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The First building erected for Lynnbrook Elementary
School in 1940  is a small, unpretentious one-story brick
structure which closely resembles its original appearance.
It stands, as it stood in 1940, as a solidly constructed
brick school in a park-like setting of black and white oak,
hickory, walnut and tulip poplars trees in east Bethesda.

Lynnbrook Elementary School (1940) is ordered by a
symmetric disposition in the Greek Cross plan. This
edifice is simple with a modern look characteristic of
the more severe residual "Deco” design of the 1940s. It
has a bouy, machine—-like appearance with flat brick
walls (in some places unbroken by windows, etc.); a
smooth, uninterrupted flat roofline; large horizontally
groupad windows; and few details. The brick walls,
projecting brick panels, articulated corners and entrances
provide visual texture and the building’s principal
ornamentation. The most outstanding feature is the |
recessed light-hued main entrance, crisply delineated and
decorated with only four simple incised low relief sguares
| - in. & line_on the lintel. This pattern is also seen on
the rear facade between the two back doors (facing the
second building of Lynnbrock Elementary School, 1942-8).

The interior plan is also 'syhmetric. A small
entrance hall™ leads into a center space at the crossing
(probably designed as an &all purpose—assembly room,

possibly with a stage). Originally, this space was
flankedr by _ four clq;srpoms. i After the completion of
the second building, this structure was used for the i
vounger children. The 1970s brought a decline in the |
elementary schaool population.i. 20By the: mid-1970s, this
building was used for area offices. Today, it is leased
from the Montgomery County Public Schools to a day care
center.

Note: To date, the original plans. blueprints and

documentation of this building have not been found.
However, some information on it can be discerned from
examining the blueprints of the second building of the
school (Construction Division, Montgomery County Public
Schools, Rockville).
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Wl BIGINAF LUAINUL M-.35-49

"
» .L o . SR 1. .
PERIOD S e AREAS OF. SIGNIFiCANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW .
o PREHISTORIC wARmEowGwiPnsmstmw _ZCOMMURNITY PLANNING® - ~"=’-~LAMD§c1tPEARCHrr§CTunE* ’?'_,neumon
—1400-1499 . i ._ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC - - -_-CONSERVATION e AW f - —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 SAGRICULTURE - -~ - 7;;590NONHCS L. LatRATURE - T - D scuietume
L A160D-1699 : {1 MARCHITECTURE Y EDUCATION . —MILITARY : .—~SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
--1700-1799 —ABT : —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
S_?t)o-vasm légmmence 0/l Car. __ExpLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION . . - o
SPECIFIC DATES 1940 BUILDER/ARGHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . j
leyninbr oo Elementary School {1940}, the first }
Cbuilding- @Péctediinceist Bethesda for an'e amentary schaol,
is an important architectural- monuments. iRt ‘thelthistory of
Mantgomery County®s public education. This is because it
stands  virtually vnaltered, appearing much as it did in
thes igﬂﬁan Unliks, ond building  for Lyvnnbro
Eleam cheseal {1 rmo modern additions.
v school  is also the product of  the
mF the  HWashington, Do suburbs  in
Marvland, during ths World It

in parilbu;a., Mere was & great inor in

be maEntary wiml ghildrasn in ths Eeahegﬁa~

2 hs fAs subdivigions were established in
Bethessds, a new  slemsntary  school  was nesdsad.

o In style, the schopl represents g departure from the
traditional architectural imags of 1930s Montgomery County
~aschools. In the 1930s, many achumla were DReorgian in
stvle. This structure, which relates Lo the severe "Deco?
rr. wstyle of the 1940s, xemplifies the use of a completely
mocarn (20th century) style of architecture for a school
building in Monpgomery County.: It showsy; the complete
acceptance of a style without historical azsnciations for a
traditional huildiﬂgthpP- the school.

o

2 of the Art Deco sitvle was m mEans
ince the sitvie had developed dur'fg the 192
Howsver, it was in keesping with thes persistence of
qeneral interest in Art Deco inspired design.
Interestingly, local Fascination For this  style WAaE
probably at an all time high. Faul Cret’s Bethesda Naval
Hospital, an Art Deco skyscraper, was erecid between 173
and 1%41.

l.ocal peopls mnamsd ths school after the stre
Lymnbrook Avenue, which defines its +rmnt property 1i
The sarly h19*uv of the school is synonvmous  with i
P first principal, Elsi@ Bosley, who a@rved Lynnbrook ér
1940 to 1957, During World War I1I, Boslsy was the

rincipal of both Lynnbrook and Clara Barton.
CONTINUE ON BEDPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Central Records, Montgomery County Public Schools;
Construction Division, Montgomery County Public Schools;.

also see: K. Alexis' manuscript on the architesctural history
of Montgomery County's Public Schools during the first half of -
the 20th century (198Y) (Montgomery County Historic Preservation . ~ |

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY Commission & Maryland Kis. Trust)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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ORGANIZATION DATE | JUNE 1988 !
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Vienna, Virginia 22180

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
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The main (second) bu11d1ng of hynnbraak Elementary
School in Bethesda - (What is referred to as east Bethesda)
has experienced & transformation since its beginnings in
1942, Modern additions have dramatically: changed the
style and dimensions of +the Lynnbrook of the 1940s.
Despite. the fact that its early character has been masked,
what remains of the building®s original (1940z) appearance
iz important.

Records indicate that there weres two main building
campaigns in the 19402 to create a second building $ar
the school. This resulted in the completion of a
building in 17942 and & major additionm to it in 1948,
EBoth buwildings stood {and still stand? in & park-like
setting of black and white oak, hickory, walnut and tulip
poplars trees.

During the sarly 1940s, soon after the completion of
the First building of Lynnbrook (1940}, Howard Wright
_Butler | and Eatherine Cutler were commissiongd by the Board
o of Education to design a much nesded second building for
' Lynnbrook  Elementary School. I},was placed on axis with
and 365"  from the exisiting building (1940); = it was
gltuagfd A113° from the property line along &fpnbrmpt Avenue
and S0*Sfrom the” property ling along Maple Avenue.

Early plans dated July 25, 1941 reveal that the
Cutlers”™ schonl was a roughly rectangul&r (22717 X 3078,
25 foot tal 1501 Hrde ey HUINRETHH - 1 helield 2688 the scale
for the 1944-8 addition. . The building’s basement is 137
and its first (and main) floor 12°. Originally, its
chimney stack projected 4° abhave the roofling ,and a 287
stairhall with main sntry DFDJECtEd 2* on the west
elevation.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FHYSICAL DEBCRIFTION (CONT INUED)

Thie building’ s Ty s1de LM S narth—-south,
perpendicul ar to Lynnbrook  Avenue. As previously
mentioned, the edifice was placed on adis with the existing
bui lding. Its main door, located on its south side, was
oriented toward the other building.

Due to World War II, there were shortages of
materials and a need to restrict costs. This helps to
splain the extreme simplicity the Cutlers gave to this
building. This brick building is wtilitarian, stvieless
and without ornamentation zave a cornice and  some  brick
COUESES. There were relatively few windows sycept for  on

the east elevation where there were sight large windows on
the Ffirst Floor and six windows, ons coal door and bwo

additional doors on the bhasement level. The stairhall
saction of the Psat slevation included thse main door with
wmmal b window above, and the main part  of the Lk

@levation Frad *Wu windows flanking a door on the ba
level ., The rnorth elevation had onsg first  floor
Feached by a welded pips rail. The west slesvation  had

Just two windows on bthe first $loor, three on the basemsnt
level and one on each floor of the stairhall.

The extreme treatment of wall surfaces and =%
windows was also due to the projscted growbbh of  this
bBrud lding. The Dutlers” site plan proposed & fotures
addition along the west elevation. This addition Wil o

enclose the stairhall and most of the west eslevation.
Obwviouwsly, the Cutlers designed bthe building of 1941-2
{including its fenestration pattern) with the addition
in mind.

The first floor vestibule of the stairhall led to the

classrooms, On  the Ffirst floor werse two  classrooms
(each room was 237 wide X 45 long (217 for the main rooms
and 147 for project work space). Each classroom had its
ot bovs?’ and oirls® closk room and bathroom. The ftwo
classrooms  wers divided by a folding partition, which

allowed Ffor the oreation of one larges assembhly room.
It appears thalt the attractive wood pansl doors which le=ad
to each of the classrooms are original. They are the only
ones of their guality and design (diamond patitsrn wood
parnel) in the buwilding today.

The basement level housed the boiler room, ooal room

and two work spaces. Thers was no cafeteria because most
pupils went home to sat. Conorete was used for the
building®s base, some flooring in the lowsr stairhall and
in other locations. The sarly plans also ocalled for
asphalt tile floors, acoustical plaster osilings, stee
sash windows, vent louvre screensed inside, cork bulletin
boards, slate blackboards, brick and cinderblocks, wood

panel doors and some nice detailing.
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FHYSICAL DESCRIFPTION : C(CONTINUED)

The west addition, which provided the principal
facade of the edifice, was erected in 19446-1948. It was
designed by Frank Froctor to complete the Cutlers’®
building. ITts eastern side abuts the west elevation of
the Cutlers® building arnd  continued the building
southward toward the 1940 structure. In kesping with the

original structure, the 1948 addition is laterally extended
with a north-south orientation.

Respectful of the Cutlers® design, the west addition
is also a one-story adifice with basement. Dusg to  the
slope of the site, the basement has many windows which
provide ample natwal light. From the front, the building
appears  as & long, low-riding, horizontally extended
structures. Its principal facades (west elevation) is
laterally extended with a& north-south orientation: it is
parpendicul ar to Lynnbrook Svenue,

Thiz edifice iz simple with a modesrn look for  the
pariod. Lynmbrook o (1948) is a brick edifice with flat
walls, s +lat roof, 1ar

DU Ses) . Light-husd acoents

and  few details (whites L
rase oreate x visual contrast

{Cour sees) and the concret
ta the dominant red brick.

i
£
g windows (horizontally grouped)
o

@

Im contrast to the non—descript two room building by
the Dutlers, this building has a style. It is Art Deco.
The feature which clearly defines its style is the main
entrances. Art Do buildings were often highly
theatrical . Their entrances were freguently made into
dramatic points of visual interest. Im Lynnbrook, the
principal portal (facing Lynnbrook Drive arid
asymmetrically located left of center:) is constructed of
smooth  off-white stone. It i recessed or set back
in fow tiers to resemble a proscenium. This gives the
entrance & stage~like presence. It is & crisply delinsated
architectural feature which oreates = coloristic and
textural foil to the brick walls.

In addition, ths stone surrounding and defining the
toor rises above the flat roocfline, creating the stepped
character that animates many Art Deco buildings. Art
Deco design was shaped by many influences, including exotic
and ancient architechturs from the Middle East. Ziggaruk
(ancient Mesopotami &) arnd stepped pyramid {anciesnt
Egyptian) farms were ussd for skyvscrapers, skylines and
tdecorative motifs. At leynnbrook, this devise makes the
srntrance a focal point of the desion which asserts  the
presence of the door and crestes a break in the otherwlse
+lat, continuous  roofline. Unfortunately, the main
entrance has been masked by a modern addition.
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The second building &t Lynnbrook Elementary Bchool,
which was developed betwsen 1942 and 1948 is Art Deco in

style. Az such, it exemplifies the use of & completely
modern (20th centuwry) style of architectuwe for a school
building in Montgomery County. This eslementary school

makes no reference to classical architectwes and begars no
resemblance to the Georgian-style educational buildings of
the 1930s, such as Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School (19335)

and Montgomery Blair High School (1935 . It is an
important @ architectural monument because it shows the
complete acceptance of a style without  historical
as§oflatlans for a trad1t1mnal bUIIdlng type. the school.

@ W [ A E R e T T S N »

The use of the Art Deco style was by no means
"p?mgﬁeésive since the style had developed during the 1920s.
pgwever, it was in keeping with the persistence of the

T genéral interest in Art “Declo S“lh%&iféd\~ -design.
Interestingly, local ¥a5¢1nat10n for this style Was
prmhably at an all time high.® 1 - Faul Cret’s Bethe®H4 Naval
Hospital, an Art Deco skyscraper, was completed in 1941,
Then and now, 1t stands as one of the great monumesnts of
the Washington metropolitan zarea. Its presence obviously
influenced architects working in Montgomery County during
the 1940s. Froctor®s design for Lynnbrock testifies to
this.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE SCONTINUED) '

The school has alwave plaved an important role in its
community, which has taken great interest in Lynnbrook.

In fact, it was a neighborhood committees that mamed the
school . The elementary school was named after the
strest, Lynnbrook Avenue, which defines itse front property
lime, Thea sarly history of the school is  Synonymous
with dits First principal, Flsie PBosley, who o served
Lvnnbrook from 1940 to 1957. During World War I1, Bosley

wast  the principal of both Lynnbrook and Clara Barbton.,
Bosley was an important prime-mover, advocating the growbh
and improvement of the school.

The second building (1942)  was used for  the uppsr

grades of the slementary school. Even before bthe second
building was complaited, it was clear that there was still
rnot enough room for this growing school. Hosley urosd
the  EBoard of Educstion and Superintesndant Edwin W, B omomes
to build on to the school. She enphazizsed the ogrowl
astudent population of sast Bethesda, Inm & lsbisr

December 18, 1944, Hosley, with the ident of the
and Chairman of the Builading Cmmmitfa dm oribed the nesds
of the school, whioch included four new olas
catebteria in bthe basemsanht, a primociapal s offilos,
rocm, & kitchen, library, activities room and meuher“’
PN, and mora.

TF
£y

Hy  1%44, there were 571 children and 12 teachers  at

Lynnbrook Elementary School. Eventual lv, the idea of
compl eting the 1942 building with an addition Wa s
accapted, Im 1944, +the School Board purchased five morsa
acres {(mainly for the plavoground). That vear,., the F.T.A.

met with architect Frank Proctor, who was to design the
addition for the upper grades.

Construction was =1 0ow becauss of shortages,
particularly & shortage of steel. In June, the roof was
o wvalt  Finished. Arouncd December 1, the plumbsrs,
plasterers and electricians started their work. The
building was complated in February of 1948 and  dedicated
two  month later in April. Incised above the main
entrance was the name of the school.

The post-war era, gspecially the 1%9480s, brought &

population  swge Subsequent additions have continusd
the building southward, closer to the 1940 edifice.
Unfortunately, the elegant Art Deco front sntrance, the

most outstanding featwe of the school was destroved when a
moadern wing for the library and administrative ssrvices was
built. The 1970z signalled a decline in enrollmsnt. In
1975, soms rooms wers used as a day cars center.
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