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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

0 Di•trict Ill Bu!ldln9 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

Baltzley Castles 

Glen Echo 

0 Public 

m Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public: Acquisition: 

O In Process 

O Being Considered 

~··~~~~~~--~~~L-~~~~~~_._~~~~~~~ 

STATUS 

II Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Pra1er11ation wor·k 
In progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Raatric:ted 

D UnrHlrlcted 

II No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
~· ~~_;;...--'~~~~~~~~~~~-· -~.~~~·~--~~~~~~~~~~--! 

0 Agricultural 0 
0 Commercial 0 
CJ E<luc:atfonal 0 
0 E ritt1rtoi nn .. utnt D 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

91'REET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN! 

Governm11tnt 

Industrial 

Mi litory 

Museum 

0 Pork 

II Private Ruidanca 

0 Religiou• 

0 Scientific 

'STATE: 

rTATE! 

0 Tranoportatian 

0 Other (Spediy) 

0 Comment• 
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CONDITION 
0 ·Unexpcsed 8lJJ Excellent 0 Good 0 Foir 0 Deteriorated 

~-----(ched< One). -y-·------(-Ch:-e-ck_O_n_e_) -------t 
0 Ruins 

Ill Altered 0 Uncltered ___j_ 0 Moved g Original Site 
1-0-E-SC_R_l_BE-T-HE-. _P...._RE_S_E-~-T->-~O O·~;-GINAL (It known) .PHYSICAi.. APPEARANCE --·----t 

The three houses are all built on irregular plans of 
stone with hipped roofs. Two of the houses have basically 
square plans, with asymmetrical wings and bays; the third, the 
home of Edwin Baltzley, has a rectangular central section 
flanked by towers. Certain features are recurrent themes on 
all the buildings. The chimneys are flush with the exterior 
wall and have brick stacks; the fireplaces are reflected on 
the exterior walls by a bulge or projection outward of the wall 
surface. Heavy porch posts are turned and carry heavy brackets 
supporting the porch roof cornice. Windows are generally large 
and set irregularly in the wall surface, but occasionally a 
small window lights an alcove or staircase. 

The Edwin Baltzley house is the largest. It sits on a 
high foundation, with a four story elevation on the downhill 
facade. The towers flanking the facade are round and rec­
tangular respectively; the central bay projects forward on the 
ground floor and has a Flemish gabled dormer in the attic. 
The "boxed" cornice is made of blocks of stone supported by 
stone corbellings. 

The Edward Baltzley house is next to the brother's 
house. It is square in plan with a porch across the downhill 
facade. The facade has a central gable; on the sides there 
are bays and porches that break up the square mass. The frieze 
is a wide wooden board, with a cornice above. 

The third house is also square in plan, with wings on 
each side set asymetrically. Between the wings and main block 
are porches, the one on the main facade curving around a tower 
that joins the main block and wing. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cl'leclr One or Moro •• Approprlale) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 Pr•historlc 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 lnv•ntion 

• Architecture 0 Londscope 

D An Architecture 

0 Commerce D Literatur• 

0 Communications 0 Military 

D Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
D 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

!Im 19th Century 

Politiccil 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human· 

ifaricn 

Theater 

T ro ns portation 

.. , 

0 20th Century 

• Urban Pla~ning 

0 Other (Specify) 

In 1889, Edwin and Edward Baltzley bought some land 

on the heights overlooking the Potomac River and planned to 

o build a permanent community of picturesque and rustic stone 

houses. Five stone quarries were opened to provide stone in 

a range of colors and electricity was promised to all resi-

dents who wanted it • Roads and building lots were laid out, ... 
~ and a large stone hotel, the Monican, was planned; transporta-
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w 

tion by electrical railway was also part of the plan, and the 

one part that was achieved. By 1890 a cafe was built of un-

-o-
hewn logs and named the Paw-taw~meck; it included several 

dining rooms, river overlooks, and an observation tower. On 

29 November 1890, the cafe burned down and subsequently, the 

Glen Echo Chatuqua emerged as the plan for the developing area. 
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Benjamini Levy, Glen Echo Chatauqua on the Potomac 

{n.p.: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1967), pp. 3-6 

.,.....i......,.....,......,.,......,...,,... .. __________ -c--,--,-,..-.,.,...._,,......,.. __ ..,...,.,.,..,~..,..,..,......,,~~_,,_-.,..,..,.....,__,..~-----~----l 

f'.)~~ ceOc~ ~:l~~:~L-=--A~~-· ~_T_L·-~·'-N-G--1_;..T_U~D~E-C_O_O_R_D_t_N_A...;T..._E~S~'-'---, -.-' ,-·,q _. LA Tl TUDE AN p LONGITUDE COOR DIN ... TES ' \i·, .. ~ 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

-~·--~-----~----~-------~-fRf,-------O~F_L_E_s_s_T_H~A_N_T.;..c;;.E...;N...;A.::..C~R:..:.=E~S-------4 
LATITUD.E LONGITUDE CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

'---
D•grees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

<.W 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

!Acreage Justification: 

_ \ ':t \ 

NA.ME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
>-· -
ORGANIZATION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 

I CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Spring 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
'---------·-- ·----------------------~-~~~'r~ 

m 
m 

% 

0 

z: 



M: 35-29 
Baltzley Castles 
5415, 5417, and 5446 Mohican Road, Bethesda 
Falls Church Quad 

M: 35-29-2 
R. A. Charles Castle 
5417 Mohican Rd. 


