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ACHS SUMMARY FORM

.. L. Name Battery Bailey/Civil War FBarthworks

Planning Area/Site Number 35/32 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference
_ l{ap 21  Coordinate A-16
L, Address Yestmoreland Hills Recreation Center

Little Falls
5. Classification Summary

Category_ gsite

Ownership  public

Public Acquisition =~

Status___unoccunied

Accessible__ves: unrestricted

Present use__recreation center/park :

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC  Federal State_XXCounty XXLocal____

6. Date  1860s 7. Original Owner  Union Army
8. Apparent Condition

a. fair c. original site

b. unaltered

. Description: The battery is atop a hill overlooking Little Falls Branch & is
7 constructed in a "C" shape facing north. It contained 6 platforms for field
" guns in embrasurej ramparts or trenches extended westward toward the creek
and eastward to Fort Mansfield.
Today, the battery & approaches are overgrown with trees and brush.
The sharp outlines of the battery have been rounded by time., There appear
to be 6 cuts for embrasures in the ramparts, and the remains of the
terrepleins are visible.

10. Significance: One of President Lincoln's many concerns during the first
months of the Civil War was that the Rebels would capture Washington. To
fortify the capital, a series of forts, batteries and entrenchments were
constructed around the cityj; this defensive perimeter eventually totaled
3% miles in ecircumference. 4

Battery Bailey was named for Col. Guilford D, Bailey, killed in the
battle at Fair Oaks in 1862,

Battery Bailey was left unmanned, as it was difficult to assault
through the narrow creek and valley. There was no action here during the
Civil War.

Battery Balley *is the only Civil War fortification remaining in lont-
gomery County.

=~ Date researched and researcher June 1978 Robert A. Jones

12. Compiler 13. Date Compiled 14, Designation
Eileen McGuckian December 1978 ' ‘Approval___
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_ INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TINAME
HISTF)RIC

Battery Balley ‘

AND/OR COMMON

Civil War Earthworks (Site 35/32 P/A Historic Sites in Montgomery County)

~ PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Westmoreland Hills Recreation Center

CITY, TOWN 11ls CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Little Falls in Westmoreland. vicinmy ok 8
STATE : COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery
X CLASSIFICATION -

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS i PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT Xpusuc | X occurien _AGRICULTURE  _MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL XPARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
ZYSITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS

© _oBJECT —IN PROCESS X _YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
’ _NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
EYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
M=NCPPC Telephone #: 589-1480

STREET & NUMBER
8787 Georgisa Avenue

CITY, TOWN
Silver Spring —__ VICINITY OF

STATE , zZ1p code
Maryland 20907

- JJILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Liber #: 1513

COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 29
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse 10.135 A
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland
KJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
M=NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites
DATE '
19 76 _..FEDERAL XSTATE X.COUNTY —LOCAL
o, DEPOSITORY FOR

, SURVEYRECORDS DPgrk Historian's Office

CITY, TOWN

Rockville

STATE

Maryland 20855
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
— EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD _Xauins ZALTERED __MOVED DATE
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The earthworks were called Battery Bailey. The battery is on top of
a hill overlooking Powder Mill Branch (now called Little Falls Branch) and
is constructed in a "C" shape facing north. The battery is listed as
being unarmed, being one of the 93 unarmed batteries in the 3% mile
circle of forts and batteries that surrounded Washington. The battery
was located halfway between Fort Summer and Fort Mansfield. Ramparts
or trenches extended westward toward the creek and eastward to Fort
Mansfield. The battery contained six platforms for field guns in
embrasure. There were no guns in barbette.

The battery and approaches are overgrown with trees and brush. The
sharp outlines of the battery have been rounded by time. There appear
to be six cuts for embrasures in the ramparts although center embrasures
are difficult to make out. The remains of the terrepleins are visible
although they are not all intact. The remains of the platforms cannot
be seen. There is a raised section in the center of the fort which I
could not identify. The location was a good one in that it is on the
highest hill and must have had a good field of fire.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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] SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING
—.1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ~  __CONSERVATION
—_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS

—1600-1698 __ARCHITECTURE * _EDUCATION

—_1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING
XX800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
~.-1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY

_INVENTION

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

__LITERATURE

XRUTARY

_Music

__PHILOSOPHY
__POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

M.35-3-

__RELIGION

__SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
—_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—_THEATER
__TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1860s

BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
One of

Lincoln's many concerns during the first months of the Civil

War was that the Rebels would march upon and capture Washington. To

fortify Washington,
constructed around the city

a series of forts,

totaled thirty-four miles in circumference.
Battery, Balley was named for Col. Guilford D. Bailey, L attached to
the Fourth Corps, Second Division, the latter under command of Brig. Gen.

Silas Casey

pattle at Fair Oaks, May 31, 1862. He

batteries and entrenchments were
This defensive perimeter eventually

Col. Ballev was Casey's Chief of Artillery during the
was shot from his horse with a

bullet through his head wnlle ordering guns of Battery A, lst New York
Artillery stationed in the redoubt off the Williamsburg Stage Road to

- eplked.
~ain's brigade.

The redoubt was being overrun by Confederate Brig. Gen.

Battery Balley was left unmanned, as it was difficult to assault

through the narrow creek and valley.
Bailey during the Civil War.

There was no action at Battery

Many of these fortifications have been taken down to make way for

housing and roads.
of Columbia and Virginia (Forts Stevens,
served in Montgomery County. In fact,
fensive perimeter was in the County.

Ward, Marcy),

Although some sites are preserved in the District
none are pre-
only a small segment of the de-
It extended from the Potomac River

just above the Defense Mapping Agency Topographic Center across Little

Falls Parkway to River Road at Western Avenue.
and Simmons and Batteries Alexander and Benson are gone.
This battery should be reconstructed and
preserved as part of Montgomery County's contribution to the defense of the
" nation's Capitol.

maining site is Battery Bailey.

Tootnotes:

Forts Sumner, Mansfield
The only re-

1. Interview with Mark Carrol, Historian, National Park Service, May 1978.

2

A~

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

Civil Wer Times Illustrated, Vol. XII, No. 5, August 1973 "Stalemate

at Seven Pines" by charles Q. Bryan, jr.
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FEAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1. "The Defenges.of Washington 1861, .. 1865"\by Stankey W. McClure, -
U, S.,Department of Inte; Hatio Park Service, 1957,

2. Battles and Leaders, Vol., 2, reprin 1956, Yoseloff Publishing Co.NY.
3. Interview with Mark o rol, Hmstori,,,‘ﬂational Park Service, May 1978.
4 Civil War Times Illustxated Vol. XlIf@NO. 5, August 1973,"Stalemate

T egrPines“ by Charles F.
Le

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See attached photos. Originals on file with Robert A. Jones

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY ' )

[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Robert A, Jones

ORGANIZATION SaTE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails June 1, 1978
STREET & NUMBER , - TELEPHONE
Box 87 9264510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson Maryland 20753 -~

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1nge-
ment of individual property rights.
; SUGARLOAF REG!ONAL TRAILS

Box 87, Stronghold
State Circle Dickerson, Md. 20753

(301) 926-4510

RETURN TO:

PS- 1108
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Battery Bailey
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

§ NAME

HISTORIC

Battery Bailey
AND/OR COMMON

Civil War FEarthworks (Westmoreland Hills Recreation Center)
PJLOCATION |

STREET & NUMBER
Little Falls in Westmoreland Hills

CITY. TOWN T ) CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Bethesda o —— VICINITY OF '
. STATE ’ ‘ COUNTY ' ‘
* __Maryland _ ___Montgomery . |
- [EACLASSIFICATION , {
CATEGORY WNERSHIP TATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT Veusue OCCUPIED - _AGRICULTURE - __JUSEUM
—BUILDINGIS) —_PRIVATE’ : —UNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL Z:Am(
STRUCTURE = = _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS . —EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
gsn'e PUBLIC ACQUISITION CCESSIBLE ' —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
e —OBJECT —INPROCESS - Vvyes: restrictED © —GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
i — BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED ‘ —_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

P OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME : ’ :
Maryland-National Capital Park & PlanningTelephone #: 589-1480
STREET & NUMBER ;

8787 Georgia Ave. '
CITY.TOWN STATE , Z1pD code

Silver Spring ___ VICNITYOF __Maryland
4L OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. ' Folio #:
- REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.  Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER : '
CITY, TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland
g3 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE .
DATE
, __FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL
o DEPOSITORY FOR '
SURVEY RECORDS

CiTY, TOWN : STATE

e
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§ DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE \?lECK ONE
o ——EXCELLENT VEETERIORATED v znmrsnso MORIGINAL SITE
- GOOD NMRuINs LTERED —_MOVED DATE
—FAIR ‘ —UNEXPOSED ' )

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The remains are located-in a wooded bluff overlooking Little
Falls Branch (near the Westmoreland Hills Recreation Center.)
The earthworks are badly worn down, and the trampled earth is
bare. However, a ring of shallow trenches can be discerned.

It is hoped that now that the Parks Dept. is aware of this site,
it will be stabilized and preserved.

According to a native of this area, an old farmhouse of
Civil War period stood here at the time of Park acguisition.

A

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




SIGNIFICANCE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

M 35-3

_PERIOD _

IEHISTORIC  __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ __RELIGION
_.1400-1439 ‘._ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION __.LAW _ SCIENCE
—1500-1598 —AGRICULTURE . __ECONOMICS - __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
-1600-1689 —ARCHITECTURE — EDUCATION ) ' —MILITARY SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_yioo-u 798 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
Mis00-1899 _.COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT =~ __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY ) —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY}

_INVENTION ’

-SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

] - This is the last remaining vestige of Washington's Civil
War defenses in Mont. Co. Part of a ring of connected forts
and earthworks, constructed between Nov. and Dec. of 1862. The
nearby Milton-Loughborough House was occupied by Union soldiers
during the Civil War, although its owners served in the Confed-

eracy.

NOTE: Digging of any kind on these lands is strictly forbidden!
The site is protected by the Maryland Antiquities Act (besides
which the fort was unarmed, and has been landscaped and stripped

clean of any possible artifacts years ago.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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i MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CO. STORY, (Feb. 1961) Mont. Co. Hist. Soc.

2) MARYLAND REMEMBERS, Md. Civil War Centennial Guide, p. 30.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

1) Cohen, Roger, Jr. "The Defenses of Washington",:THE MONT;

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEHTY

AT e~ -2z

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE o a o . coq&w
/ STATE j A ' CbuNTY
53d FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Michael F, Dwyer, Senior Park Historian

CRGANIZATION DATE
M-NCPPC ‘ ' 4/22/75

STREET & NUMBER ) . TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave. - 589-1480

CiTY OR TOWN ) STATE
Silver Spring Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe~
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1103




M 25-32.

THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY STORY

Pubhshed by the iMontgomery County (Maryland) Hls?onca. Society

le. v : 7 ' February, 1961 No. 2 «
THE CIVIL WAR IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY i;
¥ -.’ I° The Defenses of Washington during the Civil War %

by Roger S. Cohen, Jr.

Lo Remmscences of the Civil War
. by Mollie Hays Jones

T4 THE DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON
o Loccfed in Montgomery County Durmg the Civil War

by Roger S. Cohen, Jr.

Among the casualties of the March of Progress have been the defenses of Washington
;constructed durmg the Civil War, Except in a few cases, almost all of the 161 forts and
tbaﬂenes as well as 20 miles of rifle trenches have been erased by the expansion of the
Wcshmgfon Mei‘ropohfan Arca. Only a small portion of them were located in Montgomery

Counfy and those only because the topography of the western portion of the District of

Columbia mcde rt necessary. The accompanying map shows the location of these defensive
,_works overlaid on a modern map of the area.

The first defenses of Washington were built as the result of a resolution of the U. S
House of Representahves on July 8 1861. This resolution directed the War Department to
sﬁrvey and erect forts at smporfant points on the approaches to Washington on both s:des of
the Potomac Rlver. The Corps of Engineers of the U. S. Army had already surveyed in N\ay
liand June, 1861; therefore, work was started immediately. (1)

Lt In July, 1861, three forts were built in Montgomery County, namely Forts Ri pley,

: Alexander and Franklin. They were located northwest of the Maryland approach to Chain
Bridgé in order to protect both the bridge and the Receiving Reservoir of the Washington

: ‘water system. (1) (See accompanying map)

éu
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LOCATION (uESTMCRELALD ﬁu.s‘o:_acahcwﬁo.m)'
FACADE Lemicing MWD o : et

PHOTO TAKEN 4/93;-;4
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