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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (I f KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
1~ ~. • 

Somerset Elementar y Schoel has grown since its 
first major building was completed in !928 (now 
destroyed) . Its north build1~g was erected next to the 
1928 building in 1948-9 to enlarge the schoot. With an 
east-west orientation, its south s\;cllj abutted the 1928 
building <which has been replaced by~ modern building>. 

lJU U l 
The 1948-9 school structure (a 77' including 

modern arcade in front X 39' rectangle> i s a small two­
story red bric~ academic building with basement . It 
has a strikingly modern loo~ for an academic building of 
the late 1940s in Montgomery County. This is largely due 
to its large blocl, glass windows and the lack of any 
traditional element. It bespea~s of the more s evere 
residual "Deco" design of the 1940s and the nnnirnal lSm 

of the International Style. This edifice has a boxy . 
appearance with flat bric~ walls, flat roofline~ and no 
projections . The textural and coloristic qualities of 
brick. especially the use of different hues of brick ~ 
<including dark brown-black contrasts) and moulded header 
patt~rns near the cornice line provide ~i mple and natural 
ornamentation . ~ 

Visual evidence indicates that a main entrance <now 
covered with stucco and galvinized metal lath according to 
renderings , from th9 1970) was situated in th~ center of the 
front or west <short) facade, which faces the street 
entry . Two smaller rooms, per haps cloak rooms, probably 
flan~ed the entry on the inside . The edifice contained 
four clas~~ooms . Jits interior appearance has been 
altered . · _ ... ... · ,i•I::! ~ 16 ~ .~c:~;c -" ·-.t!y1:.1 ... 

NOTE: 
found . 

Original plans 
Later renderings 

for this bui lding have not 
provide ~ome . information . 

REPOSITORIES AND SOURCES FOR ENTIRE TEXT 

been 

Construction Divi sion, Montgomery County Public Schools; 
Central Records , Montgomery County Public Schools; 
Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.; 

Also see: Karin M.E. Alex1s•s manuscript (1988) on the 
architectural history of educational institutions in 
Montgomery County <Montgomery County Historic 
Preservation Commission & Maryland Historic Trust). ~ 
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Somfil':'set .., Elfementary School was first est:abl i-shed in 
1928 with an eight classroom building. This was duringra 
period in which the population of MontQomery County was 
growing, e s pecially in those areas nearest Washington, D.C. 
Dur1~9 the 1940s the World War II and po5t-war per i od 

the county experienced e x pansion. To meet the 
demands of a growing enrollment, a north bu1ld1n9 with fo~r 
classrooms was added . 

This building reveals both a concern for respecting 
the original character of the 1928 b ui lding and a desire to 
create a "modern" school bLti 1 ding . Recalling other 
schools built in Montgomery County during this period, this 
structure reveals the new direction of American 
architecture. which was turning toward the factory or 
engineering a.es.:thetic ~ inspir.ed . by Bauhaus-inspired 
modernism and faith in technology. 

i ~ 
In style, the school represents a departure from the 

trad1 ti on al~ far.chi tectural image of 1930.s Mont9oniery CoLtnty 
schools. During the 1930s, Montgomery County's public 
schools were usualJ.;..y designed along classical ~ lines, 
frequently in the Georgian style. This paralleled the 
persistence of classicism in American architecture during 
the first half of the 20th century. During the 1920s and 
1930s . traditionalism came head to head with modernism. 
World War II brought a complete end to residual aspects of 
the American Renaissance <late 19th and early 20th 
century), a period which had encouraged a respect for the 
past and the use of classical architecture. 

This structure shows the influence of the severe 
"Deco" style of the 1940s, which was affected b'y' the risin•;, 
tide of the International Style and the Streamline Moderne 
(both of which were on the cutting ~dge of arch1tecturdl 
design during the 1930s>. Its flat roof, planar 
treatment of wall and glazed surfaces . lack of e x traneous 
elements. and no reference to traditional rules of 
architecture reveal the influence of European Modernism. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



see attached 

CONTINUE ON SEJ?.ARATE SHEET .If NECESSMY 

lmJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA (school grounds) 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Warwick Place, Beal Place, homes on Cumberland Avenue, 
homes on Dorset Avenue 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

KARIN M.E. ALEXIS, PH.D., ARCHITECTURAL & ART HISTORY 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

JUNE 1988 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

2449 Villanova Drive 280-1107 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Vieana, Virginia. 22180 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 


