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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
I 

The first bui lding erected for Lynnbr ook Elementary 
School in 1940 · is a smal 1, unpreten ti OU"" one-story br i c:k 
structure wh ich cl o sely r esemb les its original appearance . 
I t stands, as it stood in 1940, as a sol idly constructed 
brick school in a par k-like setting of b l ack and white oak, 
h ickory, wal nu t and tulip poplars trees in east Bethesda. 

Ly nnbrook El ementary Sc hool (1940 ) is o r der ed by a 
symmetric disposition in the Greek Cross plan . This 
edifice is simple with a modern look characteristic of 
the more severe res1dt.tal "Deco" des1 ~n of the 1940s. It 
has a boxy, machine-like appearance with flat bric~ 
~·:.:il ls (in some places unbrol:en by windows, etc.); a 
smco~h, uninterrupted flat roofline; 13rge hori=ontally 
;~cuped windows~ and few details. The brick walls, 
projecting brick panels , articulated corners and entrances 
~rc~ide \isual teYture and the building's principal 
ornamentation. The most outstanding feature is the 
'-.-,.,,s::;;ed li·;iht-hued main entr-anc:e. crisply delineated and ~ 
decorated with onl~ four simple in=ised low relief squares 
~· o line on the lintel. This pattern is also seen bn 
the rear facade between the two back doors (faciny the 
s~cond building of Lynnbrook Elementary School, 1942-8). 

The int erior plan is also symmetric . A small 
~ entrance hall~ leads into a center space at the crossing 

(probab ly d e signed as an a l l purpo se-assemb ly room, 
possibly with a stage). Originally, this space was 
flanked bv four ~la?,srooms. A..f~er the completion of 
t he ... -s·econd building/' this stMructure was used for the 
vounger children. The 1970s brought a decline in the 
elementary sch.col populat.ion • ..;. Z!v·By th~~ mid-197C>s, this 
building was used for area offices . Today, it is leased 
from the Mon tgome ry County Public Schools to a day care 
center. 

Note : To date, the original 
documentation of this building 
However, some information on it 
examining the blueprint5 of the 

plans, blueprints and 
have not been follnd . 

can be discerned from 
second buildin~ of the 

Montgomery County Public school <Construction D1visjon. 
Schools, Rockville>. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Lynnbrook El ementar·v School ( 1940). the first 
buildin~-eret:tetJi:'.1:M·0 esst· Betl1esdi:V-foY" an ele~entar'( scheol, 
is an important architectu~al ~onuments·i~~th~1iisto~y of 
Montgomery County's public education. This is because it 
stands virtually unaltered, appearing much as it did in 
the 1940s. Unlike, the second building for Lynnbrook 
Elementary Schoel <1942-8), it has no modern additions. 

This elementary school is also the product cf the 
phenomenal growth of the Washington, D.C. suburbs in 
Montgomery County, Maryland, during the World War II 
period. In particular, there was a great increase in 
the number of elementary school children in the Bethesda
Chevy Chase area. As subdivisions were established in 
east Bethesda, a new elementary school was needed. 

In style. the school represents a departure from the 
traditio~al a~chitectur~i imag~ ~f 193bs

0

Mon~gomery County 
-schools. In the 1930s, many schools were Georgian in 
st y'l e. This stt-ucture, which rel c:\tes to the sevet-e "Deco" 

Ii'--- style of the 1940s, e>:emplifi~s the __ 1.;ts_e of a. completel·/ 
modern <20th century> style of architecture for a school 
buildin9 in M~njt9omery Co_!:.tn_ty'!'~. It shOf15.-:;;,t_l}e complete 
acceptance of a style without historical associations for a 
traditional building-type: the school. 

The use of the Art Deco style w~= by no means 
progressive since the style had developed during the 1920s. 
However, it was in keeping with the persistence of the 
general interest in Art Deco inspired design. 
Interestingly, local fascination for this style was 
probably at an all time high. Paul Cret•s Bethesda Naval 
Hospital, an Art Deco skyscraper, was erectd between 1939 
and 1941. 

Local people named the school after the street, 
Lynnbrook Avenue, which defines its front property line. 
The early history of the school is synonymous with its 

,.,--.. fit-st pt-inc i pal, Elsie Bosley, who served Lynnbrook f ram 
1940 to 1957. During World War II, Bosley was the 
grincipal of both Lynnbrook and Clara Barton. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Central Records, Montgomery County Public schools; 
Construction Division, Montgomery County Public Schools;, 

... 

also see: Jt. Alexis' manuscript on the arebit.eeuval history 
of Montgomery County's Public Schools during the first half of 
the 20th century (19titi) (Montgomery County Historic Preservation 
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Vienna, Virginia 22HW 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The main (second) building of . Lynnbrook Elementary 
School in Bethesda <~hat is referr~B to as~, east Bethesda> 
has experienced a transformation since its beginnings in 
1942. Modern additions have dramatic:al:ly cha-n•;:;ied the 
style and dimensions of the Lynnbrook of the 1940s. 
De~pAte:_t-l>e fact that its early character hi.ca,•.·..been masked, 
what remains of the building's original <1940s> appearance 
:is important. 

Records indicate 
campaigns in the 1940s 
the school. This;. 
building in 1942 
Both buildin•;is 
settinq of black 
poplars trees. 

that there were two main building 
to create a second building for 

resulted in the completion of a 
and a major addition to it in 1948. 

stood (and still stand) in a park-like 
and white oak, hickory, walnut and tulip 

During the early 1940s, soon after the co~pletion of 
the first building of Lynnbrook (1940), Howard Wright 

_Cutler and ~:::atber.ine __ Cutler were c:ommis·sion%!CI t..y the Board 
of Education to design a much needed second building for 
Lynnbrook Elementary School. I.F_was __ p-l.aced,0 on_~>:is with 
and 365' from the exisiting building <1940>; it was 
si tuat~d .113~ from the property line along ~ypnJ;>ropk Avenue 
and 50· '---'from the'--property line along Maple Avenue. 

Early plans dated July 25, 1941 reveal that the 
Cutlers" schoo.l was a row:;;,hly rectan•:;;,ular (92' 1" X 30'8"), 
25 foot tal ir~c .r .:.gr{~-:.: .. 's.-1!-(:ft-tv blfi~Fi:fi+lij''.·: ' I1±-i h~l.lietF 'se~ the seal e 
for the 1946-8 addition. The building"s basement is 13" 
and its first (and mai_n_) floor. 12'. Dri•;:;iinally, its 
chimney stack projected 4' ~'(,E;, th:~- ro,qhl_Lip~ 80a!:"ld a 28' 
stairhall with main entry projected 9' on the west 
elevation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION <CONTINUED) 

The building's long side runs north-south, 
perpendicular to Lynnbrook Avenue. As previously 
mentioned, the edifice was placed on a~is with the existing 
building. Its main door, located on its south side, was 
oriented toward the other building. 

Due to World War II, there were shortages of 
materials and a need to restrict costs. This helps to 
explain the extreme simplicity the Cutlers gave to this 
building. This brick building is utilitarian, styleless 
and without ornamentation save a cornice and some brick 
courses. There were relatively few windows except for on 
the east elevation where there were eight large windows on 
the first floor and six windows, one coal door and two 
additional doors on the basement level. The stairhall 
section of the east elevation included the main door with 
small window above, and the main part of the eastern 
elevation had two windows flanking a door on the basement 
level. The north elevation had one first floor door 
reached by a welded pipe rail. The west elevation had 
just two windows on the first floor, three on the basement 
level and one on each floor of the stairhall. 

The extreme treatment of wall surfaces and few 
windows was also due to the projected growth of this 
building. The Cutlers• site plan proposed a future 
addition along the west elevation. This addition would 
enclose the stairhall and most of the west elevation. 
Obviously, the Cutlers designed the building of 1941-2 
<including its fenestration pattern> with the addition 
in mind. 

The first floor vestibule of the stairhall led to the 
classrooms. On the first floor were two classrooms 
(each room was 23' wide X 45' long (31' for the main rooms 
and 14' for project work space). Each classroom had its 
own boys• and girls' cloak room and bathroom. The two 
classrooms were divided by a folding partition, which 
allowed for the creation of one large assembly room. 
It appears that the attractive wood panel doors which lead 
to each of the classrooms are original. They are the only 
ones of their quality and design (diamond pattern wood 
panel> in the building today. 

The basement level housed the boiler room, coal room 
and two work spaces. There was no cafeteria because most 
pupils went home to eat. Concrete was used for the 
building's base, some flooring in the lower stairhall and 
in other locations. The early plans also called for 
asphalt tile floors, acoustical plaster ceilings, steel 
sash windows, vent louvre screened inside, cork bulletin 
boards, slate blackboards, brick and cinderblocks, wood 
panel doors and some nice detailing. 



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ·(CONT I NUED) 

The west addition, which provided the principal 
facade of the edifice, was erected in 1946-1948. It was 
designed by Frank Proctor to complete the Cutlers' 
building. Its eastern side abuts the west elevation of 
the Cutlers' building and continued the building 
southward toward the 1940 structure. In keeping with the 
original structure, the 1948 addition is laterally extended 
with a north-south orientation. 

Respectful of the Cutlers' design, the west addition 
is also a one-story edifice with basement. Due to the 
slope of the site, the basement has many windows which 
provide ample natural light. From the front, the building 
appears as a lonQ. low-riding, horizontally extended 
structure. Its principal facade (west elevation> is 
laterally extended with a north-south orientation; it is 
perpendicular to Lynnbrook Avenue. 

This edifice is simple with a modern look for the 
period. Lynnbrook (1948) is a brick edifice with flat 
walls, a flat roof, large windows (horizontally grouped) 
and few details (white courses). Light-hued accents 
(courses> and the concrete base create a visual contrast 
to the dominant red brick. 

In contrast to the non-descript two room building by 
the Cutlers, this building has a style. It is Art Deco. 
The feature which clearly defines its style is the main 
entrance. Art Deco buildings were often highly 
theatrical. Their entrances were frequently made into 
dramatic points of visual interest. In Lynnbrook, the 
principal portal (facing Lynnbrook Drive and 
asymmetrically located left of center> is constructed of 
smooth off-white stone. It is recessed or set back 
in four tiers to resemble a proscenium. This gives the 
entrance a stage-like presence. It is a crisply delineated 
architectural feature which creates a coloristic and 
textural foil to the brick walls. 

In addition, the stone surrounding and defining the 
door rises above the flat roofline, creating the stepped 
character that animates many Art Deco buildings. Art 
Deco design was shaped by many influences, including exotic 
and ancient architecture from the Middle East. Ziggarut 
<ancient Mesopotamia) and stepped pyramid (ancient 
Egyptian) forms were used for skyscrapers, skylines and 
decorative motifs. At Lynnbrook, this devise makes the 
entrance a focal point of the design which asserts the 
presence of the door and creates a break in the 
flat, continuous roofline. Unfortunately, 
entrance has been masked by a modern addition. 

otherwi SE: 

the ma.in 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The second building at Lynnbrook Elementary School, 
which was developed between 1942 and 1948 is Art Deco in 
style. As such, it exemplifies the use of a completely 
modern <20th century> style of architecture fer a school 
building in Montgomery County. This elementary school 
makes no reference to classical architecture and bears no 
resemblance to the Georgian-style educational buildings of 
the 1930s, such as Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School (1935) 
and Montgomery Blair High School (1935). It is an 
important architectural monument because it shows the 
complete acceptance of a style without historical 

!.~,:'·r?.f:~ aiAg2,~o1?r. ~L:t:rad1~~-on7:.: ~Lt~ 1 ~~7'.~-~:P:=,. the school • 

The use of the Art Deco style was by no means 
:' pro·~t"~ssive since the style had developed durin•;;:, the 1920s • 
. ~fip!:_'lever, it was in keeping with_,n~,~,!? P,~rsrist.T'r:tc:e of the 
· general interest in Art ·.· Dec'O B' i nsf,i-r-ed' - desi qn. 

Inte.r~stingly, local fascinatiofl for this sty~e was 
prob'ably at an all time hi•;;,h. 8 .r:. - F'al.11 Cret•s Bethesei·\ii. Naval 
Hospital, an Art Deco skyscraper, was completed in 1941. 
Then and now, it stands as one of the great monuments of 
the Washington metropolitan area. Its presence obviously 
influenced architects working in Montgomery County during 
the 1940s. Proctor's design for Lynnbrook testifies to 
this. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



·• 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE <CONTINUED) 

The school has always played an important role in its 
community, which has taken great interest in Lynnbrook. 
In fact, it was a neighborhood committee that named the 
school. The elementary school was named after the 
street, Lynnbrook Avenue, which defines its front property 
line. The early history of the school is synonymous 
with its first principal, Elsie Bosley, who s;e1~ved 

Lynnbrook from 1940 to 1957. During World War II, Bosley 
was the principal of both Lynnbrook and Clara Barton. 
Bosley was an important prime-mover, advocating the growth 
and improvement of the school. 

The second building (1942) was used for the upper 
grades of the elementary school. Even before the second 
building was completed, it was clear that there was still 
not enouoh room for this growing school. Bosley urged 
the Board of Education and Superintendant Edwin W. Broome 
to build on to the school. She emphasized the growing 
student population of east Bethesda. In a letter dated 
December 18, 1944, Bosley, with the president of the P.T.A. 
and Chairman of the Building Committee, described the needs 
of the school, which included four new classrooms, a 
cafeteria in the basement, a princiapal's office, a health 
room, a kitchen, library, activities room and teachers' 

and more. 

By 1946, there were 371 children and 12 teachers at 
Lynnbrook Elementary School. Eventually, the idea of 
completing the 1942 building with an addition was 
accepted. In 1946, the School Board purchased five more 
acres <mainly for the playground). That year, the P.T.A. 
met with architect Frank Proctor, who was to design the 
addition for the upper grades. 

Construction was slow because of shortages, 
particularly a shortage of steel. In June, the roof was 
not vet finished. Around December 1, the plumbers, 
plasterers and electricians started their work. The 
building was completed in February of 1948 and 
two month later in April. Incised above 
entrance was the name of the school. 

dE?.d i ca.tE~c:I 
the main 

The post-war era, especially the 1960s, brought a 
population surge Subsequent additions have continued 
the building southward, closer to the 1940 edifice. 
Unfortunately, the elegant Art Deco front entrance, the 
most outstanding feature of the school was destroyed when a 
modern wing for the library and administrative services was 
built. The 1970s signalled a decline in enrollment. In 
1975, some rooms were used as a day care center. 
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