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The three houses are all built on irregular plans of
stone with hipped roofs. Two of the houses have basically
square plans, with asymmetrical wings and bays; the third, the
home of Edwin Baltzley, has a rectangular central section
flanked by towers. Certain features are recurrent themes on
all the buildings. The chimneys are flush with the exterior
wall and have brick stacks; the fireplaces are reflected on
the exterior walls by a bulge or projection outward of the wall

surface. Heavy porch posts are turned and carry heavy brackets
supporting the porch roof cornice. Windows are generally large

and set irregularly in the wall surface, but occasionally a
small window lights an alcove or staircase.

The Edwin Baltzley house is the largest. It sits on a
high foundation, with a four story elevation on the downhill
facade. The towers flanking the facade are round and rec-
tangular respectively; the central bay projects forward on the
ground floor and has a Flemish gabled dormer in the attic.

The "boxed" cornice is made of blocks of stone supported by
stone corbellings.

The Edward Baltzley house is next to the brother's
house. It is square in plan with a porch across the downhill
facade. The facade has a central gable; on the sides there
are bays and porches that break up the square mass. The frieze
is a wide wooden board, with a cornice above.

The third house is also square in plan, with wings on
each side set asymetrically. Between the wings and main block
are porches, the one on the main facade curving around a tower
that joins the main block and wing.
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In 1889, Edwin and Edward Baltzley bought some land
on the heights overlooking the Potomac River and planned to
build a permanent community of picturesqué and rustic stone
houses. Five stone guarries were opened to provide stone in
a range of colors and electricity was promised to all resi-
dents who wanted it., Roads and building loté were laid out,
and a large stone hotel, the Monican, was planned; transporta-
tion by electrical railway was also part of the plan, and thé
one part that was achieved. By 1890 a cafe was built of un-
hewn logs and named the Paw-taﬁﬁﬁeck; it included several
dining rooms, river overloocks, and an observation tower,' On
29 November 1890, the cafe burned down and subsequently, thé
Glen Echo Chatuqua emerged as the plan for the developing area.
The only homes that survive, and perhaps the only ones
built as pa:t of‘the Baltzley plan, are three largebstone
castle—likefhouses built on the edge of the heights overlooking

the Potomac River.
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OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE

Benjamini Levy, Glen Echo Chatauqua on the Potomac

(n.p.: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1967), pp. 3~6
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Baltzley Castles
5415, 5417, and 5446 Mohican Road, Bethesda
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Baltzley Castle
5415 Mohican Rd.
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R. A. Charles Castle
5417 Mohican Rd.
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Kimmel House
5446 Mohican Rd. |




