civil, war ,,I)ccembcr‘s, 1863, water was

" turned futp thg conidait, but tﬁc bridge itself was
1 met completed wntil 1864. The parapet walls

were built in, 187273, prior to witich time there

hrigs was oitlyafog guard for P"‘“m" Theenginser
) * -'m ‘_h;u-ge of the dqueduct wasgaptg @{uutgomﬂy

43 Meigs, United Stalcscbmtof,ehgmm 2
“The. fxﬂlomng mﬂcriptmr appanr; uan thc

,tnh!et- B . : -

G Wna'hm&,ton J\queducf 0

' Beg.uu A.D, 1853,  Presidént of the United ! State,s.

i A Pranklin Piewce,
4. - Secretary of War, l=———e’'_

j" . all B Bu'ldula' A, Dq Im =1

I’rcmdcntof the U. S.; ﬁ.hmhmr,hmoln. :
% 'Secrﬁar}- ol War. quﬂm ll‘-lmemn :

When the tablet was first pu: up the name of

“

' ~ Jefferson Davis appeatad as secretary of war, but
thia was afterward erased at the wmmand of the

sctret;m of the interior. |7
Cabin John, from’ whont the bndgg nnel lotel
take their pame,. was a plctureﬂque character of

. early dags. Little is kuown: about. fhmi’ “ His

dife was shirouded i i my stery, He bad no .oLhe:
_name; that that of Cabin John by which fie whs
I his rode bqhiu fle. had no |
companigns save fierce dogs. 'He passed ' his .
tinie in ]suntjug and fishing, and clothed himself
aliost putirely from the skins of wild animals,
~and his prineipal fom.\waa thelr fesh,  While hiis

wlife was vl and lonely, Im was checrful and

kind, ! x\€ sudtlcn!; as he hml nppearcd at, hﬁ
Tonely” ‘hatie,. he disappeared; one day, no-ong
engw v.hir.iw:r. His dogs d&arlml their rocky .
hy *kcmlcl fuhe monotain sidet hmcabin eriymbled
and Tell, untl the auly thing: léft o rml! his
- amenioby was the ereck that bore liis unmi' Dur-

PORTRAI'I‘ AND BiOGRAPHICAL RECORD

"'Wﬁ_cn the Imhn:’rﬁmgau.oa the creek he lind slain, 3

It is said he juniped into the river ngain, o |
Asno fane to the ereck by the ancients was given, Y
lt.mc-fled ‘Cabin John t!\ujohn “n! to huven." : ki
kT S TR T B A S A
' e ,@ U e e Mgl e TR e ot
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. by “""":;!\'ﬂ—'—ﬁ ! I EAER " _':‘

. 4 ¢ ’ \ .
ILLIAM THOMPSON,deceased, wasborn (0.0

- devcn')am of age be ‘and his hrother went to
- Burlington, Vt., where thieir grandfather lived.

, resided until his death,
s vice-president of the Metropolitan Natiopal
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serted cnbm In 1825 the ﬁ)llo\vmg verses were |
found under a g:rmu-bm iq an old mill on lhe -
the Oablu John Creek: VR

1 Jahn h{ the cabin,—a mrhus wighl. -
" Sprang out of the river one dark stormy night;
e built 5 warm hat in a tonely retreat,
And lived many years upon fishes and weat,

-1 ST

in Montreal, Canada,;’ When Iig: was very ooy i
. small his parents die‘d; and when he was s

-

-3

There, near the blue watérs of that beautiful
lake, Ghampi:un. they spent three years, then
went to Washington, D. C. A few yvears later

LS g A It
L E R e R

they started in the gas-fitting and plumbing busi- e 1
ness, i which they were vm'y succemful and &
~made a fortune. ; i85
On retiring from business Mr. ’I‘hmnpson pm'- 63 4
chased & valuable homestead near Silver Spring.” i & ii
This praperty, which was formerly owned by the T
.bsml:er. George Riggs, cfmtmus severtty acregof ol 4 "i

" chioice tand, embellished By an' elegant résidence
(attractively Jocated in the centerof the place, and - :
containing fine. forests, beautiful drives and | 4 o1
dawns,  After the war he settled here, where Be £
For many years he ’

Hank, of which his brol.her. ]olm W., was lhc L
pnnsidem for many years,' SR
Near the beginning of the wmr Mr 'Phnrn;mon .
married Miss Helen I, ’\Tourse, danghterof juhn
R. Neurse, who was born i in Washington, D. €,
and spent his getive life as chief of 4 division in’
the. tredsiry dcpnrlmeul I’olrllr.aily he wis a

4 angthe dﬁ}ﬂ of slavery Bullefﬂlihoml negroes Strunyg R"-‘publiuu and in religion was identificd
TR el I.hey often saw the ghost of the lonely ™ with ‘e’ Presbyterinn Churel.. Ie was a de- oy
t man hnuntuls’ lhe m.lglsburiurntl uf his de- 1§¢¢udaul of Joseph Noutse,, who emigml_ul from
s "'I(-: $ p m. 1-"1!»
A : ] p '-'.- j:
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